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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
electronically.
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.
At dusk – View Hill trip

News
The club would like to welcome new members Murray Gifford, Arthur Marsh, Rachael
Binny, Sven Lund, Rob Fergusson and Barbara Purcell. We look forward to seeing you out
in the hills soon!

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening or
Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact
the trip leader in advance.
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CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the club
website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the names
and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This will
greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people start
with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved
ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd intersection.
Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go to
www.ctc.org.nz and click the Social Calendar link. A variety of social functions are organised,
the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If you can give a presentation or
have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please
note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start
at 8:10 pm sharp.
Wednesday 27 July

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening: Enjoy an informal evening chatting whilst helping with the
monthly newsletter folding. Discuss up-coming tramps with the trip organizers and put your
name down for trips. If you wish to show some photo's of a recent trip the projector and
laptop are available for use.
Weekend 30-31 July 8am Departure
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Leah Wilton
godbothera@hotmail.com

Lake Daniell: This is a great walk for families with young children
or those people new to tramping. The track is a well formed bench
track that can also be completed as a day walk. From the shelter,
the track enters the trees and soon crosses the Maruia River over
a deep, narrow gorge called the Sluice Box. From the Sluice Box
the track continues up the Alfred River. The track passes through
splendid red beech forest until it reaches the lake edge and the
Manson Nicholls Memorial Hut (sleeps 24).
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
21 Jul
BT22
$40 + hut
fee

Sunday 31 July
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Bealey Spur to the Hut: Start by the baches at Bealey Spur and
climb up through sheltering beech forest. On the way to the
charming old musterers hut at around 1240m, the ridge opens up
in places to reveal immense views over the Waimakariri River and
to the mountains beyond. There could be snow in open areas so
bring warm clothing and a walking pole and gaiters may be useful.
The hut is about a 450m climb from the cars and the return trip,
around 10kms.
Sunday 31 July
Departure point: Contact leader

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
28 Jul
BV20
$25

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Mt Foweraker via Sudden Valley: From the Hawdon Shelter follow Grade: Moderate
the route to the Sudden Valley Shelter. 500m before we reach the
(requires
shelter climb the spur SW to Pt 1711. Follow the ridge to Foweraker
snow skills)
then descend via Pts1720 and 1158.
Closes: 28 Jul
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30
Sunday 31 July
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125
judychris@xnet.co.nz

TORTIS Tour #13: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. Bring your
normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of humour some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does involve some
bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if you have one ,
but it is not essential because they will be provided for the
navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at the Rangiora pub for
tea and a debrief on the way home NB the trip is limited to 4 x
people at a time.
Wednesday 3 August

Grade: Moderate
but at an
easy pace
Closes: 28 Jul
Map:
Approx:

Club Night

Ski Touring for Beginners: Ever thought there has to be an easier way to get through
deep snow than exhausting yourself taking turns plugging steps? Well, you aren't alone on
that. Come along and hear how ski touring works, what ski touring equipment looks like
and where you can go on ski touring in New Zealand. There will be photos of ski touring
from Murchison Hut, Mueller hut and closer to home. And maybe even photos from the
beginners ski touring day trip earlier this year..(snow dependent!). Come along tonight and
hear club member Lynette Hartley share her experiences and enthusiasm for ski touring.
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Long Weekend 5-7 August 7pm departure
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001

Basic Snow Craft Course 2: SNOW CRAFT COURSE: Adrian will
run Basic Snow Craft Course 2 this year. Course will cover the
basics of: walking on snow & on ice, strapping on & walking in
crampons, the basic uses of an ice-axe including self-arrest, types
of snow, terrain & avalanche awareness, and more. We will stay in
the club hut on Friday & Saturday nights 5 & 6 Aug, returning home
~ 7-8 pm Sunday 7 Aug. Come to a club meeting and put your name
on that list or you can contact the leader to book your place in the
list as numbers strictly limited and this course always fills up fast!!!
Saturday 6 August

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Training
28 Jul
BV20
Car $35 +
Hut fee $30
+ Gear hire

