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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter.
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

News
Election Day is 17 October. We do not have any tramps scheduled on that day. If you are
planning to be in the hills on a private trip then you can vote from Saturday 3 October to
Saturday 17 October. Vote early to help maintain physical distancing.
On election day, voting places are open from 9am to 7pm.
If you want to vote before election day, the opening hours might be different

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
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Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please email Bryce Willamson
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and
if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Steve Bruerton 322-6196 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $25 non-member, $5 kids
under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Barney Stephenson, ph. 027 358 3281 .
Note: club gear assigned to you is your
responsibility; please take care of it. Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the outside of your pack can be easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This may result in serious damage to your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not
used, and report any damage to the gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$5/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$5 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Wednesday 30 September Stefan Fairweather

Club Night

Packrafting in Fiordland: Packrafting opens up some wonderful tramping opportunities
that are either inaccessible on foot alone, or are made considerably easier by carrying an
inflatable boat on your back.
Tonight I’ll talk about two packrafting trips in Fiordland.
1: a 6 - 7 day trip around Lake Hauroko, Lake Poteriteri, the Waitutu River and Westies
Hut on the South Coast; and
2: a walk and packraft from the Cascade River to the Hollyford road-end via the Pyke
River system.
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Saturday 3 October
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Lyndon:

Grade: Easy/Mod
Mt Lyndon overlooks Lake Lyndon just beyond Porters Pass. Closes: 1 Oct
Starting from the south western end of the lake at the Lodge, we Map:
BW21
climb up to a ridge and follow that to the summit at 1489m. Great
Approx: $20
views of the surrounding area. The return trip will descend to a low
saddle and then follow a track back to the Lodge. 700m height
gain.
Weekend 3-4 October
Departure point: Z Papanui 730am Departure

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Hurunui Hut:

Grade: Easy +/
Easy Mod
Introduction to overnight tramping. From Lake Taylor we follow the
4WD track past Loch Katrine and Lake Sumner before following Closes: 24 Sep
the Huruni River up through the bush to the Hut. The hut sleeps Map:
BU22 - Lake
15 and is a standard hut (cost $5) with plenty of space for tenting.
Sumner
For the keen there are some hot springs a further 1/2 - 2 hours up
Approx: Approx $30
the valley. The next day we will return the same way. Note the hut
fees are extra to the trip cost
Weekend 3-4 October
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Mt Taylor: At 2333m Mt Taylor is the highest peak in the Grade: Moderate
Canterbury Foothills. There’s nothing technical about the climb but Closed: 24 Sep
it is a slog so an overnight at Double Hut makes for a good start.
BX19 Walk in from Lake Heron to Double Hut. Climb via Pt 1766 and Pt Map:
Hakatere
2062 to Taylor. If there’s time continue along to Old Man Peak.
Approx: Contact
Leader
Wednesday 7 October Dr. Graham Fenwick NIWA Guest
speaker

Club Night

Graham is an ecologist and crustacean systematist with 30 years' research and
consulting experience on the biodiversity of shallow coastal and groundwater
ecosystems.
He will be speaking on this topic
The ecology of groundwater quality: Aquifers underlie almost one third of New
Zealand, contain some 80% of New Zealand’s freshwater and some 25% of New
Zealanders rely entirely on groundwater for domestic supplies. In Canterbury, with an
estimated 73% of NZ’s 710 billion cubic metres of groundwater, groundwater is essential
for domestic and industrial supplies, and we take great pride in its generally high quality.
We all tend to take this water quality and availability for granted. As trampers, we know
that spring water is usually safe to drink, yet rarely do we consider the natural
groundwater remediation processes. Graham will outline the biodiversity and ecology of
groundwater, explore its natural remediation processes, and discuss threats to its
sustainability.
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Multi day trip 9-10 October
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Mueller Hut Weekend:

Grade: Moderate
(requires
crampons,
ice axe and
helmet)
Closes: 1 Oct

A trip to the popular Mueller Hut, in Mt Cook National Park. Depart
Fri evening for Mt Cook Village and spend the night at one of the
club lodges and head up to Mueller Sat morning. Option to build
snow shelters in the afternoon then have a pot luck in Mueller Hut
and warm up before spending the night in our igloos / snow
caves / the hut. As this trip is weather and avalanche conditions Map:
BX15 Fox
dependent, the trip may change/cancelled as a result. The trip
Glacier
leader will confirm the status of the trip closer to the time. Hut fees
Approx: $60 fuel +
will be less if you sleep outside Mueller Hut on Sat night.
$70 hut
fees (for Fri
& Sat
nights)
Saturday 10 October
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Redcliffe Stream to Tribulation Hut Return:

