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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or
associate, with a $5 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
electronically.
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

News
New Members Welcome: We welcome Eleven new members to the club this month;
Winsome Brown, Mathew Tracy, Gareth Pritchard, Conrad Dekker, Chris McGimpsey,
Pablo Soares De Oliveira, David Rowley, Nikky Kear, Joshua Johnson, Charlie Lane and
Guillaume Clin. Please accept the club's warm welcome to you all.
Annual Mid Winter Breakfast Report: We had 30 odd (and a couple of not so odd)
people at the annual Mid Winter Breakfast and subsequent LooLoo of the year award.
Which is to vote for the person who has done the silliest thing during the year.
The nominations were.
1, Bryce Williamson for leaving his raincoat behind on a cold wet and windy winter day trip.
Apparently he looked really good walking round inside an orange pack liner. He said he
was warm and toasty except for his arms that were cold. It was also noted that if a
helicopter rescue was required they would not need to look hard. Bryce believes that this
arrangement performed better than Gortex. Sure the manufacturers will quickly produce
some scientific testing to clarify this!
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2, Alan Ross for ending up with a 2 person tent for 3 blokes up on the tops on a weekend
trip. The hardiest bloke chose to sleep outside (not the nominee). Others on the trip
speculated Alan was aiming to share the other tent with the 2 ladies on the trip...
3, Andrew Smith for volunteering to go ahead and collect Andrea's car from the carpark
and bring it to the track end, BUT loosing key the only key in the tussock on the way. After
over an hour of searching in the tussock, within an area clearly defined by Andrew as
being that area he MUST have lost the key, it was eventually found outside the search
area!
4, Adrian Busby while on a caving trip (non club trip). No-one is too sure which was of the
many factors behind the nomination were the most disturbing. 1st nomination was for his
stunning "Onesey" costume. 2nd nomination was falling over while going to the loo and
hitting his head. 3rd nomination was leading the party through a cave and being unable to
fit through a "squeeze" that he has been able to get through in the past. The party then
had to go back the (long) way they had come in even the successful passing of the
squeeze would have seen them at the exit in a matter of minutes. 4th Nomination was
Adrians decision to remove said Onesey (see 1st nomination), in the belief that the onesey
was the reason he could no fit through the squeeze. Question is what does a caver wear
under his Onesey? 5, Jonathan Carr. This is the extremely brief version. On a Mt White
day trip, upon reaching the top he noticed he has lost his camera. He descended 400-500
m and looked round the scrog stop area for it. On not finding it he rejoined the trip and
walked out, guessing that he must have left the camera at the car. Upon arriving back at
the car it was confirmed that he had not left the camera at the car. This camera being
worth well over $1,000 motivated Jonathan to take the next day off work to go look for it
(its not a short drive). He convinced a fit female friend to join him on the pretence of
training for an upcoming endurance event. Following a GPS track he quickly found the
offending camera in the tussocks at the 1st scrog stop (at which time Jonathan's ulterior
motive became apparent to the female companion). This should have been enough for a
good nomination but there is more... After going on to the top in a quick time they returned
to the car to find the battery flat. Some bright spark (pun intended) had left the lights on.
Jonathan directed the woman to push the car to crash start it. After about 1 km (Jonathan
said she was fit) they gave up on trying to push start the car. Dejected they started walking
out. They were saved only by a group of blokes coming in to the station who provided a
jump start. After Jonathan got by far the most votes and so won the award, after which he
informed the group "I don't even like that camera much"
See you next year where there will be no doubt be a fresh bunch on nominees to vote for!
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Tramper of the Month: Andrea Zahn
Native to Germany, I made my first visit to New Zealand as a tourist in December 1999 and
immigrated in 2004 to see if I could make it work. The original plan was to stay for 2 years then
go back. Well, almost 9 years on I'm still here. Starting tramping in New Zealand I had to learn
the ropes: There is not necessarily a track; way-markers are not quite as obvious as in Germany
and don't show the distance yet to go. Rivers and streams are crossed with your boots on through
the water - not over a bridge, and there is a reason why everything is in the pack and not dangling
on the outside - bush-bashing anyone? I discovered the meaning of scree runs and bum slides
and learned how to use an ice axe and crampons. What a wonderful escape from my office job
as an accountant. Now I keep forgetting how it was when I started out - my sister wasn't
impressed with her wet boots when I took her tramping on her last visit.
When did you join the CTC? July 2010
How did you find out about the Club? Via the internet
and people I met who used to be members and
recommended it.

The CTC president, bugging.

Did you tramp before joining the CTC? I did grow up
doing day trips with my family and carried on with that
over the years - mainly in Switzerland and not very
regularly. Coming to New Zealand I did the odd trip but
felt my knowledge of the local conditions was very
poor! All those gone-missing tourists put me off too - I
didn't wanna be one of them.

