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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
Lake Tennyson, on Chris McGimpsey's electronically.
Paske Saddle trip. Photo: Jonathan Carr
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

News
New Members Welcome: Welcome to new members who have joined recently: James
Atlas, Heather Huckle, Brendon Fisher, Heather Rockell, Gokul Vichur, Thiago Jose
Amaral, Allen Lim, Maria Guttier, Jennifer Bufford, Trudi Cameron, Jonathan Tye, Lauren
Russel, Nichole Affe, John West and David Natta. We hope you have many enjoyable
days out tramping with us!

Sunday 4th November - a beautiful view this morning walking out of Hurunui Hut. Photo:
Kelly Anne Purdie
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Obituaries
Noel Tweedie: Late October we lost our oldest life member Noel Tweedie. In my time in
the club he was a legend, tried to do the Three Passes trip in 24 hours. He led the Mungo
Pass trip where the party was 3 days overdue, that was Easter 1963. Mainly due to rain
and high rivers. We made the news because of this. Noel was a really fit guy, he also
belonged to the YMCA, where he was involved with gymnastics. He could do back flips
and handstands. He was also a main member who helped build the Arthurs Pass youth
hostel. (Now sold to a private outfit.) He was a committee member when we had
committee meetings in the museum.
- Rex Vink, Club Patron

Noel Tweedie joined CTC in 1944. He passed away peacefully in his 96th year.

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email
kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
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showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Steve Bruerton 322-6196 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids
under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear assigned to you is your responsibility;
please take care of it. Please put tents inside
your pack. Tents attached to the outside of
your pack can be easily punctured when
bush bashing or even lost. This may result in
serious damage to your bank account!
Please air and dry tents after taking them on
a trip even if they are not used, and report
any damage to the gear custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Wednesday 28 November

Club Night

Newsletter Folding and Nuts’n Bolts Evening: Come along and pick up your
newsletter, save the club postage and familiarise yourself with the new online trip signup
system. The club recently removed the paper trip signup lists and moved to online trip
sign up. Alan is running through the site and showing us the ins and outs of its use.
Warwick has revamped the car petrol calculation sheet and he’s running through its use.
If you’re leading trips, or thinking of doing so, then this refresher will be helpful. It’s time
to plan those Xmas and New Year trips. Please make use of the topo maps of the
Canterbury region in the elephant filing cabinet at the back of the room.
Saturday 1 December
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hogsback (rescheduled): From the access road just west of
Castle Hill Village, Hogsback Track follows the Long Spur
ridgeline, then through beech forest, Crossing Long Creek and
Waterfall Creek. We then go off track up to Hogsback (1032m),
traverse the ridge before dropping down and crossing Hogsback
Creek, up to Long Spur and re-join the track back to the cars. A
mix of on and off track tramping. Round trip around 14kms and
400m height gain.
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Grade: Easy+
Closes: 29 Nov
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Saturday 1 December
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Mt Fyffe: 1400m height gain. From the Western foot of Mt Fyffe
we follow the 4WD track up Mt Fyffe passing the hut on the way to
the summit. From the summit there should be good views of
Kaikoura and along the coast to Banks Peninsula and north
towards the North Island.
Weekend 1-2 December Depart
Evening
Departure point: Contact Leader

Friday

Map:
BT27
Approx: $35

Leader: Nick Edwards
nickedwrds@gmail.com

Otehake Hut & Otehake River: A trip to a less well visited hut in
Arthur’s Pass, involving some tricky bush bashing down the
Otehake River. We’ll head up to Arthu’rs Pass on Friday evening
and either stay in the club hut or camp near the start of the
Edwards. On Saturday we’ll go in up the Edwards, over
Taruahuna Pass and down the Otehake River to the hut (6 bunks).
Sunday will be a very long day, continuing down the Otehake river,
and out via Lake Kaurapataka and the Taramakau river. Despite
looking like a nice track on the map, this path has not been
maintained by DOC for a number of years and has fallen into
disrepair, although in recent years Permolat have been doing
some cutting work so it won’t be absolute misery. Unfortunately
we probably won’t have time to enjoy the hotpools on the way out!
Sunday 2 December
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 29 Nov