Grade: Easy/Mod
The trip will start on Double Hill Run Road along the south bank of Closes: 8 Oct
the Rakaia and follow a marked track up the true right of Redcliffe Map:
BW20
Stream through a scenic reserve. The reserve contains a diverse
Approx: $20
range of native plants including a dense stand of kowhai,
uncommon in inland Canterbury. From the head of the stream, we
continue up over Redcliffe Saddle and look forward to lunch at
Tribulation Hut, an old musterers hut next to the Swift River.
Return the same way. Return trip 18kms, overall height gain
700m.
Please note:-earlier start time: 7.30am at “Z” Carlton Corner.
Sunday 11 October
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

BenMore Loop:

Grade: Moderate

Starting from Acheron River wee car park on Lyndon Rd, we’ll go Closes: 8 Oct
up via pt 1327 and pt 1660, from where we’ll turn west towards Map:
BW21
BenMore. Back via pt 1465. It’s around 18 km, 1300 m hight gain.
Approx: $15
All off-trail, mostly in the open country covered with rocks,
tussocks, and Spaniards. There might be snow on the track.
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Wednesday 14 October Alan Haslip

Club Night

Trekking at altitude - learnings and stories from leading trips in Kyrgyzstan, Peru,
Ecuador, Nepal and Northern India:
Alan is one of the managing directors of OENZ - Outdoor Education New Zealand - and
has been leading outdoor training and overseas expeditions for more than 10 years.
He has led teams from New Zealand and Australia throughout the developing world
including high-altitude trekking in Peru, Ecuador, North India, Nepal and Kyrgyzstan.
If he’s not in the office or running a course you’re likely to find him at the crag or in the
mountains.
Sunday 18 October
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Rome Ridge to Avalanche Peak (Arthurs Pass):

Grade: Moderate

Climb the Coral Track and continue up Rome Ridge to Pt 1833. Closes: 15 Oct
Head south to Avalanche Peak and descend the Scotts Track.
Map:
BV20 Otira
Approx: $20
Sunday 18 October
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #36: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day when
your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing.
Bring your GPS and/or compass if you have one, but it is not
essential because they will be provided for the navigation part of
the exercise. We will stop at Rangiora for tea, Q&A session and a
debrief on the way home, because the trip lasts till until 5 - 6pm
depending on your navigation skills.
NB the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time.
NB this wil be the last TORTIS Tour for 2020.
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Grade: Moderate easy pace
2020-10-18
Map:
Approx: $20

Wednesday 21 October Michael Elsworth

Club Night

A rambling reminiscence from days gone by:
Michael Elsworth took to the Lakes District of Great Britain, after a Yorkshire childhood
and National Service, whilst working in the family timber business in Bolton. He founded
his own timber business in1965 before moving into teaching.
He came to New Zealand in 1987, and has been involved with the Steiner School, local
and national theatre and film, and as a Member of the Over Forties Tramping Club for
several intrepid adventures!
During the 1950s, Michael undertook many expeditions to the Lakes, walking the Fells
and climbing the mountains and crags. His talk will relate his latter experiences in the
middle of the last century.
Long Weekend 23-26 October
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

Arthur Range above the Wangapeka (Labour Weekend).

Grade: Moderate

Leaving ChCh 4pm Friday and driving way north. Possibly the 2nd Closes: 15 Oct
car could leave later. Probably staying the night in cabins.
Map:
M28
Day 1, Wangapeka River via Chummies track to John Reid hut Approx: Petrol at
1250m. 1000m of height gain with no water. For the very keen a
least $50 +
mid-afternoon wander along the ridge East toward Mt Baldy
accm on
1542m.
Friday night
Day 2, from John Reid hut we head West along the range to Kiwi
Saddle hut via Mt Patriarch 1,700m. For the keen a mid-afternoon
wander along the ridge to Mt Luna 1,630m
Day 3, Descend via Kiwi Track to the Wangapeka track to the road
end and drive home. Carrying tents essential.
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Long Weekend 23-26 October
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bill Johnson 027 422 2274
bill@billjohnson.nz

