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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or
associate, with a $5 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
electronically.
Snack stop on Godley Peak

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening or
Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact
the trip leader in advance.
CTC trip change notifications: For very late changes to a trip, typically after you have left
the trip list at the departure point, you can leave a notification of the details of the trip change
on the CTC web site merely by sending a special text message from your mobile phone.
The message is for SAR purposes, and ends up in the members only area of the web site.
Procedure for leaving text message: Store this phone number +27 79 454 4321 on your
mobile phone, with a contact name such as "CTC TRIP CHANGE". The text messages must
start with CTC or TRIP, as the text number is shared with other organisations - this is the
filter for us. You can also post notifications via the CTC web site: log in
to www.ctc.org.nz and select the "Notify trip change" entry in the Members menu. You can
view recent notifications via that page too.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the club
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website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the names
and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This will
greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people start
with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved
ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd intersection.
Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go to
www.ctc.org.nz and click the Social Calendar link. A variety of social functions are organised,
the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If you can give a presentation or
have ideas, please phone Kay Taylor 03-3584580 or email kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please
note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start
at 8:10 pm sharp.
Wednesday 25 November

Club Night

Newsletter Folding and Trip Planning: Come along, chat, help with folding club
newsletters and have the opportunity to help plan tramps. Bring your muscles, maps and
ideas! There'll be a laptop and projector available to informally show slides from recent
club or private trips too. Start the evening at the nearby The Roxx Climbing Centre. Meet
about 5.30, find a CTC buddy and climb till 7.30pm. We get industry prices, just show your
CTC membership card.
Thursday 26 November
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce

Leader: Warwick Dowling
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY.
Saturday 28 November

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 8 Oct
Map:
Approx: Free

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Black Serpent (1837m) by Molesworth: This trip is not published
in the newsletter. Bernhard will take you on the Tophouse Road,
from Hanmer way, & you will disembark before Lake Tennyson.
Height gain ~ 900m. River crossing involved (Clarence River). Talk
to Bernhard about this trip.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
26 Nov
BT24
$30

Saturday 28 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Middle Rock - Conical Hill: Enjoy afternoon tea with an easy day
tramp on the Rakaia River terraces. In this variation, we lunch on
top of Conical Hill (Dry Acheron Walkway), reached from Middle
Rock Station. Easy social tramp, generally on well maintained farm
tracks. Great views of the Alps, Mt Hutt Range and Lake Coleridge.
Afternoon tea ($10), provided at Middle Rock Station by the hosts.
More at www.middlerock.co.nz. Time: 4 hours + afternoon tea.
Height gain 400 m.
Weekend 28-29 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy/Social
Closes: 26 Nov
Map:
BX20
BW20
Approx: $20 + $10

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Lake Sumner / Jollie Brook Loop: Lake Sumner and Jollie Brook
loop, a great scenic tramp close to Christchurch that is well worth
trying. Meet at Z station in the morning and drive to the start of the
track off Lake Sumner Rd, Travel along the Hurunui River till Gabriel
Hut and setup camp there. This will give you a good opportunity to
explore Lake Sumner and the surroundign mountains. The
follwoing day, track along the Jollie Brook track back to the start of
the trail.
Sunday 29 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy Mod
Closes: 19 Nov
Map:
BU23 BV23
Approx:

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Black Rock, 1714m, Puketeraki Range: This peak is above the
northern part of the Lees Valley, and will probably be approached
from the Hawarden (east) side. Bryce may have in mind a loop,
following a stream out, so see him for details. This is possibly a new
trip for the club, or at least rarely visited by the CTC, so come along
and celebrate it with Bryce. Height gain ~1100m.
Wednesday 2 December

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
26 Nov
BV22 BV23
$15

Club Night

Cycle Touring in Samoa: Tonight Sue Pearson is talking on her recent cycle touring
holiday in Samoa. Details to follow.
Thursday 3 December
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce

Leader: Warwick Dowling
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes:
Map:
Approx: Free

Saturday 5 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Banks peninsula - Okana Valley: Bruce spotted this one from the
CTC Prices Valley Tramp back in June. Opposite the Packhorse
track in Kaituna Valley is the Okana Stream with some bush and
about 500m height gain. It's on, off track with a few animal tracks
for good measure. Looping down a farm track after lunching on the
top (~500m) with views out over Lake Ellesmere, the southern
plains, Kaituna Valley and more. Time: 4-5hrs Height Gain: ~500m.
Saturday 5 December
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
3 Dec
BX24
$10

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Mt Aicken: Mt Aicken (1859m) is a commanding peak right behind
Arthurs Pass township and is a great tramp at any time of year.
There is a good track through the bush but the route up is steep
with some loose rock as you exit the bushline. David will probably
go for a loop via Dudley Knob to meet the Mingha Track. Views of
the best of the Pass from the top.
Sunday 6 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
3 Dec
BV20
$30

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Adderley Head: This sunswept head is on the south side (the far Grade: Easy
side from CHCH) of the Lyttleton Harbour entrance. Which way will Closes: 3 Dec
Bruce approach from? Via Camp Bay Road, or from Port Levy? Map:
BX24
About 12km of walking, with up to 300-400m of height gain.
Approx: $15
Sunday 6 December 7:30am start
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Gabriel Hut/Lake Sumner: The cute little Gabriel Hut is reached
from a track starting at the Sisters Stream on the Lake Sumner
Road. From the swing bridge crossing the Hurunui River, the track
traverses a series of ancient river terraces, making it an easy walk
to the hut with little height gain. From the hut, there is the option of
a short walk to Lake Sumner. Return the same way. Note the earlier
start time of 7:30 am.
Wednesday 9 December

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
3 Dec
BU23
$25

Club Night

Travelling in Cambodia: Tonight Rex and Greta Vink are going to talk about their recent
trip to Cambodia. A talk description to follow.
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Thursday 10 December
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce

Leader: Warwick Dowling
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY.
Saturday 12 December

Grade: Moderate
Closes:
Map:
Approx: Free

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hawdon Hut: This trip will start at the Hawdon Shelter in Arthurs
Pass National Park. Cross the Hawdon River and pick up the track
on the edge of the river terraces, following the Hawdon River
upstream through delightful glades and open river flats. The track
stays near the river bed all the way so the total height gain is about
80m. Look forward to lunch at the spacious Hawdon Hut next to the
river with great views and return the same way.
Saturday 12 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
10 Dec
BV21
$25

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Lees Valley - Okuku (1143m): Located overlooking Lees Valley,
north of Mounts Grey, Thomas and Keretu this named top is the last
remaining top to be bagged. Starting at Okuku Hills Station in Lees
Valley we follow a farm track pretty much to the top then along the
ridge to Okuku* and a well earned scenic lunch. Return is via
Pigeon Bush, cooler tramping, then down to the cars. * Time
permitting we may continue along to rece The Okuku Gorge,
another summer splosh comming up. Great views. Time: 4 - 5 hrs.
Height: 1143 m depending on route. YOU MUST BE BOOKED IN
BY CLOSING DATE 4 DEC - Access requirement.
Saturday 12 December 7am start
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade: Easy
4 Dec - special
access
requirement
Map:
BV23
Approx: $25

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Mt Wilson: Mt Wilson (2035m) and Mt Scott (2009m) are part of
the Polar Range (yes, named after the Antarctic explorers) between
Sudden Valley and the East Edwards. Ascent options are to go up
the south-east ridge of Wilson from Sudden Valley via a steep gully
upstream from Sudden Valley Biv, or to go up (also steeply) from
the head of Sudden Valley. The guidebooks say grade 1+ . Also or,
go in from the Edwards. There may be snow remnants about.
Please check with the leader about your skills for this trip and note
that there will be an early start.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Mod/Hard
10 Dec
BV20 BV21
$30

Weekend 12-13 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Shaun Wong 021 234 6847
shaunwong@mail.com

Mt Bowen via Mikonui Spur: Drive to Arthur's Pass on Friday
evening at 6.30pm from Z Station and stay at the club's hut for the
night. On Saturday morning, head to the start of the trail off Totara
Valley Road via Hokitika, on reef creek trail, to Mikonui Spur Route
and finished the day at Mikonui Spur Biv. On Sunday morning, it
would be an early start to the top of Mt Bowen (1985m) with a light
daypack and back down to the biv and out to Hokitika.
Sunday 13 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Mod/Hard
3 Dec
BV18
$40 + hut
fee

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Banks Peninsula - Adderley Head: Starting at Camp Bay
following the coast line along the bluffs then dropping down to Little
Port Cooper. Continuing along the track to the Ship Signal Station
(~pt.184) on the head for lunch. Views that complement Godley
Head across the other side of the Harbour providing a perfect place
for lunch. Time 4 - 5hrs. Height: 300m
Sunday 13 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
10 Dec
BX24
$15 +
donation to
Red Cross

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Hilltop to Little River: Starting at Hilltop at 510m, I am guessing
that Bernhard will take a clockwise route along the ridge tops,
passing near/over French Hill, and eventually descending to Little
River via Breightmeyers Road, Come along and be enchanted by
the scenery (includes views over Lake Forsyth to the sea and views
into Akaroa Harbour), and by what Bernhard says & does as he
weaves his way through the tapestry of the landscape.
Wednesday 16 December

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 10 Dec
Map:
BX24 BX25
BY24
Approx: $15

Club Night

End of Year Breakup: But never fear, we're not really breaking up, honest. Not for good
anyway. This is the annual potluck dinner and the final social event for the year, formerly
known as "The Plate and Crate." . The doors open at 6.00pm and eating begins at 6:30pm.
Bring plenty of food to share and your own liquid refreshment. This is a great social night
to catch up with friends as well as club members who do not usually come to club nights.
To make it more exciting, we've had the bright idea of asking you to bring funny photos (on
a tramping theme, of course), on a USB stick. Your social co-convener can think of one
already, featuring a previous Club Captain.... Hopefully I will win the Mystery Prize that will
be awarded for the best photo! Venue: the usual club meeting room (Canterbury Mineral
and Lapidary Club rooms, 110 Waltham Rd, Waltham).
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Thursday 17 December
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce

Leader: Warwick Dowling
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY.
Saturday 19 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate
Closes:
Map:
Approx: Free

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Lake Rubicon: Out west past Springfield. A pleasant day hike that
leads in over rolling farm land and on up the valley to the little gem
that is Lake Rubicon nestled in the foothills of Mt Torlesse. A perfect
place for lunch. Further exploring may be possible up the valley.
Kids OK. Height: 580m Time: 4-5Hrs
Sunday 20 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/family
17 Dec
BW21
$15

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

River Exploring - Gary River: An easy water tramp down the Gary
River's Gorge. Wet feet and lots of opportunities to get wet. Bring
extra cloths to leave at cars. Dry bags recommended. Talk to leader
for more ideas and information on keeping gear dry. River skills not
needed.
Sunday 27 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
17 Dec
BW23
$15

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Coastal Exploring - Tiromoana: A DOC Tramp with Bruce's
tweak. From Car Park travel along DOC Walkway across the
wetlands, to lunch on Mount Ella (346m). Now for Bruce's variation,
returning along Mackintosh Bay then up the bushy cool Dovedale
Stream Gorge exiting at the Waterfall back to the cars. (Stream is
off track & usually dry feet!). Accompanied Kids OK. Spectacular
views of Pegasus Bay, Tiromoana Reserve's Wetlands &
Mackintosh Bay. Time: 4 - 5hrs Height: 384m. More downhill than
uphill and no scratchy things.
Monday 28 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy - Kids
24 Dec
BV24 BV25
$15 + $1
donation

