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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or
associate, with a $5 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
electronically.
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

Climbing above the cirque basin

News
New Members Welcome: We welcome three new members to the club this month; Guy
Wilson, Boris De Bouk and Clem Rolin. Please accept the club's warm welcome to you all.
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Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital). A
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits
served. If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Silvia Horniakova
021-264-8430 or email silwika@yahoo.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm
sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.
Wednesday 25 September

Club Night

Newsletter folding night: Be the first to experience the latest club news hot off the
press, and help the club get ready their next batch of the ongoing saga of the adventures,
trails and tribulations of the Christchurch Tramping Club. A good social time to catch up
and plan for future exploits out in the hills, whilst assisting the club with their monthly mail
out.

−2−

Saturday 28 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Antony White 03-550-7166
phoenixantony@gmail.com

Mt Guy: This is a moderate 1319 m peak in the
Hakatere/Ashburton Lakes area, directly north east of Lake
Clearwater. We'll park as near as we can get to the eastern end of
the lake, then cross Lambies Stream to pick up Lake Clearwater
Circuit Track to the western end of the hill. From there it's a ~650
m climb over about 3 km up a long ramp to the summit, where
great views are to be had to all points of the compass. The return
route is somewhat more direct, with the height being lost over little
more than a kilometre.
Sunday 29 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Map:
BX19 BX18
Approx: $30

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
bryce.williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Mt Cheeseman to Mt Cockayne: These are two peaks in the
middle of the Craigieburn Range. We'll drive up the Cheeseman
Skifield Road to the Hogs Back car park. From there we will find a
suitable route for the ~1100 m climb up to Mt Cheeseman (2031
m) before heading north for about 3 km to Mt Cockayne (1874 m).
There are plenty of options for the descent, including a stroll down
the Cheeseman Road for anyone who gets sick of spurs and
scree. Ice axes and crampons will probably be needed.
Tuesday 1 October 6:15 pm
Departure point: Corner of
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Grade: EasyMod to
Moderate
depending
on route
Closes: 26 Sep

Hillsborough

Closes: 26 Sep
Map:
BW20
Approx: $20

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
981-2045

CTC Hill climb: The CTC Hill Climb is a weekly event during
daylight saving time.on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on
Tuesday 1 October. We meet on the corner of Hillsborough
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.
Wednesday 2 October

Grade: Moderate

Grade: Easy Mod
Closes: 26 Sep
Map:
Approx: $0
Club Night

Learn how to tie a strong and lasting KNOT: Adrian Busby will teach us different types
of knots and how to tie them safely and securely. If you need to tie yourself into a rope or
just looking for ways to tie things up in your household, then come and give it a go.
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Saturday 5 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Alastair Brown 338-1324
alastairgbrown@yahoo.com.au

Mt Misery: This Mt Misery (of the many) is a 1765 m peak at the
north-east tip of the Black Range near the westward lurch of SH73
where it meets the Waimakariri. It looms over the nearby Mt
Horrible and provides a broad range of views over the Waimakariri
River, up the Hawdon River and down through Cass Basin. We'll
start from the Cass River car park and head up the east flank of
the mountain after crossing the Cass River. Depending rate of
progress and whim of the participants, an extension of the trip
along the tops is possible.
Weekend 5-6 October
Departure point: Contact Leader

Map:
BV21
Approx: $25

Leader: Max De Lacey 03-688-8342

Top Hut - Ashburton South Branch (Arrowsmith Glacier): Join
Max on a great trip up the Ashburton South Branch to Top Hut.
From the hut it is hoped to venture up to the Arrowsmith Glacier
for a nosey around. The peaks here are by far some of the more
substantial in this area - approaching 2800m and will make for
some amazing views. Bring your ice axe and crampons so that
you can fully explore. Trip group will meet at Mt Somers Village so
you MUST contact Max in Timaru to co-ordinate meeting. (Do
NOT expect to depart from Z station).
Sunday 6 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate to
ModHard
Closes: 26 Sep
Map:
BW18
BX18 BX19
Approx: $40

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hinewai/Otanerito Bay: Hinewai is a beautiful bird and bush
reserve on the eastern side of Banks Peninsula, accessed from
the Summit Road above Akaroa. It has a wide range of native
forest including some original remnant beech and newer plantings
that are becoming established (despite a recent bush fire). We'll
see and hear plenty of native birds too, especially bellbirds, wood
pigeons, pipits, grey warblers, brown creepers and even, perhaps,
tui. There are plenty of loop options of varying terrain and distance
depending on weather and whim.
Tuesday 8 October 6:15 pm
Departure point: Corner of
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 3 Oct

Hillsborough

Map:
BY25
Approx: $20

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
981-2045

CTC Hill climb: The CTC Hill Climb is a weekly event during
daylight saving time.on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on
Tuesday 1 October. We meet on the corner of Hillsborough
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.
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Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 3 Oct

