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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
The “snow village”, at Broken River on the
electronically.
igloo building trip. Photo: Emma Rogers
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email
kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
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Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Steve Bruerton 322-6196 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids
under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear assigned to you is your responsibility;
please take care of it. Please put tents inside
your pack. Tents attached to the outside of
your pack can be easily punctured when
bush bashing or even lost. This may result in
serious damage to your bank account!
Please air and dry tents after taking them on
a trip even if they are not used, and report
any damage to the gear custodian.

Wednesday 29 August

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Club Night

The Grand Tour du Mount Blanc and Newsletter Folding Evening: We’ll be rushing
through newsletter folding so we can enjoy the hiker’s paradise of Mt Blanc. Last June
club member Barry Watson led a trip to Europe to do the Tour du Mont Blanc. This iconic
180 km trek winds it’s way through the Alps of France, Italy and Switzerland, and is
definitely some of the most stunning scenery in Europe. John Kerkhofs took 4,000 photos
and we’ll get to see the best of them! This alpine adventure saw them climb a total height
gain of 14 vertical kilometers where they got to experience unforgettable sights, fabulous
food and loads of fun. Come along tonight and be wowed by an epic experience that is
on many trampers Bucket List. Talk starts 8.00pm. Refreshments and chat time as per
usual... See you there!
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Saturday 1 September
Departure point: 8.30am “Z” Carlton Corner or
9am Bridle Path Carpark

Leader: Michael Newlove 8.30am “Z”
Carlton Corner or 9am Bridle Path
Carpark 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Bridle Path/Whakaraupo Reserve/The Tors: The trip will follow
the popular Bridle Path track up to the Summit Road from where
there will be good views of Christchurch and Lyttelton Harbour.
From there a track takes us through the Whakaraupo Reserve to
Lyttelton from where we rejoin the Bridle Path track, back up to the
Summit Road. Follow the Crater Rim Walkway to The Tors, then
over to Castle Rock and back down the Bridle Path. Note-8.30am
“Z” Carlton Corner or 9am Bridle Path Carpark.
Weekend 1-2 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 30 Aug
Map:
BX24
Approx: $5

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Lake Pearson (Moana Rua) Camp and Tramp: A favourite
among bird watchers and those who fish, Lake Pearson in the
Wamakariri Basin is a perfect place to pitch our tents and tramp to
some picturesque peaks. As we can drive right up to the campsite,
you can bring more gear and food as you won’t have to lug it
around on your back all weekend. On Saturday we will drive to the
lake, set up our Basecamp/tents and take a day pack up to Purple
Hill (height gain 1070m). On Sat night I’m thinking of cooking up
some burgers - anyone keen? On Sunday we will decide on which
other local peak we will scale depending on the weather and
everyone’s appetite for fun and adventure. One option is to climb
Mt Cloudsley which is directly above Castle Hill Village and near
the Craigieburn Range. Snow skills and equipment may be
required.
Weekend 1-2 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Moderate easy pace
(snow skills
may be
required)
Closes: 23 Aug
Map:
BW21
BV21
Approx: $25

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Mt Alexander: Stay in the club hut in Arthur’s Pass on Friday
night. On Saturday morning drive to Camp Creek River off Lake
Brunner Road and begin the tramp along the Camp Creek Route
to the summit of Mt Alexander, from 180m to 1958m. High camp in
the snow on Saturday night. Summit either Saturday afternoon or
Sunday morning as time/conditions allow. Backup plan: stay
Friday and Saturday nights in Arthur’s Pass, and do daytrips from
there.
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Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 23 Aug
Map:
BU20
Approx: $40 + hut
fee

Weekend 1-2 September
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Joshua Johnson
jopjohns@mtu.edu

Mt Princess : Saturday morning departure - drive to Lake
Tennyson area. Either walk up the road (as gate likely locked) to
near Maling Pass and ascend via tussock / snow slopes to
Princess Bath, or ford the Clarence River and follow the ridgeline
to Princess Bath, via Mt McCabe route. From Princess Bath,
ascend steep snow slopes to ridgeline, and on to Mt Princess
summit. Good tenting options exist near Princess Bath itself.
Climb NZ lists this trip as a Grade 1 route (see link) https://climbnz.org.nz/nz/si/canterbury/st-james-range/mt-princess
Trip entirely dependent on suitable snow conditions and decent
weather (and the road being open).
Wednesday 5 September

Grade: Mod+
(requires
snow skills,
avo
gear/aware
ness pre
Closed: 23 Aug
Map:
BT24
Approx: $35

