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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
At the summit of Mt Isobel. Photo: Symon electronically.
Holmes
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email
kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
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Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Gareth Caves 03 9808224 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids
under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut
convenor, Gareth Caves.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear assigned to you is your responsibility;
please take care of it. Please put tents inside
your pack. Tents attached to the outside of
your pack can be easily punctured when
bush bashing or even lost. This may result in
serious damage to your bank account!
Please air and dry tents after taking them on
a trip even if they are not used, and report
any damage to the gear custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Wednesday 27 June

Club Night

Newsletter Folding evening: Newsletter folding evening and Lightning talk. Topic will be
advised by e-mail to CTC members. Otherwise it’s a general catch-up with refreshments
as per usual.
Saturday 30 June

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Vulcan: A lovely 4 to 5 hour easy trip with around 200m height
gain. Mt Vulcan (412m) overlooks the sea in the coastal hills just
north of Waipara and there are good views of the coast and
Motunau Beach. Plenty of farm tracks to follow and return via
nearby Mt Venus. Round trip around 10kms
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Grade: Easy
Closes: 28 Jun
Map:
BV25
Approx: $20

Weekend 30 June-1 July

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Pfeifer Biv, Mt Pfeifer: A trip close to the road but with a real
back-country feel. You start at the Deception swing bridge on the
Highway 73, follow Paratu stream up to Waharoa Saddle before
climbing to the tops on a cut route. Then easy tussock tops are
followed to Pfeifer Biv which has good camping beside it. Day 2 is
a little harder, up and around Mt Pfeifer before descending the
long spur to Lake Kaurapataka. Some bush bashing required. The
track is then followed back to the road. Note: this often appears in
the newsletter, but that’s not because the trip leader really likes
repeatedly visiting Pfeifer Biv. Alternative trips have been run
instead due to unsuitable weather near the Main Divide. Fourth
time lucky!
Weekend 30 June-1 July

Grade: Moderate+
(requires
snow skills)
Closed: 21 Jun
Map:

BV20 BV21
BU20
Approx: $30

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Pinchgut Hut: Pinchgut hut is a 9 bunk hut out the back of Mt Grade: Moderate
Thomas. From the Wooded Gully campground we will climb the
but at an
Wooded Gully Track to its junction to the Ridge Track. We will then
easy pace
follow the ridgeline northwest before going down a spur to right Closed: 21 Jun
and dropping down to the hut. Height gain of approx 700m.
Map:
BW23
Approx: $15
Sunday 1 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764
mbahammond@hotmail.com

Mount Guy: A long time club favourite Mount Guy overlooks lake
Clearwater. A climb of just under 700 meters takes us to the top of
Mount Guy. Fabulous 360 views await us as we have lunch. After
lunch we head back towards the lower summit and then down to
the saddle. Then it’s straight downhill and back to the cars via the
4wd track. If you haven’t been here before it’s certainly worth
putting on your bucket list.
Wednesday 4 July

Grade: Easy Mod
Closes: 28 Jun
Map:
BX18 BX19
Approx: $25

Club Night

Buy, Sell and Exchange Evening: It’s time to dust off all that un-used gear that’s been
replaced with lighter and dearer versions, and turn it into good hard cash whilst equipping
your fellow trampers. Yes it’s the Club’s Buy, Sell and Exchange Night, and always a lot
of fun. Come along and practice your auction skills! Boots, ski’s, jackets, packs, ropes,
crampons, tents,...these were some of the items on sale last year. Good quality items
only please. Also, please bring cash as there is no Eftpos available. Items may be
donated to the club to sell for the benefit of the club coffers. (Last year the club raised
$100 from donations which was greatly appreciated). There were some great bargains
gained last sale, so don’t miss out- see you there!
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Saturday 7 July