What was your first day trip with the CTC? A planned trip to Tiromoana Bush where we ended up
stopped by a closed gate due to fire danger. We then went up Mt Grey instead - only 2 out of 6
made it to the top :)
And your first weekend trip? I don't do first weekend trips - I went to do the Able Tasman for 4 days
and thought it was a good idea to carry half a loaf of banana bread with me. I only felt comfortable
with my back pack on by day 4 otherwise my back hurt :) We should have had the club night with
the physio before that - but would I have listened?
Have you been on the Club Committee? Ha ha, I still am - I'm currently the president of the club. I
did mention earlier that I am an accountant: at my first AGM I was elected treasurer of the club.
Thanks Jim :) – I did that for two years before 'advancing' to president.
What future trips are you most looking forward to? I have just booked to do the Milford Track next
year. Over time I want to tick off all the Great Walks but I'm aware that there are many as-yetunknown-to-me trips in the backcountry which are probably less crowded, less expensive, and
way more impressive than the Great Walks.
Have any interesting or funny things happened to you while tramping? There is hardly a club trip
that goes without anything funny or interesting happening. I've seen Blue Ducks and Rock Wrens,
and had my longest day out tramping while doing the three passes which showed me how I react
when I get really tired! Also I handed over my car key to a fellow club member once to speed up
the car shuffle – only to spend more than an hour with the whole group searching for them in the
tussocks up in Temple Basin in order to get us all home. That much to speed up things!
What interests or hobbies do you have, other than tramping? I do enjoy skiing and snowboarding,
mountain biking and organic gardening - my little backyard needs a makeover so that is a project
to tackle in spring.
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Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital). A
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits
served. If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Silvia Horniakova
021-264-8430 or email silwika@yahoo.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm
sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.
Wednesday 31 July

Club Night

Newsletter folding night: Be the first to experience the latest club news hot off the
press, and help the club get ready their next batch of the ongoing saga of the adventures,
trails and tribulations of the Christchurch Tramping Club. A good social time to catch up
and plan for future exploits out in the hills, whilst assisting the club with their monthly mail
out.
Saturday 3 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron txt 022-1885905 365 8210 Tecbruce@gmail.com

Coastal Exploring: Kaiapoi to Kairaki Beach: Starting at the
Information Centre by the Kaiapoi Wharf, we will follow the
Pegasus Bay Walkway via the Askeaton Park to Kairaki Beach,
returning the same way. (Great activity for kids. Weather
permitting, buggies are OK. Check with leader first.) Time: 4 - 5
hours. Distance ~ 8 km.
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Grade: Easy
Closes: 1 Aug
Map:
BW24
Approx: $10

Saturday 3 August (depart at 7 am)
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Brian Dougan 027-844-7914
srotje@yahoo.com

Lewis Tops: Starting from the St James Walkway car park at the
top of Lewis Pass, we will head west and up about 700 m to the
rolling Lewis Tops, with great views up and down the Maruia
Valley, and across to the Freyberg, Libretto and Opera Ranges.
We will see what else we can do on the day once we are on the
top. There is likely to be plenty of snow, so ice axe and crampons
will be required. This will be a great opportunity for those on the
recent snow skills course to hone their abilities. It's a fair distance
to drive to Lewis Pass, so it will be an early (7 am) start.
Weekend 3-4 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 1 Aug
Map:
BT23
Approx: $40

Leader: Andrew Tromans 379-2686
atromans@gmail.com

Cameron hut and Arrowsmith Range: Located behind Mt
Somers, the Arrowsmith Range is far larger and steeper than the
surrounding foothills. 5 or 6 hours tramping, with only a little
climbing towards the end, will get us to the 8 bunk Cameron hut.
Bring your snow toys and have a wander on Cameron glacier or
simply laze around enjoying the spectacular winter views from the
hut on to the Arrowsmith mountains. Especially keen trampers
may have a go at Mt Arrowsmith itself.
Sunday 4 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate to
ModHard
Closes: 25 Jul
Map:
BW18
BW19 BX19
Approx: $40 + CMC
hut fee

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Bob's Knob: Bob's Knob is a 1261-m bump in the Torlesse
region on the ridge running along the true left of the Kowai River.
We start from the Big Tree car park and climb up the ridge to the
Knob (about 600-700m height gain), where we can admire the
views up across to the Torlesse Range and down to Lake
Rubicon. By continuing along the ridge a bit we can get a nice
scree-slope descent to the huts (snow conditions permitting) and
then walk back along the Kowai River to the cars. It's about an 1112 km round trip, some 600-700m height gain. Remember your
winter tramping gear. If there's a lot of snow about we might take
ice-axes, in which case instructions on their use will be provided to
newcomers. Ask the leader if you're uncertain.
Wednesday 7 August

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 1 Aug
Map:
BW21
Approx: $15

Club Night

Alaska with Gareth Gilbert: Big Mountains, bears, bugs and other beasties Gareth will
talk us through the month that he and Lisa spent in Alaska two years ago. See how close
they got to grizzlies. Hear about their boat trip up the inside passage and see a glimpse
of the vast wilderness that is this remote state of the US.
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Saturday 10 August