Club Night

FMC Photo Judging Evening: Tonight we’ll be viewing member’s entries for the annual
FMC Photographic Competition. Last year the FMC had $3400 worth of sponsored
prizes. We’ll be choosing 2 entries from each category to represent the CTC. There are
good prizes, so get those entries in ASAP! Our entries have to be submitted to FMC by
September 15th get your prime piks in no later than 3rd September, as Nick has to
collate them into categories. Any queries please contact Nick Edwards, IT Convenor.
Happy Snapping! The FMC categories are: ABOVE BUSHLINE (With no Human
Element); ABOVE BUSHLINE (With a Human Element); BELOW BUSHLINE (With no
Human Element); BELOW BUSHLINE (With a Human Element); HISTORIC (taken
before January 2018); NATIVE FLORA & FAUNA.
Saturday 8 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Mt Olympus and Hot Tub: Day trip to climb Mt Olympus (2094m). Grade: Moderate We will park in the lower car park and follow the tow ropes up to
easy pace
the basin and ascend a steep gulley to the summit. Return down
(snow skills,
the ridge then have a stop for refreshments and a soak in the hot
ice axe,
tub at the Mt Olympus ski lodge on the way down. Snow skills, ice
crampo
axe, crampons required. Remember your togs and towel!!
Closes: 6 Sep
Map:
BW20
Approx: $25 plus $5
hot tub fees
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Saturday 8 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Teds Track: This is a route linking the Maori Reserve end of the
Blowhard Track and the Mt Richardson Bypass Track. The trip will
start at the end of the Maori Reserve Road and then, a short
section of the Blowhard Track before following Teds Track itself.
We then do a section of the Mt Richardson Bypass Track before
heading back down the Blowhard Track. A nice round trip, mostly
in bush and providing an interesting variation to walks in that area.
Weekend 8-9 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 6 Sep
Map:

BW22
BW23
Approx: $15

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125
tortistours@gmail.com

Fowlers Hut Weekend: The Fowler hut is a historic musterers hut
in the St James Conservation area, above Hanmer Springs on
Tophouse Road. We will drive to the hut on Saturday morning
before undertaking 2 x days of easy, mod or hard tramps
depending on the weather and the daily levels enthusiasm. The
two room hut has a cosy open fire, but no bunks so a camping
chair plus an air mattress would be good idea – there is plenty of
space for tents, which will be usefull if any other trampers, hunters
or horse riders are in residence. This is an ideal opportunity for
people to tackle some multiple day trips in this remote area
without having to either cart a large pack, or spend hours
travelling in a car. Winter tramping conditions may apply and with
any luck some spring snow to play on with ice & crampons.
Saturday 8th September Easy – Fowler Hut to Mt St George and
return. Mod – Fowler Hut, Mt St George, Mt Catley, Fowler Pass
loop. Hard – Fowler Hut, Mt St George, Mt Catley, Fowler Pass
loop, plus Mt Clara. Sunday 9th September Easy – Fowler Pass,
Mt Seymour loop plus a drive to Lake Tennyson to pick up hard
team. Mod – Fowler Pass, Mt Seymour, Blue Mountain, Duncan
Stream loop. Hard - Fowler Pass, Mt Seymour, Blue Mountain, Mt
Kruse, Maling Pass carpark.
Wednesday 12 September

Grade: Easy, Mod
& Hard
options
Closes: 30 Aug
Map:
BT24
Approx: $40

Club Night

Amazing Antarctica: Come cruising with club members Peter Eman, Ruth and Alan
Ross to Antarctica, via the Falkland islands and South Georgia. Enjoy spectacular
wildlife, big glaciers and gigantic icebergs, go kayaking with leopard seals, walking in
Shackleton’s footsteps and see Alan taking his shirt off for an icy swim! This is a "Once in
a Lifetime trip" according to Alan, and it sounds like they had a fantastic time. Come
along and enjoy some superb scenery, Antarctic history and wildlife.
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Sunday 16 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-02322310 bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Winterslow Range: The Winterslow Range is aligned east-west
and immediately north of Mt Somers. From the Woolshed Creek
car park, we will follow the Mt Somers Track north and then east,
past the hut and up to the saddle above ~1150m. At the saddle we
will leave the track and climb north to Pt 1625m then turn west
along the spine of the range towards Peache Saddle. Descent
options back to the hut could be down to and along Woolshed
Creek or to follow the ridge between Woolshed Creek and Morgan
Stream. If people are interested, there is the possibility of walking
into Mt Somers Hut on Saturday and overnighting.
Wednesday 19 September

Grade: Moderate+
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 13 Sep
Map:
BX20
Approx: $30

Club Night

Speaker TBC - Permolat: Tonight I’m hoping that well-known landscape photographer,
tramper, climber and outdoors guide Rob Brown will be coming to speak to us about his
work on back country huts with Permolat. Tonight’s talk will be confirmed by e-mail to all
CTC members, and on the CTC Facebook. Finger’s crossed!
Saturday 22 September

Leader: Te Ara Kakariki Greenway
Canterbury Trust

Planting day coming up located in Springfield and Hororata: I
coordinate native planting days in Canterbury with Te Ara Kakariki
Greenway Canterbury Trust. We have a large planting day coming
up located in Springfield and Hororata, somewhat on the edge of
Arthurs Pass National Park. We are seeking out more volunteers
for our season this year, so I’m wondering if the tramping club
would be keen on coming to a planting day with us? Here’s our
website: www.kakariki.org.nz We will have promotional information
up in a few weeks time. Meanwhile, the key date is Saturday
September 22nd, and the back up date is the 29th. We provide
group transport and meals. Thanks. Elizabeth - 021 1899 961.
PLEASE CONTACT ELIZABETH DIRECTLY IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO ATTEND.
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Grade: Easy
PLEASE CONTACT
ELIZABETH
DIRECTLY
Map:
Approx: None

Weekend 22-23 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Ces Clark Hut on the Croesus Track: The Croesus Track is a
track running from the Smoke-ho car park near Blackball up a
bush covered valley to overnight at the serviced 16 bunk Ces
Clark hut which has great views of the Grey Valley. It’s a beautiful
4 - 5 hour walk into the landscape of the Paparoa Ranges. There
is plenty of evidence of the local gold mining heritage, and a
variety of vegetation and wildlife. There will be time to look around
the old gold stamping battery and an opportunity to watch the sun
set over the Tasman Sea, if the weather permits. The Croesus
Track is one of the few pack tracks on the West Coast that
ascends over 1000 m above sea level, and its high points provide
excellent views of the Southern Alps and the sea. NOTE: 7am
Departure.
Weekend 22-23 September
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade: Moderate
but at an
easy pace
Closes: 13 Sep
Map:
BT20
Approx: $45+$15
Hut Fee

