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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter.

Punakaiki area – the newest Great Walk -photo Jonathon Carr

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

Social
We’re a bit late in getting the photo competition under way this year, but there’s still time
to dust off your SD cards and wow us with your best photos.
We are looking for submissions in the following categories:
* ABOVE BUSHLINE (With no Human Element)
* ABOVE BUSHLINE (With a Human Element)
* BELOW BUSHLINE (With no Human Element)
* BELOW BUSHLINE (With a Human Element)
* HISTORIC
* NATIVE FLORA & FAUNA
* LONG EXPOSURE
Plus the eagerly awaited return of last year’s most enjoyable category:
* FUNNIEST PHOTO —Send in your Funniest CTC/Tramping photos, we won’t
forward these to the FMC, so no rules apply!
The FMC competition also has theme this year, Forgotten Places, you can read more
about this on their site.
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We’ll be showing these photos at the CTC photography competition night on 4th
September. The top entries from each official category (as voted by those present) will be
put forward into the FMC photo competition.
There are some awesome prizes on offer for winners of the FMC contest so don’t miss
out!
Photo competition Rules:
* Each member may submit a maximum of two photos per category.
* Please get your entries to us by the 1st of September.
* The detailed rules to be eligible for entry to the FMC contest are here:
https://www.fmc.org.nz/photo-competition/
But in general the photos must have been taken within New Zealand, since Jan 1 2016
(earlier than this puts them in the historic category) and they must meet the FMC rules for
post processing.
How to submit images:
* Photos can be uploaded to the relevant folders here:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1POvtZzvTnMa_jMY0t6RbuWLERs5z6sD_?
usp=sharing
* If you don’t have a Google account you can email them
to john.kerkhofs@gmail.com and he will upload them for you.
* Please note that photos must be between 1 MB and 5 MB in size.
Naming your files:
You will get some serious brownie points if you can use the naming conventions specified
on the FMC entry form:
https://www.fmc.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Entry-Form-template-clubs2019-v1.1.pdf
At a bare minimum you must label all images with your name and a caption (how else do
we know who took the picture and what they took it of?)
So get sorting and send your snaps and we’ll see you on the 4th of September!

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
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Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone John West 0212302536 or email
john_a_west@outlook.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if
there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Steve Bruerton 322-6196 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $25 non-member, $5 kids
under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Barney Stephenson, ph. 027 358 3281 .
Note: club gear assigned to you is your
responsibility; please take care of it. Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the outside of your pack can be easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This may result in serious damage to your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not
used, and report any damage to the gear
custodian.

Wednesday 31 July

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening: Newsletter Folding Evening and general chat with
refreshments.
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Sunday 4 August
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Lake Clearwater Circuit: This trip in the Ashburton Lakes area
will start at the entrance to Lake Camp, cross Lambies Stream
and head west on a 4WD track, with good views up and down the
lake. Join the Eastern Link Track and a short section of the Te
Araroa Trail along a series of terraces and stream fords. At the
western edge of the lake, cross a large wetland on a boardwalk.
Rejoin the Lake Clearwater Circuit Track through the settlement
and back to the cars.
Wednesday 7 August

Grade: Easy
Closes: 1 Aug
Map:
BX18
Approx: $30

Club Night

Free Evening: This is currently a free evening - if there’s a talk it will be advertised closer
to the date. The club rooms will be open as always for a catch up and refreshments.
Long Weekend 7-11 August

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Tongariro Crossing in Winter: The Tongariro Crossing is a tramp Grade: Moderate
that needs little introduction. It’s iconic among people from all
(requires
walks of life and experience levels.
snow skills)
A classic hike for the keen tramper is to do it in winter, which is our Closed: 25 Jul
goal.
Map:
BH34 BH35
The plan is to fly from ChCh to Palmerston North or WEL on Tue Approx: Approx.
evening on Aug 6th and return Sun Aug 11. Within this time our
$300
plan is to complete the crossing in one day then try to also climb
Mt Ruapehu and/or Mt Ngauruhoe on another day.
A certain level of flexibility will need to prevail depending on the
best weather conditions on the day. Although we won’t be roped
together, a good level of snow experience will be required, as will
alpine clothing and equipment.
Costs are approx. and will cover van/car hire and camping/hostel
type accommodation near the crossing or mountains, (they
exclude airfares.)
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Weekend 10-11 August
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

Basic Snowcraft Course new date:
Want to learn how to use an Ice Axe and Crampons?