Leader: Bruce Cameron txt 0221885906
365 8210

Middle Rock: A continuation from the Rakaia Walkway for
pampered trampers ! This is the next section of the Rakaia River
and its super views of the Alps, Black Hills and Mount Hut Range.
An easy tramp with afternoon tea ($10) provided at the Middlerock
a
high
country
Station
by
our
hosts.
More
at
www.middlerock.co.nz
Kids
ok,
contact
leader
first
TecBruce@Gmail No buggies. Time: 4Hrs Height: 400m
Weekend 10-11 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Easy
Closes: 8 Aug
Map:
BX20
Approx: $20 + $10

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 0272127498

Kirwins Hut - Reefton: (Formerly Mt Brown Hut trip - destination
changed to seek greater bunk capacity.) This hut has recently
been upgraded with double glazed windows. Coal is flown in for
the fire making this hut warmer than many New Zealand houses!
The walk up to Kirwans Hut is one of New Zealand's classic
overnight tramps. A three day loop can also be made by going
down the Waitahu Valley. There are some incredible historic relics
to be seen in this area including the Kirwans Reward mine, an
aerial ropeway and the Lord Brassey stamper battery. The well
formed track up to the hut was originally hand crafted by miners.
Serviced Hut Fee is $15.
Sunday 11 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 1 Aug
Map:
BV19
Approx: $50

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Mt Evans from Port Levy: Mt Evans is the high hill above
Adderley Head on the east side of Lyttelton Harbour. Normally its
climbed from the west, starting from Camp Bay, but this time we'll
be approaching from Port Levy to the east. Time and weather
permitting, we might continue north along the crater rim towards
the harbour head, returning along farm tracks above Port Levy.
Wednesday 14 August

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 8 Aug
Map:
BX24
Approx: $20

Club Night

CTC 1947: commentated by Arthur Peters, Noel Tweedie, Jim McKie and Merve
Woodham: Come and view Old fashioned river crossing, the making of The Oxford
Hut,The Rees Dart track and footage of the Kaikoura rail tunnels being constructed. This
movie was digitally adapted by our club Patron: Rex Vink.
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Weekend 17-18 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Max De Lacey 03-688-8342

St Winifred Hut - Havelock Valley: Please ensure you contact
the trip leader to join this trip! St Winifred Hut is a historic hut
dating back to 1959, but don't let that put you off, a CMC working
party set to it in 2004, upgrading it with a porch, new stainless
steel benches, chip heater, new toilet and - wait for it - solar
lighting. Surrounded by many stunning peaks up to 2500m it is a
great winter spot. Access is a easy moderate day walk up the
Havelock valley (you will get wet feet!). Sitting on the 900m
contour on the western flank of the flat and wide Havelock valley it
is a sunny spot with grand views. If you want an Easy-Mod tramp
in a stunning setting this is it! Contact Max for details. Meeting
point will be Mt Somers township by arrangement. Access will be
via Erewhon station. Trip will be subject to river levels.
Weekend 17-18 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Easy Mod +
River travel
Closes: 8 Aug
Map:

BW17
BX17 BX18
Approx: $30 + CMC
Hut fee

Leader: Li Li 021 236 3211

Cow Stream Hot Pools by MTB: Cow Stream Hot Pools are a
great little spot located on the St James Cycle trail. Located on a
tributary of the Edwards River these hot pools are accessible by
bike or foot. The ride (walk) from Tophouse Road (out the back of
Hanmer) is short and easy(ish). The super keen can do the St
James Cycle trail as a full loop (high fitness & full day required).
As it is winter there will be no pesky sandflies to bother us.
Accomodation can be tenting near the hot pools.
Weekend 17-18 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade:
EasyMod/M
TB
Closes: 8 Aug
Map:
BT24
Approx: $30

Leader: James Hopkins 03 967 5003

Mt Adams: DATE TO BE CONFIRMED - Silvia Horniakova, our
friendly resident Slovakian, is planning an trip to Mt Adams. The
trip is ModHard - 2000m height gain & you will definitely need
snow skills. The trip will depart Friday evening (maybe afternoon)
and camp at Lake Ianthe. At this stage the date is to be decided it will be late August or maybe september. As this is a we(s)t coast
trip it will be a case of look at the forecast on Wednesday and if it
looks awesome then the trip is on. So if you are keen for an
awesome trip to a West coast Peak (2223m) with views over the
Garden of Eden, you have the skills and you are flexible with the
date then get hold of Silvia H to be on the list so that when the
ballon goes up you are included in the excitement.
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Grade: ModHard
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 8 Aug
Map:
Approx: $TBA

Saturday 17 August 7 am departure
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Antony White 03-550-7166

Mt Philistine: This is a rerun of a trip in the Arthurs Pass region,
scheduled for June, but abandoned on account of bad weather.
The Philistine bluffs have a bit of a reputation, but there is a good
route up through them, and after that there is more rock and
scrambling to Philistine summit. Helmets will be compulsory on
this trip, so let the leader know in advance if you need to borrow
one. Ice axe and crampons, along with knowledge of how to use
them, are also necessary. Note the early start time.
Wednesday 21 August

