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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
Adrian, Leith Hill and the Torlesse Range – electronically.
photo credit: Bryce Williamson
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
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a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is
about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go
t o www.ctc.org.nz and click the Social Calendar link. A variety of social functions are
organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If you can give a
presentation or have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email
kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
Wednesday 30 August

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Night: Newsletter folding, Lightning talk and general catch-up as per
usual.
Weekend 2-3 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Ski Touring - Somewhere...: The venue will most likely be Grade: Ski Touring
decided just prior to departure and will depend on snow and Closed: 24 Aug
weather conditions. This trip may possibly involve Mt Sibbald,
Map:
nothing in life is certain.
Approx: $unknown
Multi day trip 2-10 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bill Johnson Tom Hu 022 049
3453

Mt Taranaki and Mt Ruapehu Ascent: Tom and I sharing a rental
car from Wellington for a winter ascent of Taranaki via Syme hut.
We have room for 2 more in our rental car. Afterwards Tom will
attempt Mt Ruapehu or just Tiki tour around the Central Plateau.
Departing Jetstar Sat 2 September 7 am for Wellington. Returning
Jetstar Sunday 10 September 8.20 am from Wellington. You may
join us for part or all of the trip.
Sunday 3 September

Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closed: 24 Aug
Map:
BJ29 BJ34
Approx: $unknown

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
judychris@xnet.co.nz

Woolshed Hill: A steady climb up the track from the Hawdon
Shelter car park, then out of the bush and onto the scrubby ridge
leading up to the tussock tops for a cup of tea. If the weather and
time permits we can proceed along the tops to the tarn tucked in
beside the bush-line, before returning back down the hill the way
we came up. There is even the possibility of a bush bash short cut
for the keener trampers.
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Grade: Moderate
but at an
easy pace
Closes: 31 Aug
Map:
BV20
Approx: $20

Wednesday 6 September
Hiking The Pacific Crest Trail, USA: The PCT is one of the great long distance hikes,
stretching 4,000 km from Mexico to Canada. In July 2016, club member Jovan Andric
spent a month hiking the Californian High Sierra Nevada Mountains section of the Trail.
This is an alpine route with only tents for shelter, and space sharing with lots of wildlife
including bears and coyotes. The PCT is also famous for being the source of ultra light
hiking philosophy and gear. It had another brush with stardom when Reese Witherspoon
starred in the movie "Wild". While I doubt Jovan glimpsed Reese, he did enjoy fabulous
scenery and a great trip, which he’s going to share with us tonight.
Long Weekend 8-10 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453

Mueller Hut: A trip to the popular Mueller Hut, in Mt Cook National
Park. Depart Fri evening for Mt Cook Village and spend the night
at one of the club lodges and head up to Mueller Sat morning.
Option to build snow shelters in the afternoon then have a pot luck
in Mueller Hut and warm up before spending the night in our
igloos / snow caves / the hut. As this trip is weather and avalanche
conditions dependent, the trip may change/cancelled as a result.
The trip leader will confirm the status of the trip closer to the time.
Saturday 9 September

Grade: Moderate+
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 31 Aug
Map:
Approx: Approx $60
+ Hut fees

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hinewai Reserve/Otanerito Bay: Hinewai is a beautiful bird and
bush reserve on the eastern side of Banks Peninsula, accessed
from the Summit Road above Akaroa. The trip will start from the
carpark at the end of Lower Long Bay Road and follow the Valley
Track, then the Kereru Track up to Jules Knob (370m) from where
there are great views looking out over the reserve and Otanerito
Bay. Continuing along the Kereru Track, look forward to lunch at
the Visitor Centre. From there we follow West Track, and Beech
Terrace Track where there is a stand of red beech trees. Rejoin
the Valley Track, then the Beach Track through to Otanerito Bay
and back to the cars. Representatives from Kathmandu may turn
up on the trip to take photos of trip party members for their latest
gear catalogue
Weekend 9-10 September