Leader: Elizabeth Eadon please contact
via email 03 3764453
drelizabethmej@gmail.com

Departure point: Contact leader

Travers-Trovatore: We drive to Deer Valley. From here we will take
Foleys Creek Track onto the tops and to Travers Peak (1724m)
From Travers we can descend a couple of hundred metres into a
tarn basin, up the other side and onto Trovatore (1737m). From
Trovatore we hope to head north-east along the ridge to pick up a
nice descent into a stream, mostly bum-sliding hopefully. That takes
us down to the Maruia River, with ~2.5km travel in the river bed,
and the latter part will be by torchlight. We can pick up the St James
Walkway in Cannibal Gorge and climb back up ~ 180m to the Lewis
Pass carpark. The Rolleston Pack track sets off south back to Deer
Valley. Total Height gain about 1360m. This is a classic Lewis winter
day trip, with lots of variety. There can be snow and sometimes ice
in the river bed - very pretty. Snow skills and ice axe and crampons
are a must. Long day. Early start - email leader.
Weekend 6-7 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate+
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 4 Aug
Map:
BT23
Approx: $35

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Igloo and Snow Cave Experience: Learn to build an igloo or snow
cave and sleep in it. We'll head to Mt Cheeseman Ski field and
clilmb 30-40mins to our site. We'll spend 3-4 hours doing snow
construction then come back down the to ski lodge for dinner. We'll
head back up afterwards with nearly a full moon to spend the night.
Breakfast back at the cafe and either return to Christchurch of
spend Sunday skiing. Depart 8am from Z Station.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
28 Jul
BW20
$25h+$28
dinner+$10
equipment
rental

Sunday 7 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Mt Princess: Mt Princess is a high peak (2126 m) north west of Grade: Moderate
Lake Tennyson and directly north of Maling Pass. Tucked into a
(requires
cirque on its southern slopes, and about 400 m below the summit,
snow skills)
is a large and spectacular tarn called Princess Bath.
Closes: 4 Aug
Map:
BT24
Approx: $40
Wednesday 10 August

Club Night

"Earth Sea Sky" - Fabrics and Layering Basics: Tonight we are fortunate to have David
Ellis of NZ outdoor clothing manufacturing company Earth Sea Sky talking to us. He will
cover a brief history of their well-known family-based company, one that started from David
leaving his old family business the iconic Fairydown. ESS design everything from casual
walking through to mountaineering and Antarctic clothing. They have supplied NZ Antarctic
personnel with their gear for the last 10 years. David will talk about the many different
fabrics on the market today, and how best to use them. He'll explain the basics of layering
to keep warm and how to avoid sweaty garments. His talk follows closely to that given to
LandSAR and the NZAC, so it will be very relevant to us (as sweaty trampers!). Come
along and find out more about the last specialized outdoor company still manufacturing in
NZ.
Saturday 13 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Lake Rubicon and beyond: Out west past Springfield. A pleasant
day hike that leads in over rolling farm land and on up the valley to
the little gem that is Lake Rubicon, nestled in the foothills of the
Torlesse Range. From there, we follow a track further up the valley
and have lunch by the Rubicon River. Follow the river, then a 4WD
track and a pleasant walk across farm land back to the cars.
Saturday 13 August
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
11 Aug
BW21
$15

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Mt Philistine: Leave 7 am from Caltex Russley. If weather or
conditions aren't suitable, we will attempt Hamilton Peak instead.
The Philistine bluffs have a bit of a reputation, but there is a good
route up through them, and after that there is more rock and
scrambling to Philistine summit (1967m) via Warnocks Bluff route.
Helmets will be compulsory on this trip, so let the leader know in
advance if you need to borrow one. Ice axe would be ideal; along
with knowledge of how to use them.
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Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 11 Aug
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30

Sunday 14 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Peter Eman 337-3003
petee@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Somers: Mt. Somers (1687m) is a mixture of bush and tops Grade: Moderate
travel. It provides great views into the headwaters of the Rangitata, Closes: 11 Aug
the Arrowsmiths and beyond. Ice axe, and probably crampons, Map:
BW19
required
Approx: $30
Wednesday 17 August

