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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or
associate, with a $5 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
electronically.
Sarah Chauvin above the PoulterFor more about how the club operates, see
Waimakariri confluence (from Mt White trip) the last two pages.

News
New Members Welcome: We welcome four new members to the club this month: Sally
Maynard, Chris Underwood, Angie Scott and Jennifer Bowker. Please accept the club's
warm welcome to you all.

Tramper of the Month: Silvia Horniakova
I am from Slovakia. I don’t have any siblings, but my mum and dad still live there. I did a Masters
in management at Uni, but instead of a career I am pursuing my travelling and mountaineering
dreams around the world. I came to New Zealand because it is as close to my dream country as it
can get. I work for Bivouac Outdoor as buyer/program assistant.
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Barrow Col, above Annette Plateau
What was your first day trip? I went on my first trip with CTC in August 2010 to Kaka Hill with
Bruce Cameron. They took me to a place I didn’t even know existed before and it was beautiful.
Since then I've been hooked and I wanted more. Later on I met some awesome people here, my
first true friends in NZ! :) These days I am venturing into the Alpine Club and Mountaineering
Club, but the CTC will always be my old home.
Did you tramp before joining the CTC? My parents were members of Teachers tramping club and
tramping was part of our life since I was able to walk. In my teenage years I abandoned it, but
then it came back to me in full power and I realized the simple beauty and happiness of living in
the nature and climbing mountains.
Who or what had the biggest influence on your tramping days? I was fortunate enough to meet
great and inspiring leaders who introduced me into New Zealand ways of tramping – Richard
Lobb, Bryce Williamson and Richard Kimberley – thanks guys! :)
Have any interesting or funny things happened to you while tramping? In my early tramping days
in NZ I got lost on a solo tramp while descending Ben Lomond (above Queenstown) to Arthurs
Point. It was getting dark and started snowing and I was lucky enough to spot a lonely hut with a
wood shelter. I made myself at home for a night in this shelter, which was very well equipped and
even managed to construct a sofa next to my fire. I was set to wait the night and then retrace my
steps back to Queenstown. However my friends initiated rescue and SAR team found me around
2am lying cosily next to the fire. It felt very embarrassing to learn that about 20 people were
walking all around the place in freezing night looking for me, while I was all cosy and warm. Next
day I made it with my story to The Otago Daily Times and later on to Wilderness magazine.
Your favourite hut? At the moment it is French Ridge Hut. I stayed there with my partner this
Xmas holiday as a part of our 6 days trip through Matukituki valley onto the Quarterdeck (part of
the Bonar Glacier under Mt Aspiring). It is quite a hard work to get up there and it sits on a
beautiful remote spot under Mt French and Mt Avalanche overlooking Matukituki valley. Sitting on
the front bench and watching sunset over Mt Barff felt truly amazing.
Your favourite day tramp? I try to do something different every weekend and lately I really fall for
overnight or longer trips, but the day trip I could do over and over again (I’ve already done it about
6 times) in any kind of weather is the beginning of Heaphy track from Kohaihai to Heaphy Hut and
back. This is certainly one of the most beautiful and wild places very close to my heart. Closer to
home, you can’t beat the Camp Saddle loop in Craigieburns in winter (also good in a complete
whiteout for practice:)
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Your favourite weekend (or longer) tramp? This must be my recent 5 days trip to Garden of Eden,
because it took a year of dreaming, planning, gaining knowledge and experience to be able to do
it. And it was all worth it. I have a soft spot for glaciers and snowfields and if I see anything white
on the tops, I just want to get up there. I also very much enjoyed the mighty Bonar Glacier with Mt
Aspiring pointing out of it and Annette Plateau snowfields, which I visited this Xmas holiday.
What future trips are you most looking forward to? There are many mountains I would love to
climb and places to go- just to find the time to fit them all in! In the near future I am planning to do
Mt Owen at Easter, then later in the month Mt Longfellow and Mt Guinevere with Alpine club guys.
Also would love to do winter climb of Mt Rolleston and Mt Murchison. My bigger projects for the
future are multiday trip to Olivine Ice Plateau and more transalpine trips including crossing the
divide. October this year is reserved for Nepal, where we are going to do some trekking, but also
spend some time exploring the country and culture.