Social Event

Annual Mid-Winter Breakfast Saturday July 7th 8.30 am: It’s time for the hearty
Annual Mid-Winter Breakfast, followed by the awarding of the Loo-Loo Trophy! Venue:
Chateau on the Park, corner Kilmarnock and Deans Avenue by Hagley Park. Time: 8.30
am. Cost: We’ve got a discount price for full buffet of $25. Children 5-12 yrs $12.50 and
under fives free. The menu has continental and buffet options, and I have booked for 30
people at this stage. Please sign-up for the breakfast by either: trips online or e-mail me
at kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz or text me on 0221526158. The list closes Wednesday July
4th or thereabouts. Let me know if you need transport. The "Buffet Buster" easy walk will
leave from the Chateau after the Loo-Loo Award. Details of the walk decided on the day.
Hope to see lots of club members up early and socializing!
Saturday 7 July
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Cloudsley: Park at Castlehill Village, climb Long Spur to Grade: Moderate
Cloudsley. If conditions good return via Enys and Dead Man Spur. Closes: 5 Jul
Should be an opportunity to practice self arrest. Ice axe +
Map:
BW20
crampons necessary. Note:- 8am departure from Caltex Russley.
BW21
Approx: $20
Sunday 8 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Sumner/Godley Head/Taylors Mistake: This trip in the eastern
section of the Port Hills will start part way up Evans Pass Road
and follow the Scarborough Bluffs Track up to Evans Pass. Once
on top, we can have a good tramp out to Godley Head to explore
the gun emplacements, before dropping down to Boulder Bay for
lunch. From there, on to Taylors Mistake where we re join the
Scarborough Bluffs Track back to Evans Pass Road. Round trip
around 14 kms, 5 to 6 hours.
Wednesday 11 July

Grade: Easy
Closes: 5 Jul
Map:
BX24
Approx: $5

Club Night

Expedition Denali!: Last May, 5 members of the CTC headed to Alaska to attempt one
of the Seven Summits, Denali, in Alaska. Situated just below the Arctic circle, it’s known
for the extreme cold and frequent bad weather. Expedition members faced temperatures
as low as neg 35 deg, as well as acclimatizing to high altitude. Come along and find out
how Bill, Tom, Kelly, Andrew and Andy went, and see some stunning mountain
panoramas. Bill will bring in some of the gear they took, and talk about it’s effectiveness or not! Come along and hear about their mountaineering adventure. Refreshments as
usual and plenty of chat time with the team.
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Weekend 14-15 July

Leader: Joshua Johnson
jopjohns@mtu.edu

Ball Pass (minus the pass): Friday evening departure after work
(july 13th), stay in Mt Cook Village or similar. Saturday, head to
Ball Shelter from Tasman Glacier Lake carpark. From Ball Shelter,
ascend ridgeline approx 1000m and tent past Caroline Hut (hut is
private and off-limits). Snow skills required. Trip dependant on
snow conditions, but will go elsewhere if not feasible. Have tried to
run this trip numerous times in all seasons and the weather has
never cooperated - 4th time lucky. Costs approx
Weekend 14-15 July

Grade: Moderate
(requires
snowskills)
Closes: 5 Jul
Map:
BX15
Approx: $50 + hut
fee

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125
tortistours@gmail.com

Bell Tea Series Base Camp: Arthur’s Pass Hut base camp: The
club hut is a handy base to run a number of easy, mod or hard day
trips in the area, depending on the weather and the daily levels of
enthusiasm. The hut has a cosy pot belly fire, hot showers, 13 x
bunks, oven & microwave - so a cosy evening is a given. This is
an ideal opportunity for people to tackle several day trips in the
national park area without having to either cart a large overnight
pack, or spend hours travelling in a car. Winter tramping
conditions will apply and with any luck some good snow to play on
with an ice axe & crampons. Some possible trip ideas as follows:
Saturday 14th July Easy - Bealey Spur & off to the hut to light the
fire. Mod - Mt Karen & return Hard - Mt O’Malley or Mt Aicken
Sunday 15th July Easy - Bealey Valley track to the base of Mt
Rolleston. Mod - The Pyramid Hard - Mt Barron
Sunday 15 July Contact leader for departure
details
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Various/soci
al
Closes: 5 Jul
Map:
BV20
Approx: $40 + hut
fee

Leader: Nick Edwards
nickedwards@physics.org

Mt Barron: An ascent of Mt Barron just the other side of Arthur’s
Pass. The track starts near Otira and takes you up a spur and
along to the Holts Creek basin. From this basin we will climb up to
the ridge west of Mt Barron to get to the summit (1730 m). There
are good views from Mt Barron over to the West Coast. From Mt
Barron we will descend down a spur north of Goat Creek to Otira
township. Ice axe and crampons will be required, along with
appropriate knowledge about how to use them. We will need an
early start, so will either leave Christchurch early or possibly stay
in Arthur’s Pass Saturday night - please contact the leader for
details.
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Grade:

Grade: Moderate+
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 12 Jul
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30

Sunday 15 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764
mbahammond@hotmail.com

Woolshed Hill: Another club classic, Woolshed hill is situated
above the Waimak river. We start off at the Hawdon Shelter and
head up through the bush. Above the bush the marvellous views
emerge south, west and east. Continuing upwards along the ridge
and past some tarns we reach the summit. Then we will have
lunch, enjoy the views, possibly travel on to see the hidden tarns.
Then we head back the way we came, reach the cars and
eventually back to a local establishment that serves hot food for
hungry trampers. Approx 900 m height gain.

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 12 Jul
Map:
BV21
Approx: $20

Wednesday 18 July

Club Night

Free evening -speaker TBC: Tonight’s speaker will be confirmed by e-mail and
Facebook closer to the date. Otherwise it’s refreshments and chat time as per usual.
Saturday 21 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Greta Valley Walkway: The walkway starts and finishes just off Grade: Easy
the Scargill Valley Road. Easy tramping on farm roads and tracks, Closes: 19 Jul
across rolling farmland. Good views over Scargill and Greta
Map:
BV25
Valleys. Round trip around 12 kms, 4 hours.
Approx: $20
Weekend 21-22 July

Leader: Kayleigh Gilkes
kayleigh.gilkes@googlemail.com

Otehake Hot Pools take 2: Beat the post mid-winter blues with a
trip to what some consider to be the best hot pools in the area!
The tramp starts at Aickens Corner; after crossing the Otira River
it is an easy stroll along the Taramakau and up to Lake
Kaurapataka.The flood track along the Otehake River can be a bit
challenging but we might be able to follow the river if we are lucky.
The trip in should only take a few hours so there will be plenty of
time to soak in the pools, and we’ll share a potluck supper, making
this an excellent social trip. On Sunday we’ll return via the
Otehake and Taramakau.
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Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 12 Jul
Map:

BU20 BU21
BV21
Approx: $30

Weekend 21-22 July

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Snow Caves, Igloos & Winter Camping Course: It’s not every
day you get to build your very own wondrous winter hideaway.
However this weekend you will have the chance to learn how to
successfully build a snow cave and/or igloo, and create the best
winter tenting shelter with our very own expert, Bill Johnson, and
his offsider Barry Watson. These skills can provide you with a
much welcomed shelter from the storm when it’s needed most.
Our aim is to go to Cheeseman Ski Field, however the location
may change depending on snow conditions. Come prepared with
at least 2 mats to sleep on, warm clothes and a snow shovel if you
have one. Bring a good sturdy tent if you plan to sleep in this, or
you can stay the night in the igloo or snow cave you create. There
may be an option for dinner at Cheeseman Ski Lodge.
Sunday 22 July Note:-departure is at 07:00 at
Z Papanui
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Map:
BW20
Approx: $20

Leader: Bryce Williamson Note:departure is at 07:00 at Z Papanui 0210232-2310

Mt Percival: Mt Percival is a straightforward moderate bump
(1629m) on the range on the opposite side of Jollies Pass from Mt
Isobel (Hanmer area). We will start from Tophouse Road in the
Clarence and wander up the leading ridge. Depending on the
weather and snow conditions there are a couple of options to
round the trip off, either down an interesting little tributary of Pass
Stream or along the ridge crest on the south-west side of the
tributary. Meet at the Papanui Z station at 7am. Ice axe and
crampons required.
Wednesday 25 July

Grade: Easy/Mod +
Work
Closes: 12 Jul

Grade: Moderate
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 19 Jul
Map:
BT25 BU25
Approx: $40

Club Night

Newsletter and Risk Management Training with OENZ: Every year accidents happen
which could’ve been avoided through proper planning, and a quick look at accident
reports often reveals basic errors. Tonight Sarah English from Outdoor Education NZ is
talking about Risk Management and Emergency Planning. OENZ provides training
courses in Bush, Rock, Alpine, Avalanche and River Crossing. They employ specialized
instructors with strong practical experience & qualifications to run their training courses.
Tonight they are running a "hands on" evening on managing risk, keeping ourselves safe
and dealing with an emergency on a back country trip. Come along for an enjoyable and
informative training evening.
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Weekend 28-29 July

