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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter.
Fowlers Hut trip- Emma and Monika sharing
campsite with Charlie. Photo John Kerkhofs

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

Notices
Saturday 13 July
Annual Mid Winter Breakfast at Chateau on the Park Hotel:
This is a great chance to catch up with fellow trampers in a more social setting, and
involves a generous buffet breakfast for $25 at the restaurant at Chateau on the Park
Hotel. (Corner of Deans Avenue and Kilmarnock Street West).
We have booked for 15 people starting at 8.00 am. To be followed by the presentation of
the prestigious "Loo Loo" award. The breakfast is followed by a "Belly Buster" walk
somewhere near Christchurch.
**Please sign up for this social in the trip signup system ASAP so that we can gauge
interest**

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
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Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Katherine King 0276141941 or
email xxkatkingxx@live.co.uk. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if
there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Steve Bruerton 322-6196 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $25 non-member, $5 kids
under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Barney Stephenson, ph. 027 358 3281 .
Note: club gear assigned to you is your
responsibility; please take care of it. Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the outside of your pack can be easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This may result in serious damage to your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not
used, and report any damage to the gear
custodian.

Wednesday 26 June

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Club Night

Newsletter Folding and North Island Climbing Trip: Following newsletter folding, club
member John West is talking about climbing Mt’s Taranaki and Ruapehu during Easter.
Bryce, Susan, Barney, Kate and John had a great trip to Taranaki and the Central
Plateau, and fitted in some day trips as well.
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Saturday 29 June
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Vulcan: A lovely 4–5 hour easy trip with around 200m height
gain. Mt Vulcan (412m) overlooks the sea in the coastal hills north
of Waipara and there are good views of the coast as well as
Motunau Beach. Plenty of farm tracks to follow and return via
nearby Mt Venus. Round trip about 10kms.
Weekend 29-30 June
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Easy
Closes: 27 Jun
Map:
BV25
Approx: $20

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Winter Photography Weekend : With the growing number of
keen photographers in the Club, this trip is a great way to sharpen
your equipment, editing and camera skills regardless of your
ability. We will leave for the warm and cozy Arthur’s Pass Club Hut
on Fri night so we can take some astrophotography and catch the
sunrise for those who don’t like to sleep in. During Sat and Sun we
will hunt out waterfalls, rivers, mountainous views, snow and ice,
so you can snap an array of alpine shots. I also plan to run a fun
team photo comp so you can pit your photo and editing skills
against other teams. Please bring your photo editing gear with
you. Trip limit is 15 people.
Sunday 30 June
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closed: 20 Jun
Map:
Approx: $25 + Hut
Fees

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #27: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to Grade: Moderate
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills.
but at an
easy pace
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does Closes: 27 Jun
involve some bush bashing.
Map:
Bring your GPS and/or compass if you have one, but it is not Approx: $20
essential because they will be provided for the navigation part of
the exercise.
We will stop at the Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way
home because the trip lasts till 5 - 6pm depending on your
navigation skills.
NB - the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time.
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Wednesday 3 July

Club Night

An amateur and a professional bee keeper talk bees!: Guest speakers, John Perry
and Raelene A’Court will be talking all about bees, and their importance to the
sustainability of our environment and our future. The basics of bee-keeping will be
discussed, including, the bee life cycle, seasons and elements that affect the life of the
bee.
There will be a few hives on display and some other interesting items. Honey will also be
for sale, and also available for sampling!
Hope to see you there for a very interesting talk.
Sunday 7 July

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Ashburton Lakes: This trip takes in three lakes in the Hakatere Grade: Easy
Conservation Park and starts part way along the Hakatere-Potts Closes: 4 Jul
Road.
Map:
BX18 BX19
Follow a 4WD track and a short access track to Lake Roundabout
Approx: $25
from where there are lovely views of the surrounding mountains.
Rejoining the 4WD track, skirt around the shoreline of Lake Emma
and look forward to lunch at the historic Lake Emma Hut, built
between the 1860’s and 1890.
Continuing around Lake Emma, along the base of Mt Harper,
follow the track through to Lake Camp.
The trip will require a car shuffle.
Sunday 7 July
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Brendon Fisher
bfishernz@gmail.com