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Social: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital). A
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits
served. If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Silvia Horniakova 021
264 8430 or email silwika@yahoo.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp,
and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.
Thursday 2 May

Club Night

Newsletter night: Be the first to read the latest news hot off the press, and help get the
latest newsletters into the envelopes ready to be sent out to our club members. This will
also be a chance to meet our new committee members.
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Saturday 4 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Mt Vulcan: This trip was scheduled for 27 April in the March
newsletter. It's nice easy 4/5 hour trip in the coastal hills north of
Waipara with good views of the coast and Motunau Beach. It is a
few years since this trip was done, so here is a chance to visit Mt
Vulcan and nearby Mt Venus. In Roman mythology, Vulcan is the
god of fire, married to Venus, goddess of beauty and love. Around
200 m height gain, mainly on farm tracks and a total round trip of
about 10 km.
Sunday 5 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 2 May
Map:
BV25
Approx: $20

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
bryce.williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Rome Ridge to Avalanche Peak: Avalanche Peak is probably
the most popular day walk in the Arthurs pass region. Normally it's
done as a loop from near the village. But an alternative and more
adventurous round trip starts towards Mt Rolleston via Rome
Ridge, and then turns sharply south to Avalanche Peak. The
views are spectacular and the ridge is as exposed as it looks from
the road.
Thursday 9 May

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 2 May
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30

Club Night

Pike River and Hollyford as shown through the photos of an expert photographer:
Come & hear Kerrie & Scott talk about their circuit trip up the Pyke river & down the
Hollyford valley in Fiordland, hear about their adventure & some of the people they met
on the way.
Saturday 11 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: James Hopkins 029 770 7973

Bobs Knob via Lake Rubicon: Lake Rubicon is a pretty little
body of water tucked amongst the foothills south of Mt Torlesse.
We intend to reach it starting Brooksdale Road and walking along
a tributary to the Rubicon River (after "crossing the Rubicon"
itself). From the western end of the lake we'll climb a spur to Pt
1261 m then turn south west to Pt 1220 m, popularly known as
Bobs Knob. It's then a short descent down a scree slope and a
dogleg spur to the Big Tree parking area where a conveniently
enshuffled car will be awaiting us.
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Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 9 May
Map:
BW21
Approx: $15

Weekend 11-12 May
Departure point: Caltex Russley @ 7am

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Centre Creek, Packard Peak, Thesis Peak: Early start Saturday
morning, 7am at Caltex Russley. We will 4WD in to the Avoca
Valley, 1st five names on trip get a guaranteed ride the 8kms up
the farm track. From the map it looks a gentle 6km up Centre Ck
before a 400m climb up to a camp by a tarn beneath Packard
Peak. On Sunday a ridge traverse around to Thesis Peak then
hopefully we'll find a scree run back down to the valley.
Saturday 11 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 2 May
Map:
BW20 BV20
Approx: $40

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Pudding Hill for Lunch: Located South Canterbury between the
North Ashburton River and Pudding Hill Stream (Reserve) in the
Pudding Hill Range is Pudding Hill (868 m). Often seen, but not
recently visited despite its great views over the plains and Mts
Hut, Alford etc. Using farm tracks we will traverse the ridge till
lunch* then return, perhaps on another farm track. Technically an
easy tramp mostly on farm tracks with to 480 m Height gain. *
Bring a potluck Pudding to share on Pudding Hill
Sunday 12 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 9 May
Map:
BX20
Approx: $25

Leader: Bruce James 332-3473

Red Peak via Mt Torlesse: Red Peak (not to be confused with
Red Hill) is a significant summit (1853 m) on the Torlesse Range,
just north-east of The Gap. It gets its name from the up-tilted layer
of red, ultramarfic rock that stains its flanks. Red Peak is slightly
isolated by the fact that it lies on the hard side of The Gap and
orthogonal to the Mt Torlesse-Junction-Back-Otarama Peak axis.
On this trip we'll tackle it by ascending Mt Torlesse and then
circling around in an anticlockwise direction, over the target and
down the steep southern ridge into the upper reaches of the
Kowai River.
Thursday 16 May

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 9 May
Map:
BW21
Approx: $15