Almer Hut via Helicopter: Labour weekend above Franz Josef Grade:Easy/
Glacier.
Moderate
Travel to near Franz Fri evening, helicopter up to Almer Hut on Sat Closes: 15 Oct
morning. Organise trips from there or just hang out and enjoy the Map:
"BW18
view. Grade will range from easy (hang out at the hut, glacier
Whitcombe
walking) to hard (climb one of the 2600m+ peaks nearby).
Pass"
"BW17
*Snow skills required*
Harihari"
The $390 trip cost covers Fri night camping at DOC
Otto/MacDonalds campsite, return trip on the helicopter, two Approx: Approx
$390
nights in the hut and petrol costs for vehicles. There is a tenting
option which will reduce this amount by $40. We will fly down Mon
mid-day and should be back in ChCh around 530-6pm that
evening. In the past his trip has been frequently postponed by
West Coast weather.
Save your leave time as I am going to reschedule it for each
following weekend until we have a good weather and can get up
for at least 2 nights.
Saturday 24 October
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Alford:

Grade: Easy/Mod

At 1171m, this minor peak is in the Alford Range, half way Closes: 22 Oct
between Mt Hutt and Mt Somers. We will access it via an Map:
BX20
easement across private land and then through the Alford Scenic
Approx: $20
Reserve – small, but includes some good stands of beech. There
is a 4WD track up part of the way to 900m, and then a route
through sub alpine vegetation, to the summit. Great views of the
surrounding area.
Height gain 700m and return the same way.
Sunday 25 October
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-02322310 bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Mt O’Malley near Arthurs Pass village:

Grade: Moderate possible
Climb Mt Aicken Track to Pt 1844m, then head south over Pt
snow skills
1768m to Mt O’Malley (1703m). We’ll visit the tarn at the head of
Graham Stream then contour back to Mt Aicken Track. About Closes: 22 Oct
10km and 1300m ascent, with some scrambling. Snow gear and Map:
BV20
appropriate skills will be necessary.
Approx: $20
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Weekend 31 October-1 November
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Casey Saddle - Binser Saddle: Classic Arthurs Pass loop, Grade: Moderate at
staying at the new Casey Hut (Serviced, $15).
slow pace
From the Andrews Shelter we will follow the track past Hallelujah Closes: 22 Oct
Flat and then over the Casey Saddle and down to the hut. The Map:
BV21 -Cass
next day we follow the track down the Poulter River before
Approx: Approx $35
climbing up and over the Binser Saddle back to the Andrews
Saddle.
Weekend 5-6 December
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Salmon Creek Lower Biv:

Grade: Moderate at
slow pace
From the Lees Valley Road we follow the Townsend Track and
then climb the ridge to Black Hill Hut. From Black Hill Hut we 2020-12-04
continue over Black Hill and then descend down to the Biv at Map:
BW22
Salmon Creek. On the Sunday we will return the way we came.
Oxford
Approx: Approx $20
Multi day trip 17-22 December
Departure point: Contact Leader - might leave
later afternoon on the 16th

Leader: Lorraine Poole 332 2864
candl.poole@gmail.com

Pre-Christmas Northern Womble:

Grade: Moderate
but at an
You’re invited to a pre-Christmas Northern womble from Dec 17easy pace
22, including Moss Pass, Blue Lake, Robert Ridge around the
Closes: 10 Dec
Nelson Lakes, all in huts.
BS24 Mt
Or if we had enough people we could do a cross-over as part of Map:
Robert
the TA trail starting at Tennyson going onto Lake Constance and
finish in St Arnaud.
Approx: Approx $70
Everyone will make their own payments for huts and tents may
have to be an option if huts are full. You will need money for tea
on the way up there and food coming back. Petrol costs will
probably be upwards of $70 give or take some. This trip is totally
weather dependent, and open to Club members.