Mt Binser: Arthurs Pass NP near Mt White Rd

Grade: Moderate
My plan would be to park at the bottom of the Binser Saddle Closes: 4 Jul
Track, hike up to the Binser Saddle, then head off track and walk Map:
BV21
up the ridgeline to Mt Binser.
Approx: $20
Return leg would most likely be via the western spur down to Mt
White Road and then a road bash back to the car. I suppose this
would make it a moderate trip based on a 1500m elevation gain,
6-10hrs walking.
Note - Ice axe and crampons required. You can contact Brendon
the leader on his email or mobile number - bfishernz@gmail.com
021 0229 4170
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Sunday 7 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-02322310 bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Mt Cotton/Cotton Range Traverse: Lake Coleridge area

Grade: EasyMod+
Starting from the northern end of the Cotton Range, we will climb Closes: 4 Jul
about 900m over about 5 km to Mt Cotton (1470m), which Map:
BW20
overlooks Lake Coleridge from the east. Then continue on over Pt
Approx: $25
1369 looking for a good descent route to a shuffle-car
conveniently left near Mt Hennah.
Wednesday 10 July

Club Night

Tramping in South America by Viva Expeditions: Join Rachel Williams, Viva
Expeditions founder, on a journey through some of the best trails in South America.
Many of Rachel’s favourite hikes are in Patagonia, a true trampers paradise. But, the
famed Inca Trail to Machu Pichu is one of the most coveted highlights for many visitors to
South America. Did you know there are more than 5 versions of the Inca Trail? These
include the Salkantay, Lares and the lesser known routes of Choquiquerau and
Vilcabamba.
Rachel will talk you through the ins and outs of these multi-day hikes, the logistics
involved and whether camping or Lodge-to-lodge is more your style. Rachel will also take
you off the beaten path trekking in the dramatic mountain ranges of Cordillera Blanca
Peru, Galapagos and to Colombia’s Lost City.
Viva Expeditions is New Zealand’s leading South America travel specialist, operating
tours for over 10 years. Applying many years of experience working as tour leaders and
guides in South America as well as travelling independently to the furthermost reaches of
the continent enables Viva to create unique and exciting itineraries.
Saturday 13 July
Departure point: Meet at the Midwinter
Breakfast Venue -Chateau on the Park

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

After-Mid-Winter Breakfast Port Hills tramp:

Grade: Easy
Attendance at the mid-winter breakfast is a desirable but not quite Closes: 11 Jul
mandatory requirement to go on this easy walk, it could be Map:
moderate if you eat too much.
Approx:
The Godley Head circuit is a possibility, or another pleasant stroll
further south along the Port Hills.
Meet up at breakfast venue. This scheme is subject to change as
the breakfast plan develops.
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Saturday 13 July 8:30 am
Departure point: Venue
Christchurch

Leader: Katherine King
TBC

-

Central

Midwinter Breakfast - Register your interest!:

Grade: Social
Event
Please sign up for this trip if you would like to attend the Midwinter
Breakfast. This is a great chance to catch up with fellow trampers Closes: 11 Jul
in a more social setting, and involves a buffet breakfast in a Map:
central Christchurch location and the presentation of the
Approx:
prestigious "Loo Loo" award.
The breakfast is traditionally followed by a "Belly Buster" walk
somewhere near Christchurch. The breakfast will be organised if
there is sufficient interest – for start time and venue see Notices
section above. In previous years the cost has been around $25 for
a generous buffet breakfast.
Weekend 13-14 July
Departure point: Caltex Russley Friday 12 July
Chelsea Cake Series #2 Crystal Biv Track:

Leader: Liz Stephenson 0276332038
trampingtrip@gmail.com
Grade: Moderate

Drive over to Hoki Friday night and stay in accommodation (TBA). Closes: 4 Jul
Walk in Toaraoha Saturday early. Chop track on the way to Yeats Map:
BV19
Ridge Hut for Saturday night stay.
Approx: Contact
Sunday - chop and walk out with soak in Cedar flat hot pool, drive
Leader
home.
Wednesday 17 July