Leader: William King
wchking@yahoo.co.nz

Rakaia River Banfield Hut, Jagged Stream and Peg Col or
Jagged Col.: Its time to see the other side of Mt Arrowsmith while
the winter makes river crossings easier. This overnight trip to
Banfield hut is 13km into the hut and is a great chance to bag a
new hut and to explore Jagged stream, to either Peg Col or
Jagged Col. Saturday will be a walk in to the Hut and to look at
options for the Sunday morning climb up Jagged Stream. In the
future, I will be leading some long alpine and main divide trips. If
you are either experienced or if you aspire to travel through high
alpine passes and over glaciers, then this trip offers a little of what
is to come.
Sunday 29 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Moderate+
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 19 Jul
Map:
BW18
Approx: $30

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764
mbahammond@hotmail.com

Double Hut: Situated in the beautiful Lake Heron region, Double
hut is a basic back country hut. Its about 2 and a half hours walk
from the car park over mostly flat ground but slowly going uphill
towards the hut. We will be at the base of the Taylor range and
enjoy the fabulous views. If time allows we can also visit Manuka
hut 1 hour away. A return trip over the same track takes us back to
the cars and then somewhere sociable for the aftermatch. This will
involve a late arrival back in Christchurch owing to the travelling
time involved in this trip.
Sunday 29 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Easy+
Closes: 26 Jul
Map:
BX19
Approx: $25

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Helicopter Hill: Starting by the shelter at the Upper Cave Stream
Reserve, follow the Mistletoe Track through beech forest, up to
Lyndon Saddle and then up onto the open tussock tops of
Helicopter Hill (1,256m, around 400m height gain). Panoramic
views of Castle Hill Basin. The return trip will follow the
Craigieburn Valley Track and a short section of the skifield road.
Back to the shelter via the Sidle 73 Track. Round trip around
10kms.
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Grade: Easy+
Closes: 26 Jul
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Sunday 29 July
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour 23: A beginners’ guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home, because the
trip lasts till 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. The last TORTIS
Tour for 2018 will be in October.
Wednesday 1 August

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 26 Jul
Map:
Approx: $20

Club Night

Banks Peninsula Geopark Proposal: Dr Sam Hampton is a University of Canterbury
and Frontiers Abroad Geologist /Volcanologist. He is talking about the proposal for Banks
Peninsular to become a UNESCO Geopark . Geoparks are areas of outstanding global
geological significance which celebrate the landscape, flora and fauna, geological
features, archaeology, cultures, histories and conservation. A Geopark aims to preserve
and conserve by education, not legislation, and there are no mandates on land use - it’s
"business as usual" for everyone who lives, works and recreates in the region. Currently
there are 140 UNESCO Geoparks in 38 countries, examples being the Grand Canyon in
the USA, the Great Barrier Reef in Australia and the cliffs of Moher in Ireland. Come
along and find out how special our Peninsular is and how a Geopark status would work.
Weekend 4-5 August

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001

Basic Snow Craft: We will stay Friday and Saturday night in the
club hut at Arthur’s Pass, foraying out both days to suitable slopes
to practice the basics in the use of ice-axe and crampons. There
are limited places, so book early. For club members only. Ice axes,
crampons and helmets will be taken care of by the trip leader and
handed out/adjusted at the club hut.
Saturday 11 August
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Training
Closes: 26 Jul
Map:
Approx: $30 + hut
fees

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Ada/Sign of the Bellbird/Kennedy’s Bush: The trip will start
at the Halswell Quarry Park and follow Kennedy’s Track to the
Summit Road and up to Mt Ada (467m). Great views of the
surrounding area. Follow the Crater Rim Walkway and look
forward to lunch at the Sign of the Bellbird. The return trip will
involve doing a loop in the Kennedy’s Bush Reserve and back to
the cars via Kennedy’s Track.
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Grade: Easy
Closes: 9 Aug
Map:
BX24
Approx: $5

Weekend 11-12 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Lorraine Johns
lorraine.johns@gmail.com