Grade: Moderate
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 15 Aug
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30

Club Night

Evening with Nutritionist: My name is Jules. I am looking forward to meeting you all at
the Tramping club to discuss nutrition. I am an ex Chef and have combined my passion
for food with my love of herbs and nutrition. Recently I have moved to Christchurch from
the North Island and now work as a Naturopath, Nutritionist and Herbalist,my focus is on
food as medicine. The topics I will be discussing include: Energy requirements for a one
day hike, overnight and multi day hike, Menu planning and preparation, High energy and
sustained energy foods, Nutrients required for endurance and recovery.
Saturday 24 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Bealey Spur: This is a very popular track through sheltering
beech forest to the snow line. Starting above the baches at Bealey
Spur we'll climb up to the charming old musterer's hut at about
1240 m. The ridge opens up in places to reveal immense views
over the Waimakariri River and to the mountains beyond. There
will probably be snow around, especially in the open areas. Usual
winter warm layers, plus a walking pole and gaiters may be useful.
The hut is about a 450 m climb from the cars and the round trip is
about 10 km.
Weekend 24-25 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Grade: Easy
Closes: 22 Aug
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Leader: Bruce Cameron txt 0221885906
365 8210

Glenthorne Basecamp: Departs Friday Evening. Teaming up
with the PTC for this one - Staying in the UPPER Glenthorn Lodge
located up the Wilberforce River Valley beyond Lake Coleridge
with super views. Comforts of home, Hot showers, flush loos and
close to the divide. Itenary, Arrive Friday Night. Sat tramp &
Potluck tea. Sunday tramp then home. Bruce CTC is planning 2
EASY tramps to Fang Hill Hut and to Gargarus Saddle, Lake
Lillian. Run in conjunction with "Peninsula Tramping Club" who
are planning some more challanging trips. Full details & any ideas
email leader TecBruce@Gmail.com
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Grade: Basecamp
Closes: 15 Aug
Map:
BW19
BW20
Approx: $35 +
Accom

Sunday 25 August
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Castle Hill Peak via Mt Plenty: At 1998 m, Castle Hill Peak is the
highest point on the Torlesse Range and a common tramping
objective. Normally it's tackled from Porter's Pass over Foggy
Peak. On this trip we'll take an alternative route, starting from the
SH73 bridge over the Porter River up to Mt Plenty and then along
a pleasant spur to the main Torlesse ridge, about 1 km south west
of Castle Hill Peak. Depending on the inclination of the
participants, the trip could be closed with a loop over Pt 1941 m
and down the spur to Ghost Creek. Ice axe and crampons
required, along with knowledge about how to use them.
Wednesday 28 August

Grade: Moderate
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 22 Aug
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Club Night

Newsletter folding night: Be the first to experience the latest club news hot off the
press, and help the club get ready their next batch of the ongoing saga of the adventures,
trails and tribulations of the Christchurch Tramping Club. A good social time to catch up
and plan for future exploits out in the hills, whilst assisting the club with their monthly mail
out.
Thursday 1 August
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bruce Cameron txt 0221885906

Mount Brown (499m) North Canterbury: Nestled below Mount
Gray this ridge gives great views of Waipara Pass, 3 Deans and
the Canterbury Plains this is a ridgeline ambulation on rolling
farmland. Kids ok, contact leader first TecBruce@Gmail No
buggies. Exposed : 4Hrs Height : 499m
Weekend 31 August-1 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 1 Aug
Map:
BV24
Approx: $15 + $1
donation
Leader: Brian Dougan

Lake Christabel, Rough Creek: This trip has a history - it has
been cancelled at least twice due to bad weather and the last trip
the participants endured some rather wet conditions. This time
there will likely be snow - but the Lewis Pass tops are stunning so
it will be worth it. The direction of travel will depend on weather
with preference given to being on the tops in the best weather.
The walk from the lake to Blue Grey Creek is easy beech forest
tramping. The route via the poled route up and over the tops to
Rough Creek is what makes this a Moderate trip. You will almost
certainly be walking in snow.
Wednesday 4 September

Grade: Moderate
(requires
snowskills)
Closes: 22 Aug
Map:
BT22 BT23
Approx:

Club Night

:
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Saturday 7 September
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bruce Cameron txt 0221885906
365 8210

Mount Pearce (737m) :: Another of Bruce's Banks Peninsula
ridge-line exploring trips, with a couple of bumps for good
measure. Located above Pigeon Bay and often seen on other
tramps. An Easy high-road start, we follow farm tracks to Pearce
(737 m), then loop around over Pigeon Bay Peak (628 m) along
ridgeline back to our starting point. Easy travel on tracks and
grazed land. Kids ok, but contact leader first. No buggies. Time: 4
hours.
Saturday 7 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 5 Sep
Map:
BX24
Approx: $20 + $10