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Douglas and Ashburton Glaciers: Overnight trip to explore the
Douglas and Ashburton Glaciers near Mt Arrowsmith. Travel to a
carpark where the Cameron River joins Hakatere-Heron Rd.
Follow the track to Cameron Hut and overnight there. Climb up to
the Douglas Glacier on Sun then find a route to the Ashburton
Glacier. Return back down the South Branch of the Ashburton
River and find an easy way back over to the cars.
Sunday 23 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 13 Sep
Map:
BW18
Approx: $35

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Bealey Spur to the Hut (rescheduled): Bealey Spur to Hut
(rescheduled). Start by the baches at Bealey Spur next to the
main road and climb up through sheltering beech forest. On the
way to the charming old musterers hut at around 1240m, the ridge
opens up in places to reveal immense views over the Waimakariri
River and to the mountains beyond. There could be snow in open
areas so bring warm clothing and as well, walking pole and gaitors
would be useful. Return trip around 10kms and 450m height gain.
Wednesday 26 September

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 20 Sep
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Club Night

Newsletter folding evening: Newsletter folding evening and Lightning talk. Come along
and pick up your newsletter and save the club postage! Please let me know if you want to
give a short tramping or general adventure talk. The topic will be advised by e-mail to
CTC members. Otherwise it’s a general catch-up with refreshments as per usual.
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Saturday 29 September
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Philistine: via Warnocks Knob and the bluffs + if we have time we Grade: Moderate+
can go along the ridge to Pt 1884.
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 27 Sep
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30
Sunday 30 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour 25: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home, because the
trip lasts till 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. The last TORTIS
Tour for 2018 will be in October.
Wednesday 3 October

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 27 Sep
Map:
Approx: $20

Club Night

Risk Management, trekking and climbing in Borneo with OENZ : Tonight Sarah
English from Outdoor Education NZ (OENZ) is talking about Risk Management in the
outdoors. Sarah recently ran a course in Borneo, and did a 5 day jungle trek and a climb
of Mt Kinabalu, the highest peak in Malaysia at 4,095m. Tonight she’ll be talking about
her trip to Borneo and incorporating the risk management and planning necessary for this
type of environment into her talk. Sarah will be bringing along her pack and having a
"hands on" evening on managing risk and keeping ourselves safe. Come along for an
enjoyable and informative talk with a rare glimpse into the wilds of Borneo.
Saturday 6 October
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Curry Track/Skyline Ridge/Ellangowan Reserve/Takamatua
Valley: This trip near Akaroa will start part way up Long Bay Road
from where we go up Curry Track through the Purple Peak/Curry
Reserve, to Browntop Saddle (610m). From there, follow the
Skyline Ridge over Point 670m - Coppertop and Point 630m,
Tussock Knoll to the Cabstand. From Hickory Bay Road, we go
through the Ellangowan Reserve, then a short walk along the
Summit Road and down to the Takamatua Valley via an old stock
route; (Old Le Bons Track). Around 600m accumulated height gain
and a car shuffle is required.
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Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 4 Oct
Map:
BY25
Approx: $20

Saturday 6 October Depart 07:00
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Mt Hutt : This trip will go on either Sat or Sun depending on which Grade: Moderate
day forecasts the best weather and leave at 7am. About 1700m
(requires
height gain. Ice axe, crampons, helmet and snow skills required.
snow skills)
Closes: 4 Oct
Map:
BX20
Approx: $35
Weekend 6-7 October
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Photography Skills Tramp @Tekapo & Mt Cook: Do you enjoy
trying to capture the perfect photo and mixing with those who
share the same photographic passion? Well this is your chance to
spend the weekend with other camera-hungry enthusiasts and
learn how to perfect your craft even more. We will head down on
Fri night and stay at Lake Tekapo to take advantage of the night
time and morning photo opportunities. On Sat we will stay at
Unwin Hut next to the Mt Cook Village. Over the weekend we will
decide on good scenic tramps to go on that will enable you to
share various photographic tips you know, while at the same time
learn valuable skills from others. These tramps may include
climbing Mt John in Tekapo, and the Hooker Valley Track at Mt
Cook. This trip is limited to approx 12 people.
Wednesday 17 October

Grade: Easy/Mod
(Requires
Snow Skills)
Closes: 27 Sep
Map:
BY17 BX15
Approx: $50 + hut
fee

