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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
electronically.
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

Ascending Pito Peak – Photo Eric Skea

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening or
Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact
the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the club
website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the names
and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This will
greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
−1−

directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people start
with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved
ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd intersection.
Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go to
www.ctc.org.nz and click the Social Calendar link. A variety of social functions are organised,
the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If you can give a presentation or
have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please
note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start
at 8:10 pm sharp.
Long Weekend 2-4 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453

Able Tasman Cycle Challenge: Nelson Tasman cyclist’s favorite
roads have been linked together to create the Abel Tasman Cycle
Challenge event. At just under 160km the course will reward cyclists
with world-class views of Mountain Ranges, Rivers, Streams,
National Parks, Tidal Estuaries and Golden Sand Beaches. All
cyclists are welcome to enter the inaugural event and to discover
why this region is the true Centre of Cycling in New Zealand.
Golden weather, Golden scenery and Golden cycling roads,
welcome to the Abel Tasman Cycle Challenge. The size of the
cycling challenge is yours to choose. Create a team of four with
family, friends or workmates and compete in the relay. Pair up and
enjoy two stages apiece. Set yourself the ultimate goal of riding the
full course solo. There are category options to cater for riders of
every experience level. Race teams are behind you all the way
providing a safe and enjoyable on road Cycling Challenge. The the
course is level, but is listed as intermediate due to the length. You
don’t have to do the whole thing. I can take 4 passengers plus their
bikes and gear. Entry fee goes up to $149 if you enter after Nov
20th. More info here: http://www.atcc.nz/
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Grade: MTB
Intermediat
e
Closes: 24 Nov
Map:
Approx: $109 entry
fee + $60
car + 2
nights
campin

Saturday 3 December
Departure point: Contact leader

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Basic Navigation Course: Eric will run a two-part training course
which involves building the skills required to safely navigate through
bush environments along formed tracks. It covers essential aspects
of navigation, such as map reading and compass work. The first
part of 2-hour session on Friday night 25th November (7 pm to 9
pm) will include the theoretical stuff in which trip leader will give you
information about basic navigation, map reading, compass and
GPS. The second part is field work in which we’ll go out in the hills
and practice all aspects of navigation. You must attend the Friday
night session in order to be able to do the field work. You must also
put your name on the Trip list since this course fills rapidly.
Wednesday 7 December

Grade: Training
Closes: 1 Dec
Map:
Approx: $15

Club Night

Tramping (aka Backpacking) in Minnesota, USA: Tonight club member Josh Johnson
is going to show us some photos and videos of the hiking he did during his recent trip back
home to the USA, through Washington and in his home state of Minnesota. Come and
learn about some of the cultural aspects of Minnesota, as well as see some of the sights
that make it a beautiful place.
Thursday 8 December 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane

Leader: Warwick Dowling

CTC Hill Climb: Meet on the corner of Heybridge Lane. Need torch
and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. Wear boots or trail
running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking in the Mt Vernon
Park. This summer, we will accommodate all grades. Just turn up.
No trip list, no cost.
Saturday 10 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: All
Closes: No sign-up
Map:
Approx:

Leader: Mariusz Madry 021 046 0150

Mt Aicken: Departure from Caltex Russley. Mt Aicken (1859m) is a
commanding peak right behind Arthurs Pass township and is a
great tramp at any time of year. There is a good track through the
bush but the route up is steep with some loose rock as you exit the
bushline. Possibly loop via Dudley Knob.
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Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 8 Dec
Map:
Approx:

Saturday 10 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Pigeon Bay Walkway: We start on the shore at Pigeon Bay
Domain, then climb up to a 4WD track which takes you out to
Wakaroa Point from where you can see the full sweep of the
headlands around from Christchurch to the Kaikouras. Return the
same way, making around 15 kms in total. Pigeon Bay was settled
before Christchurch was founded, by the Hay and Sinclair families.
The Sinclairs gave their name to Mt Sinclair and, driving down
Pigeon Bay Road, you pass the Hay Scenic Reserve - small, but as
Mark Pickering comments, notable for having one of the last stands
of lowland podocarp forest left on the peninsula.
Weekend 10-11 December
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
8 Dec
BV25
$20