Leader: Antony White 03-550-7166
phoenixantony@gmail.com

Mt Aicken: Mt Aicken (1858m) is a commanding peak directly
east and above Arthurs Pass township. There is a good but steep
track through the bush and then a lovely section up through alpine
scrub and rocks. Well above the bush line there is a more
exposed section between Pt 1863 m and Aicken where you need
to be happy with a little scrambling. There are various options for
the return, including a descent over Mt O'Malley or off the back of
Aicken down to the Mingha. Ice axe and crampons and the ability
to use them will be necessary. An early start is also likely - contact
the leader.
Weekend 7-8 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 5 Sep
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 0272127498

Camping with Mavis (Lake Mavis that is): Lake Mavis is an
idyllic spot above goat pass. The Mingha Deception track has a
weird name and is the route of the coast to coast - but don't worry
- we will just be walking it and there will be no deception aye
Bernhard? We will take the easy/mod track from Greyneys Shelter
up the Mingha, over Dudley Knob and on to Goat Pass Hut. From
Goat Pass Hut we will strike east up a spur to gain 500m quickly
to our camp site . Bring your winter tent and winter sleeping bag.
Expect snow, expect a frozen lake, expect AMAZING views of all
the peaks around. Bring your Ice Axe and Crampons as CTC
members have been known to head up the peaks behind the lake
and even Mt Oates from here, besides you might need them to get
to your camp site anyway. Oh yeah - bring some shoes to cross
the Bealey at the start, or you will have wet boots the whole
weekend!
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 29 Aug
Map:
BV20
Approx: $35

Sunday 8 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

Mt Torlesse: After a stroll up the pretty Kowai river to the huts we
start up the long southwest spur of Torlesse to the summit (1961
m). There is about 1300 m total height gain, but the intention is to
take our time at an easy/moderate pace. Ice and crampons will
almost certainly be needed. This trip will provide an opportunity for
trampers who have recently completed the snow-skills course to
refine those skills and extend their experience.
Wednesday 11 September

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 5 Sep
Map:
BW21
Approx: $15

Club Night

:
Saturday 14 September
Departure point: Rapaki Road car park -- 10
am

Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914

Lyttelton café culture: Starting from the car park at the top of
Rapaki Road, we'll head up the Rapaki Track then east along the
Crater Rim Walkway (or Summit Road) and down the Bridle Path
for lunch in Lyttelton (bring money). Once sated we'll head back in
the opposite direction with the possibility of variations, depending
on which tracks have been opened. Despite this being rated easy
and social, there will be about 500 m of hill work. Note the late
departure time and different meeting point. If you will have trouble
getting to Rapaki Road then contact the trip leader.
Weekend 14-15 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy/Social
Closes: 12 Sep
Map:
BX24
Approx: $0 + lunch

Leader: Gareth Gilbert 981-1737

Boyle Flat Hut: Located on the St James walkway the walk in to
Boyle Flat Hut is graded EasyMod for those who want to walk in
on Saturday and walk out on Sunday the same route. The
"moderate" trampers can walk in or return over the top via "Faust"
which may require ice axe & crampons. Additional option is to pop
up to Sylvia Flats to check out the Hot Pools before we head
home.
Sunday 15 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui @ 7am

Closes: 5 Sep
Map:
BU23 BT23
Approx: $35 + hut
fees

Leader: Bruce James 332-3473

Shingle Hill: Shingle Hill is situated next to Black Hill on the south
side of the Rakaia valley. After a few kms of 4WD track, we have
about 900 m of straight-forward climbing to the top at 1873 m.
Great views of the Rakaia valley. Ice axe and crampons are
required, and note the 7am start time.
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Grade: Moderate
with easier
options

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 12 Sep
Map:
BW20
Approx: $30

Wednesday 18 September

Club Night

:
Saturday 21 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Pigeon Bay Walkway: This walkway is (unsurprisingly) in Pigeon
Bay. It follows the eastern coast of the bay about 7 km out the
Wakaroa Point, from where the cliffs of Godley Head and
Scarborough can be seen in the distance. Ideally, we will return
via and alternative route, yet to be determined.
Sunday 22 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui (7 am start)

Closes: 19 Sep
Map:
BX25
Approx: $20

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 0272127498

Mt Clara: Mt Clara is a 1945 m peak in the St James Range
behind Hanmer. It will be accessed via Fowler Pass and over Mt
Pickett, with a possible return to the cars via the flanks of Mt
Catley. The height gain will be of the order of 1000 m. The leader
has guaranteed that weather will be fine, but there is likely to be
plenty of snow so ice axes and crampons will be required. Note
the early start time.
Sunday 22 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy/Mod

Grade: Moderate
(requires
snow skills)
Closes: 19 Sep
Map:
BT24
Approx: $40

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Mt Lyndon: Mt Lyndon is the hill that overlooks Lake Lyndon just
over Porters Pass. Starting from the south-west end of the lake
we'll climb ~700 m via a low saddle to the summit at 1489 m.
Depending on conditions we might then head west, towards Red
Hill with a bail-out option from Pt 1494 m over Pt 1244 m. If there's
a lot of snow about we might take ice-axes, in which case
instructions on their use will be provided to newcomers. Ask the
leader if you're uncertain.
Wednesday 25 September