Club Night

Hiking in Japan: Tonight Stefan Fairweather is talking about his recent trips to Japan.
Stefan has just spent 2 weeks hiking in the beautiful Japanese countryside, completing
the 80km Shinetsu Trail in the mountains of Nagano, and one of the UNESCO World
Heritage Kumana Kodo ancient pilgrimage trails in Nara Prefecture, the Omineokugake
trail. This latter trail is a demanding 6-day, 80km hike via a high ridge system over the
high point of Mt Yoshino. He’ll also speak to his upcoming trips next year as a hiking tour
guide for FMC where he’ll guide two, 2-week tours filled with day hikes and sightseeing
opportunities through Northern Japan, the mountains of Nagano and the temples of
Kyoto. Either one of these tours would be a great introduction for those wishing to see
the sublime outdoors that Japan has to offer. They complement each other so people can
stay on for both tours - more information on the night!
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Long Weekend 19-22 October
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Centennial Hut (Frank Josef Glacier) : Labour weekend above
Franz Josef Glacier. Travel to Franz Fri evening, helicopter up to
Centennial Hut on Sat morning. Organise trips from there or just
hang out and enjoy the view. Grade will range from easy (hang out
at the hut, glacier walking) to hard (climb one of the 2600m+
peaks nearby). Will include beginners snow skills and glacier
travel courses. The $380 amount covers return trip on the
helicopter, two nights in the Hut and petrol costs for vehicles.
There is a tenting option which will reduce this amount slightly. We
will be back in ChCh around 530-6pm Monday.
Sunday 28 October
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade:
Easy/mod/h
ard - Snow
skills
required
Closes: 11 Oct
Map:
BX16
Approx: $380

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour 26: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home, because the
trip lasts till 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. NB this will be the
last TORTIS Tour for 2018.
Weekend 3-4 November
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 25 Oct
Map:
Approx: $20

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Otehake Hot Pools Take 3: Hopefully it will still be cool enough to Grade: Easy Mod
enjoy the second best natural hot pools. About 4 hours walking, up Closes: 25 Oct
the Taramakau Valley and the track past Lake Kaurapataka to the
BV21 BU21
Otehake River. Then up (in) the river to the campsite by the pools. Map:
BU20
Bring suitable pool excavation tools and river crossing shoes.
Approx: $25

Trip Reports
17 June 2018

Ben More via the stream
The Big Ben Range and, more particularly, the Ben More “horseshoe” loop, is a popular
tramping area that is commonly included in the CTC trip schedule, sometimes several
times in a year. There are several variations involving Lyndon Road, Thirteen Mile Bush,
Rabbit Hill and even Dry Acheron Stream. All of these are straightforward, mostly
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involving open country with steep but conventional slopes at either end.
In October of 2017 a group of us traced a route from Porters Pass, over Trig M and Rabbit
Hill to Pt 1660 m and thence via Macfarlane Stream back to the cars. While eating our
lunch near Pt 1327 m, we noticed a gnarly spur rising from the stream below us to a point
between 1400 and 1500 m on the north branch of the horseshoe. I decided that I would
climb that ridge one day when the opportunity arose: and the trip described in this report
was that opportunity.
At about 9:30 am we parked up on Lyndon Road, at the bend opposite the valley leading
to Red Hill. We then crossed the Acheron River and a broad grassy paddock before
descending a steep scree into the unnamed stream that flows down the centre of the
horseshoe.
Initially the stream bed is broad and shingly, attributes that have clearly been an attraction
for four-wheel drivers. But after about two or three kilometres it narrows and becomes
enclosed in bush. At 11:15 am we came to a waterfall of about 6 or 7 metres where we
stopped for a ten-minute scrog break. After climbing around the true right of the waterfall
we emerged from the bush into open tussock country, with the end of our ascent ridge
immediately in front of us.
In the valley and enclosed in the beech forest, it had been a bit cold, but we soon climbed
into the sun, which saw everyone stripping off layers. The first part was up scree and
amongst tussock and dracophyllum scrub. At about 12:15 pm we reached the first of a
series of rocky steps and stopped for lunch.
20 minutes later we were on our way again. The rock steps provided an enjoyable
scramble that was easier than had appeared from a distance, and by 1:30 pm, we were on
the broad ridge of the north branch of the horseshoe. At this point, five of the party
decided that they would descend directly to the cars via the north branch while the other
fifteen of us completed the loop.
The loopies reached Pt 1660 m just before 2 pm and then Ben More (1655 m) at 2:40 pm.
There was not a lot of snow, but what was there was very icy. Crampons would have
helped, but the sparsity of snow would have meant putting them on and off, so no-one
bothered.
About an hour past Ben More, and having descended gradually to 1400 m, we dived down
a good scree slope to the north that, unfortunately, died out a few hundred metres above
the streambed and required knee-wrecking descent through scrub.
After a 30 minute trudge along the stream bed, we got back to the cars at 5:15 pm where
we were reunited with the north-branch group before driving to the Sheffield Pub for posttramp celebrations.
CTC day trip, 17.7 km and ~1200 m total ascent over 7 hours and 30 minutes. Twenty
participants: Natasha Sydorenko, Richard Kimberley, Chris McGimpsey, Grant Barrie,
Susan Pearson, Rebecca Steer, Bett Koch, Max De Lacey, Alan Ross, Annett Paetzold,
Bernhard Parawa, Allan McInnes, Paul Titus, Brian Dougan, Ian Dunn, Gareth Caves, Kate
Taylor, David Sutton, Les Hayes and Bryce Williamson (leader).
15 July 2018