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125
judychris@xnet.co.nz

Bell Tea series #5: A great chance to climb 2 x tramper’s peaks in
one weekend at an easy pace, with a pot luck tea & sleep over at
the club hut on the Sat night. Depending on the weather we will
tackle both Avalanche & Karen peaks (official name Pt 1844) over
the weekend. This will give everyone excellent alpine views from
both sides of Arthurs Pass, plus a chance to scout out the route to
Mt O’Malley which will be visited in late summer. As with the earlier
Bell Tea trips both climbs will be run at an easy pace with a cup of
tea at the top to celebrate. If people are short of time they can join
us for a day trip on either the Sat or Sunday.
Weekend 10-11 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate
but at an
easy pace
Closes: 1 Dec
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25+$15
Hut Fee

Leader: Need a leader

Mt Sinclair | Rangitata Valley: A 2000m peak overlooking the Grade:
beautiful Rangitata Valley and Mespotamia Station.
Closes:
Map:
Approx:
Weekend 10-11 December 7am Departure
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Tomyu Hu 03 3433 887
tomyuhu@gmail.com

Mueller Tarns and Mt Mueller: Starting behind Maruia Spring
Hotel, we cross the Maruia River and head straight up the bush and
tussock tops for 1000 m to camp on the tops beside an alpine tarn
at around 1600 m. We should arrive at the campsite early afternoon
for time to relax and take in the views of the tops, soaking in the
West Coast sunshine! Sunday we traverse over Mt Mueller and
down an old track to the Marble Hill campground. Hopefully we will
have enough people on the trip to justify 2 cars which will allow a
car shuttle. Over two days this will be a pretty relaxed trip. If the
weather is not good enough for a two affair part or all of this trip may
be done as a day trip on the better of the two days over the
weekend.
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Moderate
1 Dec
BX18
$35

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
1 Dec
BT23
$40

Sunday 11 December
Departure point: Contact leader

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Craigieburn MTB: There is a growing MTB trail network at Grade: MTB
Cragieburn. We’ll start with the Hogs Back Track then depending Closes: 8 Dec
on the weather, the energy levels and how many pies we need to Map:
BW20
burn off, we can explore further
Approx: $20
Sunday 11 December
Departure point: Contact leader

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125

Helicopter Hill and Cave Stream: Walk up through the beech
forest and out onto the open tussock top of the Helicopter Hill
(1256m, about 400m height gain). Not quite as big as the main
Craigieburn range in the background, Helicopter Hill still gives
panoramic views of the Castle Hill Basin. Bonus trip to Cave Stream
the same day. Spare clothing & torches required.
Wednesday 14 December

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
8 Dec
BX18
$35

Club Night

End of Year Christmas Function: Put this date in your calendar, it’s the Annual Christmas
Get-Together and the last social function of the year. To be held at the club rooms, Warwick
will be opening the doors at 6.00pm and members are asked to bring a plate (with
something yummy to eat on it!), and liquid refreshments of their choice. A non-alcoholic
punch (of the liquid variety!) will be provided. Last year we had a great social night. More
details closer to the event.
Thursday 15 December 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane

Leader: Warwick Dowling

CTC Hill Climb: Meet on the corner of Heybridge Lane. Need torch
and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. Wear boots or trail
running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking in the Mt Vernon
Park. This summer, we will accommodate all grades. Just turn up.
No trip list, no cost.
Weekend 17-18 December
Departure point: Contact leader

Grade: All
Closes: No sign-up
Map:
Approx:

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125

Tarn Col: Leave from the Hawdon carpark to Walker Pass and on Grade: Moderate
to Tarn Col. Camping on Tarauhua Pass. There are various return Closes: 8 Dec
routes depending on weather and the group. Contact leader for Map:
BX18
more information.
Approx: $35
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Saturday 17 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hawdon Hut: The trip will start at the Hawdon Shelter in Arthurs
Pass National Park. Cross the Hawdon River and pick up the track
on the edge of the river terraces, following the Hawdon River
upstream through delightful glades and open river flats. The track
stays near the riverbed all the way so the total height gain is about
80m. Look forward to lunch at the spacious Hawdon Hut next to the
river with great views. Return the same way.
Sunday 18 December
Departure point: Contact leader