Grade: Hard
Closed: 22 Nov
Map:
BV20 BV21
BU20
Approx: $30 + hut
fees

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125
tortistours@gmail.com

Bell Tea series #19 Woolshed Hill & tarns : This will be a series
of 4 day and 2 overnight trips which will get progressively harder
as the year proceeds and they will finish with a weekend at the
club hut climbing Mt Karen & Goat Hill. They can be done as a
complete series of trips, or as single trips and the series is
designed to suit trampers who want to move up from easy to mod
trips. All of the trips will be run at an easy pace with plenty of
scenery stops and a chance to boil the billy for an old fashion
tramping brew plus long lunches in the sun. A steep climb up the
track from the Hawdon shelter car parkout, then out of the bush
and onto the scrubby ridge leading up to the tussock tops. If the
weather and time permits we can proceed along the tops to the
tarn tucked in beside the bushline, before returning back via a
lovely easy bush bash down to the Hawdon River.
Wednesday 5 December

Grade: Moderate
but at an
easy pace
Closes: 29 Nov
Map:
BW20
Approx: $20

Club Night

Free Evening Speaker TBC: The squeeze machine has proved elusive, pilfered by a
caver doing secret training...so unfortunately we won’t be squeezing our way to glory
after all. Tonight’s speaker will be confirmed by email closer to the night. As always we’ll
have refreshments, chat time, Xmas/New Year trip planning...
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Sunday 9 December Please note the early
start 7am
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764
mbahammond@hotmail.com

Avalanche Peak (rescheduled): Situated in the heart of Arthurs
Pass, Avalanche peak is one of New Zealands most climbed
peaks. We will go up on the track near the DOC office, have lunch
on the top and then descend via Scotts track. Not a really tough
climb but challenging at times. We will make it easy with breaks
and photo stops. Great views are on show after clearing the bush
line and we may be lucky enough to see some Kea up close. The
views at the top are pretty awesome to on a clear day. The usual
after-socialising on the way home. Please note the early start
7am.
Sunday 9 December
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 6 Dec
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Sudden Valley - Take 2: After crossing the Hawdon River near
the Hawdon Shelter, we will follow Sudden Valley, crossing the
river several times up to the Barrier Falls. Then we will follow the
track to open part of the Valley. We may get to the biv if people are
keen.
Multi day trip 9-10 December
Departure point: Caltex Russley 8am (will
cycle from Blue Duck Cafe)

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 6 Dec
Map:
BV21
Approx: $30

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

MTB Christchurch to Akaroa Loop : Cycle loop via Blue Duck Grade: Mountain
Cafe, Gebbie’s Pass, Diamond Harbour, Port Levy, Pidgeon Bay,
Bike
Akaroa. Spend the night in Akaroa at hotel or campsite then retrun
Moderate
via Little River, Little River Rail Trail back to Blue Duck Cafe. Closes: 29 Nov
About 63km 7.5hrs to Akaroa and 64km 7 hours return.
Map:
Approx: $15
Wednesday 12 December

Club Night

Christmas Break Up and last Social Evening for 2018: Jingle Bells.. Christmas is just
around the corner, another year of glorious tramping has nimbly skipped by and tonight
it’s the Annual Christmas Party and the last social function of the year. Warwick will be
opening the club rooms at 6.00 pm, so you can arrive any time after that. Please bring a
potluck /plate to share, and refreshments of your choice. There is plenty of seating, and a
good kitchen with an oven and microwave. I’ll provide a non-acholic punch. Don’t forget
some puddings (Dale -ambrosia so I can eat it all again please!) and christmas cake! And
don’t forget to wear something Christmassy! Santa hats, reindeer horns, elf costumes,
white beards etc The projector is available for use. So come along, catch up with your
tramping buddies and have a great evening - See you there!
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Weekend 15-16 December
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764
mbahammond@hotmail.com