Mitre Peak via North-East Couloir, Inland Kaikoura Range:
Weekend trip to climb the striking North-East Couloir of Mitre Peak
in the Inland Kaikoura Range, leaving Friday night and returning
Sunday night (summit and walk out on the same day). Space on
this trip is limited and there is an experience requirement so you
need to contact the trip leader first before signing up. Expect some
steep snow and one or more pitches at the top of the peak. You
need to have two tools, have climbed a number of peaks in snow,
and must have some knowledge of rope work. Avalanche gear is a
must (you cannot participate without transceiver, shovel, probe,
and the skills to use them). We will be camping near the base of
the couloir rather than staying at the Hodder Huts. Requires an
excellent forecast and low avalanche danger (particularly given
the nature of the route) - trip will be rescheduled if needed. Grade
2 mountaineering route.
Sunday 26 August
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Hard
Closes: 2 Aug
Map:
BS27
Approx: $65

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour 24: A beginners’ guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home, because the
trip lasts till 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. The last TORTIS
Tour for 2018 will be in October.
Weekend 1-2 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 23 Aug
Map:
Approx: $20

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Mt Alexander: Stay in the club hut in Arthur’s Pass on Friday
night. On Saturday morning drive to Camp Creek River off Lake
Brunner Road and begin the tramp along the Camp Creek Route
to the summit of Mt Alexander, from 180m to 1958m. High camp in
the snow on Saturday night. Summit either Saturday afternoon or
Sunday morning as time/conditions allow. Backup plan: stay
Friday and Saturday nights in Arthur’s Pass, and do daytrips from
there.
Wednesday 5 September

Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 23 Aug
Map:
BU20
Approx: $40 + hut
fee
Club Night

FMC Photo Judging Evening: Tonight we’ll be viewing member’s entries for the annual
FMC photographic Competition. We’ll be choosing 2 entries from each category to
represent the CTC. There are good prizes so I hope you’ve all got your entries in.
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Sunday 30 September
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour 25: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home, because the
trip lasts till 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. The last TORTIS
Tour for 2018 will be in October.

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 27 Sep
Map:
Approx: $20

Participants on Mike Newlove’s Conical Knoll trip. Taken on Middle Rock Station with Mt
Hutt Range in the background. Photo: Diane Fargialla
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Trip Reports
26-27 May 2018