Club Night

Club trip to Aussie? Year clearly we go that far! Let's find out where they went- by
James Hopkins: Koala's, Kangaroos, Apostles (lots of them), Tim's Place, Bern(h)ards
Magic, Coffee, Food, Wine, Holdens, Fords, Great Ocean Road, Rain Forest, Gum
Trees, Sock Puppetry, Snakes, Bull Ants (BIG ones) & Forest Fires... Just some of the
things that make up a CTC trip to Oz. Come and see the imagery and share the stories of
our recent 12 day trip to Oz. Oh yeah - there was a bit of walking too!
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Saturday 18 May Early departure - 7 am
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Antony White 03-550-7166
phoenixantony@gmail.com

Mid Hill: The club hasn't gone up here for quite some time (if at
all?), yet it can be clearly seen from the Bealey Spur. We'll start at
Cora Lynn and follow the Cass-Lagoon track to Lagoon Saddle Aframe Biv. After crossing the Harper River we'll climb steadily up
to the top of Mid Hill (1823m). We could come back the same way,
but might return over Mt Bruce or the saddle just south of Mt
Bruce. Total height gain for this trip is at least 1300m, and it will be
a long day. Note the early (7 am) departure time from Caltex
Russley.
Saturday 18 May Raincheck - Sunday 19 may
Departure point: Princess Margret Hospital, 9
am

Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Mount Herbert Assault: Inspired by the RTC's all out assault on
Mount Herbert (919 m) from as many routes (and grades) as
possible, Bruce is leading a family (child-suitable) tramp from
Purau Saddle. It will be in the direction of the summit but is a kids'
trip and so may not reach the summit. Super easy tramping mostly
on farm tracks. Very weather dependent so note the raincheck for
Sunday 19th. Height gain: 360 m, distance 12 km. Note the
leaving point and time: Princess Margret Hospital 9 am. Families
should email leader TecBruce@gmail.com for more information.
Weekend 18-19 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 16 May

Grade: Easy
Closes: 16 May
Map:
BX24
Approx: $10

Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980-6006

Hawdon Hut: We will start at the Hawdon Shelter and follow the
Hawdon River upstream to the spacious Hawdon Hut. The track
stays near the riverbed all the way so the total height gain on this
trip is about 80m. The Hawdon Hut is a quite new 20 bunk hut
next to the river with a great view. From the hut there are options
to walk up to Twin Falls or even further to a nice tarn on Walker
Pass. Please make sure that you have got a valid hut pass or 3
hut tickets.
Sunday 19 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 9 May
Map:
BV21
Approx: $35 + hut
fees

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Hinewai/Otanerito Bay: Hinewai is a beautiful bird and bush reserve
on the eastern side of Banks Peninsula, accessed from the Summit
Road above Akaroa. It has a wide range of native forest including
some original remnant beech and newer plantings that are becoming
established (despite a recent bush fire). We'll see and hear plenty of
native birds too, especially bellbirds, wood pigeons, pipits, grey warblers,
brown creepers and even, perhaps, tui. There are plenty of loop options
of varying terrain and distance depending on weather and whim.
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Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 16 May
Map:
BY25
Approx: $20

Thursday 23 May

Club Night

Weather Web Sites, which is best?: We will have the internet. I want members to show
me their favorite weather web site. Convince me (and others present perhaps) that your
favorite site is better than last weeks newspaper forecast that I currently use. We might
all learn something and I could be forced to upgrade!
Saturday 25 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Peak Hill: Pat Barrett rates it 'unequivocally outstanding' as a
viewpoint and a 'special place for mood and light' and he has
surely seen a few of the best! There is good access via a wellgraded track up to a small saddle from where you can see into
both the Rakaia and out over beautiful Lake Coleridge. From the
saddle we'll continue up through the tussocks to the broad summit
at 1240 m, to give about 600 m height gain altogether. A great trip
at any time of year.
Weekend 25-26 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 23 May
Map:
BW20
Approx: $25

Leader: Gareth Gilbert 981-1737
gilbert.gareth@gmail.com

Cannibal Gorge Hut: A good trip on a good track to a good hut -ideal for those looking to get into weekend tramping. We'll start at
the Lewis Pass, walk up the St James Walkway to the Cannibal
Gorge Hut, just 7km distance and less than 200m height gain. We
might carry on to the Ada Pass Hut, depending on the group. On
Sunday we'll retrace our steps back to the Lewis Pass. These are
serviced huts and 3 hut tickets or an annual hut pass is required to
stay there.
Sunday 26 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 16 May
Map:
BT23
Approx: $35