Grade: Training
Closes: 1 Aug

BV20
This is the course to gain this essential skill set (you should never Map:
be wearing crampons without knowing how to use them correctly). Approx: $80
We will leave Caltex Russley at 7pm and proceed to the Club
Lodge in Arthur’s Pass. If you own your own Ice Axe and
Crampons bring them. If not they will all be supplied (you do not
need to hire them elsewhere). You will need at a minimum
easy/moderate fitness. We will be in snow all day so appropriate
gear to stay comfortable is essential.
You MUST be a club member before the date of the course to
participate.
Sign up on line. Costs will be transport + Hut fees + Ice Axe and
Crampons hire. Approx $80 total. Any questions ph Alan Ross 021
962884 3846425
Sunday 11 August
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-02322310 bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Castle Hill Peak via Dry Stream:

Grade: Moderate
(requires
Some time ago a group of CTCers climbed CHP via Ghost Creek.
snow skills)
More recently it occurred to me that Dry Stream might make
another interesting scrambly route. The idea is to park near the Closes: 8 Aug
Dry Stream bridge of SH73, head up the stream in the hope of Map:
BW21
finding a route to the spine of the Torlesse Range then on to CHP
Approx: $20
summit (1996m).
Return to the cars via Mt Plenty. Snow skills will very possibly be
needed and the trip could be subject to last minute alterations due
to avalanche conditions.
Wednesday 14 August

Club Night

Carpathian Capers - Tramping in the Tatras:
Nick Edwards and Kayleigh Gilkes are talking about their recent trip to Central Europe,
where they tramped in the Tatras mountains on the border between Slovakia and Poland.
Come along to hear about swanky high-altitude huts with six month waiting lists,
communist hotels, and sneaking past hordes of tourists queuing to use chained routes.
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Saturday 17 August
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hinewai Reserve: Hinewai is a beautiful bird and bush reserve on Grade: Easy+
the eastern side of Banks Peninsula, accessed from the Summit Closes: 15 Aug
Road above Akaroa.
Map:
BY25
The trip will start from the car park at the end of Lower Long Bay
Approx: $20
Road and follow the Valley Track, then the Kereru Track up to
Jules Knob (370m), from where there are great views looking out
over the reserve and Otanerito Bay. Continuing along the Kereru
Track, look forward to lunch at the Visitor Centre. From there, we
follow West Track and Beech Terrace Track where there is a stand
of red beech trees. Rejoin the Valley Track, Lower Valley Track
back to the cars.
Weekend 17-18 August
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Snow Caves, Igloos and Winter Tenting Course:

Grade: Easy/Work

It’s not every day you get to build your very own winter wondrous Closes: 8 Aug
hideaway. However this weekend you will have the chance to Map:
learn how to successfully build a snow cave and/or igloo, and gain
Approx: Up to $25 +
some hot winter tenting tips.
meal
Our local ‘Eskimo’, Bill Johnson, and his non-Eskimo offsider
Barry Watson will be leading this course.
Our aim is to go to Broken River Ski Field where we will be
provided with a hot dinner at night in the lodge, and cooked
breakfast in the morning, all for only $35 p/p. Come prepared with
two sleeping mats to sleep on, warm clothes and a snow shovel if
you have one. Bring a good sturdy tent if you plan to sleep in this,
or you can stay the night in the igloo or snow cave you create.
Bring crampons, ice axe and helmet, together with fairy lights for
the inside of your snowy creation.
Wednesday 21 August

Club Night

Not Just for Weekends - Midweek Tramping for Fun and Fitness:
Susan Pearson has been on a huge number of trips in recent years, boosting her
weekend tramping with additional Wednesday walks.
Susan will be showcasing a diverse range of trips. For members who don’t work Monday
to Friday, this should give you some great ideas for what to do midweek, and who to do it
with!
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Sunday 25 August
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #29: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to Grade: Moderate
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills.
but at an
easy pace
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does Closes: 22 Aug
involve some bush bashing.
Map:
Bring your GPS and/or compass if you have one, but it is not Approx: $20
essential because they will be provided for the navigation part of
the exercise. We will stop at the Rangiora pub for tea and a
debrief on the way home because the trip lasts till 5 - 6pm
depending on your navigation skills.
NB - the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time.
Wednesday 28 August