Blue Hill and Pt 1997 m
This trip was intended to be to Mt Barron, near Otira. But on account of the weather, the
driving distance and, most crucially, the avalanche risk, leader Nick decided we’d climb
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Blue Hill, just south of Porter Heights Skifield in the Craigieburn Range.
The weather was very much better than in Christchurch, with high cloud and some sun.
However, higher up the wind was brisk and cold, and whipping up icy spindrift.
We stopped for first lunch slightly sheltered from the wind below Blue Hill. We then
passed over Blue Hill and Pt 1962 m, around the top of Porter Heights to Pt 1997 m.
Due to the coldness, there was not a lot of enthusiasm to continue along the ridge to Mt
Enys, so we headed down the spur on the north side of Porter Heights. In places, the
snow and scree were quite icy, but we persevered without crampons, stopping part way
down for a late second lunch.
We got back to the cars just before 3 pm, then headed to the Sheffield pub for food and
drink.
8.7 km and 1200 m total ascent over 5 hours 10 minutes. Ten participants: Nick Edwards
(leader), Kayley Gilkes, Remy Bagares, Gort Stephan, David Sutton, Natalie Gunn, Nick
Wilson, Bredon Fisher, Eric Skea and Bryce Williamson.
21-22 July 2018

Not the Otehake Hotpools
With a Norwest forecast Kayleigh decided to abandon the attempt #2 on the Otehake
Hotpools and offered the alternative of going to Boundary Creek Hut in the Hakatere
Conservation Park.
In the end only four of us decided to brave the forecast and go. We walked up the valley
on the 4WD track to the hut. We stopped for lunch about an hour from the hut. The
Norwester arrived about half an hour after lunch with light drizzle getting heavier. The
14km to the hut had been knocked off in a reasonably quick 3 1/2 hours.
After going on a successful wood hunt we spent the rest of the afternoon and evening
listening to the rain on the hut and eating the chocolate brownie cooked by Kayleigh. The
evening was spent warming ourselves in front of the fire and listening to the thunderstorm.
Sunday dawned overcast with patchy blue sky. As the sky was clearing we decided to add
an additional 4 or so Km on to our walk out and go out via Mystery Lake.
As we climbed up the track we soon came some of the fresh new snow. Despite the rather
fresh wind it was very pleasant with the clear sky, stunning views and fresh, crunchy, but
not deep snow.
After a couple of short stops we reached Mystery Lake which was nearly frozen over. We
then continued down the valley before stopping for lunch.
After lunch we walked out, joining up with Te Araroa below Mt Guy. We then walked out to
the car.
We finished the trip at the Rakaia Pub for refreshments. Thanks to Kayleigh for organising
an interesting overnight trip.
22 July 2018

Mt Percival
Despite the ominous weather forecast of nor’west gales followed by a cold afternoon
southerly change and snow down to 600 m, we persevered with the intended ascent of Mt
Percival from the Clarence River. After departing Christchurch at 7am with the requisite
stop at Culverden for second breakfast, we arrived at the base of the ridge to Pt 1507 m
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about 9:15 am. The view as far as we could see up the ridge was almost entirely clear of
snow; so about half of us left our crampons behind and a couple of us also abandoned our
ice axes.
The climb up the very distinctive dog-leg ridge was first through matagouri and then
wilding pine. But then we popped out into tussock with great views to the east, south and
west. The wind was strong but bearable.
Just before 11 am and at an altitude of 1300 m, we found some rocks that gave us a
modicum of shelter from the wind and where we had a scrog stop.
About 11:30 am we reached the summit plateau of Pt 1507 m, where it became clear that
the decision to leave crampons and ice axes in the car was a poor one. The route to the
saddle about 100 m below us and then on to the true summit of Mt Percival looked very
icy.
Five of us (not me) had brought crampons and desired to continue. Markus and Grant,
who had ice axes but no crampons, decided that they would proceed by cutting steps. I
managed to borrow micro-spikes from Susan and an ice axe from Scott. Brendon had
crampons, but decided that the conditions didn’t really require them. So eight of us
continued on to the summit, while the remaining six observed for a while from Pt 1507 m.
The summiteers reached Mt Percival at about 12:30 pm, gulped down an abbreviated
lunch and headed back in short order, arriving back at Pt 1507 m about 1:30 pm. From
there we descended a nice but short scree slope that ran out to a bluff, which required us
to contour back to the ridge at about 1200 m.
About 2:30 pm, the forecast southerly arrive with its snow, but we were well down the ridge
by then. We drove back to Hanmer Springs where it was still remarkably fine and sunny.
We found Scott’s truck parked outside Saints Cafe, Restaurant and Bar where we were
reunited with the other six and enjoyed food and drink before heading back to
Christchurch.
Thanks to all for the great company, to Liz, Scott and Josh for driving, and to Susan and
Scott for loaning me the gear that permitted me to reach the summit.
CTC day trip, 8.1 km and 1150 m total ascent over 5 hours 15 minutes. 14 participants:
Brendon Fisher, Markus Milne, Rachelle Binny, Bett Koch, Josh Johnson, Grant Barrie,
Monika Bratownik, Paul Titus, Susan Pearson, Jonathan Carr, Liz Stephenson, Kerrie
Maynard, Scott Fowler and Bryce Williamson.
29 July 2018