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 3 Oct
Map:
Approx: $0

Wednesday 9 October

Club Night

WE WILL MEET AT THE BREWERY IN WOOLSTON-What should you carry in your
First Aid Kit?: There is no room available at the Horticultural centre for this date, so why
not go to the pub? :) We will meet at The Brewery 3 Garlands Rd Woolston at the usual
time 7:30pm, they serve great beer and delicious pizzas! (Horotane pizza
recommended). Bring your first aid kit. Lets discuss what we should be carrying in these.
If you do not carry one YOU SHOULD, so learn what to put in!
Thursday 10 October

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001

TRIP LEADERS COURSE: Are you already leading CTC club
trips......are you thinking about becomming a trip leader or do you
lead or organise private trips for your tramping buddies? Well this
is the course for you, only takes an evening,it covers the CTC trip
leading proceedures, leadership styles,available club resourcses
and equipment, risk management etc. Put your name down on the
list and see you then.
Weekend 12-13 October
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Training
Closes: 10 Oct
Map:
Approx: None

Leader: Steve Bruerton

Greenlaw: At 2315m Mt Greenlaw is 2nd in height only to Mt
Murchison in the Arthurs Pass area. If fact its higher than the
adjacent main divide peaks as far south as Whitcombe Pass. So
thats a good reason to go and climb it. Unfortunately it has a
rather bad reputation for consisting of horrible weetbix rock. To
resolve this we will sneak up on it in winter when its all frozen
together. Last time we tried we ended up being Damfools, oops i
mean climbing Mt Damfool as the weather wasn't playing nice.
This is take 2. Steve will 4WD up the Avoka so seats are limited
depending on other 4WD owners that may come along. Camping
in the head of the Avoca Valley with an early start on Sunday to
climb or an extra early start from Avoca Hut. Sure to be a great
late winter trip in the snow with great views so book in now. This is
definitely a ice axe and crampons type trip so if you want to go it is
highly recommended you get in touch with Steve to discuss
logistics, gear and your skills. Climbing Grade is (2-) with
Moderate-Hard fitness level.
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Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 3 Oct
Map:
BV20
Approx:

Saturday 12 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Sarah Hardie and Andrew Turton
332-8275
Sarah.andrew@vodafone.co.nz

Woolshed Hill and beyond: Woolshed Hill is the southern most
point of the spur separating the Hawdon River and Andrews
Stream on the north side of the Waimakariri River. It is access
over Mt White Station Bridge via a ~800 m climb from near the
Hawdon Shelter. From the summit there are spectacular views
along the Andrews, Hawdon and Waimakariri Rivers to the Polar,
Savannah and Black Ranges. Sarah will lead the easy/moderate
party back down the same route. Andrew will lead more
adventurous trampers further north towards the Savannah Range,
eventually dropping through the bush to the Hawdon River and
from thence back to the cars. If the weather forecast is not good,
an alternative Banks Peninsula trip will be arranged.
Sunday 13 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Map:
BV21
Approx: $25

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
bryce.williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Big Ben-Ben More crossover: The opening of the Dry Acheron
track has permitted the possibility of this ~25 km trip. With
sufficient participants we will split onto two parties: one will climb
from the Lyndon Road to Ben More, then turn sharply south and
west, over Big Ben and out to the Coleridge Road via Dry Acheron
Stream. The second party will do the reverse. With fewer
participants, we'll probably resort to the classic Ben More
horseshoe circuit.
Tuesday 15 October 6:15 pm
Departure point: Corner of
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Grade: EasyMod
and
Moderate
Closes: 10 Oct

Hillsborough

Closes: 10 Oct
Map:
BW20
BW21
Approx: $20

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
981-2045

CTC Hill climb: The CTC Hill Climb is a weekly event during
daylight saving time.on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on
Tuesday 1 October. We meet on the corner of Hillsborough
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.
Wednesday 16 October

Grade: Moderate

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 10 Oct
Map:
Approx: $0
Club Night

Show us how efficient is your cooker! (competition): Bring along your best working
cooker (and fuel), a pot able to hold 1 litre of water and we will have a little competition
how quickly it can boil.
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Saturday 19 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Pigeon Bay Walkway: This walkway is (unsurprisingly) in Pigeon
Bay. It follows the eastern coast of the bay about 7 km out the
Wakaroa Point, from where the cliffs of Godley Head and
Scarborough can be seen in the distance. Ideally, we will return
via and alternative route, yet to be determined.
Weekend 19-20 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Map:
BX25
Approx: $20