Club Night

Taking better Tramping Photo's 101: Club members Michel and Hilde are keen
photographers, and talked about their trip to Iceland last year. Michel is going to show us
how to use both cameras and smartphones to take better pictures. He'll also discuss photo
sharing apps. More details to follow.
Saturday 20 August
Departure point: Contact leader

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Big Ben: Start and finish on Lake Lyndon Road. Climb to Pt 1327, Grade: Moderate
continue along the ridge to Pt 1660, then to Big Ben. Back via Pt Closes: 18 Aug
1624 and Pt 1465.
Map:
Approx:
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Weekend 20-21 August Depart 7pm Friday.
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

Basic Snow Craft Course 3: This Is for those members who want
an introductory course in snow craft. This will be a practical course,
with a bit of theory mixed in. We will cover the basics of: walking on
snow & on ice, strapping on & walking in crampons, the basic uses
of an ice-axe including self-arrest, types of snow, terrain &
avalanche awareness, and more. We will stay in the club hut on
Friday & Saturday nights 19 & 20 Aug, returning home ~ 7-8 pm
Sunday 21 Aug. Like all CTC training courses, this is limited to
confirmed members only. Put your name down early, as places on
the course are limited. Be aware that you will need to bring tramping
boots that are designed for snow conditions and that are capable of
taking flexible 10 or 12 point crampons (12 preferred), as well as
snow-proof gaiters, waterproof pants and rain coat, and plenty of
warm clothing. Bring multiple hats, gloves, and include at least 1
pair of waterproof mittens/gloves, & sunglasses. Crampons and iceaxes can be hired from the gear custodian - please advise the
leader in good time if you need to hire them, as he will arrange the
bulk hire and transport of them on this occasion. ~ Cost = Hut fees
$30 + car $35 + gear hire. Course 1 had to be deferred until now
because of lack of snow, and has been re-numbered as Course 3.
We plan to spend 1 day at Temple Basin Ski Field, and another day
at Cheeseman Ski Field. Vehicles require chains, AWD or 4WD
options preferred.
Weekend 20-21 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Training
Closes: 11 Aug
Map:
Approx: $65 car and
hut fees
plus gear
hire

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925
atromans@gmail.com

Lake Christabel - Rough Creek: A really nice bush and open-tops
tramp with great views across the lake on the west coast. We will
probably head up Rough Creek on the first day and stay at Lake
Christabel Hut before having a much easier walk out through the
bush on Sunday. Either way there is about 700m of height gain and
ice axes may be required.
Weekend 20-21 August

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
11 Aug
BT22
$50

Leader: Need Trip Leader

Mt Somers Circuit: A lovely mixture of bush and open country
walking, staying at the large new(ish) Woolshed Creek hut for the
night. If there's enough interest we'll have a communal dinner or
perhaps just a potluck dessert -- tell the leader your preferences.
Approx 12km walking per day on well formed tracks.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy+
11 Aug
BX19
$30 + hut
fees

Sunday 21 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Kennedys Track/Mt Ada/Sign of the Bellbird.: The trip will start
at the Halswell Quarry Park and follow Kennedys Track up to the
Summit Road and up to Mt Ada (467m). Great views of the
surrounding area. Follow the Crater Rim Walkway and look forward
to lunch at the Sign of the Bellbird. The return trip will involve doing
a circular track in the Kennedys Bush Reserve and back to the cars
via Kennedys Track.
Sunday 21 August
Departure point: contact leader

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
18 Aug
BX24
$5

Leader: Elizabeth Eadon contact via
email please 03 3764453
drelizabethmej@gmail.com