Grade: Easy+
Closes: 7 Sep
Map:
BY25
Approx: $20

Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684

Mt Wakefield: Departing on Friday night, climb Saturday via the Grade: Hard
standard route. Either head back on Saturday night or cruise back Closes: 31 Aug
on Sunday
Map:
BX15
Approx:
$60+Campi
ng or Hut
Fee
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Sunday 10 September

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125

Hamilton Peak (1922m): This peak sits on the Craigeburn Range Grade: Moderate
directly above Cass Saddle, and can be accessed from the
(requires
Craigeburn Valley Ski field & the Broken River Ski field. Bryce will
snow skills)
choose some interesting routes to fill up a good Moderate day.
Closes: 7 Sep
Map:
BW20
Approx: $20
Wednesday 13 September
South Island Traverse with Lydia McLean and Allan Brent.: Lydia McLean from the
Canterbury Mountaineering Club is talking about a four-month traverse of the South
Island that she and three friends undertook last summer. They walked, climbed, paddled
and biked from Cape Farewell to Foveaux Strait via the Southern Alps - during one of the
worst summers in recent history. In spite of this, the team crossed the Main Divide 19
times and climbed a number of peaks along the way. Come along for a great evening of
adventure, tramping and climbing in our iconic southern mountains.
Long Weekend 15-17 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Joshua Johnson

Ball Pass Crossing (without the Crossing): "A variation of the
Ball Pass crossing (minus the crossing): Friday Evening Departure
- Drive to Mt Cook Village (stay at NZAC lodge or similar).
Saturday Morning - early departure, park at Tasman Glacier Lake
parking lot (or 4wd up Ball Shelter Road as far as safely feasible).
Tramp to Ball Shelter. Enjoy views of Tasman Glacier (if there are
any), then set out up ridgeline to Caroline Hut. Camp past
Caroline Hut on flats area near Ball Ridge. Water can lawfully be
accessed at Caroline Hut as well as toilets usage (but the hut itself
is off limits). Can explore Ball Pass, and possibly have a go at the
adjacent Kaitiaki Peak (2222m) depending on your abilities and
comfort level. Sunday Morning - descend the same way we came
in, and back to ChCh. This trip will depend on good snow
conditions and weather - requires snowskills. More info here:
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-togo/canterbury/places/aoraki-mount-cook-national-park/things-todo/tracks/ball-pass-crossing/ See trip leader for details (Josh
Johnson). "
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Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 7 Sep
Map:
Approx: $70

Saturday 16 September

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Alford: At 1171m, this minor peak is in the Alford Range, half
way between Mt Hutt and Mt Somers. We will access it via an
easement across private land and then through the Alford Scenic
Reserve - Small, but includes good stands of beech. There is a
4WD track up part of the way to 900m and then a route through
sub alpine vegetation, to the summit which affords great views of
the surrounding area. 600m height gain. Return the same way.
Weekend 16-17 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Easy Mod
Closes: 14 Sep
Map:
BX20
Approx: $20

Leader: Eric Skea

Mt Armstrong and Carrington Peak: Stay Friday night in
Arthur’s Pass. On Saturday, gain Waimakariri Col via the
Rolleston River, climb Mt Armstrong, and stay in Waimakariri Falls
Hut. On Sunday, either climb Carrington Peak or enjoy a lie-in,
then walk out to Klondyke Corner.
Sunday 17 September

Grade: Hard
Closes: 7 Sep
Map:
BV20
Approx: $40 + hut
fee

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-02322310

Mt Cotton: Located in Cottons Sheep Range at the northwest end
of Lake Coleridge is Mount Cotton (1470m). Ideal chance to
become familiar with those snow skills, newly acquired or
otherwise on an easy tramp. Height gain over 5Km is a kilometer,
starting out on farm tracks which will disappear under a covering
of snow. The rewarding view of the Coleridge basin second only to
the much more technical Mt. Oakden from this normally easy-mod
tramp reduced to an Easy Pace. Requires Snow Skills, axes &
crampons. Distance 10Km. Height gain 1000m
Wednesday 20 September