Club Night

Podiatrist Ben Lamb:
Ben Lamb is head of Podiatry at Health and Sport Central, and founded orthotics
company Footmed in 1997.
His focus is on biomechanics, sports injury and orthotics treatment. Tonight he is coming
to talk about common foot and leg injuries for sports people like us and how to avoid
them. Many trampers suffer from foot problems, so there should be some very useful
information on keeping our feet in top-notch condition.
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Friday 19 July
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

Snow Skills Course for Beginners : Want to learn how to use an Grade: Training
Ice Axe and Crampons?
Closes: 18 Jul
This is the course to gain this essential skill set (you should never Map:
BV20
be wearing crampons without knowing how to use them correctly).
Approx: $80
We will leave Caltex Russley at 7pm and proceed to the Club
Lodge in Arthur’s Pass. If you own your own Ice Axe and
Crampons bring them. If not they will all be supplied (you do not
need to hire them elsewhere). You will need at a minimum
easy/moderate fitness. We will be in snow all day so appropriate
gear to stay comfortable is essential.
You MUST be a club member before the date of the course to
participate. Sign up on line.
Costs will be transport + Hut fees + Ice Axe and Crampons hire.
Approx $80 total. Any questions ph Alan Ross 021 962884
3846425
Saturday 20 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Helicopter Hill (Craigieburn Valley):

Grade: Easy+

Starting by the shelter at the Upper Cave Stream Reserve, follow Closes: 18 Jul
the Mistletoe Track through beech forest, then sidle 73 Track Map:
BW21
through to the Craigieburn Valley Ski Road.
Approx: $20
A short section of the ski road and Craigieburn Valley Track takes
us up to Lyndon Saddle from where we ascend Helicopter Hill
(1256m, around 400m height gain).
Panoramic views of Castle Hill Basin. Return trip will descend to
Lyndon Saddle and follow the Luge Track and Broken River Ski
Road back to the shelter.
Saturday 20 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Mt Olympus (Craigieburn Range) with Hot Tub Option:

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Day trip to climb Mt Olympus (2094m). We will park in the lower
car park and follow one of the ridges along summit. There is an Closes: 18 Jul
easier route following the rope tows up as another option.
Map:
BW20
Return down the quickest route then have a stop for refreshments Approx: $25 plus $5
and (optionally), a soak in the hot tub at the Mt Olympus ski lodge
hot tub fees
on the way down. Don’t forget to bring togs and a towel for the hot
tub option!
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Sunday 21 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #28:

Grade: Moderate
but at an
A beginners guide to getting lost and what to do about it, plus
easy pace
some general navigation & bushcraft skills.
Closes: 18 Jul
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does Map:
involve some bush bashing.
Approx: $20
Bring your GPS and/or compass if you have one, but it is not
essential because they will be provided for the navigation part of
the exercise. We will stop at the Rangiora pub for tea and a
debrief on the way home because the trip lasts till 5 - 6pm
depending on your navigation skills.
NB - the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time.
Wednesday 24 July

Club Night

Bryce Williamson-Norway:
Last December Bryce and Wendy headed to Tromso in Northern Norway to visit their
daughter and her family and to experience a truly Arctic, winter Christmas. Bryce will talk
about some outdoor exertions high in the northern latitudes when the sun doesn’t rise,
the snow is deep and it’s biting cold outside.
Saturday 27 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Rakaia Gorge Walkway/Terrace Downs:

Grade: Easy
This is a nice easy trip, mainly following the cliffs and river Closes: 25 Jul
terraces above the gorge, giving great views of the gorge and Map:
BX20
surrounding landscape.
Approx: $20
The walkway starts in farmland, then enters areas of regenerating
native bush. We will make a short detour to Terrace Downs for
morning tea, and rejoin the walkway at the end where there is a
good viewpoint. A short loop takes us down to the Rakaia River
and we return via the disused Snowdon Coalmine.
Wednesday 31 July