Leader: Thomas Matern 354-4309

Three Mile Stream Hut by Bike: Did you ever fancy cycling with
a full weekend pack? Here is your chance: Three Mile Stream Hut
is on a nice loop just north of Lake Sumner, about 30km of
walking from Windy Point or Lake Taylor. From Lake Taylor
access is possible by MTB to the Hurunui swing bridge, leaving
just about 12km of tramping each day. The hut is not on the Te
Araroa walkway and should not be that busy, however, we'll take
tents just in case. The hut itself sits on a sunny clearing next to
Three Mile Stream and plenty of options for an afternoon wander.
We will walk the loop in a clockwise direction, walking in via
McMillan Stream and out via Three Mile Stream and a short
section on the Te Araroa Walkway. If we will put the bikes in the
cars, transport will be limited to just 2 people per car. Trip limited
to 6 people.
Sunday 20 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: EasyMod
MTB
Closes: 10 Oct
Map:
Approx: $25-$50

Leader: Bruce James 332-3473
bruce.s.james@gmail.com

Broken Hill: Broken Hill overlooks the limestone escarpment
lands of Flock and Prebble Hills, and the Cave Stream area now
sometimes known as Narnialand due to the filming there of parts
of the first of the Narnia movies. We'll park at the Craigieburn
picnic area, cross the road, and make our way over Pts 1355 and
1408 m to the Broken Hill summit (1486 m) and then probably on
to the un-named Pt 1578 m. From there we can do a nice loop
back to the cars along Flock Hill Stream. If there is not much snow
this trip will be at the easier end of moderate, with some 700-800
m height gain and about 17 km of tramping; talk to the leader
closer to the day to check on conditions.
Tuesday 22 October 6:15 pm
Departure point: Corner of
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 17 Oct

Hillsborough

Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
981-2045

CTC Hill climb: The CTC Hill Climb is a weekly event during
daylight saving time.on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on
Tuesday 1 October. We meet on the corner of Hillsborough
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 17 Oct

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 17 Oct
Map:
Approx: $0

Wednesday 23 October

Club Night

Short Strolls through Italy, France and the UK: Dave and Liz will show some photos
of their ambles through the Dolomites, Cinque Terre, Gorges du Verdon, Yorkshire Dales
and Ben Lomond June/July 2011.
Saturday 26 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Camp Saddle-Helicopter Hill: Camp Saddle (1480 m) lies on an
easily accessed spur extending south-east from the spine of the
Craigieburn Range and separating the Broken River and
Craigieburn ski areas. The saddle is reached by a ~500 m climb
from either of the ski field access roads. From the saddle we'll
head along the spur to Pt 1525 m, then make a scree descent to
Lyndon Saddle. Time permitting, we'll aim to make the short ~150
m to Helicopter Hill climb before heading back to the cars via the
Craigieburn Valley Track or Lyndon Saddle Track. All up, about
700m-800 m height gain over about 13-14 km, depending on the
exact route.
Tuesday 29 October 6:15 pm
Departure point: Corner of
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Hillsborough

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 24 Oct
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
981-2045

CTC Hill climb: The CTC Hill Climb is a weekly event during
daylight saving time.on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on
Tuesday 1 October. We meet on the corner of Hillsborough
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.
Wednesday 30 October

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 24 Oct
Map:
Approx: $0
Club Night

Newsletter folding night: Be the first to experience the latest club news hot off the
press, and help the club get ready their next batch of the ongoing saga of the adventures,
trails and tribulations of the Christchurch Tramping Club. A good social time to catch up
and plan for future exploits out in the hills, whilst assisting the club with their monthly mail
out.
Saturday 2 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Andrew Tromans 379-2686
atromans@gmail.com

Hooligan: The Hooligan Range is accessed from the Lake
Sumner road. It's an area the club has not visited that much and it
deserves more attention. The Hooligan itself (1582 m) is some
1000 m above the road - steep at first, flattening into about 3 km
of undulating tops travel. Take plenty of water and enjoy the views
out over Lake Sumner itself and the surrounding Hurunui country.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 31 Oct
Map:
BV23
Approx: $25

Sunday 3 November

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158

The Stones from the back: This trip begins from Stony Bay
Saddle (or Richards Bushblock) and runs down Stony Bay Rd
before dropping into Stony Bay Stream to the 100 m contour.
Then we'll climb to the Stones (518 m) and along Lisburn Track in
Hinewai Reserve to Stony Bay Peak (806 m). We will return via
Tama Track to Stony Bay Saddle. Good views overlooking the
Pacific and some great Banks Peninsula bush.
Tuesday 5 November 6:15 pm
Departure point: Corner of
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Hillsborough

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 31 Oct
Map:
BY25
Approx: $20

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
981-2045

CTC Hill climb: The CTC Hill Climb is a weekly event during
daylight saving time.on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on
Tuesday 1 October. We meet on the corner of Hillsborough
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.
Wednesday 6 November

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 31 Oct
Map:
Approx: $0
Club Night