Leader: Jenny Harlow 349-2280
pumpkinnz@gmail.com

Mt Richardson: Mount Richardson (1047 m) is one of a set of
classic north Canterbury foothill tramping targets. Starting from the
Glentui Bush picnic area, it loops through about 12 km of beautiful
beech forest and (fire-cleared) tops, affording great views of the
Canterbury Plains and Lees Valley. Some sections of the ~700-m
climb are rather steep, but the tops section is easy going. We will
return via the Blowhard Track then follow the true left of the
Glentui River back to the cars.
Thursday 30 May

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 23 May
Map:
BW22
Approx: $15

Club Night

Newsletter folding night + what to carry in your winter day pack ***Attention new or
perspective members***: After we have folded the newsletter we will go through what
you MUST carry on a winter day trip to be safe. New or perspective members please
make an effort to come along.
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Saturday 1 June
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Alastair Brown 338-1324

Mt Ida: At just under 1700 m, Mt Ida is the tallest of the quasiconical, glaciated lumps between Lake Coleridge and the
Craigieburn Range. In recent years its ascent has become a fairly
regular CTC event - a stiff climb of ~1000 m followed by an
equally long scree-run descent with an option of swimming back
along Lake Ida (perhaps not a sensible option in June?). The
scenery includes spectacular views up the Wilberforce, Avoca and
Harper Rivers and across to the Craigieburns and Mt Olympus.
Long Weekend 1-3 June
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 30 May
Map:
BW20
Approx: $25

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

Paparoa Range Tops (West Coast): Make the most of the long
weekend provided courtesy of Her Majesty. Be ready to leave
Friday night - 7pm. Travel to the Wet Coast (spelling intentional)
and stay the night over there. On Saturday ascend the range via
the Moonlight Track and camp on the tops. (1,000m height gain).
On Sunday wander along the range and descend to Croesus hut.
On Monday make the easy wonder down the Croesus track to the
road and drive home. 1st June is the first day of winter so clearly
warm gear will be needed! The scenery will be stunning so
definitely take a camera. If weather is no good in the Paparoas the
trip will proceed elsewhere as leader has a non-refundable, nonexchangeable leave pass from family so you will be sure of a
great low stress weekend! Trip list closes strictly on 23rd May as
numbers need to be confirmed for Friday night accommodation.
Thursday 6 June

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 23 May
Map:
BT19 BT20
Approx: $70 + 1 Hut
night

Club Night

Lets go to Malta and Cyprus with our own guide Chris Curry: After the verbal trip
reports from the Easter trips we will learn about "Malta the fortress and Cyprus the
divided country". Chris is an experienced guide and his commentary will be as
entertaining as the photos.
Sunday 9 June
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Mt Thomas: A popular club trip in the North Canterbury foot hills.
Starting from the picnic area,we go up the Wooded Gully Track to
a saddle, then along the Ridge Track to the summit with great
views of the Canterbury Plains. Back to the picnic area via the
Summit Track. Around 600 m height gain.
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Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 6 Jun
Map:
BW23
Approx: $15

Saturday 15 June
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Antony White 03-550-7166
phoenixantony@gmail.com

Mt Philistine: Matthew Arnold (Victorian writer, poet and general
self-confident arbiter of what's-what in the late 19th century)
characterised the aristocracy as Barbarians, the middle classes as
Philistines, and the working class as the populace. So today we
attempt the middle classes, all 1967 m of them. The Philistine
bluffs have a bit of a reputation, but there is a good route up
through them for the cognoscenti, and after that there is more rock
and scrambling to Philistine itself. Those happy on rock that may
move of its own volition will have a great day, with views to die for,
a nice energetic scramble, and a bit of class rivalry thrown in. And
of course the admiration of the too-fat-to-fly kea in the village as
you relax in a virtuous glow afterwards with tea or ice-cream.
Please note, helmets will be compulsory on this trip, and let the
leader know in advance if you need to borrow one.
Saturday 22 June
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 13 Jun
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30

Leader: Bruce James 332-3473

Shingle Peak: Celebrate the shortest day with a trip in the Black
Hills. Shingle Hill is situated next to Black Hill on the south side of
the Rakaia valley. After a few kms of 4WD track, we have about
900 m of straight-forward climbing to the top at 1873 m. Great
views of the Rakaia valley. Ice axe and crampons are required.
Sunday 23 June
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 20 Jun
Map:
BW20
Approx: $30

