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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
Porters Pass / Trig M – photo credit: electronically.
Jonathan Carr
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

Notices
New Members: Welcome to new members who have joined recently: Barney Stephenson,
Robert Leacock, Kim McDonald, Adrian Meier, Sujin Lim, Shana Dooley, Florian
Scharinger, John Kerkhofs, Mike Norriss, Shing-Jen Tsai, Angela Brown, Barry Watson,
Sarah McRae, Bill Mohs. We hope you have many enjoyable days out tramping with us!

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
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contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is
about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go
t o www.ctc.org.nz and click the Social Calendar link. A variety of social functions are
organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If you can give a
presentation or have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email
kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Cape Reinga – photo credit: Lynette Hartley
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Wednesday 26 July

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening: Newsletter Folding and a general catch-up at the club
rooms. The suggestion is we use newsletter night to have "lightning" talks: one or two
short talks showing photos from a (fairly) recent trip by a club member. This is designed
for members who just want to show a few photos of a recent trip in an informal way, after
newsletter folding. The evening’s topic will be sent to club members via email by Monday
night. Please contact me if you’d like to talk. (No speaker tonight as Bivouac are having
their annual Winter Avalanche Safety evening, and a number of members wish to go).
Saturday 29 July

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

Mt Oxford: Just up and Down. Ideal for an Easy Mod person to Grade: Moderate
push them selves
Closes: 27 Jul
Map:
BW22
Approx: $15
Weekend 29-30 July

Leader: Shaun Wong 021 234 6847

Double Hut and Mt Taylor Special: Double Hut and Mt Taylor
Special: We’ll leave Christchurch on Saturday morning then take a
leisurely walk into Double Hut along the Swinn River Track,
starting by Lake Hill carpark. We’ll establish camp at Double Hut,
enjoy the view and look for the rumoured Sir Edmond Hillary’s
graffiti in the character rustic muster hut with a wood burner
heater. On the following day the Mod/Hard group will make an
early start with light packs to Mt Taylor (2333m) with a vertical gain
of 1450 m. The easy group will take the track back past Isolated
Hill. Two separate car groups and a second leader (any
volunteers) would be ideal.
Sunday 30 July

Grade: Easy and
Mod/Hard
Closed: 20 Jul
Map:
BX19
Approx: $30

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
judychris@xnet.co.nz

TORTIS tour #18: beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be useful as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one , but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home
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Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 27 Jul
Map:
Approx: $20

Wednesday 2 August

Club Night

Citizen Science Kea Project: Tonight Mark Brabyn or another team member from the
"Citizen Science Kea Project" is coming to talk to us about their work to stop the on-going
decline of our unique, mischievous and highly intelligent mountain parrot. Topics will
cover monitoring kea numbers in the back country, and educating people about the kea".
Long Weekend 4-6 August

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001

Basic Snow craft course: Adrian will run Basic Snow Craft
Course this year. Course will cover the basics of walking on snow
& on ice, strapping on & walking in crampons, the basic uses of an
ice-axe including self-arrest, types of snow, terrain & avalanche
awareness, and more. We will stay in the club hut on Friday and
Saturday nights 4 & 5 August, returning home 7 pm Sunday 6
August. Come to a club meeting and put your name down early on
that list or you can contact the leader to book your place in the list
as numbers strictly limited and this course always fills up fast!!
This course is for club members only and $30 advance hut fees
deposit required.
Saturday 5 August

Grade: Training
Closes: 27 Jul
Map:
BV20
Approx: $40-$70

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Rakaia Gorge Walkway / Terrace Downs: This is a nice easy
trip, mainly following the cliffs and terraces above the gorge,
giving great views of the gorge and surrounding landscape. The
walkway starts in farmland, then enters areas of regenerating
bush. We will make a short detour to Terrace Downs for morning
tea and re join the walkway at the end where there is a good
viewpoint. A short loop takes us down to the Rakaia River itself
and we return the same way, passing the disused Snowdon
Coalmine.
Weekend 5-6 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Easy
Closes: 3 Aug
Map:
BX20
Approx: $30