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening: Newsletter Folding Evening and general chat with
refreshments. A talk will be notified closer to the time.
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Sunday 4 August
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Lake Clearwater Circuit:

Grade: Easy
This trip in the Ashburton Lakes area will start at the entrance to Closes: 1 Aug
Lake Camp, cross Lambies Stream and head west on a 4WD Map:
BX18
track, with good views up and down the lake.
Approx: $30
We join the Eastern Link Track and a short section of the Te
Araroa Trail along a series of terraces and stream fords. At the
western edge of the lake, we cross a large wetland on a
boardwalk to rejoin the Lake Clearwater Circuit Track through the
settlement and back to the cars.
Long Weekend 7-11 August

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Tongariro Crossing in Winter:

Grade: Moderate
(requires
The Tongariro Crossing is a tramp that needs little introduction. It’s
snow skills)
iconic among people from all walks of life and experience levels.
Closes: 25 Jul
A classic hike for the keen tramper is to do it in winter, which is our
Map:
BH34 BH35
goal.
The plan is to fly from ChCh to Palmerston North or WEL on Tue Approx: Approx.
$300
evening on Aug 6th and return Sun Aug 11. Within this time our
plan is to complete the crossing in one day then try to also climb
Mt Ruapehu and/or Mt Ngauruhoe on another day.
A certain level of flexibility will need to prevail depending on the
best weather conditions on the day. Although we won’t be roped
together, a good level of snow experience will be required, as will
alpine clothing and equipment.
Costs are approx. and will cover van/car hire and camping/hostel
type accomodation near the crossing or mountains, (they exclude
airfares.)
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Weekend 17-18 August
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Snow Caves, Igloos and Winter Tenting Course:

Grade: Easy/Work
It’s not every day you get to build your very own winter wondrous Closes: 8 Aug
hideaway.
Map:
However this weekend you will have the chance to learn how to Approx: Up to $25 +
successfully build a snow cave and/or igloo, and gain some hot
meal
winter tenting tips.
Our local ‘Eskimo’, Bill Johnson, and his non-Eskimo offsider
Barry Watson will be leading this course. Our aim is to go to
Broken River Ski Field where we will be provided with a hot dinner
at night in the lodge, and cooked breakfast in the morning, all for
only $35 p/p.
Come prepared with two sleeping mats to sleep on, warm clothes
and a snow shovel if you have one. Bring a good sturdy tent if you
plan to sleep in this, or you can stay the night in the igloo or snow
cave you create.
Bring crampons, ice axe and helmet, together with fairy lights for
the inside of your snowy creation.
Weekend 24-25 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Avalanche Awareness Course (OENZ): This is a 2 day
introductory avalanche awareness course that focuses on
identifying avalanche terrain and understanding what causes
avalanches.
Understanding the NZ Backcountry Avalanche Advisory is a vital
skill that you will learn on this course. This is a practical field
based course with some theory to increase your understanding.
This course is approved by (MSC) Mountain Safety Council. You
will gain a MSC certificate in Avalanche Awareness upon
completion of this course.
We will stay at the Club Hut on Friday night and the fee includes
lodging and main meals at Temple Basin. This course is only
open to Club Members.
AVALANCHE AWARENESS COURSE INCLUDES...
Introduction to the NZ Backcountry
Avalanche Advisory
Mountain Weather in NZ
Using an avalanche transceiver
Probing techniques
Snow Shovelling techniques
Small party rescue scenarios
Identifying avalanche terrain
Identifying terrain traps
Introduction to safe travel techniques
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Grade: Training
Closes: 15 Aug
Map:
Approx: $399