Lake Christabel via Rough Creek
Day one – SH7 via Rough Creek to Lake Christabel Hut: 10.8 km and 900 m total ascent
over 9 hours 30 minutes.
After heavy overnight rain in Christchurch, we assembled, predawn, at the Papanui Z
station in surprisingly pleasant conditions. As we drove north, the rising sun was lighting
up snow-covered mountains to the west and north. Culverden was frigid, but the sky was
clear and things were looking very positive. While we ate our second breakfasts of pies
and sausages, Barry laid out the options: (1) in and out via Rough Creek; or (2) in via
Rough Creek and out past Lake Christabel. As the trip unfurled, it was with considerable
retrospective relief that we voted firmly in favour of option 2.
Driving along SH 7 beside the Hope, Boyle and Lewis Rivers, it was very evident just how
much snow had fallen recently. We pulled in to the Rough Creek layby about 9:45 am.
Allan, Barry, Elaine and I kitted up and headed up Rough Creek while Natasha, Chantal
and Monika set off to leave Natasha’s Subaru at Palmer Flat, about 22 km away.
The walkers went at a very leisurely pace with many stops, so as not to get too much of a
head start on the car shufflers – this was, after all, a “moderate-at-easy-pace” trip. The
bush and stream were beautiful and there were lots of fungi and mosses to be
photographed. After about 90 minutes, Natasha caught up only 2.2 km from the road.
About ten minutes later, Chantal and Monika arrived.
As we ascended above 900 m, the snow on the ground, in the trees and draped on
bracket fungi got progressively deeper. At about 1.15 pm, we popped out of the forest into
much thicker snow, knee to thigh deep. 15 minutes later, having taken turns at postholing, we had travelled only another 175 metres. Elaine made a slight misjudgement in
crossing a stream and fell in, so we stomped down enough snow to make a lunch spot and
to discuss the situation. Elaine was cold and unenthusiastic about continuing given the
distance we still had to travel, the slowness of our progress and the fact that the weather
(though still virtually windless) was closing in. Chantal was happy to walk with Elaine back
to the car, but the rest of us wanted to persevere for at least a while in the knowledge that
a late bailout back down Rough Creek would be substantially facilitated by the trail we had
already ploughed.
So at 2 pm, Elaine and Chantal headed back down the track (we later learnt that they had
had a miserable evening at the Maruia Springs hot pools and restaurant), while the other
five of us resumed the climb. We progressed as a peloton, the leader plugging steps with
the other four drafting behind. The leader then peeled off to let the followers through and
tagged on to the rear. In that way we managed to make progress without anyone getting
too exhausted. Still, that progress was excruciatingly slow; the 1 km horizontal distance
and 280 metres ascent to ridge after lunch took us almost exactly two hours. Mostly we
were wallowing around searching for seams of harder snow that allowed better progress.
Eventually we gained a ridge to the climber’s left of the marker poles, where the wind had
blown away most of the powder and which we were able ascend much more quickly.
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Barry arrives at the ridge. Photo: Bryce Williamson
We reached the main ridge just as the wind picked up a smidgeon and it started to snow.
We paused briefly for nourishment and water while being watched from a safe distance by
a large, dark chamois, partly hidden behind a small knob to the south.
The snow on the south side of the ridge was even deeper than it had been to the north, but
at least gravity was now working with us and we even managed a couple of brief bum
slides. It took us just over an hour to descend 300 metres over 1.3 km to the bush line,
where we paused for 10 minutes for food and water and to brush off the snow that was
clinging to us.
The going was much faster in the bush, but we still had 4 km to travel and it was getting
dark under the trees and now thickly overcast skies. We donned headlights and plodded
along the at-times poorly defined trail, looking for track markers and trying not to trip on the
uneven and root-strewn path. At one point I slipped off the track and ended up about a
metre below, tangled in rotten logs. “Bryce, Bryce!” called Natasha, but it wasn’t concern
on her part, just getting me to look up so that she could take a photograph of my
predicament.
We arrived at Lake Christabel Hut in light rain, quite wet and mildly cold, 9.5 hours (which
DoC says should have been 6 hours) after the first of us had left the highway. We had
intended to tent, but the coolth and dampness caused us to rethink those intentions. The
hut had a large iron firebox, along with plenty of dry wood and even some coal. So I fired
it up while the others unpacked and got into warm gear. Soon it was pretty comfortable
and certainly a lot warmer than outside. By 9.30 pm we were all warm, fed and in our
sleeping bags.
Day two – Lake Christabel Hut to Palmer Flat: 17.3 km and 250 m total ascent over 6
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hours 50 minutes.
At 5 am, Monika’s phone starting singing. She had her earplugs in and slept on, so I got
up and rummaged around in her pack till I found it and shut it up. At 7 am, Natasha’s
alarm went off. There wasn’t a lot of initial enthusiasm or spontaneity in rising, but within
about half an hour we were all up and partaking of various warm concoctions.
It had rained quite hard overnight, but by the time we poked our heads out the door the
weather had cleared very considerably. By 8.30 am we were on our way north along the
Lake Christabel Track. The first half an hour was flat, easy going to the south-eastern end
of the lake where we had great views across the mirror-flat water and back to the snowy
ridge behind the hut. Another two hours took us around the crescent-shaped northern
shore, which required a number of short, steep clambers around small buffs. Then came
the ~100 metre climb over the ancient (and now completed forested) landslide that
impounded the lake many centuries ago. Bang on 1 pm we arrived at the bank of the Blue
Grey River, the lake outlet that actually passes under the landslide. We found an open
area with some comfortable logs to sit and eat our lunch. We were deeply in the shadow
of the mountains (as we had been all day), so it was quite a cold stop.
After lunch it was a 2.5 hour route march along the north bank of the river over mostly flat
ground that was very swampy in places and blocked at intervals by fallen trees. We
thought that we had arranged to meet Chantal and Elaine at the road-end at 3 pm, so
Natasha and Allan hurried ahead in an attempt to get there in time. In the event, they
arrived at Palmer Flat at 3.20 pm and the rest of us less than ten minutes later. Chantal’s
car wasn’t there, so we packed up in the first real sun we had seen since the previous
morning and headed north along Palmer Road.
Just after we reached the sealed road, we met Chantal’s vehicle coming the other way.
Evidently, they had gone first to the Rough Creek in case we had decided (or had been
forced) to return that way, reasoning that they would intercept us later if we had gone
through to Palmer Flat. We pulled off the road and Barry and Monika decanted over to
Chantal’s car. Then started the c.a. three-hour drive back to Christchurch with a stop at
the Culverden pub for (a huge) dinner, warmth and ambience.
Thanks to Barry for organising a trip that proved to be both (much) harder and more
interesting than I had expected. Thanks also to Natasha, Chantal and Allan for driving,
and to everyone for their company.
Seven participants: Barry Watson (leader), Allan McInnes, Natasha Sydorenko, Monika
Bratownik, Elaine Booker, Chantal McCarthy and Bryce Williamson.
2-3 June 2018