Bryce will show us how he uses Picasa software for organizing and storing
pictures: You take tramping (and other) photos, but struggle with an adequate filing
system? To paraphrase Wikipedia, Picasa is a free image organizer, viewer and editor
for digital photos, plus an integrated photo-sharing website, originally created by a
company named Lifescape and owned by Google since 2004. "Picasa" is a blend of "pic"
for pictures and "casa" (Spanish for "house"), intended to mimic the surname of Pablo
Picasso. Bryce has been using Picasa for several years and finds it a simple way to
catalogue and organize his photos, and to share them with friends and family. He'll
explain how to get a copy of the software, a bit about what it can do, and show how he
uses it as a log of his tramping life.
Multi day trip 8-9 November

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001

BASIC NAVIGATION: Venue Friday night at the Horticultural
Halls (normal club meeting place) 7.00PM SHARP and Saturday
Little River 9.00am. (you must attend the Friday night session)
The course covers not only GPS use but the more essential
aspects of navigation such as map reading and compass work, in
the classroom Friday night and then out on the hills on Saturday.
The course gives a good basic all round insight into navigation in
the mountains. Names on the Trip list as the course always fills
rapidly.
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Grade: Training
Closes: 31 Oct
Map:
Approx: None

Saturday 9 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Mt Somers walkway: The Mt Somers walkway (north face) offers
a wonderful range of scenery: bush, rivers, gorges, volcanic
pinnacles, towering cliffs and cascading waterfalls, sub-alpine
tussock and even an old coal mine. Our goal is to walk the full
length of the walkway (excluding the south face) from Sharplin
Falls to the Woolshed Creek car park taking in Pinnacles Hut,
Woolshed Creek hut and, for the more energetic, the bus-stop and
Rhyolite Ridge. Given enough people we'll do a cross over, with
one party going in each direction. Otherwise we'll do a car-shuffle
at the start. Depending on route the total distance is between 16
km and 18 km and the total height gain from 1000 m to 1200 m.
The pace will be geriatric dignified as befitting the seniority of the
leader and the whole route is on good tracks, so the trip is at the
easy end of moderate or the harder end of easy-moderate.
Sunday 10 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Map:
BX20
Approx: $25

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz

Mt Berard: This is being run in conjunction with the inaugural
Banks Peninsular Walking Festival so there will be many non CTC
members participating. Mt Berard is not labelled on most maps.
It's a 790 m peak above Akaroa, just south on the main-ridge
saddle of Stony Bay Road. The walking will start from near sea
level in Akaroa township and wind up the hill via farmland and
regenerating bush. After reaching the summit and inspecting the
earthquake damage, we will heads south and west, under
Brasenose and down Lighthouse Road back to town for tea and
nibbles.
Tuesday 12 November 6:15 pm
Departure point: Corner of
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 7 Nov

Hillsborough

Closes: 7 Nov
Map:
BV20
Approx: $20

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
981-2045

CTC Hill climb: The CTC Hill Climb is a weekly event during
daylight saving time.on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on
Tuesday 1 October. We meet on the corner of Hillsborough
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.
Long Weekend 15-17 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy Mod

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 7 Nov
Map:
Approx: $0

Leader: Andrew Tromans 379-2686
atromans@gmail.com

Lake Morgan: A west coast trip to an scenic alpine lake. On day
one we wander up the Crooked river. The following day we climb
up to the lake and the nearby hut. The last day will be spent
traveling across the tops and back to the cars. A nice mix of
river/track/bush and alpine tops.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 7 Nov
Map:
BU20 BU21
Approx: $40

Long Weekend 15-17 November
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Lynette Hartley 338-0922
lhartley@canterburymuseum.com

Old Ghost Road (by MTB) and Denniston Plateau exploring.
West Coast.: Make the most of Show weekend and head to the
west coast. Lynette has schemed up a plan to take a bunch of
bikes. We will explore the southern half of the Old Ghost Road
(from Lyell). http://www.oldghostroad.org.nz/ and then have a day
exploring Denniston plateau. Both days can be adjusted to suit
any skill or fitness level. Cost will depend on numbers but Lynette
intends to arrange a van and bike trailer. Expect about $70 vehicle
cost, accommodation (3 nights camping or backpackers). and a
share of a bike trailer hire as a minimum. Contact Lynette to get
on this limited numbers trip. Note this is a 4 day trip and will
require taking a day off either before or after the long weekend.
Tuesday 19 November 6:15 pm
Departure point: Corner of
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Hillsborough

Map:
BR22 BR21
Approx: Contact
Leader

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
981-2045

CTC Hill climb: The CTC Hill Climb is a weekly event during
daylight saving time.on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on
Tuesday 1 October. We meet on the corner of Hillsborough
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.
Saturday 23 November
Departure point: TBA for Friday night