Cass Lagoon Saddle Circuit (rescheduled) : A chance to do
one of the Canterbury classic weekend trips. To work best this trip
needs a car shuttle. Please let the leader know if you have a car
available We will leave from the Cass end and head up the river
and into the bush, a steady climb will bring us to the hut and then
on to the top of Cass saddle. From there its all downhill to
Hamilton hut where we stay the night. Tenting is also an option
here too. Hamilton hut is one of the best in the area hence its
nickname Hamilton Hilton. Day two finds us crossing a couple of
swing bridges and navigating up river banks coupled with tracks
later on. We can lunch at the A frame Lagoon hut and then we
come down the side of Mount Bruce, through the bush and back
to the car park at Cora Lynn station. After collecting cars etc and
changing clothes we can head to Springfield or Sheffield for
refreshments and socializing.
Sunday 16 December
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Moderate
but at an
easy pace
Closes: 6 Dec
Map:

BW20
BV20 BV21
Approx: $25 + Hut
Fees

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Ryde Falls: This trip in the lovely Oxford Forest is suitable for
families and everyone looking for a relaxing social tramp. We will
follow the well benched Ryde Falls Track from the Coopers Creek
car park through beech forest, looking out for the scattered rimu
and totara, as well as the splashes of colour from the red and
yellow leaved horopito. There is plenty of bird life as well including
robins, fantails, bellbirds and maybe even a rifleman. The falls
themselves – three cascades, are above a beautiful deep pool.
Plenty of time to look around, explore and socialise. Return trip
will follow the Koromiko Track, then the Link Track back to the
cars.
Long Weekend 30 December-3 January
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 13 Dec
Map:
BW22
Approx: $15

Leader: Kelly Purdie
bristolblonde32@hotmail.com

News Years Trip: I’m keen to go on a multi-day tramp somewhere
for 4 or 5+ days. Where? Depends on who wants to go. The date
could be flexible but ideally to leave about the 30th Dec and have
New Years somewhere different. Open to suggestions on where to
go and for how long. Max of 6 participants.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 20 Dec
Map:
Approx:

Saturday 12 January
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Pinchgut Hut: This is a well appointed hut in behind Mt Thomas
with a nice track, making an easier end of easy / moderate tramp.
There is a crossing of the Okuku River at the start of the track so
you can wear old shoes or sandals for this, changing into boots for
the walk which is mainly in beech forest. Look forward to lunch at
the hut before returning the same way. Return trip 5 hours, 12kms.
Sunday 13 January
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 10 Jan
Map:
BW23
Approx: $20

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Bealey Spur Hut: Start by the baches at Bealey Spur next to the Grade: Easy/Mod
main road and climb up through sheltering beech forest on the Closes: 10 Jan
way to the charming old musterers hut at around 1240m.
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30
Wednesday 16 January

Club Night

New Years’ Catch-Up and First Meeting for the Year: This is the first meeting of the
New Year. Come along for a catch-up, and show your Xmas and New Year tramping
photos. If I’m away the club laptop will be available, or you can bring your own laptop.
Saturday 19 January
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Scenery Nook: Scenery Nook is a little cove out on Timu Timu
Head, Banks Peninsula. Starting from Lands End Station, over
Lucas Peak (381m) and walk down to Scenery Nook. Come and
see stunning sea cliff formations, curving around to make the cove
into an amazing amphitheatre of layered rock in earthy hues of
red, pink and purple. Not to mention, friendly seals. According to E
Can, it is an area of Significant Natural Value. Return around cliff
tops and over farm land back to the cars. Bring your camera – it is
a great trip for photographs.
Weekend 19-20 January
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 17 Jan
Map:
BY25
Approx: $20