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
15 Dec
BV21
$25

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Norma: This is the fairly prominent 1722-m peak that can be seen
from SH7, on the true right of the Lewis River just north of its
confluence with the Nina river. A pleasant 1000-odd m climb over
Pt 1532 m takes us to the summit overlooking Lucretia Stream. The
track is a surprisingly good, firstly through moss-draped beech, then
open tussock leading to a rocky ridge. Be one of the relatively few
people to discover what a lovely tramp this is. We may have an
early start - make sure your name is on the list or you have
contacted the leader.
Multi day trip 26 December-3 January
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 15 Dec
Map:
Approx:

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453

Olivine Ice Plateau: The Olivine Ice Plateau is one of the most
remote and beautiful places in New Zealand and is a wonderful,
untouched alpine wilderness. We’ll leave from Christchurch Fri
evening and head toward Queenstown that evening and camp at
one of campgrounds there. Sat we’ll head to the start of the
Routeburn Track and then on towards the Forgotten River. The trip
schedule will be flexible from that point. We’ll be camping the entire
trip and glacier and alpine gear required. If you haven’t done a lot
of glacier travel, we can have training and practice on the trip so
don’t let that stop you. Double holidays on Dec 27th and Jan 3rd
mean we can do a 9 day trip with just 3 days of leave.
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Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 15 Dec
Map:
CA10
Approx: $60

Long Weekend 28-30 December
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: William King Co-leader: Erik
Skea 03 3578922 wchking@yahoo.co.nz

Barker Hut & Mt Murchison Glaciers: Three plus days 28-Dec to
30/31-Dec Barker Hut trip overnighting for two or three nights. The
objective is to climb Mt Murchison and to explore the Marmaduke
Dixon and Cahill Glaciers. Medium/Hard Grade. This trip is a
blowout for the week long trip over Terra Nova Pass to Mt Cook
village. Currently there are two spots left for this Terra Nova trip
planned for Jan-Feb 2017. All members are welcome to come and
explore this picturesque location with glaciers and great views from
the Hut. Intended departure date is 28-December or thereabouts
and is subject to weather and river levels. Bring along your
crampons, ice axe and snow skills.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Saturday 7 January

ModHard
15 Dec
BV19
$35

Leader:

Ashley Gorge: One of the top picnic spots in Canterbury and a fine Grade: Easy
place to explore. Beautiful gorge area. Leader wanted. Would be a Closes: 5 Jan
good family and dogs (on leads) outing
Map:
BW22
Approx:
Sunday 8 January
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Elizabeth Eadon 03 3764453
drelizabethmej@gmail.com

Pyramid: The Pyramid is the south-end summit of a sharp ridge
between the Hawdon River and Sudden Valley Stream. Its name
derives from the pyramidal profile that it presents when viewed from
the corner where SH73 meets the Waimak on the way to Arthurs
Pass. Starting from the Hawdon Shelter, we will cross the Hawdon
River and Sudden Valley Stream before climbing ~1000 m to the
summit. If conditions are suitable we can head (slightly east of)
north, along the ridge, with options of dropping down to either
Sudden Valley or the Hawdon. If conditions are not so pleasant we
can return more directly via a steep scree gut which leads to the
lower reaches of Sudden Valley. Wet feet are a certainty when
crossing the Hawdon, so it might pay to bring some sneaker or
robust sandals.
Wednesday 11 January

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
5 Jan
BV21
$25

Club Night

New Year catch Up Evening: A chance to have a catch-up natter about all the wonderful
trips that took place over the summer break. Bring some pics if you want to make everyone
else jealous and give us a preview of club talks for the coming months.
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Thursday 12 January 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane

Leader: Warwick Dowling

CTC Hill Climb: Meet on the corner of Heybridge Lane. Need torch
and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. Wear boots or trail
running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking in the Mt Vernon
Park. This summer, we will accommodate all grades. Just turn up.
No trip list, no cost.
Saturday 14 January
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: All
Closes: No sign-up
Map:
Approx:

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Hutt Forest Conservation area: Starting at the beautiful Awa
Awa Rata (Valley of the Rata) Reserve, we follow the Scotts
SaddleTrack to the ski field road through mixed forest and then sub
alpine herb and tussock tops - height gain around 600m. A short
walk up the Mt Hutt Skifield access road to Scotts Saddle from
where there are great views to Pudding Hill Stream, Mt Hutt Skifield
and Canterbury plains. Return the same way following the Ridge
Track above Pudding Hill Stream, then the Alder Track, making a
loop back to the Awa Awa Rata Reserve.
Weekend 14-15 January
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
12 Jan
BX20
$25

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125
judychris@xnet.co.nz

Griffin Creek - Rocky Creek circuit: A challenging weekend filled
with bush bashing, hill scrambling, old abandoned mine workings,
river bed travel, blue ducks & a cozy little hut on the Saturday night.
Travel will via the Harrington Creek track to point 974 before
decending into Griffin Creek via a steep & slippery spur. If the
weather permits there will be the option to check out the old
serpentine mine before dropping off point 974. Once in the Griffin
Creek bed the route is up the creek & through the blue duck
breeding area to the Griffin Creek hut. On the Sunday the route out
of Griffen Hut is up a side stream, over a low saddle before dropping
down to the Rocky Creek hut for lunch. The rest off the trip is down
Rocky Creek & sidling above the Taipo river bak to the road for a
45min walk back to the car. So overall the weekend will consist of
a total of 14 - 15 hours tramping, 854 metres of altitude gain, wet
feet & a good chance to work off your Xmas pudding.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
5 Jan
BV19
$35

Sunday 15 January – early start
Departure Point: Contact leader

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Mt Catherine: Mt Catherine is a superb peak overlooking Lake
Heron in the Taylor Range. We’ll access via a 4WD road and cross
the flats then ascend the west ridge, over Pt 1877 m - about 1300
m sustained climb, some of it fairly steep, tussock at first and then
rock - to get to the commanding summit of Mt Catherine (2085 m).
Check out the views of the Arrowsmiths in the distance and plan
your next adventure! With a good group we can make a loop by
descending the rocky slopes to the south over 2045, 2039 etc.
Mostly red sandstone, it’s bare, open and starkly beautiful - a good
achievement for a moderate tramper who is happy with a bit of
scrambling and a 24 km day (estimated up to around 9 hours). Early
start - makes sure you contact the leader
Thursday 19 January 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
12 Jan
BX19
$25

Leader: Warwick Dowling

CTC Hill Climb: Meet on the corner of Heybridge Lane. Need torch
and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. Wear boots or trail
running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking in the Mt Vernon
Park. This summer, we will accommodate all grades. Just turn up.
No trip list, no cost.
Saturday 21 January
Departure Point: Contact leader

Grade: All
Closes: No sign-up
Map:
Approx:

Leader: Alastair Brown 338-1324

Mt Ida: Mt Ida (1695m) is a good moderate trip up the Harper Road
in the lovely Lake Coleridge area. It is not too long and with about
1100m height gain, might be a nice option for fit easy-moderate
trampers stepping up to moderate trips. As an added attraction,
there’s a wonderful scree-run down and an opportunity for a swim
at the bottom if it’s a hot day. In pre-Greek myth, Ida is associated
with the Mother Goddess. In CTC myth, Ida was the location of the
famous vacuum cleaner trip (see what is possibly the shortest and
most laconic trip report ever, November 24, 1996).
Saturday 21 January early start 7.30 am
Departure Point: Contact leader

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 19 Jan
Map:
BW20
Approx:

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125
gerryparawa@hotmail.com

Mt Te Kinga: Te Kinga is a granitic block reaching just over 1200 m
above the south east shore of Lake Brunner (Moana). Its forest-clad
precipitous slopes look very imposing from the east, but this trip will
follow the ridge track from Cashmere Bay on the eastern shore of
Moana. The height gain is about 1100 m over about 8 km (one way).
On returning to the cars there is the possibility of an end-of-tramp
bonus swim. Note the early departure time.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
19 Jan
BU20
$35