Trip Reports
22-23 August 2020: Boundary Creek Hut
Barney Stephenson was the trip leader. Bryce Williamson, Mark Nicholls and Louise Petrie
were the other participants.
After driving through fog from Christchurch, on Hakatere Potts Road we had a view of the
vast smooth surface of Lake Clearwater (Te Puna a Taka) reflecting a gorgeous clear sky.
We parked the car at the Western Lake Access Track and then headed through tussock
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along the Lake Clearwater Western Link Track with the impressive snowy peaks of the
Two Thumbs Range ahead. The track then turns north to run beside the Potts River,
named after Thomas Henry Potts, one of New Zealand’s earliest conservationists. We
reached Lake Mystery at 1100m shortly after lunch, having climbed only about 400m.
Mystery Lake is nestled in the Dogs Range, and the reflection of The Pyramid (1748m),
visible from the eastern end of the lake, was a highlight of the trip for me. Past glacial
activity is evident in the fascinating land features of the area. Camping by Mystery Lake
would be a great option.

Lake Mystery

The short climb along the Mystery Lake Link Track results in expansive views of the
Rangitata River and the stunning surrounding mountains. We continued on Potts Hut
Track where snowy mountain ranges to the north and azure sky contrasted with the stark
tussocky countryside. At about 4pm we descended to Boundary Creek Hut, having walked
18kms. This is a musterers’ hut built between 1902 and 1906. The hut has eight bunk beds
and an open fireplace, but it is not insulated. There is plenty of room for tents between
Boundary Creek and the hut so we slept outside, as numerous sheep dogs have done in
the past, going by the 40 gallon drum kennels dotted around.
The guys managed to find some firewood. I’m not sure why I wasn’t involved in this
endeavour. At this stage I was probably either eating or attempting to extract the possum
from the toilet. Unfortunately, I discovered I had company in the loo after I’d latched the
door closed. Barney was keen for the possum to become stew and furry socks, but it later
left the loo on its own accord. Therefore, rather than cleaning splattered possum off the
walls of a longdrop, we spent the evening chatting around the fire while consuming a
delicious beverage generously supplied and hauled to the hut by Bryce.
Upon extracting myself from my tent after a chilly night, I was met by a very excited Bryce
who’d just discovered a couple of New Zealand falcon / karearea in a tree near the hut.
We set off around 9am, following the track south. The track is muddy in sections and
seemed popular with mountain bikers. After about 6 km, we turned west onto the Te Araroa
Trail. We had lunch in the sun while contemplating the feasibility of climbing a couple of
interesting rocky land features nearby (pt 1057 and pt 1080). Due to rain forecast for later
in the afternoon, we decided that further exploration should be left for another day. Shortly
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after lunch, Lake Clearwater came into view with the Harper Range as a backdrop. We
followed the track around the western end of the lake and reached the car park around
2:30pm, having walked 17kms that day.
On the return trip, we stopped briefly at Hakatere to see the Hakatere Station farm
buildings. The stone cottage, constructed in 1862, is one of mid-Canterbury’s oldest
dwellings. Further along Ashburton Gorge Rd there is a limestone cottage, and a limestone
quarry that was in use from 1872 – 1925. Before heading back to Christchurch, we still had
plenty of time for a visit to the Mt Somers Pub.
The Hakatere Conservation Park offers oodles of options for future exploration. If you’re a
fan of the Lord of the Rings, you can even visit the film site of Edoras. Mountain biking and
horse riding are also possibilities. Dogs are permitted in some areas.
I appreciated the vast views, rugged landscape and great company. It seems appropriate
to conclude with the words of our wise leader, Barney. “Eat ya hearts out all ye people who
decided not to come along. This was one highly fantastic trip…an absolutely remarkable
place.”
--Uploaded by: Louise Petrie on Fri Aug 28 2020

Route shown in red

30-31 August 2020:Kirwans Hut on the West Coast
Kirwans Hut is probably one of the fanciest huts on the West Coast. It’s located in an area
that has been extensively mined. Even the track to the hut was originally built for mining
purposes! 6 CTC trampers started off with the intention to reach the hut and hope to not
get rained on too much. After having some photography fun at Topffer Creek bridge, we
followed Topffer Creek on a very obvious and wide track. We soon split into 2 parties – one
was fast, the other one was extra fast. The extra fast folks were conscious enough to wait
at regular intervals for the rest of us which added a good safety dimension to my alwaysthink-if-the-worst-case-scenario trip leader’s mind.
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We reached the hut in less than 5 hours which was pretty fast. The hut was empty which
was great, but it also meant that it was very cold. Soon after we arrived it started raining
and the hut got even colder. As our bodies were cooling off and the cold was creeping up,
we tried to get the coal fire going to warm the hut up, but it ended up taking a good 3
hours. In the meantime, the old newspapers that I’d brought for the fire provided us with
endless entertainment in the form of quizzes and crosswords. I didn’t expect such success
with some old papers so I’ll make sure that next time I bring more. Once the coal finally got
going, it got so hot that I started to regret taking a top bunk instead of a bottom one.