Day trip to Double Hut
&lt;p&gt;Sunday July 29 dawned brightly in Christchurch and we lucky 9 sorted ourselves
out at the Z meeting point. 3 other trips were going out that day so care was taken to make
sure we had the right people and numbers. A meet at Rakaia for toilet break and food
loadup ensued. The closer we came to Mt Somers the brighter the weather was looking.
Upon arrival at the Lake Heron car park we kitted up and took a few photos of the mirror
like images on display. A beautiful sunny day with slight wind was on the menu today.
Interestingly enough this was the first club trip id ever been on which was male only. To
celebrate this one of our number quickly decided it was warm enough not to need upper
body clothing except for a hat. We started on the trail and quite quickly we saw we needed
to take off some of the clothing we’d started off with 10 minutes ago. After a few photo
stops and more clothing/declothing we stopped for morning tea. In the distance we could
see a tiny dot which indicated the presence of Double Hut. Always a welcome sight when
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youre on the trail. After crossing the stream further on we stopped to decide who was
going to take the Bryce variation. Bryce had never walked the Double Hut to Manuka Hut
and on to the Lake Emily car park section so this tramp was a perfect opportunity to cross
that one off his bucket list. Accompanied by Mike and Les he set off down that part of the
trail. They lunched at Manuka Hut and continued past Seagull lake, Manuka Lake and
Lake Emily. They arrived at the Emily car park just 10 minutes before the cars arrived to
pick them up. The rest of us continued up to Double Hut and lunch. Several of the party
had never been there before so it was a welcome visit. An attempt was made the find the
famed Hillary signature on the wall. After an enjoyable lunch in the sun Alan decided to
take 4 of the boys up the nearest hump while I sensibly lounged in the sun. When it was
time to leave we decided to take the 4 wheel drive track back to the carpark. The weather
had cooled down by then and rain clouds were coming through the coast. A fast journey
downhill back to the lake was enjoyed by all. We gratefully changed into civvies and
headed back to pick up our Manuka hut companions. After that it was back to Rakaia for
refreshments and chips. A thoroughly enjoyable day with such great weather. The walkers
were Alan, Bryce, Michael, Dave, Jack, Les, Grant, Gokul and myself. Written by me and
photos by me.&lt;/p&gt;
3-5 August 2018

Snow Skills Training 2018
I missed last year’s snows skills training because I had a cold so bad I couldn’t get out of
bed. I was determined to make it this year, and it was looking good – it was scheduled to
start on Friday night, and I was returning from the Tour du Mont Blanc trip on Wednesday
after a long holiday. Unfortunately I got a cold again, just a week before the training. I
missed my first two days back at work, but recovered sufficiently to risk it.
If memory serves, there were 15 people on the trip, three of whom were instructors. The
trip list didn’t quite match who turned up, so I’ve missed a couple of names, apologies for
that. We departed Christchurch at 19:00 on Friday night and made our way to the club hut
in Arthurs Pass, arriving shortly after 21:00. Once beds had be claimed, we settled down to
have helmets, ice axes, and crampons issued, and then to learn how to fit the crampons,
and do it quickly. The longer it takes, the colder you get. Also learn how to do it with gloves
on. Having mastered that skill, we prepared packs for an 08:00 departure in the morning
and retired to bed.
In the morning we breakfasted and headed off to Temple Basin Ski Field. Packs were
dumped at the goods lift so that we didn’t have to carry them up the mountain for an hour.
Some magic happens at the goods lift to make the packs arrive at the top later, but the
magic wasn’t working too well that day because it seemed that newly arrive packs were
being loaded before the ones that were already waiting, so we were waiting quite a whole
at the top before all our gear arrived.
Eventually we got ourselves established in the day shelter and got the crampons on for
some walking practice. Once we got the hang of that, we started practising self-arrest
using ice axes, a bit early as it turns out since we should have not been wearing crampons
at that time. Never mind, we all survived, and after a lunch break we headed up the hill a
bit further with all our gear to get some proper self-arrest training. This is basically sliding
down a snowy slope and using the ice axe to stop yourself. Axe on the left, axe on the
right, now go down head first. Got the hang of the? Try head first, backwards. Then we got
to the part that Alan had been looking forward to – throwing people down the mountain.
Obviously in real life you can’t predict when and how you are found to fall, so Alan will walk

− 14 −

alongside and shove you down the mountain in some random direction and you have to
save yourself. He gave me an enthusiastic shove and I hit my head on the way down,
proving the value of the helmets. I think somebody else used their helmet to ward off a
blow from and ice axe, so it certainly demonstrates their value.
Next up was building an ice cave and an igloo. If you get caught out in the snow for
whatever reason, you may need an emergency shelter. We got out the snow shovels and
started digging a couple of caves that went into a slow bank for about a metre and a half
before turning towards each other and joining up. We basically just dug a tunnel, but the
cave could have been extended as far as required. It was surprisingly warm inside, and in
a real situation it would get you out of a blizzard and enhance your chances of survival.
The backpacks were piled in a heap, and the snow from the caves piled on top and
packed down. When there was a good thick layer on top, an entrance was carved out and
the backpacks removed, with some difficulty. The resulting void was an igloo that would
provide a decent emergency shelter. We also cut some snow blocks using a saw and
started building an igloo wall. Great fun, and not all that hard to do. Of course we were just
playing about, and to build an actual igloo would require some shaping of blocks, but you
can fill the gaps with snow quite easily.