Sunday 22 January
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Bob’s Biv: Bob’s Biv is a cute little hunting hut in the Mt Thomas
area, accessed from the Wooded Gully picnic area. We will
probably go up the Wooded Gully Track itself, through mountain
beech to the open ridge west of Mt Thomas itself (about 600 m
height gain). From there, we continue to follow the crest of the ridge
north west over points 1043, 953 and 1046 (about 300 m more
accumulated height gain), to a bush saddle and the biv itself
( officially called "Bob’s Camp Bivvy" by DOC). Return to the picnic
area via the Ridge Track. Expect a reasonably long day - 9 kms
each way.
Sunday 22 January 12.45 pm
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 19 Jan
Map:
BW23
Approx: $20

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

River Crossing Course: Undertaking a river crossing course is the
closest thing we have in the CTC to a compulsory training course.
In NZ, everyone heading to the hills, even easy day tramps, needs
to have good river crossing skills and more importantly, the skill to
decide not to cross! With a large number of our new members from
overseas where river crossing skills are almost entirely absent this
course is a ‘must do’ for these members. Get your name down on
the list as this course fills fast and places are liited. You need a bulky
weekend pack weighing at least 15 kg. You must be a current
member to come on the course. Course runs 1 pm – 4 pm.
Thursday 26 January 6.15 pm – 7.15 pm
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Lane

Grade: Training
Closes: 19 Jan
Map:
Approx: $10

Leader: Warwick Dowling

CTC Hill Climb: Meet on the corner of Heybridge Lane. Need torch
and small backpack, as it can be cool at times. Wear boots or trail
running shoes. The idea is 1 hour of brisk walking in the Mt Vernon
Park. This summer, we will accommodate all grades. Just turn up.
No trip list, no cost.
Saturday 28 January
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: All
Closes: No sign-up
Map:
Approx:

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Pompey’s Pillar /Red Bay/Shell Bay: Pompeys Pillar is a little
island just off the headland to the north of Otanerito Bay. From
there, this coastal tramp will go on to Red Bay (popular with seals),
a short bush bash over to Shell Bay ( opportunity for a swim). From
there, follow a track back to the cars. Expect a 5 hour day. Easy
travel on farmland and QE 2 covenanted reserves with a few ups
and downs.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
26 Jan
BY25
$20

Weekend 28-29 January
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684
n.sydorenko@hotmail.com

Zampa Tops | Lewis Pass: The Zampa tops are just north of the
Lewis Pass above the Cannibal Gorge. They are rolling tops
studded with tarns with many great camping sites and stunning
views of the Spenser mountains. The usual route is to climb up to
the tops from just below Henry Saddle then traverse the tops to find
a camp site. Side trips are possible for the keen and a round trip
can be made by returning via Ada Pass and the Cannibal Gorge or
via the Henry Valley and Henry Saddle.
Multi day trip 28 January-5 February (exact
dates will depend on weather/river flow)

Moderate
19 Jan
BT23
$40

Leader: William King Eric Skea, coleader 03 3578922
wchking@yahoo.co.nz

Terra Nova Pass to Mt Cook Village: An alpine tramp from
Mesopotamia, visiting the Neish ice plateau and the Murchison
Valley. With Mt Cook Village as the final destination to quench and
refuel. Proposed route Day 1) Drive from Christchurch; Havelock
River to Black Mountain Hut or Growler Hut Day 2) St Winifred’s
Hut via Havelock Valley Day 3) Godley glacier via Terra Nova Pass
Day 4) Neish plateau - sightseeing or climbing Day 5) Godley Hut
(by traversing true left of the valley at ~1600m) Day 6) Climb
Armadillo Saddle and camp with views over the Murchison Valley
Day 7) Liebig Hut Murchison Valley Day 8) Mt Cook Village via the
scenic boats on the Tasman glacier lake Return by Bus to
Christchurch the following day. We will also be running training trips
to lead up to this alpine tramp. This trip is limited to eight Trampers.
Glacier rope skills and good fitness required.
Sunday 5 February

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 19 Jan
Map:
BX16 BX17
Approx: $unknown

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Lyndon: Mt Lyndon overlooks Lake Lyndon just beyond Porters
Pass. Starting from the south western end of the lake at the Lodge,
we climb up to a ridge and follow that up to the summit at 1489m.
Great views of the surrounding area. The return trip will descend to
a low saddle and then follow a track back to the Lodge. 700m height
gain