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Mt Guinevere: A beautiful little peak in Arthurs Pass behind Crow Grade: ModHard
hut. Leave at a sociable hour on Saturday for a nice womble in to
(requires
the hut. Climb the peak on Sunday morning before walking out in
snow skills)
the afternoon. Plan B if only Saturday has good weather: leave Closes: 27 Jul
straight after work Friday night and walk in to Crow Hut in the
Map:
BV20
dark, then do the climb Saturday morning.
Approx: $20 + Hut
Fees
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Sunday 6 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Joshua Johnson

Skiing / Snowboarding - Mt Hutt (or altenative Club Field):
Day trip to Mt Hutt (or similar club field) for day of snowboarding or
downhill skiing. If you require lessons, you can be arrange them
through Mt Hutt. Early departure Sunday Morning (returning
Sunday evening).
Wednesday 9 August

Grade: Ski
Closes: 3 Aug
Map:
BX20
Approx: Contact
Leader
Club Night

Snow/Winter Training Evening: Tonight club member Adrian Busby, an active member
of Land SAR and a long time alpine skills instructor, is talking about equipment and safe
travel in the winter alpine environment. Come along for some timely revision of winter
equipment and essential skills.
Saturday 12 August
Departure point: Meeting Time: 8.30am "Z"
Carlton Corner or 9am Bridle Path Carpark

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Bridle Path/Whakaraupo Reserve/The Tors.: This trip will follow
the popular Bridle Path up to the Summit Road from where there
should be good views of Christchurch and Lyttelton Harbour. From
there, a track takes us through the Whakaraupo Reserve to
Lyttelton where we rejoin the Bridle Path back up to the Summit
Road. Along the Crater Rim Walkway to The Tors, across to
Castle Rock and back down the Bridle Path
Saturday 12 August

Grade: Easy
Closes: 10 Aug
Map:
BX24
Approx: $5

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545

Mt Temple: We start on the very friendly zig-zag path up to the
Temple Basin Ski area. Above ski club huts, the climb is a bit
steeper, leading to the final scree up to Temple Col (1774m) and
the ridge between Phipps and Blimit. From the Col we start the
final rocky scramble up to Mt Temple itself (1913m, a bit over
1000m up from the highway). From the summit you can have a
look at all the wonderful weekend tramping opportunities on the
other side . . . If this does not get you inspired, nothing will.
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Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 10 Aug
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Weekend 12-13 August
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453

Igloo and Snow Cave Experience: Learn to build and igloo or
snow cave and sleep in it! We’ll depart for Cheeseman Sat
morning and make a short (30-40min climb up to Elephant Holes.
After a quick lunch, we’ll work on our snowy overnight
accommodation. When finished, we’ll head down to Cheeseman
Lodge for dinner and a warm up. After spending the night in our
igloos or snow caves, we’ll head down in the morning and have
breakfast in the cafe. Options on Sun include skiing or climbing a
nearby peak.
Tuesday 15 August

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 3 Aug
Map:
K34
Approx: $40

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001

Trip Leaders Course - CMLC clubrooms: Are you already
leading CTC club trips or are you thinking about becoming a trip
leader or do you lead or organise private trips for your tramping
buddies? Well this is the course for you. It only takes an evening
and covers CTC trip leading procedures, leadership styles,
available club resources and equipment, risk management and
more. Put your name down on the list. Venue: CMLC Clubrooms,
7 pm - 9.30 pm approx.
Wednesday 16 August

Grade: Training
Closes: 10 Aug
Map:
Approx: None

Club Night

Denali/Mt McKinley, Alaska: Club member and mountaineer Bill Johnson is talking
about his recent trip to climb Denali. Bill bivvied at 19,600 m, just 700m below the summit
at 20,320 m. Although his gear was rated to -40° C, he says temperatures were around
-60° C and the extreme cold a real challenge to deal with. While summit day was
thwarted by the weather, Bill had a great trip and has some fantastic photos to show us.
Weekend 19-20 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925