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 19 Sep
Map:
BW21
Approx: $15

Club Night

:
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Saturday 28 September
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Antony White 03-550-7166

Mt Guy: This is a moderate 1319 m peak in the
Hakatere/Ashburton Lakes area, directly north east of Lake
Clearwater. We'll park as near as we can get to the eastern end of
the lake, then cross Lambies Stream to pick up Lake Clearwater
Circuit Track to the western end of the hill. From there it's a ~650
m climb over about 3 km up a long ramp to the summit, where
great views are to be had to all points of the compass. The return
route is somewhat more direct, with the height being lost over little
more than a kilometre.

Grade: EasyMod to
Moderate
depending
on route
Closes: 26 Sep
Map:
BX19 BX18
Approx: $30

Wednesday 2 October

Club Night

:

Trip Reports
29 June 2013

Barrosa
Being an account of the inaugural trip of the Christchurch Snow Voles Expeditionary Force
...
Mt Bealey being suspected of dastardly avalanching intentions, we switched trip
destination to Barossa - carefully chosen to be in the heaviest snow zone just to make
sure that nobody missed out on any eagerly-anticipated step-plugging exercise, but with
approach route nicely protected from the strong north-westerlies and with a nice ridge to
go up. Choosing the alternative destination was in fact about the limit of any leadership
required, expected (and probably even tolerated) of me for this experienced group. Ah yes
- and the stipulation of a quite unnecessary early start, of course.
We met the expected fresh snow but
the way up was made considerably
easier by the efforts of some skiers
who had evidently broken the trail
fairly recently. Morning tea was
enlivened by Richard's attempt to get
his congealed laksa soup out of his
thermos. Refusing Joanne's offer of a
spoon (what, an accredited Snow Vole
condescend to such a prosaic
implement?) he eventually extracted
the lump of coagulated e-numbers
and monosodium glutamate with his
ice axe.

Queuing up the summit ridge
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As we neared the top we became very aware of the strength of the north-westerly we were
still sheltered from as the spindrift swirled like a sparkling dust-storm above us. Lunch on
the summit was eaten crouching behind various large boulder.
We experimented briefly with an alternative route down via pt 1106 but found the snow
much thicker and softer and soon gave up. Klemens, however, triumphantly extracted a
snow-vole accelerant bum-pad from his pack and kindled bum-sliding mania in most of the
party. The most unlikely, soft, barely gradiently or barely snow-covered slopes were tried
with enthusiasm, despite encounters with rocks, spaniards and snowdrifts and jeers of
derision from the non-sliding minority. Thus we made our way, sometimes more under
than over the snow, to the bottom of the ridge and trotted off across the paddock back to
the cars.

View over Lake Emma
It is well-known that snow-voles require a very high food intake to maintain metabolic
equilibrium (don't contradict me Craig - expert knowledge is no excuse at all for casting
doubt on the complete and unexaggerated veracity of any trip report of mine) so not only
did we have an extra biscuit ration before setting off home, but stopped at Rakaia for a
top-up as well. The quite unnecessary 7am start came into its own finally, with everyone
home nice and and early and with no excuse to not do everything else they should have
done that day.
Jenny Harlow (nominal vole-herder-in-chief and vole-in-charge-of-pen), Bryce Williamson
(flying vole), Richard Lobb (soup vole), Warwick Dowling (trip cost vole), Ian Dunn (camera
vole), Bernhard Parawa (humming vole), Tom Hu (uncommited vole), David Sutton (why a
vole?), Sam Newhouse (retro vole), Craig Bunt (I am not a vole), Louisa Erikkson
(practical vole), Andrew Tromans (why-am-I-here vole), Klemens Stamfli (accelerated
vole), Joanne Parker (ski-vole), Cristina Zablan (treasurer-vole), Dougal Canard (partnerof-treasurer vole), Xiaoqiu Jiang (jumping vole), Henning Borchers (new vole)
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13 July 2013

Goat Hill (almost)
12.6 km and ~1260 m height gain over 8 hours 20 minutes.
With the amount of snow we’ve had in recent weeks and an ambiguous weather forecast,
Warwick already had options B and C mapped out for this weekend. But on Friday, after
checking with the AP and Hokitika DoC Centres, he decided we’d go for it.
Heavy early morning drizzle in Christchurch on Saturday was unpromising, but we
optimistically talked about blue skies over Porters Pass. We were wrong. Over Porters
the drizzle (finally) did stop, but the clouds were low and the roads were very icy. Our two
cars joined a long queue of ski wagons crawling (sliding) along at about 50 km/h. Once
the skiers turned off, the clouds got higher (or, at least, we descended towards the
Waimak), but the weather was still cold and overcast through to Arthurs Pass.
As we drove through the Otira Gorge the weather cleared dramatically. We were delayed
by some roped-up chain-sawyers clearing bush from high cliffs just below Candys Bend,
so despite the 7 am Christchurch departure, it wasn’t till 10:20 am that we were actually
tramping – in bright, calm and almost cloudless conditions.