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy Mod
2 Feb
BW21
$20

Trip Reports
19-20 November 2016

Top Hut / Pito Peak
Top Hut/Pito Peak 19/20 November 2016
Five trampers set off up the Cameron Valley on a blustery but sunny Saturday morning,
turning left before Highland Home to cross a low saddle to the South Branch of the
Ashburton. Top Hut, a 10-bunk 1956 musterers’ hut, was reached in good time.
− 11 −

The Ashburton Glacier – photo Eric Skea
The trip leader had been here before while working as a shepherd: his name is on the wall
together with those of a party of musterers from 1985. A very windy valley this, he recalled:
sheep were being blown backwards, and a horse was blown over and stood on his hand!
As the hut shook in the wind, some of the trampers opted for an afternoon nap. Before long,
Max, anxious that the younger trampers may be too soft to get anywhere near their objective,
roused the party to head up the valley in search of a campsite.
A flat spot in the tussock, sheltered from the Westerly and with views of Ashburton Glacier,
was found at BW18 369 928. After dinner, intense negotiations ensued on the vital issue of
what time to set the alarm clock. A private trip earlier in the year had found soft snow and
loose wet avalanches by mid-morning on the East-facing slope of the intended route. The
decidedly uncivilised time of 3 am was arrived at - allowing a 3.30 departure and 7.30
summit. All were in bed by 8 pm.
In the morning, the wind had dropped slightly, and moonlight allowed almost trouble-free
routefinding through tussock slopes to the basin at 1720m. From here, good cramponing up
straightforward snow slopes meant shortly after sunrise it was time for a break where the
slope slackens off around 2100m. Chunky avo debris, probably from two days earlier, was
fortunately frozen solid and not going anywhere. The small detail of which peak to climb was
debated, and the named Pito Peak (2401m) chosen over the nearby Pt 2419. Then came a
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climb up a steeper snow
slope to the ridge, where the
Westerly had abated enough
to allow a short walk along
the ridge to the top. All five
reached the top to be
rewarded with superb views
of Arrowsmith, the Cloudy
Peak Range and the Jollie
Range. Further West, grey
cloud boiled over the Main
Divide.
Around 9 am, it was time to
remove crampons again at
the basin, just as the wind
strengthened and the snow
started to soften. After
morning tea at the camp and
lunch at Top Hut, a
reasonably
brisk
pace
brought the party back to the
car around 3 pm, tired but in
good spirits. The weekend
was rounded off by a pint at
the Blue Pub in Methven and
a return to Christchurch at a
civilised hour.
Top of Pito Peak, Arrowsmith behind – photo Eric Skea

Bill King (leader), Ivo, Andre,
Max, Eric

22-23 October 2016

Intermediate
Alpine Skills
Course
Too early (for me) on a
Saturday morning we
set
off
from
Christchurch to Temple
Basin, our base camp
for the intermediate
alpine skills course until
the following Monday.
The plan was to meet
up at the goods lift by
0845, and behold, both
of our cars, our two
guides and the DOC
staff operating the
Rock anchors and abseiling – photo James Hopkins
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goods lift arrived within minutes. First success! After entrusting our wealth of snow and ice
gear to the slightly fragile looking lift, we walked up to the ski lodge in bright sunshine and,
yes, our gear was there already waiting for us! Again, success!
We started the course by a mix of eating lunch and hazard assessment around weather,
snow and topography in mountains. But to prevent some participants (at least me) from faceplanting onto the floor out of fatigue (see above), the theory was soon followed up by
practical exercises of using snow stakes and rock anchors for secure roping, and belay
device and prusik for safe abseiling. We all made it back in one piece for dinner! Success
once again!
After the very good dinner, everybody got their hands on ropes and carabiners to perfect
their skills in making useful climbing knots. There was much heated debate if tying a bowline
can be adequately described by a rabbit, a hole and a tree (certainly not useful for me, but
especially problematic if you are a particle physicist). But thanks to modern technology (yes,
there is an app for tying knots!) we all got there in the end. However, when people started
using the dinner tables as a rock anchors for testing the latest abseiling techniques, it was
definitely time to go to bed, but not before we played a game of cards where insulting each
other was the key to win (and I won! Success!)