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Banks Peninsula - Packhorse Hut: Steady climb to Packhorse Grade: Easy/family
Hut for lunch. Optional climb to top of the Dykes. Wonderful harbour Closes: 24 Dec
views. Suitable for accompanied Kids but contact leader first. Kids Map:
BX24
& Buggies OK. Time : 4 - 5hrs
Approx: $10
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Long Weekend 28-31 December
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125
judychris@xnet.co.nz

Motatapu Track - Arrowtown to Wanaka: Need to work off your
Xmas lunch? Why not try the Motatapu Track. If numbers permit the
trip shall be run as a cross over trip. Starting from the northern
junction of Wanaka-Mount Aspiring and Motatapu Rds, and
traverse to the Southern junction of Villiers St and Buckingham St,
Arrowtown with a total distance of approximately 48km creature
comforts at the three purpose built huts on the trail. Rewards the
lucky trampers with some remarkable landscapes and monumental
hill lines.
Wednesday 30 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Mod/Hard
Closes: 17 Dec
Map:
CA12
Approx:

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Orton Bradley to Waterfall and Lookout: From Orton Bradley Grade: Easy - Kids
carpark, up valley forest and waterfall tracks to waterfall and Closes: 24 Dec
lookout. OK for accompanied Kids. Time : 5 hours
Map:
BX24
Approx: $5 + $10
per car
Thursday 31 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Water Trip - Cave Stream: Have you ever driven past Cave Stream
on the way to another tramp, yet not plucked up the courage to stop
and go through it? This trip is probably the shortest that CTC has
done in a long while, with the distance being about 400m through
the cave. However, this is usually a brisk 4ºC air temp and the water
is warmer, so please make sure you bring a torch, leggings and
polypro top, and something to change into after the trip. Ice-cream
after the cave as well - what could be better?! Depending on the
party Bruce may include a little more. Cave for larger accompanied
Kids. Small Kid option as well. Contact leader first. Time: 3hrs.
Multi day trip 3-10 January
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/family
31 Dec
BW21
$20

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 3589125
judychris@xnet.co.nz

Shotover Saddle - Cascade Saddle loop: Over the Shotover Grade: Mod/Hard
saddle and down to explore Lochnagar. We will return via the Closes: 24 Dec
Cascade saddle, perhaps with some side trips thrown in for good Map:
measure.
Approx: Approx $60
+ Hut fees
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Saturday 9 January

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Flock Hill Escarpment: Explore the amazing rocky escarpment
where the first of the Chronicles of Narnia was filmed. We will start
from the Cave Stream Reserve and walk up to and along the ridge
and then drop down to Flock Hill Stream for lunch. The return trip
gives us great views of the escarpment. Approx 300m height gain.
Saturday 9 January
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
7 Jan
BW21
$20

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

North Canterbury - Mount Brown (490m): A steady climb to Mt
Brown along a ridge on/off track over rolling countryside. Views of
the Center Hill, Pegaus Bay, it's plains, Mounts Grey, Keretu, Ella,
Alexander and the Northern Canterbury Plains. Accompanied Kids
OK, contact leader first. Time: 4-5 hours. Height: 409m
Weekend 9-10 January
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy - Kids
7 Jan
BV23
$15

Leader: Li Li 0212363211
ahhlili01@hotmail.com

A stay at Rod Donald Hut - via Bank Peninsula Summit
Walkway: This trip entails two tramping parties crossing over on
the Bank Peninsula Summit Walkway from Gebbies Pass and
Hilltop, where the parties shall meet and spend a night at the
recently constructed Rod Donald Hut. The Rod Donald hut
overlooks Te Roto o Wairewa (Lake Forsyth), a significant mahinga
kai and taonga. There are 9 bunks at Rod Donald Hut with no real
camping outside at this stage. Anyone who is interested on doing
this trip will need to confirm their interest and book their bunk bed
via DOC website. For additional details please contact the trip
leader.
Wednesday 13 January

Grade: Easy
Closes: 31 Dec
Map:
BX24 BX25
BY25
Approx: $20 + Hut
Fees

Club Night

Catch-Up Night.: This is the first meeting of the New Year for those members who are in
town. There is plenty of time to show some photos, and share some yarns about the great
trips everyone did over Christmas-New Year!
Thursday 14 January
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce

Leader: Warwick Dowling
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY.

−9−

Grade: Moderate
Closes:
Map:
Approx: Free

Saturday 16 January 7:30am

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Rhyolite Ridge/Bus Stop Overhang/Woolshed Creek Hut: This
gives us a varied round trip in the Mt Somers Conservation area.
Starting at the Woolshed Creek carpark, a 400m climb up the
Rhyolite Ridge to the Mt Somers Walkway which we follow up to
the Bus Stop Overhang and down to Woolshed Creek Hut. This
section of the route takes in dynamic scenery with regenerating
mountain beech within a landscape of deep pools, waterfalls, rocky
tors and canyons. From the hut, we follow the Miners Track back to
the carpark, through open grassland and sub alpine herb field. On
the way, visit the old coal mine workings.
Saturday 16 January
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
14 Jan
BW19
$25

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Springfield - Joyces Stream (500m): A nice easy loop tramp with
with couple of small ups and downs. Mostly on track its located in
the valleys beside the Waimakariri River beyond Kowai Bush.
Views of the Torlesse Range, Mount Oxford, and maybe even the
Waimakariri Gorge. Accompanied Kids OK, contact leader first.
Time: 4-5 hours. Height: 500m
Wednesday 20 January

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy - Kids
14 Jan
BW21
$20 + ($1
donation to
charity)
Club Night