Sunday 25 August
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #29: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to Grade: Moderate
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills.
but at an
easy pace
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does Closes: 22 Aug
involve some bush bashing.
Map:
Bring your GPS and/or compass if you have one, but it is not Approx: $20
essential because they will be provided for the navigation part of
the exercise. We will stop at the Rangiora pub for tea and a
debrief on the way home because the trip lasts till 5 - 6pm
depending on your navigation skills.
NB - the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time.
Sunday 29 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #30: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to Grade: Moderate
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills.
but at an
easy pace
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does Closes: 26 Sep
involve some bush bashing.
Map:
Bring your GPS and/or compass if you have one, but it is not Approx: $20
essential because they will be provided for the navigation part of
the exercise. We will stop at the Rangiora pub for tea and a
debrief on the way home because the trip lasts till 5 - 6pm
depending on your navigation skills.
NB - the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time.
Sunday 27 October
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #31: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to Grade: Moderate
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills.
but at an
easy pace
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does Closes: 24 Oct
involve some bush bashing.
Map:
Bring your GPS and/or compass if you have one, but it is not Approx: $20
essential because they will be provided for the navigation part of
the exercise. We will stop at the Rangiora pub for tea and a
debrief on the way home because the trip lasts till 5 - 6pm
depending on your navigation skills.
NB - the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time.
NB - this will be the last TORTIS Tour for 2019.
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Trip Reports
15-16 June

Woolshed Creek

An easy walk into the popular Woolshed Creek Hut at Mt Somers with an overnight stay.
The weather wasn't the greatest as we headed south but had improved by the time we got
to the Woolshed Creek carpark to only being very light drizzle and low cloud.
We donned our waterproofs and head off up the track. We stopped at the old Blackburn
mine site for an early lunch in the shelter of the recreated entrance. We then continued on
through the damp to the hut.
After a cup of tea and birthday cake the weather improved enough to go for a wander to
the water caves.
Returning from the water caves we had a delicious pot luck tea and then had an early
night. The people sleeping in the hut had an interrupted night with one of the other
trampers having violent and loud nightmares. I regretted only taking my summer sleeping
bag during the middle of the night but putting my down jacket on kept me toasty for the
rest of the night.
Sunday dawned fine and frosty and after a leisurely breakfast we headed on our way. Most
of us decided to return via Rhyolite Ridge and the Bus Stop overhang. The rest of the
group headed back via the Miners Track.
After reuniting at the carpark we then headed to the Railway Hotel at Rakaia for
refreshments before heading home. Scribe: Symon Holmes

Descending through the murk towards Woolshed Ck hut. Photo Symon Holmes
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15-16 June 2019