Rope work – photo James Hopkins
For the next day we headed up to a basin just beneath Blimit to do some proper snow stuff:
identifying potential snow hazards, cramponing and self-arresting (and posing as
superheroes) was soon followed up by climbing up a steep slope towards the main ridgeline
by the means of pitching (a lot) and snow stakes. Upon reaching the ridge we all had some
late lunch, enjoyed the views in still good weather, and eventually made our way back down
to the basin. To finish the day we practised glacier travel, which culminated in the rather
exuberant simulation of crevasse emergencies. We all learnt that heavier people (no names
here, but can be supplied on request) shouldn’t rely too much on (a lot) less heavy people’s
potential to prevent them from falling into said crevasse when roped up together. But
learning equals success, right? After the two guides left us to our own devices that evening
at the ski lodge, we temporarily abandoned our growing mountaineering collegiality for a
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healthy dose of ruthless free-market capitalism by playing Monopoly (no idea who won, the
banks I suppose).
We spent Monday by putting our skills to the test and properly climbed Blimit under an
overcast sky with a strengthening northwesterley. We reached the ridge and then roped up
for practising ridge travel, weaving our way through the rocky mess of the ridge to the
summit. Although not a particular small summit area, we put much effort in taking each other
out with our snow shovels that were strapped to our packs and rather unwieldy (again, no
names since our Polish friend wants to remain anonymous). Back in the basin and as the
last course task, we did a highly sophisticated Easter Egg Hunt with avalanche
transreceivers and avalanche probes, introducing us to the complexities of avalanche
rescue under the oversight of the more experienced party members. At noon we went back
to the ski lodge, ate pizza for lunch and did some necessary housekeeping before we loaded
up the goods lift again for the journey downhill. In the meantime the bad weather had arrived
with snow flurries and some cold wind. To this day we are missing an avalanche probe.
Probably fallen out of the lift. Or carried away by a Kea. Fail at last!

Alpine Skills team – photo James Hopkins
We all learned a lot in this intermediate alpine skills course and enjoyed it thoroughly,
particularly thanks to Elliot for the excellent catering and, last but not least, our guides Dave
Alderson and Kem Johnson for teaching us crucial skills to make the most of our future
adventures in the mountains. A highly recommended course!
Party: Rachelle Binny, Nick Edwards, Andre Eger (reporter), Kayleigh Gilkes, James
Hopkins, Marius Madry, Ivo Rongen (leader)
13 November 2016