Class is in. Lesson one, sliding down a hill. Photo: Emma Rogers
We’d done quite a bit of learning, so it was time to go for a walk and use those crampons.
We headed off in one direction before it was declared probably a bit to difficult for
beginners, so tried a different approach. After a while we decide that was even worse than
the original one we’d abandoned, so we headed back down to the day shelter to prepare
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for our return. The sun was disappearing and it was getting cold, and we had an hour of
walking to get back to the cars.
Several of us decided to walk down to the Wobbly Kea for dinner rather than cooking in
the hut. The favoured route was a track through the bush, in the dark of course. My view
on this was similar to my view on tenting – why use a dark slippery track through the bush
when there’s a perfectly good road available. Faced with walking the road alone, I joined
the majority. I did decide, however, that come what may, the road was the only way home.
It turned out that even those who tried to take the track home couldn’t find it, and ended up
on the road anyway.
The Wobbly Kea isn’t what it used to be – and it never used to be much anyway. There
were no hot drinks at all, and not much was available from the menu – Wobbly pizza – no
ingredients. Vegetarian pizza – just sold the last one. Hawaiian pizza – pineapple? that’s
not even a pizza. Bangers and mash? Forget it. Fish and chips? No fish. Tomato soup was
OK, and Nachos OK but not what I wanted. At least Brookfields Syrah was plentiful, if
expensive. We may need a better food plan next time we come to town.
Sunday morning was a hut clean-up and load up all the gear for return to Christchurch via
Craigieburn Skifield for more training. We trekked up the hill a bit for more self arrest
training, and occupied ourselves with that until lunchtime. After lunch we donned crampons
again and headed up into the Craigieburn range. People had different ambitions for what
they wanted to achieve, so groups splintered off into different directions in the big basin to
the west of Mt Manson. The group of 5 that I was in eventually gained a ridge at about
1770m elevation, an overall elevation gain of about 600 metres. The views were
stupendous! Back down to the cars, and we were off to the Sheffield pub for refreshments.
This is our regular stop on the way home and it leaves the Wobbly Kea for dead.
We had a wonderful weekend and learnt a lot of useful skills. Many thanks to our
instructors for giving up their time and sharing the knowledge with us. I’m keen to get out
into the snow and practice a bit more. And yes, I’ll work on lifting my feet when I’m sliding
down on the snow. It’s definitely my weak point.
The participants were Adrian Busby, Alan Ross, Chris McGimpsey (Instructors), Mark
Beharrell, Emma Rogers, Monika Bratownik, Stuart Gordon, Somdech Ngarmkam, Ruth
Todd, Carol Horgan, Jacqui O’Neill, Thiago Amaral, and John Kerkhofs (scribe and
photographer). Sorry, I’m missing a couple of names, my memory fails me and the online
trip list was incomplete.
11-12 August 2018

Mueller Hut
This trip was nearly a cancelled since the NZ Avalanche Forecast for Aoraki/Mt Cook had
indicated a high risk through till Friday. Fortunately, Bill phoned the Aoraki DoC Office to
learn that the risk had substantially diminished – and the trip was on.
We drove to Unwin Lodge on Friday night, then rose early enough on Saturday to be at the
DoC Office when the doors opened at 8.30 am. We confirmed that the avalanche risk had
been downgraded, checked that there was gas available at Mueller Hut and booked bunks
at that venue.
Just after 9 am, having been entertained at the car park by a very approachable dunnock,
we were on our way up the interminable steps. The weather was perfect – not a cloud to
be seen and not a breath of wind. Initially, in the shadow of the valley, it was quite frosty,
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but when we climbed into the sun it got hot. Jackets and polypros were soon replaced by
shirts and shorts.
The 550 m climb to Sealy Tarns took 90 minutes, with the last bit over slightly icy snow that
convinced nearly all of us to don crampons. At the snow-covered tarns, Gort and Nick
changed to skis while the trampers milled around taking in the sights and enjoying the
gorgeous weather.
At 11 am, the skiers having skinned off up the slope, the trampers followed in slower
fashion. The snow was fairly soft and there were signs of recent avalanches. Before
rounding the north end of the Sealy Range, we met Guy McKinnon (descending) who
asked if Tom Hu was in our party (he was, but further down). Liz and Guy chatted with for
a while.
At about 1750 m, the skiers had stopped and waited for us. We paused here for most of
the tramping party to regroup. Gort and Nick set off back down the slope for a “lap”, while
the rest of us rounded the north end of the Sealy Range. The impressive valley of the
Mueller Glacier came into view and, not much later, our immediate objective, the strikingly
red Mueller Hut (altitude 1800 m) appeared.
The first of us got to the hut at about 12.45 pm, having taken about 3 hours 40 minutes to
climb the 1050 m. Others arrived over a period of about three quarters of an hour.
We ate lunch then dug snow away from the tap of the exterior water tank only to find that
the water was frozen. So we set about melting snow to fill a couple of plastic buckets.