Mt Oakden: Mt Oakden (1633m) is an interesting almost standalone peak between the Wilberforce and lovely Lake Coleridge.
We'll start from the head of Coleridge and head up somewhere on
the eastern side. It's a sustained and fairly steep clamber for about
1000m up for most of the way but once there you get to look out
over the foothills and the lake one side, and have a bird's eye view
of the Wilberforce which demonstrates what a classic braided river
looks like to the other. There are a variety of options for the way up
and down, making a great loop trip in the Canterbury foothills.
Hopefully we'll have some snow so bring your ice axe and
crampons. This trip could have an early start so make sure your
name's on the list or you have contacted the leader.
Wednesday 24 August

Grade: Moderate
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 18 Aug
Map:
BW20
Approx: $15

Club Night

Emergency Shelters: Tonight club and LandSAR member Adrian Busby will be talking
about emergency shelters. If you become unexpectedly caught out over-night, what can
you do to make an emergency shelter? An injury or weather conditions can also cause an
unplanned stop, often in inhospitable terrain. Sometimes a shelter is needed in order to
consult maps/gps, discuss a change of route, or simply to eat lunch out of the howling gale.
Having an emergency shelter in the mountains is essential, as it may save your life! Adrian
will be demonstrating some emergency kit items that you should know about, and are
easily carried such as the bothy bag survival shelters.
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Long Weekend 26-28 August Depart Fri
evening
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson
bill@billjohnson.nz

Igloo and Snow Cave II - Mueller Hut | Mt Cook Natl Park: Depart Grade: Moderate
Fri evening for Mt Cook Village and spend the night at one of the
(requires
club lodges and head up to Mueller Sat morning. We'll build our
snow skills)
snow shelters in the afternoon then have a pot luck in Mueller Hut Closes: 18 Aug
and warm up before spending the night in our igloos / snow caves. Map:
Approx:$60+Campin
g or Hut
Fee
Long Weekend 26-28 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Lynette Hartley 338-0922
nikau@clear.net.nz

Ski Touring Weekend: Either Rex Simpson Hut or the Cass Hut. Grade: Moderate+
Both these huts are private huts. Destination to be decided
(requires
depending on weather, snow and hut availability.
snow skills)
Closes: 18 Aug
Map:
Approx:
Weekend 27-28 August

Leader: Need Trip Leader

Carlyle Hut | Near Hanmer Springs: An interesting tramp up a low
level bush valley on the south side of the Poplars Range between
the upper Waiau River and the upper Boyle River. It'll take us about
five hours to get to the Carlyle Hut, which will be our base. Sunday
morning we can climb Horseshoe Hill or explore the upper valley
(depending on the weather).
Sunday 28 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
18 Aug
M32
$30

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Curry Track/Ellangowan Reserve/Takamatua Valley: The trip will
start part way up Long Bay Road from where we go up Curry Track
through the Purple Peak/Curry Reserve, over Browntop Saddle
(610m) and down to the end of Brocheries Road. Good views of
Hinewai Reserve and Otanerito Bay. From there, up to the
Cabstand, Hickory Bay Road and explore the Ellangowan Reserve.
A short walk along the Summit Road and then down to the
Takamatua Valley via an old stock route (Old Le Bons Track)
Around 400m height gain and a car shuffle will be required.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
25 Aug
BY25
$20

Sunday 28 August

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125
judychris@xnet.co.nz

Tortis Tours #14: A chance to learn and practise some basic bush
craft skills and survival tips, in case you ever get "misplaced" on a
tramping trip. Due to popular demand this will be similar to the
earlier TORTIS tours run late last year. This is a interesting way for
new trampers to learn and refine the simple skills of route finding,
building a shelter, lighting a fire, what to do if the trip leader is lost
etc. Bring your normal day backpack, a big lunch and a sense of
humour, because everything else required for the course will be
provided. Each trip is restricted to a max of four people.