Club BBQ Heathcote Valley: Come to our annual BBQ - shifted from the traditional
harried and chilly December to the (hopefully) relaxed, warm and balmy month of January.
This year it will be at Halswell Quarry and you can come along from 5.00 pm onwards. If
you can bring a BBQ to share, please let either Kay Taylor or Kate Taylor know, and we
can organise the number required. Bring all your own food and liquid, chairs + any sports
gear for soccer or cricket, croquet etc.... A great social time to catch up and celebrate
summer (for its long, light days if the warm and balmy weather fails to arrive as predicted
by the Metservice).
Thursday 21 January
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce

Leader: Warwick Dowling
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 8 Oct
Map:
Approx: Free

Saturday 23 January Depart @ NOON
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001
adrian.busby1@gmail.com

RIVER CROSSING COURSE: Undertaking a river crossing course
is the closest thing we have in the CTC to a compulsory training
course, in NZ everyone heading to the hills, even easy day tramps
needs to have good river crossing skills and more importantly the
skill to decide not to cross! With a large number of our new
members from overseas where river crossing skills are almost
entirely absent this course is a 'must do' for these members. Again
get your name down on the list as this course fills fast and places
are limited.
Saturday 23 January
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade: Training
Closes: 21 Jan
Map:
Approx:

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

Rome Ridge to Avalanche Peak: Avalanche Peak is probably the
most popular day walk in the Arthurs pass region. Normally it's done
as a loop from near the village. But an alternative and more
adventurous round trip starts towards Mt Rolleston via Rome Ridge,
and then turns sharply south to Avalanche Peak. The views are
spectacular and the ridge is as exposed as it looks from the road.
Weekend 23-24 January
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
21 Jan
BV20
$30

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Mt Rosa and Avoca Exploring: Mt Rosa is located near the end
of the Craigieburn Road, down by Avoca Station and gives a scenic
viewpoint down the Waimakariri Gorge and up the Waimakariri
basin and surrounding valleys. Last time Bruce was there he
thought it was such a nice place to wander around that he didn't
want to go back to town. So this time he isn't. The intention is to get
access to a station hut, have a pot luck dinner and have a second
day to continue to explore the area. Maybe the Broken River Coal
mine or just peruse the map and wander into a corner or two that
catch the eye.
Wednesday 27 January

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
14 Jan
BV21
$35

Club Night

Newsletter Folding and Trip Planning: Come along, chat, help with folding club
newsletters and have the opportunity to help plan tramps. Bring your muscles, maps and
ideas! There'll be a laptop and projector available to informally show slides from recent
club or private trips too. Start the evening at the nearby The Roxx Climbing Centre. Meet
about 5.30, find a CTC buddy and climb till 7.30pm. We get industry prices, just show your
CTC membership card.
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Thursday 28 January
Departure point: Cnr Heybridge Ln & Hillsborough Tce

Leader: Warwick Dowling
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

CTC Hill Climb -- 6:15 pm-7:15 pm during daylight saving
hours: Meet at 6:15 pm, on the corner of Heybridge Lane off
Hillsborough Terrace, every Thursday evening during Daylight
Saving for an hour of power walking/tramping in the Mt Vernon
Park. No trip list, just turn up - except if wet or if there is a public
holiday next day. Note new day of THURSDAY.
Saturday 30 January
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate
Closes:
Map:
Approx: Free

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Banks Peninsula - Pa Bay and Greater Okains Bay: Starting
from Okains Bay, then on through Little Okains Bay (Kawatea) and
out along the eastern headland to the isolated Pa Bay. Pa Bay is an
area rich in biodiversity with unique geological formations resulting
in natural fortifications and a land rich in resources, which was
utilised by Maori for cultivation, occupation (villages), and defence
(Pa). Time: 6hrs Height: 150m.
Saturday 30 January Early start 7am
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
28 Jan
BX25
$25

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Mt Te Kinga (1204m): By Lake Moana/Brunner, we enjoy sweeping Grade: Moderate
views and a 1100m height gain. Fill up your water bottles. Bring your Closes: 28 Jan
togs for the after party!
Map:
BU20
Approx: $35
Weekend 30-31 January
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Toni Bachvarova
theeeyorefan@gmail.com

Brass Monkey Biv: Head up Nina and Lucretia stream and then
over to the Brass Monkey Biv. Awesome alpine camp next to the
tarns with extensive views across Lewis tops, Fryberg range and
beyond. Walk out via Lewis tops bagging Lucretia and Apprentice
on the way. Car shuffle will be required.
Sunday 31 January

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
21 Jan
BT23 BU23
$45

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Lake Georgina/Mt Georgina/Red Lakes: Situated in the alpine
Lake Coleridge basin tussockland area. We set out from Lake
Georgina (542m), climbing up to Point 825 overlooking the lake,
then up to Mt Georgina (944m) for some great views. We then
descend through open scrub country to visit Red Lakes and then
follow a farm track out to the Lyndon Road. The trip will involve a
car shuffle.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
28 Jan
BW20
$25

Wednesday 3 February

Club Night

Free Evening for January Adventurers to share their holiday trips!: This evening is
free for members to show their recent tramping endeavours. Please let Kay or Kate know
if you wish to show some photos so we can plan the evening.
Saturday 6 February
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Port Hills - Gibraltar Rock (480m): For Lunch, how we get there
will be different to the usual routes. Mostly on tracks over grazed
farm country with an easy climb to the top of Gibraltar Rock. Great
views over Christchurch, Canterbury Plains, and Lake Ellesmere.
Suitable for accompanied Kids but contact leader first. Kids &
Buggies OK. Time : 4 - 5hrs
Multi day trip 6-12 February Can be anywhere
in February or March.
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/family
4 Feb
BX24
$10

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

Gardens of Eden and Allah (Glacier trip): This trip has now
closed, as numbers are limited. A waiting list has opened. If you are
interested in this trip please contact the trip leader. Glacier rope
skills required. The dates may shift in February or March to suit the
weather, so flexible annual leave will be very handy. This trip will
only go when & if the weather is suitable.