Bealey-Hut-Blind Spurs
It was lovely Sunday morning of November 13, when four adventurers decided to leave
Christchurch to go on yet another CTC trip. At that point, they did not suspect what kind of
challenge was awaiting them.
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But let’s start from the beginning. First surprise was the fact that Bryce (our leader), who
was supposed to spend his weekend in Arthur’s Pass, actually show up at the Caltex station.
He explained that the rain had scared him off. It was interesting news, especially since a
significant part of the trip was going to take place in Bruce Stream. But no one thought about
giving up -- and at 7:34 we left the garage heading east/north-east.
The trip to Sheffield was very normal. We stopped by the Pie Shop to find Max from Timaru,
who wanted to join us. The team never found out how Max got to know about new trip
departure time, even though, as everyone knows, CTC e-mails do not reach Timaru ...
We didn’t think about it for too long, and few minutes later all five were sitting comfortably in
the car that was heading to Bealey Spur Carpark. But before getting to our destination, the
team noticed that the tops were covered with fresh snow. It was a small surprise, because
earlier in the morning we were told by our leader that there would be no snow and that ice
axes or crampons should stay in the city (as it turned out, conditions were not good for snow
equipment).
Thanks to Steve’s driving skills we got to the carpark at 9am sharp. We were greeted by
Lara, a CTC prospective member from Hokitika. After quick introductions, everyone started
preparations with the goal of leaving the carpark before all the sand flies in the area came
to welcome us.
The first part of the climb was uneventful. With no problems we arrived at Bealey Hut, where
first break took place. On the way there, we all had a look into Bruce Stream valley to try to
find out what’s awaiting them. But let’s be honest - what can they see from that distance...
A few minutes later we were moving again. The terrain got rougher and the pace decreased.
We got to the snow, but luckily, the weather was not making life difficult for our trampers.
Bits of sun, bits of clouds, bits of rain/snow and a rather calm wind made the day quite
bearable.
Some time and few breaks later, on one of poorly made snow steps, I slipped and tried to
smash a rock using only my knee. The rock remained unperturbed. It was different for me - not only was I thunderstruck by the pain, but also remembered all the Polish curse words
that I don’t have a chance to use in New Zealand all that much. Happily that was JUST a
knee. I managed to walk it off and get through to the end of the day.
Around 2pm we got to Pt 1907, the highest point on our route, and took yet another lunch
break. As always, lunch was accompanied by admiring the views and conversations on
different topics, one of which was: where (and why) is it better to be during earthquake – in
a valley or on the tops? What made us talk about earthquakes just hours before the natural
disaster reached Kaikoura? Maybe sixth sense? Maybe it was the influence of a super-moon
that directed our thoughts this way? We will never know.
After we finally finished all our silly conversations, we realized that we were already way
behind schedule. With no more waiting, we start moving forward. Bryce led us along to the
ridge line and all the way to a right scree run that ended in Bruce Stream. It was the start of
wet part of this trip. The first three kilometres took the team about an hour, a very swift pace
for this conditions. After Power Stream joined Bruce Stream, the water got deeper and the
current stronger, and the squad clearly slowed down. In the front, Max and Steve started to
look for better ways through the bushes on the banks of the stream. They liked it so much,
that instead of going, as planned, through the gorge, they started climbing up very steep
slope to find the way around it. Unfortunately they did not find good way, so the team have
to climb even higher. And higher. Finally, after 30 minutes, we got high enough to see way
down – a very steep route, with many loose stones that rolled down to the stream with a
loud bang. This down-climb turned out to be last difficult part of the trip.
From that point Bruce Stream got wider and much easier to cross, so everyone went on to
the car park at their own pace. The first members get there at 9 pm and quickly start prepping
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for the drive back to the city. Lara went her own way, while the rest of the gang, sitting in the
car, was waiting for Warwick to pack his gear.
When we eventually departed it was already dark. A short stop in Sheffield to drop off Max,
and at 10:45PM we arrived to Chch, said good night to each other and went our separate
ways home. None of us suspected that shortly after falling asleep we will be awakened by
a huge earthquake...
Trip stats: 26.2 km, 1800 m total ascent over 11 hours 45 minutes.
Participants: Bryce Williamson (leader), Steve Bruerton, Warwick Dowling, Max de Lacey,
Lara Wilcocks, Mariusz Madry (scribe).

More about the CTC
Club Officers
President:

Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey

03 3589125

Secretary:

David Selway

03 326 3344

Treasurer:

Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684

Club Captain:

Alan Ross

384-6425

New Members
Chris McGimpsey
Rep:

03 3589125

Day Trip
Organiser:

03 3764453

Elizabeth Eadon

Overnight Trip
Organiser:

Bill Johnson

022 049 3453

Social
Convenor:

Kay Taylor

03358-4580

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa

337 3125

Editor:

027 520 6464

Karen Tait

Hut Convenor: Gareth Caves

027 882 5563

IT Convenor:

351-2344

Richard Lobb

Access Officer: Ian Dunn

0212141907

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real showers
and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back door. A great place
for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book and pay before leaving
town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00 (Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping
Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the particulars/code/reference fields. Phone
Gareth Caves 027 882 5563 for booking and key code; or if he’s away, Steve Bruerton 322 6196; or
if they’re both away, Rex Vink 3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 nonmember, $5 kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut
convenor, Gareth Caves.

Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of

Rates for Gear Hire:

equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club gear
assigned to you is your responsibility; please take
care of it. Please make sure you put tents inside
your pack. Tents attached to the outside of your
pack can be easily punctured when bush bashing
or even lost. This may result in serious damage to
your bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not used, and
report any damage to the gear custodian.

Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator
beacons

Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 19 January 2017 – Thanks.
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Photos from CTC Facebook page

Double hut trip – Photos Leah Wilton
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Mt Una trip – Photos Eric Skea
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Pito Peak trip – Photos Eric Skea
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