Fowlers Hut

Fowlers Hut Campsite in the middle of photo – John Kerkhofs

Chris’ third trip in the Johnnie Walker series was to take us on a couple of day walks from
Fowlers hut, North of Hanmer in the Clarence valley. The hut is accessible by road, which
meant that we could drive right up to it, and that of course meant that weight was no
consideration as the car would do all the heavy carrying. Accordingly everybody loaded up
with vast quantities of food, chairs, and all kind of things that would never make it into a
backpack for an overnight trip. My car can take five trampers loaded for overnight, but for
this kind of trip it’s challenging to get four people and their gear in.
We arrived at the hut full of good intentions, but of course it didn’t entirely go to plan,
something that will probably not come entirely as a surprise to the reader. The weather
was rather suboptimal with the rain being unaware that the weather forecast had predicted
it to clear by midday. We pitched the tents in a bit of light drizzle, and after a bite of lunch
set off on the day 2 trip, having abandoned all hope of accomplishing the original
ambitious day 1 mission.
It wasn’t too wet as we set off on the Fowler Pass track towards Mt Seymour, and indeed
we had to remove some layers of clothing as we headed upwards. Mt Seymour is actually
a deviation off the track which I was carefully following with my eyes fixed firmly on where I
was placing my feet, a technique that I’ve found results in my falling over less frequently. I
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became vaguely aware of my name being called, and I looked up to find that the rest of the
group had left the track and were heading uphill. I was on the track all right, but we were
going off-track. I really must pay more attention to the pre-walk briefings.
Uphill meant that we were heading into the clouds, and of course the higher we went the
colder and wetter it got. Eventually we reached the summit of Mt Seymour, where we got a
great view of the inside of a cloud, but not much of a view of the ridge that we were
supposed to be following. Fortunately Chris knew the way to go, and there was enough
visibility to locate the ridge and follow it to Blue Mountain. From there we took a nice scree
run down to Duncans stream and followed that back down to the road. Chantal didn’t join
us on the walk, so Chris had arranged for her to meet us where the track joins the road
and drive us back to the hut. That took care of four of the walkers; I grabbed my car and
Chantal and I returned to pick up the rest. Much better than slogging along the road for
four kilometres!
A fire was started and all the wet gear was hung up to dry. We settled down for the dinner,
and what a feast! When weight doesn’t matter, you can eat really well. Venison stew was
popular and didn’t last long enough for me to get any. There were two bread and butter
puddings, a Blueberry Danish, bread, cheese and salami, quinoa and pasta salads, a
couple of litres of custard, and a fair quantity of a red spicy beverage. Somebody had
brought a bluetooth speaker, so we had music as well. Eventually we all headed off to our
tents, except for the less hardy few who slept in the hut. John was woken at about 11:30
pm by the police, who were searching for some missing cyclists. Some time later he heard
another car, and then two cars left, so we assume that they were found, but we know no
more than that.
The night wasn’t terribly cold; there was no frost, and the clouds cleared so we had a
bright and clear morning. Chris had a plan to go up The Battery to Mt St George and walk
the ridge-line in a big loop back to the hut, so after breakfast we headed off up the hill and
were soon walking in beautiful sunshine. By the time we’d climbed 300 metres, though, we
could see some weather coming in, and the ridge disappeared into the clouds. Monika and
I had already decided we didn’t like the look of that and were getting ready to bail out; after
all we’d already walked inside a cloud yesterday and saw no need to repeat the
experience so quickly. Chris made the same decision at the same time, so we all bailed
together, sparing us the ignominy of being labelled snowflakes for bailing out early. Fourty
minutes up, and thirty minutes down, hardly an epic trip!
We packed up all the gear, and as the weather near Hanmer looked OK, Chris suggested
that we walk to the top of Mt Isobel from Jacks Pass. There was more enthusiasm for
going to the hot pools instead, but we though we’d at least take a look. The first two cars
got to Jacks Pass, we wound the windows down, assessed the wind and temperature, and
didn’t bother getting out of the cars. There was a suggestion of just heading down to
Hanmer straight away and making Chris follow us, but that seemed a bit pushy, so we
waited. Upon arrival Chris jumped out of the car and shamed us all into getting and
walking up the hill. We are hardy trampers, after all, so we shouldn’t let a bit of wind put us
off.
They were off like a shot from the car park. I was still struggling with my boots and
backpack when everybody was charging up the hill, helped by the fact that they were
largely going without backpacks. It might be only a short walk, but I didn’t trust the
weather, and anyway without the backpack I can’t carry my first aid kit, water bottle,
camera, etc. And without the camera what’s the point of the walk? Anyway, I caught up and
passed the slower walkers before long, but the faster ones had summited and were
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returning when I was still 5 minutes away from the summit. The start of the walk was
sunny and warm, but the higher I went the colder and windier it got, which probably
accounts for the hasty ascent and descent.
The entire round trip took an hour and three quarters, and from Jacks Pass it was a short
drive into Hanmer for a late lunch and some drinks before heading back to Christchurch,
arriving at the extraordinarily early time of 4 PM. Early enough to sort out the wet and
smelly gear and get a wash on, and start preparing for the next adventure. Fowlers Hut is
due another visit though, there are plenty of walks nearby and we have unfinished
business
Statistics for Mt Seymour/ Blue Mountain
Distance walked 7.9 km
Min elevation 948 m
Max elevation 1808 m
Cumulative elevation gain 923 m
Total walk time 4 h 07 m
Moving time 2 h 54 m
Average moving speed 2.73 km/h
Statistics for the woeful attempt on Mt St George.\
Distance walked 2.4 km
Min elevation 944 m
Max elevation 1232 m
Cumulative elevation gain 294 m
Total walk time 1 h 11 m
Moving time 0 h 54 m
Average moving speed 2.6 km/h
In the rush to get up Mt Isobel, I forgot the GPS, so here are some guesses.
Distance walked 6 km
Min elevation 864 m
Max elevation 1313 m
Cumulative elevation gain 542 m
Total walk time 1 h 45 m
The walkers were Chris McGimpsey(Leader), Barry Watson, Chantal McCarthy, Emma
Rogers, Grant Barrie, John West, Jonathan Carr, Monika Bratownik, Warwick Dowling,
Zack Williams, John Kerkhofs (Scribe and Photographer)
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Dinner at Fowlers Hut - photo Zack Williams
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22 June