Mt Greenlaw: Mt Greenlaw is the second highest peak in Arthurs
pass and sits in a fascinating area. The current plan is to leave on
Friday night. On Saturday we walk in to the upper Avoca river via
the Anti-Crow river and Gizeh col. Climb early Sunday and walk
out. Even if we cannot summit Greenlaw there is an abundance of
easier peaks we can knock off in the area. This trip will likely
involve some glacier travel so a harness will be required in
addition to ice axe, crampons and helmet.
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Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 10 Aug
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Sunday 20 August

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Bealey Spur: This is a very popular track through sheltering
beech forest to the snow line. Starting near the baches at Bealey
Spur, we go through beech forest and up to the charming old
musterers hut at 1240m. The ridge opens up in places to reveal
immense views over the Waimakariri River and to the mountains
beyond. There will most likely be snow around, especially in open
areas. Usual winter warm layers as well as gaiters and walking
pole. The hut is about a 450m climb from the cars and the return
trip is around 10kms.
Sunday 20 August

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 17 Aug
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Leader: Peter Coleman 03 335 0891

Red Peak: Red Peak (not to be confused with Red Hill) is a
significant summit (1853 m) on the Torlesse Range, just north-east
of The Gap. It gets its name from the up-tilted layer of red,
ultramafic rock that stains its flanks. Red Peak is slightly isolated
by the fact that it lies on the hard side of The Gap and orthogonal
to the Mt Torlesse-Junction-Back-Otarama Peak axis. On this trip
we’ll tackle it by ascending Mt Torlesse (1961 m) and then circling
around in an anticlockwise direction, over Junction Peak (1882 m)
to Red Peak and down the steep southern ridge into the upper
reaches of the Kowai River. About 22.4 km travel and ~1600 m
height gain. Ice axes and crampons will be required. Early start
7am.
Wednesday 23 August

Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 17 Aug
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Club Night

Dusky Sound Track, Fiordland National Park: Tonight club member Gort Stephan is
talking about tramping the Dusky Sound Track, which is located in the southern fiords of
Fiordland National Park. The track links Lakes’ Manapouri and Hauroko, is 3 seasons
only, 84 km one way, and takes between 8-10 days to complete. It crosses 3 major valley
systems with vast forested valleys, lots of river crossings, and 2 mountain ranges. It is
infamous for flooding, mud, swarms of sandflies, primeval forest and often wet and
challenging conditions. (And maybe the odd moose?). The DOC website grades it as
"Difficult" and suitable only for experienced and well-equipped trampers. A side trip can
be made to Supper Cove, named by Capt Cook in 1770. Come along and find out how
Gort fared on this remote but spectacular tramp!
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Weekend 26-27 August

Leader: Manpreet (Mani) Singh

Intermediate Snow craft course: Aug-Sep Date TBD: External
Instructor: Returning by popular demand, we will be running an
intermediate snow craft course. This is a great opportunity for
members who want to improve their alpine skills, learn proper
rope skills for glacier travel, crevasse rescue and how to safely
tackle steeper snow routes. Please note that there is an
approximate cost of $250 per person for the course on top of
travel and accommodation costs. This is not a beginner’s course you must be confident in using ice axe and crampons. The date
has not been confirmed with the instructor but if you are
interested, please contact the trip organiser asap - first in first
served. Last year this course filled quickly!
Sunday 27 August

Grade: Training
Closes: 17 Aug
Map:
Approx:

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-02322310

Mt Cloudsley: From Castle Hill Village up Long Spur to Mt Grade: ModHard
Cloudsley. If conditions are good there’s an opportunity to cross
(requires
the top to Mt Enys and bagging 4 peaks &gt;2000m with a long
snow skills)
loop back to Castle Hill Village or a car shuffle to reduce the Closes: 24 Aug
distance. Glorious views to Mt Olympus and across to Purple
Map:
BW20
peak.
Approx: $25
Sunday 27 August

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
judychris@xnet.co.nz

TORTIS tour #19: beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one , but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home
Wednesday 30 August