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening / "Gone in 15 Minutes" Combining Tramping and
Paragliding:
Have you ever found yourself standing somewhere above the bushline, just a few too
many hours from your car, feeling rather weary and sorry for yourself? Well, be prepared
to be sold on a most miraculous product that will make descent woes a thing of the past.
Gerhardt Spur Bivouac? 15 minutes from bivvy to car. Mount Fyffe? 15 minutes is your
magic number. Buckland Peaks Hut? Naturally, 15 minutes. Mount Te Kinga? Sent in 15.
What could possibly be the downside ... come along to hear Lorraine talk about hike and
flying around the South Island, including her new goal in life of arriving at work before
9am, after a dawn mountain flight.
Also featured will be some video footage from Fraser Monteith, a paraglider who has an
annoying habit of flying for much longer than 15 minutes. The main slide show for this
talk will feature flights from the flanks of Mount Potts, near the garden of Eden,
recounting the experience of paraglider 1, who flew straight to the car, paraglider 2, who
diverted to soar over the heads of unsuspecting tourists/orcs on Mount Sunday/Edoras,
and paraglider 3, who flew from Mount Potts to soar over Mount Arrowsmith, faster than
you could walk to Cameron Hut.
Join Lorraine Johns for fascinating tales of aerial activity.
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Saturday 31 August
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Grey/Maukatere: This is one of the most accessible bumps in Grade:
the northern foothills and makes a popular easy/moderate trip.
Closes:
We will start from the Grey River Picnic Area and take the Mt Grey Map:
Track which climbs steadily through native bush, before opening
out onto tussock slopes leading to the trig on the summit of Mt
Approx:
Grey (934m). Great views from the summit.

Easy/Mod
29 Aug
BV23
BW23
$15

Return to the Lake Janet picnic area via the lookout. Around 600m
height gain. The trip will require a car shuffle.
Weekend 31 August-1 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Avalanche Awareness Course (OENZ): This is a 2 day Grade: Training
introductory avalanche awareness course that focuses on Closes: 22 Aug
identifying avalanche terrain and understanding what causes
Map:
avalanches.
Approx: $315 + hut
Understanding the NZ Backcountry Avalanche Advisory is a vital
fees
skill that you will learn on this course. This is a practical field
based course with some theory to increase your understanding.
This course is approved by (MSC) Mountain Safety Council.
You will gain a MSC certificate in Avalanche Awareness upon
completion of this course.
We will stay at the Club Hut on Friday and Saturday nights so
bring enough food for the weekend.
This course is only open to Club Members.
AVALANCHE AWARENESS COURSE INCLUDES...
Introduction to the NZ Backcountry Avalanche Advisory
Mountain Weather in NZ
Using an avalanche transceiver
Probing techniques
Snow Shoveling technique
Small party rescue scenarios
Identifying avalanche terrain
Identifying terrain traps
Introduction to safe travel techniques
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Sunday 1 September
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Mt Manson: 1859m

Grade: Moderate
Park on the Craigieburn Valley Ski Club road 2km short of the Closes: 29 Aug
huts. Bush bash down to the Craigieburn then climb directly up Map:
Manson via the southern spur. Drop down to the coll between
Approx: $25
Manson and Pt 1828 and either descend the valley to the car or
continue over Pt 1828 to the next Pt 1828 and then drop down to
the ski field access road.
Wednesday 4 September

Club Night

Photo Judging for FMC entries:
Tonight we’re judging member’s entries for the Annual FMC Photo Competition. We’re a
bit late in getting the photo competition under way this year, but there’s still time dust off
your SD cards and wow us with your best photos.
We’ll be choosing 2 entries from each category to represent the CTC. John Kerkhofs is
organising things and needs your entries by September 1st.
The FMC competition also has a theme this year, "New Zealand’s Forgotten Places", you
can read more about this on their site https://www.fmc.org.nz/photo-competition/ There
are some awesome prizes on offer for winners of the FMC contest so don’t miss out!
We are looking for submissions in the following categories:
* ABOVE BUSHLINE (With no Human Element)
* ABOVE BUSHLINE (With a Human Element)
* BELOW BUSHLINE (With no Human Element)
* BELOW BUSHLINE (With a Human Element)
* HISTORIC (taken before January 2016)
* NATIVE FLORA & FAUNA
* LONG EXPOSURE (new category)
Plus the eagerly awaited return of last year’s most enjoyable category:
* FUNNIEST PHOTO —Send in your Funniest CTC/Tramping photos, we won’t forward
these to the FMC, so no rules apply!
We’ll be showing these photos at the CTC photography competition night on 4th
September. The top entries from each official category (as voted by those present) will be
put forward into the FMC photo competition. So get sorting and sending your snaps and
we’ll see you on the 4th of September. Any queries to John Kerkhofs. See more details
about how to upload photos etc under the Social section of this newsletter.
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Saturday 7 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Lake Emily/Manuka Hut:

Grade: Easy+
This trip in the Ashburton Lakes area follows part of the Te Araroa Closes: 5 Sep
Trail.
Map:
BX19
Starting just off the Hakatere-Heron Road, the track skirts past Approx: $30
Lake Emily, climbs over a low ridge on Emily Hill and follows the
Stour River. We will check out Manuka Lake before heading
upstream to Manuka Hut, an old musterer’s hut.
The return trip will head back the same way, continuing further
down the Stour River, before rejoining the Te Araroa Trail back to
the cars.
Weekend 14-15 September
Departure point: Caltex Russley 2pm Friday

Leader: Warwick Dowling

Mt Guinevere, 2042m, Jellicoe Ridge, Arthur’s Pass NP : Drive
towards Arthurs Pass on Friday afternoon, and stay the night at
Crow Hut ($5/night or Backcountry Hut Pass), a standard 10-bunk
DOC hut in known avalanche paths. This means wet feet that
afternoon gettting to Crow Hut from Klondyke Corner. On
Saturday we summit with day packs, and either walk out that
afternoon, or stay another night and leave Sunday. If the ascent
day is better on Sunday, then we will tailor our plans to suit. Iceaxe, crampons a must, & helmet, harness etc recommended. We
will bring a glacier rope, in case. About 1100m height gain from
Crow Hut. Refer to the trip report of "4-5 August 2017: Mount
Guinevere - EL 2042m".
Wednesday 18 September

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 5 Sep
Map:
BV20
Approx: Approx $35
+ hut fees

Club Night

Ski Touring in Kashmir, India: Come and hear CTC member Grant Piper (aka Grubbie)
share his experiences about getting out ski touring in Kashmir, India. The trip included
nearly a metre of snow in 24 hours, and some serious altitude, with a gondola to 3950m.
Get some inspiration to start planning your next adventure!
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Sunday 29 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #30: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home because the
trip lasts till 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills.

Grade: Moderate
but at an
easy pace
Closes: 26 Sep
Map:
Approx: $20

NB - the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time.
Long Weekend 25-27 October
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Centennial Hut (Franz Josef Glacier):

Grade: ModHard
(requires
Labour weekend above Franz Josef Glacier. Travel to Franz Fri
snow skills)
evening, helicopter up to Centennial Hut on Sat morning.
Organise trips from there or just hang out and enjoy the view. 11 Oct
Grade will range from easy (hang out at the hut, glacier walking) Map:
BX16
to hard (climb one of the 2600m+ peaks nearby).
Approx: $465
*Snow skills required*
The $465 amount covers return trip on the helicopter, two nights in
the Hut and petrol costs for vehicles. There is a tenting option
which will reduce this amount by $40. NZ Alpine Club members
will also be less. We will be back in ChCh around 530-6pm
Monday.
Sunday 27 October
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #31: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home because the
trip lasts till 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills.
NB - the trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time.
NB - this wil be the last TORTIS Tour for 2019.
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Grade: Moderate
but at an
easy pace
Closes: 24 Oct
Map:
Approx: $20

Trip Reports
We finally made it to the Otehake Hot Pools! 27-28 July 2019.
Our previous four (or was it five?) attempts to run this trip had been thwarted by bad
weather, but finally a window of reasonable weather when we didn't have anything else on
popped up.
We advertised the trip on Monday, and soon had nine other keen bather-trampers. We set
off from the Taramakau carpark at around 11.30. We did ask the farmer whether we could
use their car park at the bottom of the track out of site of the road, which you used to be
able to do for a fee, but they don't do this any more.