Grade: All
Closes: 7 Nov

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 14 Nov
Map:
Approx: $0

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz

Mt Rolleston: After having been deferred several times earlier in
the year due to inclement conditions and leader issues, we were
defeated in September by difficult snow conditions. The intended
ascent route via the Otira Slide involves a sustained climb is in
excess of 1400 m and steep and exposed in some parts.
Participants will need snow skills, appropriate experience, ice axe,
crampons and helmet. We will be leaving on Friday evening,
staying the night at the club hut in Arthurs Pass and starting early
on Saturday morning. Depending on the weather forecast, the trip
date could change to Sunday. This trip will be limited to six
participants plus the leader.
Sunday 24 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Hard
Closes: 21 Nov
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30 +
Accom

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Pudding Hill Stream: This gives us a varied round trip in the Mt
Hutt forest, starting in the Awa Awa Rata Reserve and walking up
the Scotts Saddle Track to the ski field road through mixed forest
and then tussock tops - height gain around 600 m. From the road,
we follow a track through forest to reach Pudding Hill Stream
which we follow for about 6 km and then back to the reserve.
Round trip approx 12 km.
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Grade: Easy Mod
Closes: 21 Nov
Map:
BX20
Approx: $25

Tuesday 26 November 6:15 pm
Departure point: Corner of
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Hillsborough

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
981-2045

CTC Hill climb: The CTC Hill Climb is a weekly event during
daylight saving time.on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on
Tuesday 1 October. We meet on the corner of Hillsborough
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.
Sunday 1 December 7 am departure
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Map:
Approx: $0

Leader: Andrew Tromans 379-2686
atromans@gmail.com

Mt Kruse - Blue Mt - Mt Seymour crossover trip: These three
peaks lie in the St James Range, running south from Lake
Tennyson and immediately west of the Tophouse Road. Ideally
we will need at least two cars and sufficient participants to run
parties in both the northward and southward directions. After
climbing ~800 m to the main spine of the range, there is about 8
km of tops travel with undulations up to ~200 m before
descending back to the road. Note the 7 am departure time.
Tuesday 3 December 6:15 pm
Departure point: Corner of
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 21 Nov

Hillsborough

Approx: $40

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 28 Nov
Map:
Approx: $0

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001

RIVER CROSSING COURSE: Undertaking a river crossing
course is the closest thing we have in the CTC to a compulsory
training course, in NZ everyone heading to the hills, even easy
day tramps needs to have good river crossing skills and more
importantly the skill to decide not to cross! With a large number of
our new members from overseas where river crossing skills are
almost entirely absent this course is a 'must do' for these
members. Again get your name down on the list as this course fills
fast and places are limited.
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Closes: 28 Nov
Map:
BT24

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
981-2045

CTC Hill climb: The CTC Hill Climb is a weekly event during
daylight saving time. On Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on
Tuesday 1 October. We meet on the corner of Hillsborough
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.
Saturday 14 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui @ 12
NOON

Grade: Moderate

Grade: Training
Closes: 12 Dec
Map:
Approx: None

Trip Reports
14th September 2013

Mt Rolleston
Somewhere at Arthurs Pass there is a kea nest made of car window rubbers. If you are the
lone kea we heard as we headed up the Otira valley at 6.10am mid September tread/fly
very carefully.
I don't know who you are. I don't know what you want. If you're looking for ransom, I can
tell you I don't have any Trill (or whatever they call that budgie food) but if you return my
door rubber now, that will be the end of it. I will not look for you, I will not pursue you and
your kea family, I will not.…..
No wonder keas need to be protected.
Anyway 12 keen and motivated CTC members headed up the Otira Valley in what
promised to be a perfect weather window.
The steep cliffs of Mt Philistine on our right and the track below were covered in fresh
snow but an hour and a half saw us at the bottom of the Otira slide, the scene of some
recent large avalanches.
(The avalanche website had advised of a moderate avalanche risk and to use caution
when route finding and assessing the slopes).
With this in mind Karl our rope carrier and chief step plugger zigzagged with haste up the
lower slopes in the deepening powder.
Snow the consistency of polystyrene meant we progressed up a vertical trench; as fast as
you swept powder aside more would take its place.
Various swimming strokes were employed to gain height until the slope steepened and
then came a layer of hardish ice beneath powder where crampons where needed.
At this point some of the party (including the trip leader) were not happy with the
conditions, and the prospect of reaching the top and back safely (and before midnight).
We made the call to turn back, or at least the leader and two others did.
A trio that were ahead saw no reason to quit and forged on and the rest not willing to turn
back so early followed them.
The natives were revolting! Let them!