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 24 Aug
Map:
Approx: $20

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Night: Newsletter folding, Lightning talk and general catch-up as per
usual.
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Weekend 2-3 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Ski Touring - Somewhere...: The venue will most likely be Grade: Ski Touring
decided just prior to departure and will depend on snow and Closes: 24 Aug
weather conditions. This trip may possibly involve Mt Sibbald,
Map:
nothing in life is certain.
Approx: $unknown
Multi day trip 2-10 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bill Johnson Tom Hu 022 049
3453

Mt Taranaki and Mt Ruapehu Ascent: Tom and I sharing a rental
car from Wellington for a winter ascent of Taranaki via Syme hut.
We have room for 2 more in our rental car. Afterwards Tom will
attempt Mt Ruapehu or just Tiki tour around the Central Plateau.
Departing Jetstar Sat 2 September 7 am for Wellington. Returning
Jetstar Sunday 10 September 8.20 am from Wellington. You may
join us for part or all of the trip.
Saturday 9 September

Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 24 Aug
Map:
BJ29 BJ34
Approx: $unknown

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Hinewai Reserve/Otanerito Bay: Hinewai is a beautiful bird and
bush reserve on the eastern side of Banks Peninsula, accessed
from the Summit Road above Akaroa. The trip will start from the
carpark at the end of Lower Long Bay Road and follow the Valley
Track, then the Kereru Track up to Jules Knob (370m) from where
there are great views looking out over the reserve and Otanerito
Bay. Continuing along the Kereru Track, look forward to lunch at
the Visitor Centre. From there we follow West Track, and Beech
Terrace Track where there is a stand of red beech trees. Rejoin
the Valley Track, then the Beach Track through to Otanerito Bay
and back to the cars.
Weekend 9-10 September

Grade: Easy+
Closes: 7 Sep
Map:
BY25
Approx: $20

Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684

Mt Wakefield: Departing on Friday night, climb Saturday via the Grade: Hard
standard route. Either head back on Saturday night or cruise back Closes: 31 Aug
on Sunday
Map:
BX15
Approx:
$60+Campi
ng or Hut
Fee
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Saturday 16 September

Leader:

Mt Cotton: Located in Cottons Sheep Range at the northwest end
of Lake Coleridge is Mount Cotton (1470m). Ideal chance to
become familiar with those snow skills, newly acquired or
otherwise on an easy tramp. Height gain over 5Km is a kilometer,
starting out on farm tracks which will disappear under a covering
of snow. The rewarding view of the Coleridge basin second only to
the much more technical Mt. Oakden from this normally easy-mod
tramp reduced to an Easy Pace. Requires Snow Skills, axes &
crampons. Order from gear custodian clubnight 26 July Distance
10Km. Height gain 1000m
Weekend 16-17 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Easy/Mod
(Requires
Snow Skills)
Closes: 14 Sep
Map:
BW20
Approx: $20

Leader: Eric Skea

Mt Armstrong and Carrington Peak: Stay Friday night in
Arthur’s Pass. On Saturday, gain Waimakariri Col via the
Rolleston River, climb Mt Armstrong, and stay in Waimakariri Falls
Hut. On Sunday, either climb Carrington Peak or enjoy a lie-in,
then walk out to Klondyke Corner.
Long Weekend 22-24 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Hard
Closes: 7 Sep
Map:

BV20

Approx: $40 + hut
fee

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453

Almer Hut | Franz Josef Glacier: Over night trip to historic Almer Grade: Moderate
Hut overlooking the stunning Franz Josef Glacier. Well leave Fri
Hard
evening and stay at a backpackers or camp in Franz Josef. Sat
Challenge
morning we’ll helicopter up to Almer Hut. Options from there
plus Easier
include climbing St Mildred or Drummond peak (hard option) or
options
just hanging out at the hut and enjoying the view (easy option). Closes: 14 Sep
Other options depending on what the group wants.
Map:
BX16 BX15
Approx: Contact
Leader
Saturday 30 September

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
judychris@xnet.co.nz

TORTIS tour #20: beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring
your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one , but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home