Kirwans Hut in the rain

The following morning I woke up hoping for some good views but instead of them I saw the
same as last night: fog, fog and nothing but fog. Hut possum and hut weka turned up to
say hi which was only a weak consolation for the lack of views. At 8 AM, we were all
packed up in front of the hut, ready to start descending. The track from there onwards was
a bit rougher with occasional fallen trees but still pretty good for the West Coast. On the
way down to Montgomerie River there were some pretty impressive remnants from times
of the West Coast Gold Rush like Mrs Flannigan’s Boarding House or Lord Brassey
Stamper Battery. We reached Montgomerie Hut in about 3 hours.
At Montgomerie Hut, I tried to convince someone to go for a wee swim with me but the
success rate was very low. Oh well – I jumped into the river by myself. I managed to swim
for 15 seconds (perhaps only 10 actually) but the feeling of being refreshed was very
satisfactory (and I also couldn’t be blamed for being smelly in the car on the way back).
From Montgomerie Hut the track follows Waitahu River and is mostly a 4WD track but
there were still some ups and downs. Jacqui, Jimmy and Geoff went for a couple of bush
bashing adventures to spice up their weekend experience (although I’m a bit suspicious
that they missed some orange markers). Jimmy also decided to test the stiffness of his ribs
and landed on them once or twice which caused some bruising and light breathing issues.
Fortunately, young folk heal fast.
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Swing Bridge that begins in a cave

The last bit from Waitahu River Rd to Capleston car park was mostly across retired mining
land which is always quite sad to look at – it consisted of mostly exotic and invasive plant
species, water was scarce and if present, it was full of algae.
On the way back we stopped in Reefton for some good old fries and burgers. We were
back in Christchurch at 10 PM. Oh, and if you want to have plenty of entertainment while
driving, ask Jimmy to come in your car and tell you about his work experience since he’s
been a teenager until now.
Present:Michal Klajban (leader, scribe, photos), Shana Dooley, Geoff Sugden, Jimmy
Philpott, Jacqui O’Neill, Rose Laing
More photos on Michal's blog.
--Uploaded by: Michal Klajban on Fri Sep 11 2020