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 28 Jan
Map:
BW17
BW18
Approx: Contact
Leader

Wednesday 10 February

Club Night

Planning Preparation in the Leading of Easy Tramps: Bruce Cameron will show us
what's involved in running one of his "off the beaten track" easy tramps. Bruce is a prolific
tramp leader of trips mostly at the easy end of the tramping spectrum. He will take us
through the inspiration and planning behind some of the trips he has led. He will cover
things like "why here- what inspired this tramp?, research tools, grading the trip (biggest
can of worms), obtaining access- how, who and problems, miscellaneous leaders'
problems, tramps from hell and "my loves, hates and goals". The talk concludes with a real
worked example of an up and coming CTC tramp: Coalgate Walkabout - Cairn Hill, 500m
(trig AA57). This tramp is scheduled to run this weekend on February 13th.
Saturday 13 February

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Woolshed Hill: Woolshed Hill (1429m) stands above the Hawdon
River, off the Mt White Road. We will start from the Hawdon Shelter
and follow a track up through beech forest to the crest of a ridge
and then about a kilometre of tussocky tops. The first 300m or so is
reasonably steep. Great views from the top down into the
Waimakariri/Hawdon confluence and the upper Sudden Valley and,
on the other side, Andrews Stream. (Bring your maps and count off
the names of polar explorers as you identify the bumps on the Polar
Range.) 820m height gain and returning the same way
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
11 Feb
BV21
$25

Wednesday 17 February

Club Night

Sam Newton from the NZAC (TBC): Sam Newton is the General Manager of the NZAC
and a member of the Canterbury Conservation Board. He will be talking tonight about the
challenges and opportunities that we all face with regards to the maintenance of
recreational facilities - huts and tracks - on Public Conservation Land. Sam will describe
the success NZAC has had in utilising Outdoor Recreation Consortium funding to maintain
huts. Sam will be illustrating his talk with some great photos!
Weekend 20-21 February
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684
n.sydorenko@hotmail.com

Mt Haast - Mt Kemp Traverse: Start at Springs Junction turnoff to
Rahu Saddle followed a slow push up to the top of Mt Kemp while
having a swim in the tarns on the way to the base camp (by a tarn).
Traverse to the top of Mt Kemp (1637m) and enjoy the view of
Victoria, Paparoa and the Spencer ranges. Following morning,
traverse along the ridgeline from Mt Kemp to Mt Haast (1587m) and
back to the cars. Note: As there are limited water sources on the
trail, please carry sufficient water vessels for the traverse, and the
trip will run in reverse to the above description.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
11 Feb
BT22
$25

Trip Reports
7 November 2015

Godley Peak via the Homestead Hill Ridge, 2087m, Palmer Range, Topo
map BW19
16
keen
trampers
mustered
at
7.00am
then
once installed in
vehicles headed
west in convoy
first to Hororata
for the usual
compulsory pie
& coffee stop
then on via 40
K’s or so of
gravel road to
the Double Hill
station situated
Reaching the ridgeline with views over the Rakaia (Karen Tait)
on the upper
Rakaia. We pulled-up at the DOC car park and following a briefing from Warwick readied
ourselves for the big day ahead to Godley Peak. Tom wisely shed as many kilo’s as possible
by donning runners with no boots carried due to the visible soft terrain, his binoculars were
also left in the car presumably because Dave “Mod/HARD” Sutton was not leading the trip
– no need to spot where Dave was as Warrick was now leading the charge. Our trip was
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via the DOC Public access route up the Homestead Hill ridge then east to get over to Godley
Peak and not by the most direct route which would have been straight up the spur below the
summit as this was on private land (drat). We started off just before 10am under a patchy
overcast sky and once above the steep run-holders paddocks our public route option
required a considerable amount of traversing across predominately steep hard-packed
greywacke/shallow scree that was very tiring and slippery to cross. The going was fairly
tough as most expected – the pace of travel needed to complete the trip in a day resulted in
three of the party heading back down after reaching the skyline. The remaining 13 of us
continued on by tracking just off the ridge line and arrived in dribs and drabs at the summit
from about 3pm – quite an effort.
It was quite breezy
and cool at the top
so we didn’t hang
around long; once
the features of Mt
Cook, Mt Sugarloaf,
Mt Taylor, Lake
Heron and whole
Arrowsmith range
etc
had
been
pointed out by Clive
we headed down
(and up and down
and up and down).
David had a spot of
cramp near the top
when descending
On top of Godley Peak (Andrew Smith)
which slowed the
return leg a bit for his small group, but we were all back at the cars from 6.00 to 7.30pm –
an 8 to 9 ½ hour day. Following a brief discussion with Doug back at the Hororata Pie & Bar
café it was estimated that the accumulated height gain was significantly more than direct
1500m car park to summit distance, being more like 1900m or so – this excluding the up
bits coming down. The travel distance covered would have be all of the 20k’s as noted in
the trip agenda. Tom was keen to enlighten the group that even a 1500m height gain was
more than from the final hut to the summit of Mt Cook – nice to know but my feet still ached.
We got back to town around 10.30pm; a big big day out.
Day trippers included: Warwick Dowling, Tomyu Hu, Karen Tait, Elizabeth Eadon-Jones, Ivo
Rongen, Natasha Sydorenko, Andrew Smith (Smiffy), Toni Bachvarova, Caroline Solazzo,
Josh Johnson, David Selway, Rodger Smith (scribe), Doug Forster, Clive Marsh, Peter
Coleman, and Li Li
PS: No spring sighted.
24-26 October 2015