There seems to be a lot less snow on the west of the divide, so the steep initial climb up
through the bush was comfortably dry. After about an hour we re-gathered at a scrubby
bench and then spent a little while re-finding the track (never trust track lines marked on
NZ maps!). At 12.30 pm and above the bush line at about 1200 m, we stopped in warm
sun for lunch and to enjoy spectacular views across to Mt Barron and up the Rolleston
River to Philistine, Rolleston and Armstrong.
For the stage up to Pt 1392 m, we were in increasingly deep, soft snow, which made for
harder going despite the substantially shallower climb. Then, for a while, we made good
progress over rocky terrain. When we got back to snow, it was much icier and at about
1500 m, a km or so short of Goat Hill, we affixed crampons.
Up and over Pt 1578 m, the snow was perfect for crampons and we made rapid progress
along the broad ridge. By now the final stretch of ridge, which looked sharp and gnarly
from a distance, seemed much less intimidating. At this point I think that we all expected
to achieve or objective. However, about 200 m short and 50 m below it, we reached a
vertical step-down that I now realise, from photographs I took on our way up, is a
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beautifully distinct fault line. A couple of us investigated the possibility of ducking down
below this obstacle to the north. But it was quite exposed, with not much in the way of
handholds so we gave that up as too risky. The only other option was to retrace our steps
and drop down to the south. Though the exposure was less, it was still rather substantial,
and the snow was icy enough to make self-arresting little more than wishful thinking. We
need an out! Then someone very handily did a time calculation: it was now just on 3 pm
and it had taken us more the 4.5 hours to get to this point. Even going downhill, we would
be lucky to get back to the cars before dark. To the summit and back to here would take
at least an hour, and possibly a lot more since we would have to travel carefully. So, just
in terms of daylight hours, it was time to turn back. “Very sensible” we all said, “we should
head back!”
After a short pause for photos and to enjoy the stunningly spectacular views of the Aicken
Range and past Mt Alexander to golden late-sun reflections off the Tasman, we retraced
our steps back along the same route. Apart from a stop to repair Warwick’s flapping antiball plate, we initially made rapid progress. Since we were all still encramponed, we
avoided the rocks and skirted along the snowy flanks of the ridge enjoying reindeerhopping and occasional impromptu bum slides.
By the time we reached the bush line, the sun was gone. Increasing darkness in the cover
of the bush slowed us down and made it hard to follow the track. We chromatographed
into four groups of one or two, three of which ended up forging new sections of track
through the bush lawyer.
When we reached the cars, it was dark and cold. The drive back to Arthurs Pass was
punctuated by a ridiculously long red-light stop at Candys Corner and an unfortunate (for
the possum) encounter between Warwick’s car and a possum. The (not-real) fire at the
Wobbly Kea wasn’t turned on, so the few diners were treated to spontaneous CTC
clustering around the single, small, electrical convection heater. The delicious tomato
soup (enjoyed by five us – each our own serving) almost made up for the relative dearth of
heating. And Radu’s loaf of garlic bread (just a single serving) did a good job of feeding
the masses.
The skies to the east of the divide had
cleared during the day to revel a nearcontinuum of stars. The evidently foregoing
afternoon sun had melted the road ice and
dried the roads, so the trip to the
Christchurch was much less “interesting”
that had been the morning’s. Dense
Waimakariri mist along the Old West Coast
Road slowed us down a bit, but in the back
seat of the car I was contentedly bopping
along to Hunters and Collectors from
Warwick’s glove-box CD collection. We got
back to the Z station at around10 pm.

Far Enough
Thanks to Warwick for his splendid
organisation of the trip and getting the weather so well sorted. And thanks also to Warwick
(again) and Radu for their driving – especially in the morning when it wasn’t a trivial task!
Participants Warwick Dowling (leader), Angela Lowery, Vanessa Lane, Heidi Baillie, Sam
Newhouse, Radu Popovici and Bryce Williamson (scribe).
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6th July 2013