Grade: Easy/Mod
(Requires
Snow Skills)
Closes: 14 Sep
Map:
BW20
Approx: $20

Club Night

Russian Caucasus Exploration: Tonight club member Jonathan Carr is talking about
his trip to the Caucasus mountains, a remote and mountainous area of diverse peoples
and politics. The Caucasus separate Russia to the north from Georgia and Azerbaijan to
the south. In Jonathan’s words: "The Caucasus offer perhaps the best tramping in
Europe... However, the diverse climate, which ranges from places which never see a
frost to the highest snowfalls in Russia, is matched by diverse ethnic groups and a
troubled history which make it not the easiest (or safest) place to visit. I was lucky to join
a Russian expedition from Moscow State University to search for alpine caves. It was as
much a cultural experience as an outdoor adventure". Come along for a glimpse into this
wild and fascinating area.
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Long Weekend 22-24 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453

Almer Hut | Franz Josef Glacier: Over night trip to historic Almer Grade: Moderate
Hut overlooking the stunning Franz Josef Glacier. Well leave Fri
Hard
evening and stay at a backpackers or camp in Franz Josef. Sat
Challenge
morning we’ll helicopter up to Almer Hut. Options from there
plus Easier
include climbing St Mildred or Drummond peak (hard option) or
options
just hanging out at the hut and enjoying the view (easy option). Closes: 14 Sep
Other options depending on what the group wants.
Map:
BX16 BX15
Approx: Contact
Leader
Saturday 23 September

Leader:

Lake Rubicon: Out west past Springfield. A pleasant day hike that
leads in over rolling farm land and on up the valley to the little gem
that is Lake Rubicon nestled in the foothills. A perfect place for
lunch. Further ramblings may be possible up the valley. 12km,
200m height gain.
Saturday 23 September

Grade: Easy
Closes: 21 Sep
Map:
BW21
Approx:

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545

Mt Temple: We start on the very friendly zig-zag path up to the
Temple Basin Ski area. Above ski club huts, the climb is a bit
steeper, leading to the final scree up to Temple Col (1774m) and
the ridge between Phipps and Blimit. From the Col we start the
final rocky scramble up to Mt Temple itself (1913m, a bit over
1000m up from the highway). From the summit you can have a
look at all the wonderful weekend tramping opportunities on the
other side . . . If this does not get you inspired, nothing will.
Wednesday 27 September

Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 21 Sep
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening: Newsletter folding, Lightning talk and general catch-up
with refreshments as per usual.
Saturday 30 September

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
judychris@xnet.co.nz

TORTIS tour #20: beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one , but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home
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Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 28 Sep
Map:
Approx: $20

Weekend 30 September-1 October

Leader: Kay Taylor 03358-4580

Arthur’s Pass Base Camp: This is a relaxed weekend trip based
at Arthur’s Pass Hut. Flexible arrival either Friday night or any time
on Saturday. I’ll co-ordinate the pot luck dinner and transport. The
club hut will be pre-booked for club members. Easy day trips and
plenty of scope for other trips depending on
weather/interest/another leader. The Pot Luck tea is the social
high-light. Tramps to be arranged as per weather and interest. I
aim to lead two easy day trips. Suggestions are Otira Valley, and
Kelly tops. It would be good if we could have a leader for a harder
day trip onto the tops. Mt Te Kinga would be a good option for a
moderate day trip. Maximum 16 people. My contact details: 03
3584580 or 0221526158.
Sunday 1 October

Grade: Easy/Social
Closes: 27 Sep
Map:
BV20
Approx: $35 + hut
fees

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Misty Peaks: Misty Peaks is a City Council reserve above Akaroa
between Stoney Bay Saddle and Lighthouse Road. The trip will
start from Aylmers Valley Road in Akaroa and wind up the hill
through farmland and up Stoney Bay Road. We enter the reserve
just below the ridgeline, following a farm track below the rocky
summit of Mt Berard ( 790m ). Leaving the track, climb up Flag
Peak ( 809m ), affording great views over Akaroa Harbour and
east Over bush clad valleys. Rejoin the track which heads
downhill, rounds a bluff and climbs again before finishing at the
start of Flea Bay Road. 600 m height gain. Car shuffle involved.
Sunday 1 October