Conical Knoll

Lunchtime on top of Conical Knoll

Conical Knoll is a little bump on the map in the shadow of the Big Ben Range, with
magnificent views of the Mt Hutt Range. It’s only 746 metres high, and if that sounds like it
might be a bit of a climb, the start of the walk is already 490 metres, so the climb is 746 –
490 = roughly 513 metres. If you think my maths is a bit suspect, there is a minor amount
of up and down along the track that has to be taken into account, but it’s negligible. The
only part where you notice you are climbing is the knoll itself, and that’s only about 150
metres.
The entire walk is on a farm, Middle Rock Station, and a fair amount of it is on farm tracks.
Not the most inspiring walking, but the Mt Hutt Range is in view through the entire trip, and
Kā Tiritiri o te Moana (Southern alps) is frequently visible. There are glimpses of the
Rakaia river, but I don’t think that Lake Coleridge is ever seen although it’s very close.
Walking through the farm has the advantage of keeping your feet dry; last time I walked to
Conical Knoll it was up the Dry Acheron Stream, which despite its name is not dry, and you
can expect wet feet from the many stream crossings.
The walk was a pretty straight-forward stroll to the top for lunch, and then back down
again, varying the route slightly on the return. On the return to Christchurch we stopped
the Hororata Café for refreshments. I’m always disappointed about the pies, they make
great pies but I always seem to arrive when they are sold out, or don’t have the pies I like.
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I consoled myself with a piece of carrot cake that I expected to share with Paulette, but
she wasn’t hungry so I had to eat the whole piece on my own.
It was a nice walk with good company; thanks to Mike for doing the organizing.
Statistics:
Distance walked 15.2 km
Min elevation 480 m
Max elevation 746 m
Cumulative elevation gain 513 m
Total walk time 4 h 52 m
Moving time 3 h 16 m
Average moving speed 4.7 km/h
The walkers were Mike Newlove (Leader), Penny Coffey, Bryce Williamson, Claudio de
Tommasi, Liz van Ekeris, Paulette French, Rachel Brown, Monika Bratownik, Lisa
McKinnon, Phil Hulme, Owen Hulme, Bernhard Parawa, and John Kerkhofs (Scribe and
Photographer)
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Classifieds
Lost gear: Has anyone lost these waterproof trousers? I am not sure if they are mine or if
someone left them in my car after a CTC trip. If you think they are yours then please
contact me. Scotty 0278 093 663
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).
We recommend you start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can be made then the Police. Refer to the list of Club Officers below, and on
www.ctc.org.nz. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Club Officers
President:

Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070 Social
Kay Taylor
Convenor:
Vice President: Bill Johnson
022 049 3453
Social
Secretary:
Eric Skea
021 0247 5473
Katherine King
Convenor:
Treasurer:
Carol Horgan
027 212 7294
Barney
Gear Custodian:
Club Captain: Alan Ross
384-6425
Stephenson
New Members
Emma Rogers
Rep:

0224916625

New Members
Joshua Johnson
Rep:

0278865868

Day Trip
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie

027 614 2255

Overnight Trip
Organiser:

Barry Watson

021668895

Editor:

Peter Hinchey

03358-4580
0276141941
027 358 3281

0225948023

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

IT Convenor:

0273656751

Nick Edwards

Access Officer: Ian Dunn

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 25 July 2019 – Thanks.
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0212141907