Grade: Moderate easy pace
Closes: 25 Aug
Map:
Approx:

Wednesday 31 August

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening: Enjoy an informal evening chatting whilst helping with the
monthly newsletter folding. Discuss up-coming tramps with the trip organizers and put your
name down for trips. If you wish to show some photo's of a recent trip the projector and
laptop are available for use.
Saturday 3 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Mariusz Madry 021 046 0150
marius.madry@gmail.com

Dome: 8am start from Caltex Russley. We will drive on West Coast
Road and stop somewhere close to Greyneys Shelter. We'll cross
the Bealey River and head up over points 1484, 1759 and 1920 to
Dome (1945). If time and snow conditions allow, we'll drop down to
Edwards Hut Track to complete a circle. Ice axe and crampons
required.
Weekend 10-11 September
Departure point: Contact leader

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
1 Sep
BV20
$35

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925
atromans@gmail.com

Lake Stream | Springs Junction - Lewis Pass: Lake Stream
(Easy Mod) Womble up the forested Lake stream track to the hut in
the Victoria Ranges. The following day we can take a nice walk up
valley to a beautiful tarn before returning the same way we came in
(Easy). Alternately we can gain the eastern ridge and return via the
Klondyke track (Moderate).
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
1 Sep
BT22
$45

Long Weekend 22-24 October
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Ivo Rongen
rongen.ivo@gmail.com

Intermediate Alpine Skills Course: - External Instructor:
Returning by popular demand, we will be running an intermediate
snow craft course. This is a great opportunity for members who
want to improve their alpine skills, learn proper rope skills for glacier
travel, crevasse rescue and how to safely tackle steeper snow
routes. Please note that there is an approximate cost of $250 per
person for the course on top of travel and accommodation costs.
This is not a beginner's course - you must be confident using iceaxe and crampons. The date has not been confirmed with the
instructor but if you are interested, please contact the trip organiser
asap - first in first served. Last year this course filled quickly!

Grade:
Closes: 13 Oct
Map:
Approx: $250

Trip Reports
3 July 2016

View Hill - Little Akaloa, Banks Peninsula
It was a stunning day for
20 avid CTC members to
take
on
an
easy
moderate tramp that
truly lived up to it's name
"View Hill." Situated up
Little Akaloa on the
Banks Peninsula, it
offered views out to
Christchurch and on this
clear day, all the way to
the Seaward Kaikouras
and Mt Manakau. With
Group enjoying the sun on View Hill
the unseasonably warm,
sunny day it was only a matter of time before Alan was shirtless and everyone else was
removing layers We made good time up the hill then had a nice stop for lunch at an old,
abandoned farm house. We summited about 1pm and everyone was thinking it was going
to be an early day. After a little discussion everyone agreed we would head around to West
View Hill and make another little peak in between. This is where the trip started to turn
moderate with some bush bashing, fence climbing and scrambling. It then turned to
scrambling and bush bashing, then scrambling with bush bashing and exposure all rolled
together. Some opted for more reasonable detours and in the end most of the crew
summited. By this time, we knew we were in for a long return trip and we decided send
some members ahead to bring the cars back to meet the others and cut some head torch,
night tramping out. So with that, Alan, Ivo, Bill, Warwick and Jeff headed out at a good
clip. There was a steep gully down to descend then a couple of hundred metre climb, a
large herd of cows and couple of friendly goats to navigate on the way back. After reaching
− 11 −

a paved road we found that there were still a number of valleys and switch backs. It was
looking like the advance party was going to be running out of daylight so handing his pack
to Alan, Ivo volunteered to run the last 5km back to the cars. It worked out that the advance
party met up with the other members just about the time they arrived at the paved road and
just a little before dusk. Not a single head torch had to be lit. A quick pit stop at Hilltop to
divvy up gas money, get a quick beer or pizza and we are all headed back to Christchurch
after a challenging but very satisfying day out with CTC.
9th July 2016