Leader: Symon Holmes
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Bob’s Camp Biv: Following the Okuku River to Pinchgut Hut then Grade: Easy Mod
on to Bob’s Camp Biv via Cattle Peak Route. Returning via Whare Closes: 10 Jan
Ridge Route.
Map:
BW23
Approx: $15
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Weekend 19-20 January
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Pfeifer Biv and Mt Pfeifer: A trip close to the road but with a real
back-country feel. You start at the Deception swing bridge on the
Highway 73, follow Paratu stream up to Waharoa Saddle before
climbing to the tops on a cut route. Then easy tussock tops are
followed to Pfeifer Biv which has good camping beside it. Day 2 is
a little harder, up and around Mt Pfeifer before descending the
long spur to Lake Kaurapataka. Some bush bashing required. The
track is then followed back to the road. A good trip with lots of
variety and great views.
Wednesday 23 January

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 10 Jan
Map:

BV20 BV21
BU20
Approx: $40

Club Night

New years’ BBQ at The Groynes: Come to our annual Summer BBQ - shifted from the
traditional harried and chilly December to the warm and balmy month of January. Tonight
we will be meeting at The Groynes, off John’s Road for our New Years’ BBQ. Start time is
6.00pm. You can google a map of the Groynes which shows the various picnic areas.
Meet at the 2E Picnic Area, a lovely grassed area beside the stream with shelter and
shade. We won’t book an area but there are plenty of picnic tables and spots in this
vicinity if 2E is taken. There are toilets and drinking water on the drive in but best to bring
water. Follow the signs to the Recreation Lake. Picnic Area 2E is just across the bridge,
access is off the left-hand car park. There are 3 picnic tables beside the stream. We need
BBQ’s, tables and chairs, so please contact either me, Steve Bruerton or Chris
McGimpsy if you can help with these items. Bring your snaggers, steaks, chops, salads
etc, the usual liquid refreshments and plates/cups/utensils. Energetic people can walk
some of the Otukaikino Track beforehand to work up a thirst! If you plan on biking, there
is a new cycle path on the south side of John’s Road. It starts near the turn-off to
Willowbank and takes you to The Groynes turn-off. Let me know if you need a lift and I’ll
arrange transport. (Please note that the club rooms won’t be open tonight). Kay
Weekend 26-27 January
Departure point: Caltex Russley 6pm Fri

Leader: Kayleigh Gilkes
kayleigh.gilkes@googlemail.com

Griffin Creek Hut: Maximum 10 people. Stay at club hut on
Friday night. Car shuffle between Harrington Creek and the Taipo
Road bridge. Up Harrington Creek to the tops, (climb Wilson’s
Knob if people are keen) drop down to Griffin Creek Hut for the
night (4 bunks so bring a tent). Following day out via rocky creek.
Expect a long hard day on the Sunday. If the weather is not good
this trip will be postponed.
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Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 17 Jan
Map:
Approx: $40 + hut
fee

Sunday 27 January Departure is at 07:30 from
the ’Z’ Station Papanui
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Lake Heron to Double Hut Return: The trip starts at the Lake
Heron car park and skirts around the edge of the lake, home to
the Australasian Crested Grebe. Leaving the lake, we take a short
walk up Lake Hill (762m) with great views of Lake Heron and
surrounding area. Join the Swin River and Double Hut tracks to
Double Hut (an old musterers hut), for lunch, before returning the
same way. Return trip 20kms. Please Note: Departure is at 07:30
from the ’Z’ Station Papanui.
Wednesday 30 January

Grade: Easy+
Closes: 24 Jan
Map:
BX19
Approx: $30

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening: We’ll process the newsletter and have the rest of the
evening to catch-up. Please let me know if you wish to talk about your holiday tramps.
Wednesday 6 February

Club Night

Waitangi Day - Public Holiday - No Meeting Tonight: As today is a public holiday we
won’t be having a meeting tonight.
Saturday 9 February
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Little Mt Ida: This is a little gem of a trip. From Harper Road,
follow a road to Lake Ida. We walk along the length of the lake, on
to a smaller un-named lake. A short steep climb takes us up to a
ridge which is followed to the top of Little Mt Ida (1050m). Great
views of the bigger version, Mt Ida, and Mt Olympus. Return trip
will descend to the road and then back to the cars. Height gain
around 500m.
Wednesday 27 February