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 28 Sep
Map:
BY25
Approx: $20

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-02322310

Porters Pass - Rabbit Hill - Trig 1660 MacFarlane Stream
Circuit: Attempt 2: Interesting circuit south of Porters in the
Korowai Torlesse Tussocklands Park. This area is considered a
key site for the protection of high country landscapes and
ecosystems. The trip makes a 19km circuit with a long initial climb,
and a further climb at the end out of MacFarlane Stream, earning
its moderate hard grading.
Weekend 7-8 October

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 28 Sep
Map:
BW20
Approx: $15

Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684

Lake Man Biv, Doubtful Range: Meet at 7am. Drive to just past
the Engineers Camp on SH7. Ford the Boyle, Doubtful and
Kedron Rivers to Lake Man and the Doubtful Range (about 13km
with a height gain of 1000m). Enjoy the magnificent views of the
range. Camp next to Lake Man if the weather is good or next to/in
the bivouac if it’s not (space is limited around the biv). Return via
the the Doubtful tops (~13km).
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 28 Sep
Map:
BU22
Approx: $30

Saturday 14 October

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hogsback/Dracophyllum Flat: This trip in the Craigieburn area
will start from the access road just west of Castle Hill Village and
follow Hogsback Track along the Long Spur ridgeline, through
beech forest, crossing Long Creek and Waterfall Creek. Leaving
the track, we go up to Hogsback itself ( 1,032m ). Rejoin the track
which takes us to Dracophyllum Flat, a sheltered clearing, and
then up to the Environmental Education Centre. Around 16kms
and 400m height gain. The trip will involve a car shuffle.
Long Weekend 21-23 October
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Easy+
Closes: 12 Oct
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545

Gloriana from Ada Pass Hut: Walk in to the Hut on Sat, easy Grade: ModHard
day. Sunday ascend direct from the pass and return to the hut (requires
big day. Monday easy walk out.
snow skills)
Closes: 12 Oct
Map:
Approx: approx $50
Long Weekend 21-23 October
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Andre Eger

Hokitika Gorge: Current plan is to leave Friday night and drive to
Hokitika, staying overnight, and start walking on Sat into Cedar
Flats Hut for a very early lunch (and a dip in the hot pools?). We
then follow the track to Mullins Hut and spend the night there.
Sunday we will make our way to Serpentine Hut, crossing the
Diedrichs Range from Mullins Hut. Monday we will be using the
recently cut track (whatever that means) following the Hokitika
River from Serpentine Hut all the way out to the gorge. If the
weather is somewhat questionable, we may want to do the trip in
reverse to avoid getting trapped by flooded side creeks in the
Kakariki Gorge of the Hokitika. Information about the general
terrain can be found at the permolat website
(http://remotehuts.co.nz/huts/serpentine). Reasonable weather is
quite essential.

Grade: Hard

Weekend 28-29 October
Departure point: Contact Leader

Closes: 12 Oct
Map:
Approx: $80

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Casey Tarn and Pt 2140: Pt 2140 in the Birdwood Range may
not sound very special but this peak stands above all the
surrounding peaks and will give outstanding views out to the main
divide. Walk in via Triangle creek and camp at Casey tarn before
scrambling up the peak
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 19 Oct
Map:
BW20
Approx: $40

Sunday 29 October

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
judychris@xnet.co.nz

TORTIS tour #21: beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one , but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home NB This is
the last TORTIS tour for 2017

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 26 Oct
Map:
Approx: $20

On Mike Newlove's Kaka Hill trip, Peak Hill in the background – photo credit: Bryce
Williamson
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On Steve Bruerton's Snow Farm ski touring trip – photo credit: Li Li

Trip Reports
24 June 2017

Mount Binser Traverse
Overall summary of this trip started at 9:30am; total time 10.5 hrs car to car; length 17km;
total height gain 1630m.
1. Excellent views with great tops travel
2. Excellent company
3. Satisfying medium tramp