− 10 −

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 28 Sep
Map:
Approx: $20

Weekend 30 September-1 October

Leader: Kay Taylor 03358-4580

Arthur’s Pass Base Camp: This is a relaxed weekend trip based
at Arthur’s Pass Hut. Flexible arrival either Friday night or any time
on Saturday. I’ll co-ordinate the pot luck dinner and transport. The
club hut will be pre-booked for club members. Easy day trips and
plenty of scope for other trips depending on
weather/interest/another leader. The Pot Luck tea is the social
high-light. Tramps to be arranged as per weather and interest. I
aim to lead two easy day trips. Suggestions are Otira Valley, and
Kelly tops. It would be good if we could have a leader for a harder
day trip onto the tops. Mt Te Kinga would be a good option for a
moderate day trip. Maximum 16 people. My contact details: 03
3584580 or 0221526158.
Sunday 1 October

Grade: Easy/Social
Closes: 27 Sep
Map:
BV20
Approx: $35 + hut
fees

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-02322310

Porters Pass - Rabbit Hill - Trig 1660 MacFarlane Stream
Circuit: Attempt 2: Interesting circuit south of Porters in the
Korowai Torlesse Tussocklands Park. This area is considered a
key site for the protection of high country landscapes and
ecosystems. The trip makes a 19km circuit with a long initial climb,
and a further climb at the end out of MacFarlane Stream, earning
its moderate hard grading.
Weekend 7-8 October

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 28 Sep
Map:
BW20
Approx: $15

Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684

Lake Man Biv, Doubtful Range: Meet at 7am. Drive to just past
the Engineers Camp on SH7. Ford the Boyle, Doubtful and
Kedron Rivers to Lake Man and the Doubtful Range (about 13km
with a height gain of 1000m). Enjoy the magnificent views of the
range. Camp next to Lake Man if the weather is good or next to/in
the bivouac if it’s not (space is limited around the biv). Return via
the the Doubtful tops (~13km).
Weekend 28-29 October
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 28 Sep
Map:
BU22
Approx: $30

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Casey Tarn and Pt 2140: Pt 2140 in the Birdwood Range may
not sound very special but this peak stands above all the
surrounding peaks and will give outstanding views out to the main
divide. Walk in via Triangle creek and camp at Casey tarn before
scrambling up the peak
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 19 Oct
Map:
BW20
Approx: $40

Brocken spectre on the East ridge of Mt Technical – photo credit: Elizabeth Eadon
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Trip Reports
24 June 2017

Chris McGimpsey "Urban tramping at its best"
Finding the source of the Avon: Urban tramping at its best following the source of the
Avon all the way to coffee & lunch at the Christchurch Farmers market at Riccarton Bush.

River Crossing
Curious to see what this is all about, never seen the source of the Avon, and urban
tramping at its best might be adventure in the making. Peruse map, wander down the Rd.
to have a look. Following this from spring to sea could have possibilities, maybe some
drain crawling, fence climbing, tearing trousers and skin on barbed wire, running away
from angry dogs, hiding and hoping not to be found….. So rocking up to find out might be
fun. Cold southerly and rain heading north, we met at Avonhead Park by pond and ducks
surrounded by flax – this must be the source or close to it? Quick briefing and instructions
about what to do when lost from our leader, the need to follow the 360 signs and how to
use watch to find north (can’t remember what to do for digital), and we were off. We
practised crossing the Avon and I learnt about a more sophisticated way to work out
whether or not to cross than my usual “is it deep, fast and wide, and are their big rocks in
it?” I noted three were carrying extra large and heavy packs and after half a km they
stopped and fished out tents, ropes and harnesses. Didn’t expect this! Tent erection and
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rope tricks, wish I brought my stove and coffee. Learnt some new knots and how to sleep
(or not) in a sand-fly and mossie-proof hammock. Wonder if it keeps snakes and ratty
things out? Glacier practice done, we headed onwards, past chip ‘n fish ‘n dairy, found
some bush, sun came out, learnt to use the lights to cross the Rd, and plod-plod,
Riccarton Farmers market. All sorts of tasty things and beverage choices, together with
good company. No drains, bites or torn skin, this could have potential? Source to sea,
with drains? Or maybe a more casual affair, breakfast stop, plod to morning coffee,
finishing with sunny lunch and wine somewhere pleasant? Can urban in Christchurch
deliver? Maybe. Chris (leader), Natasha and Shaun (rope and harness), Sujin, Shana,
Joyce, Miranda, Andrew, Nicky and Barney (scribe)
15 July 2017