Panorama of the ridge to Mt Philistine
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Having served an apprenticeship in snow flogging (I’m ashamed to admit that because of
similar conditions I once took 25 hours to climb the East ridge of Mt Arrowsmith, reaching
the summit at 8pm and then arriving back at the hut at 5am), I didn’t see why others
shouldn’t also learn to take their medicine the hard way.
So down at Slide basecamp two backsliders and I practised snow anchors while we
watched the progress of the hardier specimens attempting to gain the Goldney ridge.
It seemed they were staying amongst the rockier ground to avoid the worst of the powder
and ice.
But alas eventually even they were repulsed;
Soon the delinquent children returned to their Dad.
No hard feelings. Honest!
Mt Rolleston is not a hard climb but it isn’t a tramp either.
Twelve people is very unwieldy in such conditions and probably on any route that is more
technical than just out and out tramping.
There is a danger of the blind
following the blind.
The issues were:
1. Deep loose snow on ice giving a
possible avalanche risk in the
afternoon. (See avalanche report
above).
2. Deep loose snow on ice giving
difficult ascent and even more
difficult descent conditions again in
the afternoon when the heat is on
the slope.
3. And finally the slow snow flogging
conditions which meant we would
probably top out at 4pm and get
back to the cars at 10pm.

Mt Rolleston
But then the snow flogging is not a safety issue just one of how masochistic you are.
So I don’t have any problems on that one.
Good on you team!
Participants were Sharon Brophy, Gareth Caves, Ian Dunn, Arno Grueber, Karl Holdorf,
Richard Kimberley, Laurayne Robb, Sam Newhouse, Radu Popovici, David Selway,
Xiaoqui Jiang, Bryce Williamson.
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25 August 2013

Castle Hill Peak via Mt Plenty
Winter just would not be winter without a trip up Castle Hill Peak - but ohhh that windseared start on Porters Pass, that grind up Foggy Peak and down and up again,
those interminable plodding steps up sliding scree and dirty snow ... But no - try the new
improved route instead. Somewhat paradoxically, this huge step forward for tramping-kind
starts over 100m below Porters Pass (at about 700m) and begins with an almost vertical
ascent through a mixture of spaniards and matagouri that carries on for about 500m before
it relents even a tiny bit and allows the punctured and bleeding party to regroup without
pincushion sound effects reverberating from every surrounding peak. However, it says a
lot for the unmitigated dismal purgatory of Foggy Peak that the start from the Ghost Creek
road bridge is still much more enjoyable, even for trampers unattuned to the personal
habits of the Marquis de Sade. And it has the added advantage that it gets about a third of
the total climb out of the way quite efficiently.
We paused for a brief moment of silence in honour of Uncle B's lost toboggan (generously
comforting Susan by saying that the disappearance of such a much-loved family pet was
surely not really totally her fault) on Mt Plenty (1459m) and then carried resolutely onward
and upward. After lunch just below the snowline we met an Over-Forties Tramping Club
expeditionary force at about pt 1882, wrapped in silent contemplation of whether the final
few hundred metres were really worth the effort. It was not entirely clear whether most of
them subsequently departed, quite rapidly, in the direction of the summit purely in an
attempt to get away from 17 CTCers or because they had genuinely convinced themselves
- by invisible colloquy - to continue the attempt. The Over-Forties people already being
well-spiked in the footwear department, most of us sat down to wrestle with our own
crampons - only dare-devil Richard K eschewing such artificial aids in the contest against
gravity. Far be it from any of us to allow even the passing thought that such an
experienced mountaineer could have possibly just f******** to bring them to cross our base
little minds.
Following the clawmarks of the intrepid (or fleeing) Over-Forties party we made the misty
summit in the early afternoon. Officially it is 1998m, but the many gps's in the party agreed
that, with the snow, the final altitude reading was definitely over 2000m. It was not cold on
the top and it was some time before we wandered off in the direction of pt 1941 and our
descent spur. Richard the leader had spotted what looked like a good scree run down as
we came up and it proved to be one of the best that even connoisseurs like Bryce had
experienced for a long time. Max and young Isaac had managed to find their own way
down ahead of the main group and missed a run that both would have enjoyed
immensely. The scree deposited us neatly in Ghost Creek, so after a short break we
followed the stream out to the road again, collecting Max and Isaac and destroying a few
wilding pines on the way out.
Many thanks as usual to everyone for a great day: Richard Lobb, Isaac Brunton, Jovan
Andric, Pablo Oliveira, Bernhard Parawa, Craig Bunt, Simon Barr, Max de Lacey, Richard
Kimberley, Stewart Smith, David Sutton, Gareth Caves, Kate Taylor, Kerrie Maynard,
Susan Pearson, Bryce Williamson, Jenny Harlow.
Photo credits: Richard Lobb and Bryce Williamson.
For a quite professional and entertaining video clip of trip, see Pablo's creation
at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73lkKr_aRBc.
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21-22 August 2013