30 August 2020:Mt Bruce from the Back
This trip was originally meant to go to Mt O’Malley. The weather was a bit iffy with three
forecast websites saying snow showers and gentle to moderate winds, but with the
MetService saying strong to severe north-westerly gales. In the end, the decider was the
avalanche forecast, which predicted “considerable” risk and specifically advised that it was
not a good weekend to be on the AP tops. Instead we headed to Mt Bruce, a somewhat
lower peak (1630 m) and far enough east (we hoped) to be sheltered from the north
westerly.
After departing from Carlton Corner we picked up Penny and Louise from Yaldhurst Pub
carpark and then decanted a couple of people into Rodney’s car at Springfield. From SH73
just north of Mt Horrible, we could see that the north face of Mt Bruce was (disappointingly)
almost completely free of snow. Brief thought was briefly given to going to Bealey Spur
with the intention of climbing up to Hut Spur, which was showing some snow. However, we
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had spotted snow on the south-east face of Mt Bruce and reasoned that we could probably
find a snowy ascent route from the south.
We left Cora Lynn car park a bit after 10 am, ascending through the beech and pine forest
in a warm conditions. It was obviously raining still in Arthurs Pass Village and Mt O’Malley
was in scuddy clouds, probably experiencing snow showers. But as is often the case, the
bad weather seemed to stop abruptly at the Waimakariri and we were in the sun with a
warm and fairly light wind.
At the tree line we stopped for a snack, then pressed on to the A-frame Hut past Lagoon
Saddle for lunch. On the way David (who is better known for losing ice axes than finding
them) found an ice axe that someone else had dropped recently. He left it imbedded,
adze-up, in the track, to make it more apparent if the owner came back looking for it. Given
the number of Cass-Lagoon-Saddle trampers going in the opposite direction, I doubt very
much that it stayed much longer after our passing.
After taking about 30 minutes over lunch we continued south above the true left of Harper
River till we reached the unnamed tributary that drains the saddle (sometimes referred to
as Harper Saddle) between Mt Bruce and Pt 1672 m. Rather that following the CassLagoon Track to its intersection with the stream, we all followed Dave’s lead down a short,
steep bank of collapsed alluvium, then turned left up the stream.
After about five minutes we came across a small waterfall that we bypassed on the true
left. But mostly we followed the stream bed, climbing about 260 m over about 1.5 km.
Jamie and I fell behind the others and ended up following a different, somewhat higher and
slower (but more interesting) route that took us over some scree. When we eventually
caught the others at the saddle, half a dozen of them had already embarked on the ascent
of the snowy southern ridge to Mt Bruce summit. The others were debating whether or not
to follow. In the end, Penny, Louise and I decided to chase the others up the hill (with the
enabling advantage of solidly pre-plugged steps), while Jamie and Rodney decided to
head down Rough Creek to SH73.
The snow on the south ridge was splendid – not so hard to need crampons, but compact
enough that we were not slowed by falling through. The half dozen ahead of us had left
excellent steps, so we made good time and managed to catch up with the back of the
bunch. The final three of us arrived at Mt Bruce summit (1630 m) after climbing the 260 m
from the saddle in just 30 minutes.
I was certain that Dave would be the first person back to the cars; and since he was one of
the drivers, I asked him if he would drive round to Broad Stream Bridge to pick up Rodney
and Jamie (the other two drivers) and ferry them back to their cars. The last I saw of him
for the next couple of hours was him bolting off down the northern slopes with Lynette,
Jack and Simon haring after him.
I had contemplated using a combination of bum-sliding and scree running to get back to
Broad Stream and chasing Jamie and Rodney back to the road, but from the summit view
that route was clearly a good deal longer; so the remaining five of us followed Dave and
company, albeit at a more sedate pace, with Jiang out in front and stopping every now and
then to let us catch up.
The last three of us got back to the cars just after 5:30 pm. The 14.8 km journey, with 1200
m total ascent had taken us 7 hours and 25 minutes (the faster group presumably got
there well before us). Dave pulled up with Jamie and Rodney just five minutes later. We
got changed in still warm weather with sun shining on the Black Range.
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The drive home was comfortable and uneventful, with the now-traditional stop at the
Sheffield Hotel for burgers and beverages.
Thanks everyone for a very enjoyable day. Special thanks to the drivers – Dave, Jamie
and Rodney, and to Jack who (apparently) plugged the wonderful steps all of the way up
the south ridge.
Participants were: Penny Coffey, Louise Petrie; Xiaoqiu Jiang, Sarah McRae, Jamie Cole,
Jack O'Connor, Lynette Hartley, Simon Barr, Rodney Erickson, David Sutton and Bryce
Williamson.
Jiang's video (cut and paste into browser window):https://youtu.be/Yu76NDqTCIQ
--Uploaded by: Bryce Williamson on Mon Aug 31 2020