Lake Karaupataka – always a great lunch stop – photo Symon Holmes

After a pleasant walk along the Taramakau and up Pfeiffer Creek we stopped at the
camping spot half way along Lake Karaupataka for lunch. The track from here gets a bit
rougher, and Bryan slipped down a slope and landed in an inlet of the lake getting
thoroughly soaked! Luckily he was unhurt. The rest of us decided to wait until the hot pools
for submersion and headed on down towards the Otehake River.. The steep slope down to
the river was the "moderate" element of the Easy/Mod graded trip, and we were a bit
worried that if someone at the back slipped they'd knock us all off, but we all got down
safely. The river was a bit higher than I thought it might have been, but we didn't have any
trouble with the multiple crossings between there and the hot pools. We did however make
the mistake of having to cross the river right opposite the hot pools where it is above waist
deep - better to cross a few hundred metres further back where it is little more than ankle
deep!
We arrived at the hot pools around 4.30. It didn't look like anyone had been there since the
last flood as the hot bit of the hot pool would have only fitted two people, but with a bit of
digging and rock shifting we quickly enlarged it so that all of us could fit in. Despite being
mid-winter it wasn't very cold and wondering around the hot pool area in togs and a towel
didn't feel cold at all. Miraculously it stayed clear and we enjoyed a starlight night as we
soaked in the pools.
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Soaking in the Hot Pools under the stars – photo Symon Holmes

The next morning we set off soon after first light to try and avoid the forecast rain. It started
drizzling at the lake, but the heavy rain held off until the faster group got back to the cars.
--Uploaded by: Nick Edwards on Sun Jul 28 2019

Mt Thomas 27 July 2019
There was not much on offer this weekend – I didn’t feel like an easy walk on the Rakaia
Gorge Walkway, and the Otehake Hot Pools overnight trip hadn’t yet made an
appearance. I’d committed to spending time with family on Sunday, so Otehake was out of
the question anyway. I needed to do a bit of exercise, and I also had to do a trip to practice
carrying the full load for my planned trip up Mt Rolleston next week. I quickly put together a
day trip up Mt Thomas, posted it on the CTC Facebook page and got it listed on the
website. Ultimately I got four people to join me, very convenient as we all fitted in Alan’s
car, and for a change I didn’t have to drive.
It was a cold foggy morning when we left Christchurch, and the temperature dropped as
we got further away. The fog started to clear, and by the time we go to the start of the track
it was a balmy 10 degrees. We donned the backpacks and set off up the summit track, not
the most appealing of walks as it goes through a pine plantation, and as a dubious bonus it
had been recently logged, so the track was a bit muddy and the view on the logged side
was a bit apocalyptic. Never mind, we soon left the apocalypse behind and were just
walking through a normal pine plantation. Layers of clothing were removed as the
temperature increased, and I certainly regretted wearing polyprop leggings, but not
enough to stop and remove my boots so I could take them off. The track eventually goes
through a bit of native bush, revealing views across the Canterbury Plains to Banks
Peninsula and to the south.
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As we neared the summit, the plantation was on the left, with native bush on the right. This
area has a liberal scattering of wilding pines over it, and Alan had brought a couple of
pruning saws with him so we could wreak havoc on these unwelcome intruders. Soon
there were pines dropping all over the place, and we managed to tackle some quite large
ones that were secondary growth from previous eradication attempts. It seems that if you
leave even a hint of green, the damned tree will sprout again with a tangled mass of
branches near the ground. Alan and tackled a substantial one that had one trunk at least
12cm across, while Scott and Barney dispatched a similar but to our eyes smaller
specimen. We claimed a greater effort, but Barney claimed extra points because the one
he and Scott tackled was the result of a previous failed eradication attempt by Alan. As he
failed to produce any evidence in support of this allegation, I declare Alan and myself the
winners of this informal competition. The result of all this effort was that a couple of these
large pests were dispatched, together with a goodly number of smaller ones. That was our
restful morning tea break.

Wilding pines trembling in fear as Captain Terminator approaches – photo John Kerkhofs

With morning tea done we ambled on to the summit that was only 5 minutes away. Time
for lunch! We were in no hurry, the walk was not especially long, we had plenty of time,
and the weather was splendidly warm. Disappointingly warm, in fact.
When I walked up there almost exactly two years ago there was deep snow. Now we need
to go about 500 metres higher to find any snow. It’s a bad winter if you want to play in
snow. Anyway, we enjoyed the sunshine and then wandered along the ridge track for a
while to a view of the Puketeraki Range on the other side of Lees Valley.
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Mt Thomas on a mild winters day – photo John Kerkhofs.