Fox Glacier and Chancellor Dome
The weeks leading up to this trip had been filled with Sunday roast dinners in between
practicing glacier skills, where assurances from Tom that this is the best non-technical view
in New Zealand had heightened our expectations for the trip to fever pitch. The question of
whether to walk up or fly up had caused much discussion within the group. I personally was
intent to take every opportunity to get a helicopter – how often do you get to soar high above
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a glacier at the start of a tramp?
The day arrived to depart and a leisurely day spent excitedly packing a very much larger
bag than normal (perhaps something to do with the 1L beer?) was followed by meeting midafternoon at the petrol station. Excited greetings and we (Bill, Warwick, David, Eric, Virginia,
Roi, Peter, Elizabeth, Josh and myself) divided into Elizabeth and Bill’s cars. Bags were
sorted, the lion’s share being eaten up by Bill’s huge truck, and away we went. The clouds
over the plains could not dampen our mood with the promise of fine weather on the West
Coast. An uneventful stop in Arthurs Pass and the obligatory kea watching preceded a fine
decision of Bill and Eric{s to stop at the pizza restaurant in Hokitika. The last supper of nonmountain food was eagerly devoured with Eric’s whitebait pizza causing a few interested
glances.
We arrived around sunset to the Top Ten campsite in Fox. The least hardly / sensible of the
group had opted for the comfortable option of proper beds for the night, while the rest of us
set up camp. The conversation inevitable turned to tent porn, myself drooling over Peter’s
new MSR Hubba Hubba tent. Beers and bed seemed the order of the night with clear skies
hinting at a magical day tomorrow.
Breakfast consumed, bags repacked, gear checked and rechecked. We had a leisurely 0800
start and a chat to one of the glacier guides had confirmed that indeed a helicopter is pretty
much the only way onto the glacier now. Luckily, an industrious individual (sorry cannot
remember who) had reserved a spot for the 10 of us on the helicopter to drop us off at
Chancellor hut. An impromptu safety briefing on the side of the pavement was preceded by
the weighing of bags; Eric won first prize with a pack of 27kg and did a rather sterling job of
carrying the rather heavy 60m rope for the trip which we were all grateful for.
So it was off to the
helicopters.
Myself,
Virginia,
Elizabeth,
David and Warwick
were in the first round.
Bags were slung into
the
compartment
attached
to
the
helicopter, my own
causing mild panic on
the ground as my 2
litres of water leaked
out during the flight.
Virginia
was
busy
discussing flight stuff
with the pilot as we
soared
above
the
On Fox Glacier (Noel Walker)
glacier each of us
crowding the windows for the best possible view. A perfect landing at chancellor hut and a
quick retrieval of our bags and the chopper was away in a deafening surge of wind. A pretty
spectacular way to gain 1000m in 5minutes!
Before long the others joined us, the initial plan had been to dump the majority of our gear
at the hut and walk up to chancellor dome and then back down. But a quick change of plan
meant that now we were going to head up to chancellor dome, see how far up the glacier
we could go camp for the night and then head back down the following morning to the hut.
The initial easy poled ridgeline walk along the side of the glacier soon became snow. The
relaxed happy mood amongst the group reflecting the amazing weather we had on the
Saturday. Occasional fog hurried up the valley below us obscuring the glacier, but always
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the sun would burn away the cloud revealing the magnificence of the ice formations below
us. Far away to our right the ridge line at the head of the glacier gave us an inkling of the
spectacular view that would await us further along.
After a brief chat with some glacier guides coming back down we made the decision to head
higher above the glacier to avoid travelling under some avalanche prone areas, as by the
time we got to them it would be late in the afternoon. A quick assessment was made of the
appropriate gulley to take. Peter and Roi led the team up some steep snow, Peters massive
legs and Roi’s youthful energy carrying them up the gulley in now time. Josh doing an
admirable job under the calm guidance of Eric considering the amount of cramponing
experience he had. A belay was set up near the top as Warwick had come with only one ice
tool and we slung another one down to him. All safely on top of the gulley lunch was had
shortly after, all of us still amazed at the beauty of our surrounding.
We set off again, the snow conditions still pretty good and we were not breaking through too
much. Our route took us over a small section of the glacier to get to another steepish snow
climb. We assembled into two teams of 5, roped up and headed down to the glacier. A
relatively short 100m or so and we were off the glacier and at the base of another climb, the
cloud settling in the little valley adding to the dramatic scene. We zig-zagged our way up the
climb the snow seeming to get a little softer now later in the day. Plunging into the snow was
not helping my depleting energy levels but this seemed to be the last section before
chancellor dome, so we pushed forward (or rather plodded forward). A bit of route finding
lead to us avoiding a sheer drop and skirting under a rather impressive rock formation and
finally we were at our original destination. The promise of earlier was fully materialised as
around us were amazing peaks and ridgelines leading down to the glacier. The impressive
and beautiful north face of Mt Tasman crowned a stunning ring of mountains that surrounded
us.
A decision was made to camp on top of the dome for the night, Bill assuring us that the wind
was going to be minimal for the night. So we set to work making camp. Bill and Josh started
building an igloo, cutting blocks into the snow. The rest of us had our tents up in no time.
Although it was still amazing sunny the temperature had dropped dramatically. Eric, possibly
due to the cold, decided to build a wall around his tent. The igloo kept getting bigger as I set
to work with dinner. Having forgotten to bring my thermal layer I wrapped myself up in every
item of clothing I had (a mistake never to be repeated!). I did however have a litre of nicely