Route of trip

20 September 2020: Godley Head to Gebbies Pass
The Port Hills are the closest hills to Christchurch and I’d been thinking about traversing
them since I first moved to the city. One day in July I asked Emma if she'd be keen to colead this trip as we would need 2 cars, and I knew that Emma was used to running trips
like this before breakfast. She enthusiastically agreed - though at the time we had no idea
that 30 trampers would sign up for the trip!
The day started at 5 AM when my alarm went off as the designated drivers for the return
trip had planned to meet at Gebbies Pass at 6.30 AM. We left our cars there and Barry and
Alan drove us to Taylor’s Mistake to meet the rest of the group for the start of the trip.
Like good shepherds (I mean trip leaders), we counted our sheep (I mean trampers) and
we collected 10 NZD to make it easier for us to distribute the money to the drivers later on.
Emma led the fast beasts and I stayed with the slowish folks at the back. Most folks stayed
in the middle somewhere. I have to say though that by slowish I don’t mean actually slow the last of us reached Gebbies Pass in 10 hours which was still way faster than I had
anticipated.
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The Start!
The first part of the trail went pretty well. There were a lot of ups and downs and the first
half (Godley to Sign of Kiwi) was definitely harder than the second half (Sign of Kiwi to
Gebbies).
We were all happy to reach the Gondola where my small group met up with some other
folks from the middle group who were finishing their snack. But the highlight of the day
came at the Sugarloaf car park where we met Chris. Chris had set up a regular outdoor
cafe there for thirsty trampers with boiling water, camping chairs and plenty of tea and
coffee to choose from. A few people decided to bail from here and from Chris’s cafe it was
only a short walk to the Sign of Kiwi where a few more people decided to stop.
From the Sign of Kiwi onwards it was actually quite a pleasant walk. We followed a lot of
wide grassy paths and also crossed some cool patches of native bush. The last couple of
kilometers consisted of ridges where it got significantly colder with strong winds buffeting
our tired bodies. When we reached the road at the end of the Crater Rim Walkway, we met
up with Chris who in the meantime had driven to Gebbies and walked up to meet us.
We had tried to encourage people to make sure they were walking with a driver so that
they wouldn’t end up stranded in the carpark, but this turned out to be wishful thinking and
when we arrived at Gebbies, there were 6 trampers who had been waiting for 40min and
got quite cold. But we were all happy to have made it and overall it was an awesome day.
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Route shown in red
Some rough facts:
• Total distance: 36km
• 1500-1900m cumulative height gain (different GPS gave us different results)
• 32 participants
• 24 finished (some people bailed, some people didn’t plan to finish… I think only 3
people actually didn’t finish because it was a bit too big bite to chew)
• For many, this was the longest walk they’d ever done
• 3 cafe stops - Gondola, Chris’s Outdoor Cafe, Sign of Kiwi
Big thanks to Alan who helped with the car shuffle even though he didn’t do the actual
walk, Chris for his cafe and driving bailers back to their cars, and Barry, Kristy, Monika,
Ben and John for driving. And of course big thanks to Emma for co-leading and coorganizing, it was much easier to do this with 2 leaders. Let’s make more trips with 2 trip
leaders!
Participants: Emma Rogers (leader), Michal Klajban (leader, scribe), Monika Bratownik,
Benjamin Still, Carmela Terrobias, Bill Johnson, Kristy Macdonald, Vanessa Smith, Lynette
Hartley, Natasha Sydorenko, Sheryle Wootton, Allan McInnes, Barry Watson, John West,
Barney Stephenson, James Atlas, Penny Coffey, Miles Franklin, Chris McGimpsey,
Lindsay Walton, Kate Taylor, Bryce Williamson, Dan Cords, Jonathan Carr, Markus Milne,
Richard Kimberley, David Sutton, Heste Henning, Jonathan Webb, Sarah McRae,
Manpreet (Mani) Singh, Keli Chow
Photos by Emma, John, Michal, Barney.
You may find more photos onMichal's blog.
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).
We recommend you start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can be made then the Police. Refer to the list of Club Officers below, and on
www.ctc.org.nz. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Club Officers
President:

John West

021 230 2536

Secretary:

Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070 Social
Convenor:
Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer:

Carol Horgan

027 358 3281

Club Captain:

Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

Barney
Stephenson
Peter Hinchey

0225948023

027 212 7294 Gear Custodian:
Editor:

New Members
Emma Rogers
Rep:

022 491 6625 Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton

Day Trip
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie

027 614 2255

Overnight Trip
Organiser:

Barry Watson

021668895

IT Convenor:

Nick Edwards

Access Officer: Ian Dunn

322-6196
0273656751
0212141907

Searching the CTC website on Google. Type in the search field the name of a
thing that you want to find with quotation marks (to search the EXACT phrase), then add
site:ctc.org.nz
Omit the quotation marks if you don't want to search the exact phrase.
Example 1:
"Heaphy track" site:ctc.org.nz
to search for the exact phrase ‘Heaphy track’
Example 2:
Bealey site:ctc.org.nz
to search all pages with the word Bealey which would find any reference to a hut or track
or other.
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