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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or
associate, with a $5 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
electronically.
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

On the pole
(from trip Mts Izard, Olympus, and
Cheeseman)

News
Annual General Meeting: The 80th Annual General Meeting of the Christchurch
TrampingClub Inc. will be held at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre, South Hagley Park,
57 Riccarton Avenue on Thursday 18 April 2013 at 7.30 pm, with doors open at 7.00 pm.
New Members Welcome: We welcome eight new members to the club since the New
Year: Ryan Mehlhopt, Olivia Barron, Liz Page, Emily Donaldson-Fletcher, Duncan Bright,
Lisa McKinnon, Rachel Bassil and William Allen. Please accept the club's warm welcome
to you all.
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Tramper of the Month: Richard Kimberley
I came to Christchurch from Stourbridge, England after travelling overland through Asia in 1974. I
only intended to stay for a year but then discovered what Canterbury had to offer. I played football
for Halswell FC for several seasons before I discovered tramping and climbing. I also used to
belong to running and kayaking clubs as well as competing in the odd multisport and mountain
bike race.
When did you join the CTC? I have been a CTC
member for almost 3 years .
How did you find out about the Club? A workmate from
NZ Post was a keen member back in the 1980s and
we spent a week tramping and climbing from the CTC
Arthurs Pass hut one winter .
Did you tramp before joining the CTC? Yes I used to
do trips with my NZ Post workmates. I have good
memories of the Three Passes, Copland Pass and
Tapuaenuku, amongst others.
Who was the first CTC person you met? Jim Western.
Jim is also from Birmingham and is the CTC Social
Convenor and general Good Bloke.
Your favourite hut? Top Butler hut at the head of the
Whataroa river on the West Coast. I spent a month
possum trapping there one winter in the late 1970’s.
Your favourite day tramp? Port Levy saddle to Pigeon
Bay (aka the Double Fenceline track). I have mountain
biked and walked this tramp often and it has a lot of
character and history.

Richard scrambling up some crags on Banks
Peninsula, saw in hand, ready to do battle
with any wilding pine foolish enough to show
its needles in his vicinity. ...

Your favourite weekend (or longer) tramp? The
Copland Pass. The transition from the East coast
landscape and Mt Cook peaks to the greenery of the
West Coast bush is just great.

What future trips are you most looking forward to? Lake Minchin (for some fishing) and Minchin
Pass.
What interests or hobbies do you have, other than tramping? I’m mad about croquet and also a
bush restoration project that I share with my partner Jane on Banks Peninsula.
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Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Social: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital). A
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits
served. If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Jim Western 3775431 or email Jimwestern@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp,
and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.
Thursday 28 March

No Club Night

No Meeting: No club meeting as we are either going away for the long weekend, or we
are off to hunt for the Easter Bunny.
Long Weekend 29 March-1 April
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Andrew Tromans 379-2686
atromans@gmail.com

Kahurangi Crossover: A crossover trip from Boulder Lake to the
Cobb reservoir via the Dragons Teeth and the Drunken Sailors. A
nice mix of bush, open tops and river travel, on and off track.
Thursday night departure. Numbers limited due to transport
logistics.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 21 Mar
Map:
BP23 BP24
Approx: $100

Saturday 30 March
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Gabriel Hut: The cute little Gabriel Hut is reached from a track
starting at the Sisters Stream on the Lake Sumner Road. From the
swing bridge crossing the Hurunui River, the track traverses a
series of ancient river terraces, making it an easy walk to the hut
with little height gain. From the hut, there is the option of a short
walk to Lake Sumner. Return the same way.
Sunday 31 March
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 28 Mar
Map:
BU22 BU23
Approx: $25

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931

Hilltop to Little River: This is a classic trip along the spine of
Banks Peninsula, from Montgomery Reserve (near the Hilltop
Pub) over Mts Sinclair and Fitzgerald and Waipuna Saddle to the
Western Valley Road and thence to Little River township, with
outstanding views of Akaroa Harbour, the northern bays and Lake
Forsyth. The walking on the tops is easy, but the total distance
about 20 km. The last bit down Western Valley Road can be hard
on boot-clad feet, so give thought to bringing sandals or runners.
Monday 1 April

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 28 Mar
Map:
BX24 BX25
Approx: $20

Social Event

Social Event; Free Jet Punting on the Avon;: Meet before 9.45 am in Cashel Mall
(Bridge of Remembrance end) dressed in your best Easter Bunny suit ready for the start
of the 10pm bunny dash to the new Christchurch jet punting wharf, (the location of which
will be revealed on the day). Expect to be able to run (or ideally hop) for about 6km. Bob
Parker will start the race, and the first one's to arrive and say the following; "Avon punts
racing in large fast original ostentatious luxury" may well win a free jet punt pass for the
rest of the jet punting season.
Thursday 4 April

Club Night

Club night; The Gardens of Eden and News Letter Night: Be at the club rooms at
7.30 pm so that we can get the news letter into envelopes as soon as possible, so that
we can see this evening's slide show; Back in February the club ran a trip to this
spectacular part of the South Island; the Garden of Eden ice plateau. This evening we
will see slides of this trip, and hear how much the trip members enjoyed visiting this
unique area, and what sort of gear they needed to safely tackle this sort of country.
Saturday 6 April
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Antony White 03-550-7166
phoenixantony@gmail.com