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Tiromoana Bush: This easy trip follows a walkway to the east of
the Kate Valley Landfill. The track loops around from the Mt Cass
Road to a cliff lookout (Tiromoana means "view of the sea"). We
will go to a beach, then up to the Ella Peak Scenic Reserve and
return via the Ella Ponds Wetlands which are being protected and
restored.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 20 Jun
Map:
BV25
Approx: $15

Trip Reports
29 March - 1 April 2013

Cobb reservoir - Aorere valley: South to North group
Eight trampers, two cars, arrive Thursday evening 2200 hours at Riverside Motor Camp,
Murchison, expecting to find mattresses placed by the management for our use in the
main hall but, like the management there was none to be found so we did what all good
well prepared trampers do: they use what's in the back-pack for the hard ground.
Next day we arrive early in Motueka to collect Oliver, who joined the crossover party with
Lovisa, Andrew, Antony starting at the Collingwood end. The group of five starting at
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Motueka end had an easy day driving inland to the Cobb reservoir and an easy four hour
walk along the Cobb river valley track to the beautifully positioned 10 bunk Fenella Hut
near a swimming tarn. Saturday morning our party of five were up early for a day of clear
ridge traversing weather following cairned routes to 3 bunk Lonely Lake Hut for lunch; then
up to a ridge before a steep tree-swinging decent where we believe we passed the
crossover party of four before reaching the Anatoki river where after 400 meters upstream
we found just enough flat space for our three tents next to a circle of rocks where we lit
and sat next to a comforting fire before retiring after our 10 hour day. During the night the
weather deteriorated into a windy, wet Sunday morning and a little miserable for us
compared to the weather we had been blessed with; so we woke early to have breakfast
and be packed and ready to go before day break to ascend to the saddle east of Mt
Douglas and west of point 1435 to Adelaide Tarn four bunk Hut which made for an early
lunch break. As we walked away from the hut the wind was increasing and causing slow
travel along steep ridges difficult before the eight bunk Boulder Lake hut came into view.
But, getting to the hut included a few hours trying to negotiate the tallest of head high
tussocks on flat wet land just prior to reaching the hut, amounting to an 8:40 hour day.
Monday morning was another early start to complete the whole trip in the Aorere river
valley which took an arduous and longer time than expected of six and a quarter hours for
which Max was shouted an ice cream as appreciation for his best estimation (once again)
that we would reach the vehicle at 1330 hours.
Max DeLacy, Alan Ross, Warwick Dowling, Tomyu Hu, Martin Brown (scribe).
13 April 2013