One Weekend - Three Huts
Queens Birthday weekend – three days off work and a plethora of tramping choices from
one to three days. Mt Misery – sounds like fun. Camping at the base of Mt Angelus in -7
temperatures – even more fun. I decided on the three huts trip for a variety of reason,
amongst which: two days, so I still have two more days to pack before I leave for the Tour
du Mont Blanc, and Paulette will come with me on this trip.
On the first day we set off from the usual place into ever-increasing drizzle. It wasn’t
looking g0od, but just past Sheffield the skies suddenly cleared and we were in sunshine,
with clouds clearing off the mountaintops. We stopped in Springfield to collect the three
trampers who were joining us for just the first day of our two day jaunt.
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The Ben More hut is a pleasant stroll through the Thirteen Mile bush which is reached by a
short drive through a farm, and then a walk along a muddy four wheel drive track. Once in
the bush the track is also quite muddy and slippery, and also had a few steepish sections
to negotiate. The bush is quite open and the dappled light through the trees makes it quite
attractive. Unfortunately there are no clearings, so there is not really much of a view of the
mountains, just an occasional glimpse through the trees. After about two and a half hours
we reached the hut, an interesting bright orange A-frame set in a small clearing. Again
there is no view to be had except for a tiny glimpse of some distant mountains with no
snow on them.
We settled down here for a bite of lunch before heading downhill again for an uneventful
walk back to the cars. Our day-walkers headed back to Christchurch, and the rest of us
headed to the CTC club hut in Arthurs Pass where we found several people already in
residence. By the time we arrived it was already quite chilly, so the first thing was to get a
fire going to warm the place up. Something went wrong here, and very soon we ended up
with a hut full of smoke and no warmth. Opening all the doors and windows did nothing to
help the warmth situation, but after a while the smoke had dissipated to a tolerable level
and we were able to close the windows again.

Sliding down the bank. Photo: John Kerkhofs
Having established ourselves in the hut, several of us decided that drinks and dinner at the
Wobbly Kea were a good idea, so we wandered off down the road. It was only just after 5
PM, but it was shady and quite cold already, with days-old snow lying around. It was nice
and warm inside though, and after a pleasant meal we wandered off into the cold and dark
again. By now it had started to freeze, and we were very glad it wasn’t far back to the hut
where where we settled down to reading, chatting and generally relaxing. I use the
opportunity to deploy my new folding bluetooth keyboard to type up the trip report into my
smart-phone, something that would be quite impossible to do with fat fingers on an onscreen keyboard. Much better than trying to remember days later what happened on the
trip.
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Morning dawned to a very foggy and frosty day, but even early on we could see that above
the fog the skies were reasonably clear. Michael pulled up a weather report that suggested
Porters Pass might be getting some snow in the later afternoon, which didn’t bode well for
our intended return later in the day, but other forecasts showed it would be OK, so we
decided to continue. Another tramper was going to join us for the second day’s walk, so we
arranged a meet-up at the Hawdon turn-off. Google Maps told us she would be there at
about 10, so we scheduled out departure to arrive at about that time – we didn’t want
anybody sitting around in the freezing cold for too long. Google was right on the money –
we all arrived at the turnoff within ten minutes of each other. Aft a bit of a health and safety
meeting, we decided that we’d abandon the Hawdon Hut plan and go to the Kowai Hut
instead. It’s a bit shorter and easier, no river crossings worth mentioning, and on the right
side of Porters Pass in case the alleged snow did actually eventuate.
Off we went to the Kowai. The start of the track is just before the road climbs into Porters
Pass on the eastern side, right by an old road mans hut. This hut wasn’t on the trip list, but
we’ll claim it anyway, making this a four-hut trip. The fog was well cleared by the time we’d
had morning tea and started walking, but the tops were still shrouded in cloud and
remained that way for the whole day.
The walk is an easy womble along the riverbed for the most part, with an occasional foray
up a hill. With a cumulative height gain of just over 300 metres it was not terribly difficult
going. After about an hour and a half we reached the hut and settled down for a bit of
lunch and a rest from our exertions before heading back down the valley. For a bit more of
a challenge I though I’d leave the group for a while and explore up a promising-looking
hillside, figuring to rejoin them further downriver. It started out well enough, but after about
ten minutes the ever-thickening matagouri got the better of me, and I dropped over the
side back down to the river, slightly the worse for wear.
As we neared the cars we saw the weather behind us starting to close in, an although
there was only a very light breeze, it was starting to cool down quite a bit, with a hint of
drizzle as well, to the point where I felt the need to don beanie, neck warmer, and gloves. It
was not quite three in the afternoon, and if we had continued on the Hawdon I think we
would have been very cold as we would have had easily another two hours of walking
ahead of us.
An advantage of the Kowai Hut walk is that it is close to the Sheffield pub, which means
that we didn’t have the seemingly endless drive from distant placed before we could settle
down to drinks and fries. Suitably refreshed, we made our way back to Christchurch to
enjoy the rest of the log weekend. Although looking at the weather forecast as I write this,
it would be enjoyable only if you like rain.
Trip statistics (Ben More Hut): 12.6 km, Min elevation 531m, Max elevation 897m,
cumulative elevation gain 617m. Total time 5h 02m, moving time 3h 35m. Average moving
speed 3.51km/h.
The walkers were Michael Hammond (Leader), Dylan Roberts, Paulette French, Joanne
Livingstone, Sara Jamieson, Sujin Lim, Lorraine Poole, Louise Petrie, and John Kerkhofs
(scribe and photographer).
Trip statistics (Kowai Hut): 10.4 km, Min elevation 627m, Max elevation 792m, cumulative
elevation gain 308m. Total time 3h 14m, moving time 2h 31m. Average moving speed
4.1km/h.
The walkers were Michael Hammond (Leader), Dylan Roberts, Paulette French, Joanne
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Livingstone, Sara Jamieson, Kathy Basire, and John Kerkhofs (scribe and photographer).
10 June 2018