We met at Caltex Russley at 7.30am and with only 5 of us we managed to all fit in Josh’s
car (thanks Josh!). Ideally the Binser Traverse requires 2 x cars and one car is dropped off
and used to transport back to the start thereby reducing tramp by 4kms on the 4WD track.
After the obligatory stop at Sheffield to pick up pungent pies, we continued and turned off
the highway and into the Mt White road and arrived at the start of the Binser Saddle track
around 9.30am. The car park is located 2 kms beyond Andrews Shelter and signposted. A
leisurely easy gradient warm up tramp to the saddle saw us gain about 500 metres (note:
we walked about 100 metres beyond the obvious open grass area seen on a topo map
just before the saddle). There was no obvious path from there through the scrub so we
bush bashed for about 200 metres before it thinned out and then we kept the creek and
gully to our left and headed a bit more South South West and gained a ridge to the
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bushline at 1280 metres. We then made our way upwards to the ridge running east of
point 1753. The ridge had a nice layer of snow and we were initially clagged in however it
cleared by the time we reached the top without having to use crampons. We donned
crampons just after dropping off 1753 towards the saddle not because it was overly steep
or exposed but due to the frozen dirt ice underfoot. The traverse along here was
particularly enjoyable and photo worthy. While there is very short section at the saddle that
has been described by some trail runners and trampers on internet blogs as “airy” or “mild
exposure” the ridgeline is about 1 and 1/2 metres wide and stable and as such the
exposure is barely perceptible. The sky was clear blue and there was no wind at all! This
resulted in an enjoyable traverse of a wide ridge to our lunch spot just East of point 1831.
With the sun shining brightly and clouds drifting across the saddle we just traversed we
were drenched with an almost perfect view of the Poulter Valley.

Looking back to the saddle and point 1753. Michael in the foreground and Josh making his
way up
From there an easy traverse to Mount Binser (1860 metres) and views of Mount White and
around to Purple Hill. From there we back tracked slightly and followed the west ridge
down a short section of scree and then followed the ridge to a small bump and then tried to
position ourselves to sidle across following a south west bearing. We missed that ridge
and as such had to crawl under some thick bush for a hundred metres or so which was a
bit challenging. To avoid our slight mistake have a look at David Sutton’s trip report, written
up by Susan Pearson, on 3rd May 2014 Mount Binser. It was well into darkness by the
− 11 −

time we eventually came to Mount White Road and Kim and Rachelle literally kissed the
dirt road in appreciation of no more scrub. The late finish in the dark trudging along the
road for 4 or so kms with a sky full of stars did not dampen our enthusiasm or the buzz of a
great tramp. Thanks Warwick for great leadership on this trip. Also for the awesome
company of Kim, Josh and Rachelle. I have uploaded a GoPro video which summarises
the tramp in 4 mins.
Trip Leader: Warwick Dowling
Trampers: Kim Harburg, Rachelle Binny, Josh Johnson, Michael Meehan (scribe)

The cairn on Binser

29-30 July 2017

Mt Taylor
Making a Push for the Summit of Mt Taylor - Catherine McKie
Sometimes the weather frames a landscape perfectly, while we the adventurers are caught
as if in a snapshot of time. The Hakatere is a very open landscape yet, hidden behind Mt
Somers it has a sense of a seclusion and timelessness. A two-hour drive, makes it a very
accessible part of our Canterbury backyard.
Mt Taylor was our objective which was framed by perfect blue skies, following the snow fall
during the week. Double Hut, at the base of the range is an original musterers hut, and like
its name suggests, we had a double trip plan. It’s a great option for an amble in, a
comfortable night, a late morning lie in and a place just to be, or the other option is to climb
Mt Taylor, the highest foothill in Canterbury, 2333m. It sits at the apex of three rangers, the
Taylor, Mt Sommers and the Old Man Range.
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Ankle deep snow lay on the ground after an hour’s walk from the car park, but still
comfortable in running shoes. At the North Branch of the Swin River it was boots off for
some as there never seems to be a true dry crossing and frustratingly, it’s just a bit too
wide to jump.