Lands End to Hilltop
This tramp starts near a location that used to rise up to 1800mtrs above sea level and now
has a high point of ‘only’ 800mtrs.
Was an island and is now part of the mainland.
Was glaciated and today just feels like it.
Was an active volcano and nowadays just hosts the odd seismic tremor.
Where are we?
160 years ago two thirds of this peninsula was covered in native bush and was teeming in
birdlife.
Now there is only 1 percent of the original bush remaining, the other existing 9% has
grown back in the last 100 years.
The rest logged between 1850 and 1900 meant the disappearance of a huge variety of
birdlife.
Amazing now to think that kaka and kakariki,
kokako and saddleback, yellowhead and
robin were here then and kiwi and kakapo
also in pre-European times.
The trip replaced the Mt Rolleston trip,
cancelled because of predicted 130km winds.
9.15am and 10 of us are assembled at the
farm gates of Lands End station on the south
western tip of Akaroa harbour.
In order to test the feasibility of a Banks
Peninsular crater rim walkway (Lands End to
Lighthouse Rd) proposed by the Chch City
On French Hill
Council, we had spared no expense and had
assembled trampers from South Africa, Germany, England and Sweden as well as the
North Island, West Island (Australia) and the Mainland. We also had a Brazilian (our
cameraman, see film footage here) and Frenchman (our translator and in case we needed
to do any historical reenactments).
9.20am and anxious to see what devastation the early settlers had wrought on our
intended route we launched upwards to Mt Bossu which according to Guillaume means
hunchback or to laugh out loud (rire comme un bossu).
This we did not do as we followed Bryce's advice to stay as true to the summit ridge as
possible. It involved us hauling our way up some precarious rock bluffs using snow
tussock and flax as hand holds.
Then after some false leads in the gorse (as usual) we found our way around the front
edge of the cliff (stunning 180 degree views of the harbour and Pacific Ocean) before
descending a short rock face.
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Note to the City Council. In the event of an eventual Akaroa harbour track it may pay to
route the mountain bike track section around Bossu not over it.
Three quarters of what you can see from this high ridgeline (we were at about 700mtrs) is
the immense expanse of wind blown tussockland that has replaced the old growth forest
that existed before European settlers arrived.
Below us the sea and sea cliffs came into view and we saw the snow capped mountains in
the distance.
We make fast time along the road and apart from an encounter with a sheep that had
managed to get stuck in a ditch and a stop for lunch we were soon standing on the summit
of Saddle Hill, 841mtrs.

Akaroa Head from Bossu
This peak and the surrounding 145 hectares of mostly silver tussock has been purchased
this year by the Nature Heritage Fund for use as a scenic reserve for which they have an
ambitious long-term view of a walkway from Christchurch to Akaroa.
Another scramble off what Bryce has christened ‘The Flight Deck’ which resembles the
front deck of an aircraft carrier and our group of ten is heading down to Wainui Pass,
another area that has been placed in a protective land covenant by the land's owners.
In the past couple of years 60 Tui have been released on the Akaroa side of the harbour
and a new marine reserve is about to be created at Dan Rogers reef at the head of the
harbour.
Attitudes are changing here and its good to see.
Soon its our last peak, French Hill and then down to the Hilltop where there's a car waiting
for the car shuffle.
Then it’s a well deserved glass of 3 Boys Porter and back to Christchurch for the gang (or
Akaroa in my case).
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Superb views on this route!
Next trip: Mt Pearce to the Cabstand.
Similar in distance and height gain, more bush and birds?
Trip participants were;
Guillaume Clin, Brian Dougan, Lovisa Eriksson, Richard Kimberley, Vanessa Lane, Kai
Martin, Chris McGimpsey, Pablo Oliveira, Andrew Tromans, Bryce Williamson.

Akaroa Harbour from Saddle Hill

Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.
Stuart Douce: is going overseas for a year later this year for a year and is looking for
someone who wants to rent a 4 bedroom house on half an acre in rolleston. Dates/rent
negotiable. email stuartdouce@gmail.com or call 960-7514
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More about the CTC
Club Officers
President:

Andrea Zahn

382 1044

Senior Vice
President:

Alan Ross

384-6425

Junior Vice
President:

Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Secretary:

Li Li

021 236 3211

Treasurer:

Cristina Zablan

03 374 6354

Club Captain:

Adrian Busby

325-5001

New Members
Liz Van Ekeris
Rep:

337-0948

New Members
David Cockeram
Rep:

337-0948

Day Trip
Organiser:

Bryce Williamson

351-6366

Weekend Trip
Organiser:

James Hopkins

03 967 5003

Social
Convenor:

Silvia Horniakova

021 264 8430

Gear Custodian: Thomas Matern

354-4309

Editor:

342-3735

Sam Cook

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Hut Bookings:

981 4931

Bernhard Parawa

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings,
phone Bernhard Parawa 981 4931; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329; or if they’re both
away, Andrew Wrapson 980-6006. Hut fees are $10 member, $10 member's partner, $20
non-member, $5 kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please
tell the hut convenor, Steve Bruerton, ph 322 6196.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of Rates for Gear Hire:
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Tent
$3/person/night
Thomas Matern, ph. 354-4309. Note: club
$4 per weekend
gear assigned to you is your responsibility; Ice axes, crampons
please take care of it. Please make sure you Harnesses, snow shovel
$4 per weekend
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
Large/small weekend
$2 per weekend
the outside of your pack can be easily packs
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
Free
This may result in serious damage to your Helmets
bank account! Please air and dry tents after Personal locator beacons Free
taking them on a trip even if they are not
used, and report any damage to the gear
custodian.
Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 22 August 2013 – Thanks.
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