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 7 Feb
Map:
BW20
Approx: $25

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening and Lightning Talk: Hike and Fly: Gone in 15 minutes!
TBC: Come along and pick up your newsletter and save the club postage, have a cuppa
and listen to tonight’s short talk by Lorraine Johns. "Ever found yourself standing
somewhere above the bush line, just a few too many hours from your car, feeling very
weary and just a little sorry for yourself? Well, be prepared to be sold on a most
miraculous product that solve all your descent woes. Gerhardt Spur Bivouac? 15 minutes
to get down from the bivvy to the car. Mount Fyffe? 15 minutes is the magical number
once again. Buckland Peaks Hut? Naturally, 15 minutes. Mount Te Kinga? Dispatched in
15. The secret? Flying! But only using what you can carry up. Join Lorraine Johns as she
talks about some hike and flying trips she has undertaken since learning to para-glide
earlier this year". General catch-up with refreshments as per usual.
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Multi day trip 6-20 April

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Peru (Huayhuash Circuit): The Huayhuash (pronounced ("wi
wash") is rated one of the 10 best treks in the world and is a
120km, 11 day loop that is between 3300m and 5000m elevation. I
am looking at a guided option where you can hike with just a day
pack and donkeys will carry all the other gear if you want. Cost
looks to be around NZ$4500 (NZ$1500 guide+ NZ$1800 flights
(from NZ) +NZ$1000 hotels and misc.) The guided bit is all
inclusive. I have had a number of people express interest in this
trip and will likely organise it into groups of 6 to make logistics
easier and for those that may want to take a more leisurely pace.
Please
contact
leader
for
more
details;
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com.

Grade: Moderate
but at an
easy pace
16 March
Map:
Approx: See trip
description

Classifieds
Club member Kate Taylor is selling the following Women’s items: Please contact her
on 0273265497. Prices are negotiable. 1. Scarpa Boots: Go Up,size euro 41, all leather
upper, roomy fitting, vibram sole in vg condition, this boot has not had a lot of use. A good
lite-weight tramping boot with ankle support. $100 2. Scarpa Boots: Mythos? size euro 41
crampon compatible, leather and gortex upper, wide protective toe and side bund. Stiff
sole for challenging territory yet comfortable enough to walk in. A good tramping boot with
plenty of life left. $100 3. Asolo Boots: size euro 41 full leather upper. A reliable hiking boot
with excellent ankle support that is also comfortable and crampon compatible. In good
condition. $100 4. Aarn Pack with 2 front pockets, Womens, Model Featherlite Freedom
with Small back size. Good condition. $350

Packhorse Hut, on Symon Holmes' Mt Herbert trip
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On Symon Holmes' Helicopter Hill to Camp Stream trip

Chris and Noel, on David Sutton's Mt Barron trip. Photo: Kelly Anne
Purdie
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).
We recommend you start with Karen Tait, 027 545 7404, or Jonathan Carr, 022 034 4608.
Then try the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact can be made then the
Police. Refer to the list of Club Officers below, and on www.ctc.org.nz. Members
(particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved ones so they
are aware of this procedure.
Club Officers
President:

Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125

Vice President: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Secretary:

Natasha
Sydorenko

Treasurer:

Carol Horgan

027 212 7294

Club Captain:

Alan Ross

384-6425

Barry Watson

021668895

Social
Convenor:

Kay Taylor

03358-4580

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125
Editor:

New Members
Joshua Johnson
Rep:

0278865868

Day Trip
Organiser:

027 614 2255

Kelly Purdie

Overnight Trip
Organiser:

Eric Skea

021 0247 5473

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

IT Convenor:

0273656751

Nick Edwards

Access Officer: Ian Dunn

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 24 January 2019 – Thanks.

− 12 −

0212141907