Lunch at Petes stream
On June 10th I led a trip up the Poulter river to Petes stream.I hadnt been up this part of
the Poulter other than a brief but sensibly abandoned bike ride back in January. A pleasant
walk with weather varying from chilly to warm but didnt include the forecasted rain.
Eight of us turned up for the trip. The terrain varied a bit but mostly easy walking.Some
lovely views around the Poulter. Lunchtime included the usual sandflies who wanted to
make our accquaintance, Sue who was making her club debut was very thoughtful and
kept moving around to attract them so us oldies could have lunch in peace. The walkers
were Chris, Bryce, Geoff, Jen, Min, Louise, Sue and myself. Aftermatch function was held
at the Sheffield hotel and included beer and crosscut chips which were extremely popular
with Louise and her daughter Sue.

Lunch at Pete Stream (as advertised). Photo: Bryce Williamson
Next time I would try to include a longer option for this trip. Its a long journey from
Christchurch for a short walk. Possibly a Binser saddle option may work but of course that
brings the trip grade up by a few degrees.
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The bridge across the Whataroa just above the junction with the Perth
River, on Andrew Tromans' Scone Hut trip. Photo: Lynette Hartley
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On Barry Watson's Lake Angelus trip at Queen's Birthday weekend.
Photo: Emma Rogers
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).
We recommend you start with Karen Tait, 027 545 7404, or Jonathan Carr, 022 034 4608.
Then try the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact can be made then the
Police. Refer to the list of Club Officers below, and on www.ctc.org.nz. Members
(particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved ones so they
are aware of this procedure.
Club Officers
President:

Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125

Vice President: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Secretary:

Natasha
Sydorenko

0223140684

Treasurer:

Carol Horgan

027 212 7294

Club Captain:

Alan Ross

384-6425

Barry Watson

021668895

Social
Convenor:

Kay Taylor

03358-4580

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125
Editor:

New Members
Joshua Johnson
Rep:

0278865868

Day Trip
Organiser:

027 614 2255

Kelly Purdie

Overnight Trip
Organiser:

Eric Skea

021 0247 5473

Hut Convenor: Gareth Caves

03 9808224

IT Convenor:

0273656751

Nick Edwards

Access Officer: Ian Dunn

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 19 July 2018 – Thanks.
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0212141907