The return route was via the Wooded Gully Track. We backtracked a short distance along
the ridge, and then followed the track back down to the car. A short drive to Rangiora had
us in a café for refreshments, and then another short drive saw us back in Christchurch
just before daylight faded. Alan had hoped to get back in time early enough to take care of
some outdoor household tasks, but that was beginning to look unlikely. I told him I could
ignore necessary tasks just as well in the dark as in daylight, so I wasn’t particularly bother
about the impending loss of light. It was a nice relaxed walk with good company, and as a
bonus we dealt death to a goodly number of wilding pines.
Trip statistics
Distance Walked: 12.2 km
Min Elevation: 310 m
Max Elevation: 1049 m
Elevation gain: 1001 m
Total walking time: 6 h 31m
Total stopped time: 2h 40 m (Includes wildig pine eradication)
Wilding pines killed – forgot to count them, but plenty!
The walkers were: Alan Ross, Barney Stephenson, Penny Coffey, Scott Esser, and John
Kerkhofs (Leader, Scribe, Photographer)
Purple Pizza Perambulation 13 July 2019
For months we had been looking forward to our Intermediate Snow Skills training course.
The Christchurch Tramping Club had arranged with Outdoor Education New Zealand to
take up to Temple Basin, or any suitable alternate location, with professional instructors
and a limited number of participants to learn some essential skills in the snow. It’s been a
warm winter, so we were worried – if there’s no snow, then there’s no snow skills training.
It was touch and go, but we got confirmation – the snow was a bit higher up the mountain
than was truly convenient, but we were on! Excitement was building, but alas! I’m sure
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you’ll know where this story is heading by know. Any time we get excited about something,
the Weather Gods find out and whip up a quick storm. It was going to unpleasant at best,
and potentially dangerous, so there was no option but to postpone the course.
Crushed and defeated, we were desperate to find an alternative trip. Unfortunately the foul
weather made any mountain expeditions look like potential misery, so a new strategy was
needed. With the weather gods busy in the mountains, the Port Hills were looking good.
While the weather gods can deal misery along the length of the South Island, they find it
more difficult to operate on both sides at the same time, so I thought we could sneak in a
quick trip in the east while they were busy in the west. Having said that, they are currently
unleashing a downpour on Christchurch, effective scuppering my outdoor climbing plan for
today. They must be very angry about our successful trip yesterday. Anyway, back to the
plan.
There was an awful lot of chat on Facebook Messenger about what to do on Saturday. An
awful lot! But no decisions were made, so I came up with the Purple Pizza Perambulation
– take the Purple bus line to Sumner, a quick dash up the Captain Thomas Track to the
Crater Rim Walkway, where we would perambulate until we felt that we've done enough to
deserve a Pizza at The Brewery in Woolston. The Purple Line would then return us to
where we started from. I convinced Monika to join me, and then I posted that as a decision
– were were doing this, the rest of you are welcome to join us. I also posted it on the CTC
Facebook page to see if there was any interest beyond our small snow skills group. As it
was a last-minute thing, and a private trip rather than an official club trip, I didn’t expect an
overwhelming response. I’d also forgotten about the CTC mid-winter breakfast that was on
the same morning.
Saturday morning was a crisp clear day. Barry and Monika came to my place as it was a
convenient place to catch the purple bus. Barney and Zack were aboard as we joined, so
we had five walkers to start with. In Sumner, James walked to the start and Mary was
delivered by car, having missed the bus. As we started walking, Jonathan suddenly
materialised out of nowhere. The group was growing! Up the Captain Thomas to Evans
Pass, and there was Emma waiting for with Kaylee the dog; they had run from Barrington,
having already covered some 26km! As we were leaving Evans Pass the phone rang –
Chantal and Allen had finished at the CTC mid-winter breakfast and decided to join us
rather than do the walk to Godley Head that the rest of the breakfasters were embarking
on. I told them the intended route, and they were going to walk along the track in the
opposite direction to meet us.
We carried on along the Crater Rim towards the anti-aircraft gun emplacements, turning off
just before there to follow Chalmers track to Mt Cavendish. That caused a bit of confusion;
“Aren’t we going to the guns? We want to see the guns.” Yes, but that’s on the next leg of
the walk. On we walked to Mt Cavendish, along the way discovering that Chantal and Allen
had ended up at the gun emplacements and were not on Chalmers Track.
Miscommunication, and I think the signs are a bit lacking as well. They set off along the
Bluffs track to join us at Mt Cavendish where we were having first lunch.
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Lunchbreak with views over Whakaraupo and Otamahua – photo John Kerkhofs