Igloo accommodation on Chancellor Dome (Noel Walker)
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chilled porter. Helicopters were zooming overhead throughout the day giving scale to the
impressive mountains that surrounded us. We knew however that we had the best view and
imagined the passengers envy at our incredible campsite. The igloo was up in no time, and
I for one was impressed at the ease it had gone up. We marvelled at the amazing west coast
sunset, the setting sun casting deep shadows over the glacier, the kaleidoscope of colour
changing and softening the mountains around us. The cold now drove me into my sleeping
bag and I feel asleep to the sounds of country music coming from Bill and Josh’s igloo.
A cold and windy night, (my water and boots frozen in my tent) preceded a cold and windy
morning. Only a full bladder helped to drive me out of my sleeping bag. Our tents were
quickly packed; Bill and Josh lounging in their igloo had no such packing to do! Roi’s ice
climbing skills and Bills construction skills were put to the test climbing the igloo - thankfully
both passed. A quick meeting about the day’s plans took place huddled below Eric’s wall, all
decided the best plan was to head back the way we came to the hut. We made pretty
impressive time following our own footprints, now partially covered in spindrift. The cold and
cloud covering the mountains could not dampen our spirits. The spindrift/snow during the
night meant we kept a keen eye out for potential avalanche zones. A particular large section
of new soft spin drift saw me and Peter making snow angels, nothing like larking around like
a kid in fresh snow. We roped up again for crossing the glacier, forming into the same teams.
We then set up an anchor at the top of the steep snow climb from the previous day. Bill
belayed the majority of the team down the slope, whilst a few of us took the opportunity to
practice down climbing. By now the sun had come out again, the soft snow making it easy
to kick into the
slope, though it
was not so easy
following
Peters
massive
steps
down the slope!
Everyone
safely
down at the base of
the slope we had
lunch,
all
that
remained was an
easy jog back
down to the snow
line.
Peter,
Elizabeth
Near Chancellor Hut (Bill Johnson)
and I decided to
camp on the ridge for the night whilst the rest of the group chose the luxury of chancellor
hut. Due to our excellent speed we had a good portion of the afternoon left. We flattened out
our campsites whilst the rest of the group headed down for a closer look at the access onto
the glacier. Tents erected we headed back down to join the others at the hut for an early
dinner and a game of cards. Part of me was jealous of the comfortable looking mattresses
in this historic hut, but I knew having breakfast, looking out from my sleeping bag over the
glacier I would not regret my choice. Plans were made for our last morning over cards. A
few of us wanted to take the opportunity of an early morning start to get onto the glacier,
practice some skills, see how far we could go up the glacier and then head back down for
the helicopter. The jovial chat of a naked glacier walk to the loser added some spice to the
card game. We headed back up to our tents just as night was closing in.
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Another cold night, more frozen boots, but breakfast looking out over the glacier was indeed
worth the price. We were picked up from our tents by David, Roi and Eric, with Peter,
Elizabeth and I making up the rest of the party heading up to the glacier. Warwick and Bill
had decided to head the other way to see if it was possible to get onto the glacier further

Earlytomorning
light over
Mtwe
Tasman
Walker)
down. It was a short walk
the access
point,
again(Noel
roped
up, this time into teams of
three, a brief discussion about glacier safety and we set off. It was another beautiful day, the
weather gods really had shone on us this weekend. The main part of the glacier was
chopped up into house sized blocks but to the true right of the glacier was a surface easy to
walk on with little creviced territory. We ventured briefly into the choppier area, marvelled at
the amazing ice formations and peered down what seemed like endless crevasses. Eric
enthusiastically volunteered to be lowered down a crevasse, I think just so he could get a
selfie, whilst we practiced setting up a rescue system. He then helpfully played dead and we
discovered just how difficult it is to pull a dead weight out. Thankfully he saw sense and
eventually helped us out. The time had flown by and we hurried back down the glacier and
headed to the hut to await the helicopter.
Our ride arrived in another thunderous wave of wind. I think the pilot decided to have some
fun with us as he plunged nose first down the ridge leaving my stomach somewhere back
at the hut. The ride was over all too soon, as was our trip, but you cannot really ask for a
more spectacular way to end or start a trip. Fresh clothes and a quick wash back at the
helicopter building were very welcome, as was the fish and chips and beer quickly inhaled
at the pub. Basking in the sun gave us ample opportunity to reflect on an amazing trip in one
of the most beautiful parts of New Zealand I have yet had the pleasure of visiting. It had
been a trip relatively low on effort for amazing reward, with a campsite on top of chancellor
dome that will live long in the memory. Thanks to Bill for organising such a top trip and
everyone for making it so enjoyable.
Party: Bill Johnson, Warwick Dowling, Peter Drinkwater, Virginia Kneebone, David Selway,
Eric Skea, Roi Gapuzan, Josh Johnson, Elizabeth Eadon-Jones, Noel Walker (scribe).
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14-21 November 2015

Nelson Lakes (by the numbers)

Lake Constance Panorama
Day 1 – Mt Robert carpark to Coldwater hut
Day 2 - Coldwater hut to Upper Travers hut (lunch @ John Tait hut)
Day 3 – Upper Travers Hut to Blue Lake hut (lunch @ West Sabine hut)
Day 4 – a rest day spent walking from Blue Lake to Waiau Pass & return.
Day 5 – Blue Lake to Morgan hut (lunch @ George Lyon hut)
Day 6 – Morgan hut to Sabine hut (lunch @ D’Urville hut) Max to Mt Misery
Day 7 - Sabine to Angelus hut (climb Mt Angelus before tea)
Day 8 - Angelus hut to carpark (lunch @ Coldwater hut)
720 km of driving to get there & back – including NZ Army road blocks
4700+ metres of vertical height gain
100+ kms distance walked
18 x packets of porridge for breakfast
Multiple gallons of water (and Raro)
consumed
1 x Max special fish curry
3 x strangers & a bag of jelly beans at a
swing bridge
2 x nights of jelly & instant pudding
dessert
1 x loaf of cheese bread
1 x slice of chocolate cake
2 x Mt Misery’s in one year for Max due to
his solo ascent.
2 x passes – Waiau & Moss
2 x saddles – Travers & Sunset
2 x mountains – Cedric & Angelus
5 x fisherman at the Coldwater & Sabine
huts
9 x overseas Te Araroa walkers at Travers
& Blue Lake huts
Happy Starfish at Blue Lake