Double Hut – photo credit: Jonathan Carr
Bunks were claimed by the insiders and tents were pitched in the now, foot deep snow
around the hut (900m). Everything was very straight forward until one member approached
The Loo. It was declared that The Loo door had a metal bar screwed at the top of the door
and it couldn’t be opened. The informer must confess to never actually trying the door but
made the visual observation, while approaching The Loo then going on to find another
option further afield under a little bit of urgency.
“Well this would never do, a screwed shut loo” says another. “Where is that multitool?” We
have photographic evidence of a participant (who shall remain nameless) using the
multitool to allow access for fellow loo users. Had the words ‘Please Push” been painted
on the door the screws may well have stayed put. The bar was to keep the door blowing
open, it was an inward push door. I’m not sure if ‘Please Push” are appropriate words for a
loo door, so I guess natural selection comes in all forms as do IQ tests.
Sunday rising time was debated and a dawn start around 7am was settled on with all but
two of the eleven in the party, setting off up the snowy stream bed (South Branch of the
Swin). Impressive ice formations covered the river rocks making the few crossings
necessary, a little more ‘hop’ than ‘scotch’. Once the buttress of the ridge had been
climbed the keenest of snow ploughers took his position. Thanks Max.
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Max plugging steps – photo credit: Jonathan Carr
Crampons on, it became a case of follow the leader, up, up and up. (Up, up and away if
you are Max.) A sip of tea on the top, (thanks Eric) in perfect windless conditions, views to
everywhere and it was down again. It was a climb of around 4hours 50 minutes.
Back at the hut, it was eat, drink and pack, with the 9km march back to the car park
finishing just on dusk.
28 km and 1670 m total ascent. Eleven participants: Shaun Wong (leader), Barney
Stephenson, Bex Carpenter, Josh Johnson, Tom Hu, Jonathan Carr, Catherine McKie
(scribe. Sorry Natasha about The Loo), Natasha Sydorenko, Eric Skea, Max De Lacey and
Bryce Williamson.
4-5 August 2017

Mount Guinevere - EL 2042m
Great overnighter to Crow Hut via the Waimakariri River from Klondyke corner and a
summit of Mount Guinevere [EL 2042m].
Four eager trampers arrived on Friday afternoon with the balance during the night making
it to Crow hut just before 11pm.
Thanks to our leader Eric Skea and the rest of the crew for making it a fantastic
experience.
Some stats before the photos do the talking:
1. Friday, Walk in 11.7Km height gain 400m
2. Saturday, Crow Hut to summit and back – 7.8km with height gain of 1150m
3. Saturday, Walk out 11.7km – duration 2.5 hours
4. Total, 32Kms in under 24hours
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Looking across the snow basins towards Mt Guinevere – photo credit: Jonathan Carr

Looking along the Jellicoe Ridge towards Mt Rolleston – photo
credit: Jonathan Carr
Group: Andre Eger, Bett Koch, Eric Skea [leader], Jonathan Carr, Jonathan Tye, Laurent
Bestel [scribe], Nick Edwards, Yanike Sophie, Bernhard Parawa, Jovan Andric, Bill
Johnson.
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More about the CTC
Club Officers
President:

Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070 Overnight Trip
Andrew Tromans
Organiser:
Vice President: Shaun Wong
021 234 6847
Social
Secretary:
David Selway
03 326 3344
Kay Taylor
Convenor:
Natasha
Treasurer:
0223140684 Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa
Sydorenko
Editor:
Eric Skea
Club Captain: Alan Ross
384-6425
Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton
New Members
Joshua Johnson 0278865868
Rep:
IT Convenor:
Nick Edwards
Day Trip
Organiser:

Elizabeth Eadon

03 3764453

Access Officer: Ian Dunn

337-3925
03358-4580
337 3125
021 0247 5473
322-6196
0273656751
0212141907

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Steve Bruerton 322-6196 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids
under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear assigned to you is your responsibility;
please take care of it. Please make sure you
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the outside of your pack can be easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This may result in serious damage to your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not
used, and report any damage to the gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 21 September 2017 – Thanks.
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