Group photo with Aoraki in the background: Photo: Thiago Amaral
While Bill and Barry started digging a snow cave and Gort and Nick skied off down to the
glacier, eight of us (Liz, Bett, Josh, Monika, Grant, James, Thiago and I) decided to climb
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Mt Ollivier (1933 m) and then head south along the ridge of the Sealy Range towards Mt
Kitchener. We left the hut at 2.10 pm, setting a turn-around time of 3.30 pm.
It took 40 minutes to reach Mt Ollivier along a broad easy ridge. Further south, the ridge
became more exposed with a couple of icy spots. Thiago and James decided to stay put
and enjoy the warm sun and the views. By dropping down and around some of the trickier
bits the remaining six of us managed to progress for another 450 m over half an hour.
Ten minutes short of our turn-around time, we came to a saddle about half a kilometre
north of Mt Kitchener. The route beyond that point looked interesting but doable.
However, it was nearly time to head back and some of us were not particularly inclined to
drop into the saddle just have to climb out of it again.
Right on 3.30 pm, we turned around and retraced our steps to Mt Ollivier. James had
returned to the hut, but Thiago had been joined by Lorraine, who had followed our steps
up to the summit where we paused for a group photo. Aided by gravity and the preplugged steps, the return trip to the hut from our most southerly point took less than 40
minutes, half of the time required for the outward trip. In retrospect, we probably could
have got to Kitchener and back before dark.
At the hut, Nick and Gort had returned and were busy clearing snow off the deck seats.
So we sat in the sun watching a friendly pihoihoi literally skating around on the snow in the
search for titbits of food.
As the sun set, the temperature dropped, but not as extremely as we had expected. The
last of the sun lit the western flanks of Aoraki about 15 km north of us, then painted the
horizon skies with pastel pinks and purples.
After dinner (which included delectable brews provided by the Johnson boys), the hardier
amongst us (Tina, Barry and Tom) retired to their snow-crafted exterior bedrooms, while
photographers milled around (generally with better cameras than mine) taking shots of the
hut and the spectacular continuum of the Milky Way through a perfectly transparent sky.
On Saturday evening, Liz had used the hut radio to learn that a nor’ wester was forecast,
with gales of 60 km/h expected to blow up overnight. That accorded with my prior reading
of the MetVUW NZ Upper Winds maps, but our optimistic leader suggested that that the
change could have been delayed and that we should, in the morning, attempt to head to
Annette Plateau and, perhaps Mt Annette (2235 m). He turned out to be very insightful.
There were a few strongish gusts of wind from about 4 am, but Sunday dawned with
spectacular hews, wisps of high clouds and just a slight breeze
At 7.20 am, Nick and Gort skied off around the western flank of Mt Ollivier, while seven
trampers followed more slowly, encumbered by snow that had not frozen to the desired
extent over the warm night. In the shadow of Ollivier and Kitchener, it was icier and a
couple of hard patches, bared by small avalanches, had to be carefully negotiated. The
skiers changed to crampons then waited for the rest of us go past thereby providing them
with convenient steps.
When we got back to softer snow, Nick and Gort put their skis back on. The trampers
(with Liz doing the bulk of the plugging) got a fair way ahead, but were soon run down by
the skiers, who headed uphill and over a shoulder directly towards Mt Annette. The
trampers, wary of gaining height only to have to lose it again, stayed lower, sidling under a
the end of a low ridge, and entered Annette Plateau from further west.
The Plateau was exposed to the very cold breeze, but at least the snow was harder. As
we traipsed across to the low (~100 m high) mound of Mt Annette, we could see Nick and
Gort skinning up its northern flank.
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The skiers greeted the first of the trampers at the summit just before 10 am, the 4 km with
~500 metres total height gain from the hut having been covered in 2 hours and 40
minutes. A quarter of an hour later the skiers were hut-bound, while the full complement
of trampers had clustered in the lea of a large rock, snacking and enjoying spectacular
views in all directions.
The very cold wind meant that we didn’t linger. From the summit, we could see that the
skiers’ route was more direct and probably faster. So we followed the ski tracks, reflecting
relief that we hadn’t ascended this way since the deep, dry, powdery snow would have
made up-hill progress very hard.
By the time we could see directly down to Mueller Glacier, the skiers were tiny dots in the
distance, accompanied by a second team of CTC trampers (including Barry, Lorraine and
Thiago) who had followed us for part of the way before turning back.
Again with the assistance of gravity and pre-plugged steps, we made much a faster return,
distracted at intervals by loud avalanches spilling off the hanging glaciers of Mt Sefton.
We arrived at the hut at 11:50 am, in perfect time for lunch. The weather was still brilliant –
a bit breezier and with more high cloud, but better than anyone could reasonably ask for.
We ate lunch, packed up, and by 12.50 pm, we were on our way by various combinations
of wading, snow-galloping and bum-sliding, down the steep slope to Sealy Tarns. A
hundred or so metres below the tarns, the snow ran out, so crampons were removed and
the remaining descent was by way of knee-grinding stair stepping. At 2.20 pm, we arrived
at the carpark in hot sun and essentially no wind.
The next few hours were spent driving back to Christchurch with various stops to buy
coffee, inform DoC that we were out, return a borrowed helmet to Unwin Lodge and finally,
for a meal and refreshment at the lovely Silverstream Hotel in Kimbell.
16 participants: two skiers (Gort Stephan (leader) and Nick Edwards) plus 14 trampers
(Lorraine Poole, Tomyu Hu, Bett Koch, Joshua Johnson, Monika Bratownik, Tina Guan,
Grant Barrie, James Atlas, Barry Watson, Emma Rogers, Liz Stephenson, Bill Johnson,
Thiago Amaral and Bryce Williamson).
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).
We recommend you start with Karen Tait, 027 545 7404, or Jonathan Carr, 022 034 4608.
Then try the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact can be made then the
Police. Refer to the list of Club Officers below, and on www.ctc.org.nz. Members
(particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved ones so they
are aware of this procedure.
Club Officers
President:

Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125

Vice President: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Secretary:

Natasha
Sydorenko

0223140684

Treasurer:

Carol Horgan

027 212 7294

Club Captain:

Alan Ross

384-6425

Barry Watson

021668895

Social
Convenor:

Kay Taylor

03358-4580

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125
Editor:

New Members
Joshua Johnson
Rep:

0278865868

Day Trip
Organiser:

027 614 2255

Kelly Purdie

Overnight Trip
Organiser:

Eric Skea

021 0247 5473

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

IT Convenor:

0273656751

Nick Edwards

Access Officer: Ian Dunn

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 20 September 2018 – Thanks.
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