Mt White and ridge
11.7 km and ~1350 m height gain over 6.5 hours.
Mt White has been on the CTC trip list fairly regularly in recent years, but for some reason
or another it’s been cancelled nearly as often. On this day we had our permissions lined
up, a great weather forecast and an early start in case anything went wrong. In the end it
was an enjoyable day, but not without some unusual extraneous incidents.
On a warmish Saturday morning, twelve of us assembled at the Papanui Z station, with
two others to be picked up on the way. We reached Springfield just before 8 am expecting
to meet Rodney, who most definitely wasn’t there. Eventually Warwick resorted to using
his cell phone to discover that (a) Rodney was still in bed; (b) Rodney thought the trip was
on Sunday; and (c) there was no chance of Rodney getting to Springfield before we had
departed. (The unintended benefit of this delay was that the jumbo sausage rolls had time
to heat up in the Springfield Store). It was about 8.20 am by the time we departed
Springfield, so we had lost some of the advantage of the early start.
We arrived at Mt White station about 9.40 am and parked up at the west end of Lake
Letitia to get our bearings. At this point it was discovered that the front right tyre of Pauline
Lamb’s brand new Range Rover was flat. Team work soon had the car jacked and the
tyre replaced with a pneumatic space-saver, not necessarily the best tyre for the road
ahead.
After Richard Kimberley (in his brand new Navara – a Black Beast to replace the Blue Bus)
had led us on an paddock jaunt past a derelict water-wheel and a gravestone, we headed
(back) along the rough farm track north of Lake Letitia, arriving at the base of White Spur
about 10 am. Pauline, Richard and Warwick then shuffled cars another 5 or 6 km up the
Esk valley while the other ten of us set off up the spur.
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White Spur is mostly a rather gradual climb with occasional steeper bits of chunky scree.
The pace was leisurely, knowing that the drivers would have to catch us up. By noon we
had reached a flatish region at ~1400 m where we regrouped, enjoyed the scenery and
partook of first lunch. We then set off for the summit, reaching it about 1 pm for second
lunch. With plenty of time (we thought) waiting for the drivers, we settled into the tussock
to enjoy the sun and views. At this point, Jonathan discovered that his expensive new
camera was missing. His best guess was that had fallen out of his pack at the first-lunch
spot, about 350 m lower and 2 km south of us. What then to do? First thought was that
the drivers might have found it on their way up; but Richard, who actually arrived before
the tail end of the advance party, said he had seen nothing. So Jonathan set off retracing
our path. Pauline and Warwick arrived to say that they had not seen the camera either,
and soon after Jonathan returned empty handed, muttering something about insurance
excesses and how he didn’t particularly like that camera anyway.
The summit stop was more than an hour long and we didn’t start along the ridge till about
2.15 pm. However the weather remained fine and the going was fast. We “chased” a
dozen or so quasi-feral sheep ahead of us and saw a couple of keas before arriving and Pt
1680 m, the northern end of the ridge, about 3.40 pm. This peak has a broad summit
plateau with stunning views up the Esk River and Nigger Stream and across to the
Puketeraki Range.
About 4 pm we started the descent, initially down steep scree and then along a more
gentle tussocky ridge, arriving at the cars right on 5 pm. That it was still light was much to
the relief of a couple of participants who hadn’t brought headlights!
We had thirteen participants and two large four-wheel drives. We could squeeze six
people into the cabs of each vehicle, which left Karl to ride in the back of Richard’s Beast
for the surprisingly long and bumpy trip back the base of White Spur. When we got there
Karl was encased in dust and speaking in a hoarse whisper. There was one last hope that
Jonathan’s camera had fallen out here, but a quick search for it proved fruitless.
As we travelled along the gravel road back to Mt White Bridge the sun was setting and it
was quite dark by the time we reached the Yellow Shack in Springfield for tea, coffee,
ginger beer, pizza and other assorted goodies.
Thanks to leader Warwick for a great trip, and to the drivers, Warwick, Richard and
especially Pauline, who dealt easily with driving on a rough 4WD track with a space-saver
tyre. (For the information of those in Richard’s wagon, I spent the latter part of Sunday
afternoon listening to Deep Purple turned up load on the stereo.)
Participants: Warwick Dowling (leader), Chris Underwood, Richard Kimberley, Esme Park,
Sarah Chauvin, Pauline Lamb, Susan Pearson, Jonathan Carr, Bob Nye, Karl Holdorf,
Angie Scott, Michael Lavarias and Bryce Williamson (scribe)
[Addendum: On Monday 15 April, Jonathan borrowed Bryce’s GPS (with the first-lunch
stop marked as a waypoint) and conned a friend into joining him on a camera hunting
expedition up White Spur. And believe it or not, he found one! However, on returning to
his car he also found that he had left his lights on and the car battery was flat. He and his
off-sider were just starting to walk out when a host of burly hunters rescued them. But I’ll
leave the telling of that story to Jonathan.]
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Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.

More about the CTC
Club Officers
President:

Andrea Zahn

382 1044

Senior Vice
President:

Alan Ross

384-6425

Junior Vice
President:

Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Secretary:

Li Li

021 236 3211

Treasurer:

Cristina Zablan

03 374 6354

Club Captain:

Adrian Busby

325-5001

New Members
Liz Van Ekeris
Rep:

337-0948

New Members
David Cockeram
Rep:

337-0948

Day Trip
Organiser:

Bryce Williamson

351-6366

Weekend Trip
Organiser:

James Hopkins

029 770 7973

Social
Convenor:

Silvia Horniakova

021 264 8430

Gear Custodian: Thomas Matern

354-4309

Editor:

342-3735

Sam Cook

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings,
phone Bernhard Parawa 981 4931; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329; or if they’re both
away, Andrew Wrapson 980-6006. Hut fees are $10 member, $10 member's partner, $20
non-member, $5 kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please
tell the hut convenor, Steve Bruerton, ph 322 6196.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Thomas Matern, ph. 354-4309. Note: club
gear assigned to you is your responsibility;
please take care of it. Please make sure you
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the outside of your pack can be easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This may result in serious damage to your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not
used, and report any damage to the gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 26 May 2013 – Thanks.
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