Mt Torlesse to Red Peak

Multi-national trampers en route to Torlesse
Todays trip participants countries of birth consisted of David (UK), Marius (Poland), Paul
(USA), Kim (Australia), Elizabeth (Wales), Richard (UK), and Max (Mainland NZ).
Max, totally unfazed by being outnumbered by non-Kiwis six to one forced the early pace up
Mt Torlesse…(also the later pace and the bit in between).
Mt Torlesse came and went and soon we were fast ascending the ridge to Red Peak on a
perfect winters day.
Feeling pleased at how our day was going I proclaimed the Roman saying “Veni, Vidi, Vici”
to Marius….. “We came, we saw, we conquered”.
How do you say that in Polish Marius?
Przybylem, Zobaczylem, Zwyciezylem he responded.
I filed this away for future small talk and at 4.15pm we arrived on Red Peaks’ summit.
The view to the Craigieburn range to the right was brightly lit with the fast dying sun while
our descent into the Kowhai valley was a monochrome of dark shadows.
Down we went and a hour later we were donning head torches and trudging our way towards
the Kowai river where I managed to fall backwards into the only gorse bush on the whole
trip.
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Eventually we bumped into Paul (who had turned around earlier) and Honora and Frank
who were living up to their reputation by tramping in to Kowai hut in the dark while we were
walking out.
At 7pm we arrived at the cars.
Another successful day, thanks Dave for the nocturnal finish. No glowworms or moreporks
spotted but at least you gave us the opportunity!
-Scribe Richard Kimberley
19th June 2016

Big Mt Peel, well sort of.
And so with Elizabeths’ Travers
Travatore trip cancelled owing to a
poor forecast 11 keen trampers
headed to Mt Peel in South
Canterbury for an assault via Deer
ridge.
Unlike North America very few NZ
trampers have to be wary of wild
animals these days.
Trampers with the club may have
had this problem in the past (maybe
with the Haast eagle) but I don’t
think the clubs records go back that
far to tell us.
Richard, Warwick and friends on little Mt Peel
This is a bit of a shame…for a start
it would provide trip leaders with a ready explanation should they lose a trip participant not
to mention all the colourful gory photo opportunities.
Trip leader Bert reports, “We would have made the top of Kennedys Bush but Frank got
taken and decapitated by a Puma that leapt from an overhanging Pittosporum.
Talking to the proprietor of the Panther arms on this trip (formerly the Mayfield tavern) I was
informed that Panthers (or at least overgrown wild cats) had been sighted here (in the
district, not actually in the bar) for the last 18 years by many different farmers and as recently
as 12 months ago.
File comment, “Indeed on a trip up Mt Peel two years ago with two fellow CTC members we
had spotted a large black cat stalking a herd of deer from a bluff above them”. See Editor
for further details.
With this in mind we set out at 9.30 that morning to our goal..Big Mt Peel….dah dah dah da
daaaah!
It was a dark and stormy morning.
We left the cars and headed up a good track through interesting native bush.
Lots of Five finger, broadleaf, the odd bit of fuchsia and then a bit of southern rata.
Eventually the bushline was reached where we saw the usual suspects; dracophyllum and
tussock etc. Etc means all the ones I can’t identify.
It started off wet….and got wetter.
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When we arrived at the Mt Peel low peak shelter we all sheltered.
Then like all good tramping parties should, we made a decision.
We weren’t going any further considering what the weather was dishing up.
And so it was down to the car. The panthers would have to wait another day.
Good to get that 1000mtrs of height gain in though.
Thanks trip leader Elizabeth!
-Scribe Richard Kimberley
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Treasurer:

Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684

Editor:

027 520 6464

Club Captain:

Alan Ross

Hut Convenor: Gareth Caves

027 882 5563

IT Convenor:

351-2344

384-6425

New Members
Chris McGimpsey
Rep:

03 3589125

Day Trip
Organiser:

03 3764453

Elizabeth Eadon

Karen Tait
Richard Lobb

Access Officer: Ian Dunn

021 214 1907

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book
and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Gareth Caves 027 882 5563 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Steve Bruerton 322 6196; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink 3525329.
Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids under 12. If you
find any problems or maintenance required, please contact the hut convenor, Gareth Caves.
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Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear assigned to you is your responsibility;
please take care of it. Please make sure you
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the outside of your pack can be easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This may result in serious damage to your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not used,
and report any damage to the gear custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 21 July 2016 – Thanks.

Frozen Kowai Valley – Torlesse Red Peak trip
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View back down Kowai valley – Torlesse Red Peak trip
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