Mt Damfool, or "Mt Stupid"
"Fortune favours the bold and actively assists the stupid"
Trog 1999
We’re we fools to attempting such distant objective with such a fickle weather forecast? It
seemed the forecast changed every time it was renewed on the MetService website but
nonetheless we set off on Steve’s long delayed Mt Greenlaw trip.
Not exactly certain of how to get
there, Jonathon and I drove off to
meet Steve, Cristina and Angela at
the Glenthorne shearers quarters
and, after some shuffling back and
forward with cars, we found
ourselves loaded in Steve’s 4X4 and
heading up the Avoca river valley.
Common sense would dictate that
Ampitheatre Creek would be the
furthest you could push a 4x4 up the
valley but know-one had told Steve
that. He got the bit between his teeth
and began driving through the most
washed out gravel beds imaginable.
Just when we thought we had truly
Moraine Flat
come to the end of the line, Steve
would find another path that "Looked OK" and push his vehicle to the limits of its ground
clearance and continue driving. We were following a trio of hunters who had travelled up
river on motor bikes. We drove past the spot where the hunters had given up on wheels
and started walking and soon after we passed he hunters themselves. Driven by his baser
rev-head instincts, Steve managed to move us an enormous distance up river (10 minutes
walk to Avoca hut anyone?).
With an unexpected amount of time on our hands that afternoon we decide to perform a
reconnaissance up valley to look see if the proposed route up Mt Greenlaw seems
feasible. The track up valley starts in a pleasant manner but then we have to thrash our
way through a horrible dense patch of bush with large amounts of windfall. Luckily this
section is very short and we soon start boulder hoping up to Moraine flat. Beyond Moraine
flat we reach the snowline and we begin walking on snow that is quite firm until you step
near a rock hidden underneath the snow and without warning, one leg sinks into the snow
above your knee. Before we left the hut, I had insisted on everyone taking all their climbing
gear with them in case the route seemed easy and the weather remained clear. Sadly, the
route up Mt Greenlaw from the Avoca River side seems to go up through a set of narrow
gullies that wind through a series of bluffs and the weather seems to be descending rather
than lifting. As sleety showers begin to fall we beat a hasty retreat to the hut.
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5am the next morning I get up and check
the weather – cloudy but no rain. Wait an
hour and see if it clears according to the
forecast. 6am weather check – still
cloudy and still no rain. Eventually we all
get up and we begin walking again soon
after 7am. Steve notes that a group’s
collective enthusiasm evaporates quickly
once it starts walking mist and rain and
he insists that we select an objective
before we climb into the nasty weather.
After some debate we decide to go to
Avoca col and see if we can make our
way around to Fools col to climb some of
the intriguingly named peaks around
there. Once again we thrash through the bush, cross the moraine and climb through the
soft snow and continue up to Avoca col. At the col we are presented with a stunning view
over Greenlaw creek and up the Waimak river. The mountains are covered in snow and
the pristine white covering contrasts beautifully with the dark grey clouds hovering out to
the east. We attach crampons and head slightly east before front pointing down a short
steep slope at the head of Greenlaw Creek. From there we sidle and climb up to Fools col.
Now we are looking down into the head of
the Anti-Crow river with Echo and Gizeh
cols on the opposite side of the valley and
Mt Damfool (or "Mt Stupid" as Jonathon
soon christens it) only about 30 metres
higher than us on our left. We quickly
ascend the steep slopes and achieve the
summit (2030m). Angela is appointed our
head fool for being the first to reach the
summit and we have the obligatory
stunning views across to Mt Rolleston and
Mt Franklin under a slate –grey sky.
We decide the quickest way back to the hut
is by retracing our steps and we arrive back
at the hut by about 3pm and, after the
requisite brew, we all pack up and walk ten
minutes back to Steve’s 4x4 and begin the 2 hour drive back to the road end.
A special thanks to Steve for pushing the driving to the limits and making, what could have
been another unfulfilled weekend, into a successful and memorable trip.
Trampers: Steve Bruerton, Jonathon Carr, Cristina Zablan, Angela Lowery, Andrew
Tromans
Photos by J Carr.
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7-8 September 2013