Mt Thomas and a cup of tea
Four days of stormy weather and thoughts of deep snow and icy roads. Cancel Lake Man
trip to protect precious legs, later learn it’s been postponed, great news, hopefully can do
and will avoid snow ploughing when the time comes.
Mt Thomas a shorter but still interesting alternative. Brave the icy tar-seal, thanks road
guys for the grit. Boots on and freeze in the car park, relieved to be walking and getting
warm. Pine trees! Half way up, pine increasingly obscured by snow, deepens and
develops pie crusty top. We get our first view south. Awesome!!! Wonder how the other
team are enjoying Porters to Rabbit Hill, rumour has it the group has solid people who
plough trenches for those behind.

Lunch stop
We arrive at the top, to the boss killing an errant pine and end to end snow providing
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remoteness and obscuring Forrestdale Road. Tea stop, and Barry offers everyone these
really cool L&P choc biscuits – very yummy and didn’t say no to another (the last one).
Thanks Barry, and very helpful for the next bit!
Westwards along the ridge, skipping along on the beautiful crust…….until it broke. Ten
easy steps, fall, pull leg out of hole, repeat and keep going west towards peak 1043 for
lunch. Drop down into beach forest again, headed for the saddle, trees loaded and path
with sloppy covering and no crust, then up again towards the sunshine. Hey, it’s raining,
cold wet, and dropping snow bombs! Smart people stop and don rain jackets, I just get
wet, and we arrive back in the sun, just in time to avoid regretting laziness!
Back to the ten ‘n one routine, except holes now seem much deeper. Hang on – leader still
going and we are past 1043 – hey, we have to return the same way and this is hard work!
Sun now softening crust and its now five steps and fall over, knee high step up and
pushing and pulling to exit. Lunch spot, food, soup, coffee, rest, sun, pleasant chatter and
amazing views. Snow hard on the south face and amazing icicles hanging off the trees.
Take photos, pack up and head off.
Us smart people see the crust is stronger in shady bits, extending the fall in hole routine to
one in thirty. Party enthusiastically agree that the ridge track is the way to go, and back in
the beech forest we slither down, this time with rain coat and feeling warm and dryer. Mike
ahead scores a direct hit from above, expletives, wipe it off and then onwards to the
promised clearing and another view. It’s noted that the boss’s promised five minutes take
a long time. And finally, car park still freezing, de-boot, heat on full and off for a nice cup of
tea in Rangiora. Pats on the back to the party, great output – 11.5 km and 919 metres
climbing topped with a tasty walk on crispy ice covering a marshmallow centre. Allan
(boss), Barry, John, Mike, Monica, Rose and scribe.

End to end
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More about the CTC
Club Officers
President:

Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070 Overnight Trip
Andrew Tromans
Organiser:
Vice President: Shaun Wong
021 234 6847
Social
Secretary:
David Selway
03 326 3344
Kay Taylor
Convenor:
Natasha
Treasurer:
0223140684 Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa
Sydorenko
Editor:
Eric Skea
Club Captain: Alan Ross
384-6425
Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton
New Members
Joshua Johnson 0278865868
Rep:
IT Convenor:
Nick Edwards
Day Trip
Organiser:

Elizabeth Eadon

03 3764453

Access Officer: Ian Dunn

337-3925
03358-4580
337 3125
021 0247 5473
322-6196
0273656751
0212141907

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Steve Bruerton 322-6196 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids
under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear assigned to you is your responsibility;
please take care of it. Please make sure you
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the outside of your pack can be easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This may result in serious damage to your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not
used, and report any damage to the gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 24 August 2017 – Thanks.
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