After the lunch break the now large group set off along the Mt Pleasant Bluffs track to the
gun emplacements, where we had another break. We were not in any rush, and wanted to
enjoy the fine weather and good company. The next leg took us back to Mt Cavendish via
Tauhinukorokio (Mt Pleasant), by which time we needed more refreshments, so we ducked
into the gondola station for coffee and ice-creams. By now we were seriously behind the
schedule I’d planned, but it didn’t matter because I had built plenty of fat into it, so we
could easily trim sections out if required. Skip the spur above Motukauatirahi (Cass Bay),
the loop over The Tors, and walk along the Summit Road instead of the Crater Rim; that
cost us some of the best views over Whakaraupō and Ihutai (Lyttelton Harbour and the
Estuary), but time was getting on and we needed to get to the Pizza part of the journey.
Along the way to Rapaki the team started to fragment. Jonathan’s car was in Sumner,
Chantal and Allen were parked by the gun emplacements, so they needed to walk back to
their starting points. Mary had some things to do at home, and we were above Redcliffs,
so a short walk down the hill got her there.
As we descended the Rapaki Track, I was discussing with Zack and Monika how boring
the track was – it is after all a super-highway for bikes, and it’s wide enough for about eight
walkers side-by-side (which I’ve seen happen, how rude!). The valley track was looking
good, and Zack had never walked it, so I just plunged over the side and headed for it.
There was some hesitation, but eventually the entire team followed me down, and we
finished the walk in the valley.
A short walk though Hansen Park got us to Garlands Road, and then we were at The
Brewery for beers and pizzas, and other goodies. We’d been on the go for about eight
hours and 22 kilometres, including the bus trip, so we felt we’d earned it. Benjamin came
along to join us for the pizza part of the trip, and to pick up Emma and Kaylee, who by now
must have walked and run about 46 kilometres! The rest of us walked off to the nearby bus
stop, or to my place where a couple of cars were parked. We’d had a pleasant walk,
frustrated the weather gods somewhat, and enjoyed each other’s company on a warm day.
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Pizza and beer – the final part of the Purple Pizza Perambulation – photo John Kerkhofs.

We look forward to the rescheduled snow skills course, but I won’t tell you when it’s
scheduled for in case you-know-who finds out about it and conjures up another storm. OK,
I know you can keep a secret, but all the same....
Trip statistics
•Distance Walked: 22.1 km
•Min Elevation: -1 m (GPS Fail! We started a good 5 metres above sea level)
•Max Elevation: 511 m
•Elevation gain: about 1165 m
•Total walking time: 7h 07m
•Total stopped time: 2h 11m
The walkers were: Zack Williams, Jonathan Carr, Barry Watson, Monika Bratownik, Mary
Ogburn, Allen Lim, Chantal McCarthy, Barney Stephenson, James Atlas, Emma Rogers,
Kaylee the dog, and John Kerkhofs (Leader, Scribe, Photographer)
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Notices
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).
We recommend you start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can be made then the Police. Refer to the list of Club Officers below, and on
www.ctc.org.nz. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Club Officers
Vice President: Bill Johnson
Secretary:

Eric Skea

Treasurer:

Carol Horgan

Club Captain:

Alan Ross

New Members
Emma Rogers
Rep:
New Members
Joshua Johnson
Rep:
Day Trip
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie

022 049 3453 Overnight Trip
Barry Watson
Organiser:
021 0247 5473
Social
027 212 7294
John West
Convenor:
384-6425
Barney
Gear Custodian:
Stephenson
0224916625
Editor:
Eric Skea
0278865868

Editor:

027 614 2255

Peter Hinchey

021668895
021 230 2536
027 358 3281
021 0247 5473
0225948023

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

IT Convenor:

0273656751

Nick Edwards

Access Officer: Ian Dunn

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 22 August 2019 – Thanks.

− 20 −

0212141907