Camping with Mavis (Lake Mavis that is)
After such a mild winter we have a mild but damp and windy start to spring. After a short
discussion at the cars we opted not to take the tents and to head to the Goat Pass hut
instead. We started from the parking spot opposite the old coach road next to the
TranzAlpine train line where we waved to the tourists as the train passed us. We set off in
our trainers and sandals across the Bealey river to avoid having wet feet for the whole
weekend. We then tramped up the side of the Mingha river through the bush and up the
valley to the top of Dudley Knob before
heading down to Mingha Bivouac,
where we sat and ate lunch. Whilst
having lunch the wind started to pick up
and we all moved on for the last hour’s
trip up to the Goat Pass hut. As we got
to the summit of the pass between the
Mingha valley and Deception valley we
were hit by the wind and the wet mist
but 500m later we had the warming
sight of the hut. We had finished walking
at around 3.45pm which meant only one
The Group Crossing the Bealey at the Start
thing, time to put the billy on!
The Goat Pass hut was clean and functional and we had a comfortable evening and night
as the wind and rain bashed the hut until around 2am. Great decision not to camp
Bernhard!
Sunday morning couldn’t have been
nicer as we set off to Lake Mavis after
leaving half our weight in the hut. The
climb up the scree to the saddle was
without incident and once we reached
around 1400m and the snow line we
decided we would continue in our
crampons and have some fun in the
snow. Bernhard lost a crampon walking
around the Lake and Jonathan retrieved
it and returned it to him before we
headed back towards the scree for a
speedy descent back to the hut where
we had another cup of tea and some
lunch.
All we had to do then was the long walk
Sunday Morning outside the hut
out back to the car crossing the rivers
on our return before heading to the Bealey hotel to round off the trip next to the fire having
a drink.
Thanks to Bernhard Parawa for leading accompanied by Bryce Williamson, Andrea Zahn,
Chris McGimpsey, Anna Herlender, Natasha Sydorenko, Jonathan Carr, Andrew Tromans,
Lovisa Eriksson, Adrian Radcliffe and for the first day Conrad Dekker.
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14 September 2013

Lunch in Lyttelton
At the civilised hour of 10:00 am, there seemed only to be Richard and I ready to tramp
over the port hills to Lyttelton but then Chris and Judy and Jeannie turned up, Adam
appeared from his tradesman’s van and Winsome walked up just in time to start up the
Rapaki track. At the cattle grid we were greeted by David Cook who had added challenge
to the tramp by walking from home and coming up the valley to join us. Just after that we
were caught up by Astrid and Gonzalo. Any further hopeful but late trampees failed to find
us as we took a shortcut to avoid various obstacles on the summit road.
The day was sunny with a cool gentle wind, perfect tramping conditions. As we walked
along the road, we walked past and around clusters of boulders which had until very
recently hung above the road like so many swords of Damocles. Geovert have been doing
serious work to make the road safe to traffic.
Ron was already at the cafe, having
cycled around to meet us, and we
all managed to be served with
various tasty dishes in a reasonable
time. Well yes, there was some
confusion over Winsome’s order but
it turned out that this was due to
David having eaten it. He said he
was only half way through when he
realised it was not what he ordered
– Yeah right!
We
decided
to
take
the
Whakaraupo track back as an
alternative to going back up the
Bridle path. It was my intention to
Along the Summit Rd
branch off at the Stan Helms
junction but the hares at the front did not notice the junction and we ended up following the
Whakaraupo back to the top of the Bridle path. Despite this track being officially closed it is
in very good condition and appears to have been recently maintained which is probably
why the Stan Helms junction was missed. I noticed that the sign marking the junction had
gone and the track is looking very overgrown. Stan Helms track passes underneath bluffs
and then climbs up to Whakaraupo lookout and trampers on it would be exposed to a
higher potential risk than on the Whakaraupo. Unsurprisingly common sense is dictating
which closed tracks are being used and maintained and which are not.
Back at the top of the Bridle path we elected to follow the crater rim walkway until it too
disappeared into potentially dangerous country, whereupon we dropped back down onto
the road, shortcutting back to the Rapaki saddle as before.
I had a lovely day, so thanks to everyone that came along to keep me company.
Trampers: Richard Lobb, Astrid and Gonzalo Rodriquez, Chris McGimpsey and Judy
Drew. Jeannie May, Winsome Brown, David Cook, Adam Marshall and Susan Pearson
(leader and scribe)
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Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.

More about the CTC
Club Officers
President:

Andrea Zahn

382 1044

Senior Vice
President:

Alan Ross

384-6425

Junior Vice
President:

Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Secretary:

Angela Lowery

03 3529914

Treasurer:

Cristina Zablan

03 374 6354

Club Captain:

Adrian Busby

325-5001

New Members
Liz Van Ekeris
Rep:

337-0948

New Members
David Cockeram
Rep:

337-0948

Day Trip
Organiser:

Bryce Williamson

351-6366

Weekend Trip
Organiser:

James Hopkins

03 967 5003

Social
Convenor:

Silvia Horniakova

021 264 8430

Gear Custodian: Thomas Matern

354-4309

Editor:

342-3735

Sam Cook

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Hut Bookings:

027 212 7498

Bernhard Parawa

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings,
phone Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 or 027 212 7498; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329;
or if they’re both away, Andrew Wrapson 980-6006. Hut fees are $15 member, $15
member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids under 12. If you find any problems or
maintenance required, please tell the hut convenor, Steve Bruerton, ph 322 6196.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Thomas Matern, ph. 354-4309. Note: club
gear assigned to you is your responsibility;
please take care of it. Please make sure you
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the outside of your pack can be easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This may result in serious damage to your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not
used, and report any damage to the gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 24 October 2013 – Thanks.
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