0 x Kiwis in any of the huts
4 x people in & 6 x people out
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And last but not least 3 x good tramping companions in Karen, Natasha & Max. Because in
the end the main reason I go tramping is not the exercise or the scenery, but it’s the company
you take along the way that makes it a great trip.
Party: Chris McGimpsey (leader and scribe), Natasha Sydorenko, Max De Lacey, Karen Tait
21 November 2015

Garnet Peak, 1776m, Poplars Range, Lewis Pass Rd, Topo map BU23
6 keen trampers departed Papa Z at 8.15 and headed North ward bound to the Hurunui
district where we would swing west and travel along the Lewis Pass road to our intended
outing for the day; that being a tramp up to Garnet Peak and back. Culverden served as our
coffee and pie stop, then is was on to the serious stuff.
We parked up at the Anglers Access at Windy Point (el 500m) on the Lewis Pass road and
geared up while swatting sandflies, crossed the main road with our subject peak shrouded
in mist directly in front of us – time 10.45am. We headed up Matagouri Stream (minimal
thorny issues) and made remarkable height gain progress up the grassy-tussocky steep
terrain judging by Dave’s Garmin GPS watch – equating to something like 800m in 90
minutes (500+ m / hour) – my heart rate concurred with this high performance effort.
We eventually entered the blanket of Scotch Mist rendering visibility to just a few meters
whereby Dave halted us and in leader like prose issued the order that we would proceed
henceforth as a single group. Me, once I had caught up to the assembled group gasped
and wheezed that the new one group should best travel at the speed of the slowest tramper
– and I further added that I would volunteer – selflessly - to be that slowest person.
After a couple of stops – a bite to eat and don several layers plus wind and rain gear we
arrived at the trig station (el 1720m) which was also a telecom site consisting of two
microwave towers, a wind turbine and a battery/equipment shed. The wind was a howling
gale at this point (the forecast of 65K’s + wind was spot on). After a brief chat sheltered
behind the shed we carried on another 500 meters or so across a barren dirt and rock hump
to Garnet Peak (el 1776m). Once there, the wind-chill and poor visibility spurred us on to
retrace our steps while looking out to our left (east) for the ridge that would provide the best
route down to avoid any Matagouri and thereby completing our loop journey.

Navigation by committee
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To ensure our path down was as matagouri-free as possible Dave was keen as mustard to
make sure we picked up the appropriate ridge that would avoid our thorny friend as much
as possible. As the visibility was very limited it was nye on impossible to positively pick out
anything – even a ridgeline. In short traverses we would stop, Dave would unfold his map in
the gale and with digital and magnetic compasses to hand plus 6 sets of eyes sweeping the
mist the committee would try to agree where we were and which way we should go. At one
of the regroupings – almost below the mist now, there was a slight parting in the mist which
opened up the view down to the road, the cars, the ridge and the most likely way down. We
set off and eventually arrived at the band of matagouri, but as luck would have it we stumbled
onto an ancient track cutting that led us nearly all the way down. We arrived at the cars at
5.00pm, to a reception of sandflies.
Grade = Mod/Hard; Round trip = 14.5 k’s; height gain = 1276m (Car park (el 500m) to Garnet
Pk (1776m)); time to complete 6 & a half hours; weather overcast at bottom, light rain,
flurrying snow and a large cold westerly wind at the top then sun at the bottom (return).
Day trippers included: Dave Sutton (Leader), Stu Smith & Flo Roberts, Virginia Kneebone,
David Selway and lastly Rodger Smith.

.

Careful of the Sun!
As some of you will know, club member Max de Lacey has had a melanoma removed
recently. Happily, all is now looking well but Max would like his very scary experience to act
as a warning for the rest of us. Many other club members have had small suspect skin
growths removed as well. As trampers, exposed to a full day of sun, often with very little
shade, and maybe with snow glare too, we need to think a bit further than just dabbing on
a little sun screen a couple of times in the day. There is lots more that we can do to protect
ourselves sensibly. For example ("slip, slop, slap and wrap"),
see http://sunsmart.org.nz/being-sunsmart/how-can-i-be-sunsmart. Newcomers to NZ
should take particular heed - NZ shares with Australia the dubious honour of having the
highest rates of melanoma in the world.

From 1979 Outdoor Education manual (blatantly stolen)
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More about the CTC
Club Officers
President:

Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Vice President: Andrea Zahn

382 1044

Secretary:

Angela Lowery

0220889370

Treasurer:

Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684

Club Captain:

Kate Taylor

980-8224

New Members
Chris McGimpsey
Rep:

03 3589125

Day Trip
Organiser:

021 35 4545

Warwick Dowling

Overnight Trip
Organiser:

Shaun Wong

021 234 6847

Social
Convenor:

Kay Taylor

03358-4580

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa

337 3125

Editor:

027 520 6464

Karen Tait

Hut Convenor: Gareth Caves

03 9808 224

IT Convenor:

351-2344

Richard Lobb

Access Officer: Michele Hood

027 331 4779

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real showers
and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back door. A great place
for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book before leaving town to
ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, phone Gareth Caves 03 9808 224; or if
he’s away, Steve Bruerton 322 6196; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink 3525329. Hut fees are $15
member, $15 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids under 12. If you find any problems or
maintenance required, please contact the hut convenor, Gareth Caves.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club gear
assigned to you is your responsibility; please take
care of it. Please make sure you put tents inside
your pack. Tents attached to the outside of your
pack can be easily punctured when bush bashing
or even lost. This may result in serious damage to
your bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not used, and
report any damage to the gear custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor (editor@ctc.org.nz) by 21 January 2016 –
Thanks and Happy Tramping Holidays everyone!
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Overlooking Lake Constance, Nelson Lakes
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