Rabbit Hill: Rabbit Hill is a regular CTC target, the last knoll on
the ridge stretching south west from Porters Pass, just before
climbing up to the Big Ben Range proper. The intended route is to
ascend to Trip M from the northern end of Lake Lyndon, traverse
south-west along the ridge to Rabbit Hill, then return along the
shores of Lake Lyndon.
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Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 4 Apr
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Saturday 6 April
Departure point: Departure time and venue to
be confirmed

Leader: Lynette Hartley & Jeff Hall 3380922

Wilding pine day: Here's a great opportunity to spend a day in
the outdoors killing trees. The aim of this activity is to help rid the
Craigieburn and Flock Hill areas of wilding pines spawned
especially from Helicopter Hill. There has been good progress in
the last 12 months but the volunteer sites have plenty of trees, so
we need as many people as we can get. ECAN provides the tools
and briefing. Bring your own lunch, wet weather gear and water.
This year, unlike previous years, there may be charge for petrol.
Anyone who is qualified at using a chainsaw can bring it. There
will be a range of terrain from easy to steep to accommodate
everyone. These days are great fun, and in addition to the warm
glow of healthy exercise you can take home a bit of the saintly
aura of an eco-warrior!
Sunday 7 April
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Work
Closes: 4 Apr
Map:
BW21
Approx: $unknown

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
bryce.williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Mt Temple: Mt Temple is the peak at the back of Temple Basin,
on the opposite side of SH 73 from Mt Rolleston. At 1913 m, it
stands about 1100 m above the starting point at the Temple Basin
Skifield car park. The first 500 or so metres is the zigzag track up
to the skifield buildings. From there the going gets progressively
steeper up scree slopes, with a final short scramble to the summit.
The reward is spectacular views to Mts Rolleston, Alexander,
Franklin and Oates.
Thursday 11 April

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 4 Apr
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30

Club Night

Guess the tramper competition: Pictures of various club members when they were
years younger will be shown, and people will have to guess who they are, how old they
were at the time and where they were born. Prizes to be awarded for the most correct
answers. If you have any pictures, (photo's, digital photo's or slides ideally scan them to
digital or just bring them in as they are).
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Saturday 13 April
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045

Mt White: This trip was originally scheduled for November, and
then again in January, but postponed due to farming activities on
Mt White Station. Mt White stands on the corner between the
Pouter, Waimakariri and Esk Rivers, overlooking Mt White Station
and Lake Letetia. The trip is at the more strenuous end of
moderate because of the height gain of about 1200 m height gain
(from the cars) and length (15-20 km depending on the route on
the day); but it is a lovely place with great views. With sufficiently
purposeful travel, we'll be able to make a loop, travelling north
east along the tops and returning on a 4wd track down the Esk
Valley.
Sunday 14 April

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 11 Apr
Map:
BV21
Approx: $35

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Mt Alford: Mount Alford is an 1171 m summit south of Mt Hutt
with 600 metre height gain. The track passes through the Alford
Scenic Reserve and then on to open tussock leading to the
summit with good views of the surrounding area. Part of the track
is an easement through private land so we return the same way.
Thursday 18 April

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 11 Apr
Map:
BX20
Approx: $25
Club Night

Annual General Meeting; Note doors open at 7.00 pm and the meeting starts
promptly at 7.30 pm.: The 80th Annual General Meeting of the Christchurch Tramping
Club Inc. will be held this evening at our usual meeting place, (the Canterbury
Horticultural Centre, South Hagley Park, 57 Riccarton Avenue). Please turn up and vote
on how and who runs your club. Please note that only full Christchurch Tramping Club
members can vote, and they need to be present at the AGM in order to do so. Please
read the agenda enclosed/attached with this newsletter. Please turn up before the 7.30
pm start of the AGM.
Saturday 20 April
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Antony White 03-550-7166
phoenixantony@gmail.com

Mt Binser: Mt Binser is an impressive three-peaked block on the
true left of the Waimakariri between that river and its confluences
with the Hawdon and Poulter Rivers. The intended route is the
conventional one: up through the bush along the Casey-Binser
Track to Binser Saddle, then striking steeply up to the north peak
at 1753 m. For there, it's another 2 km to over the middle peak to
the high point at 1860 m. The easiest return is down a steep
south-westerly ridge to the Mt White Road at Poverty Flat. This
will be a longish day and requires a reasonable level of fitness.
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Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 18 Apr
Map:
BV21
Approx: $25

Weekend 20-21 April
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Li Li 021 236 3211
ahhlili01@hotmail.com

Ben More Hut: Ben More Hut is at the head of the Thirteen Mile
Bush Stream just past Springfield. There is a great track to the hut
and it is just 7km each way with about 300m height gain. We will
leave Christchurch at 9am and walk to the hut at a leisurely pace.
Those more energetic can climb Ben More from the hut. We will
return the same way on Sunday. This is a small hut, we will likely
camp next to the hut. There are no hut tickets required to stay at
this hut.
Sunday 21 April
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Grade: Easy
Closes: 11 Apr
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Leader: Jenny Harlow 349-2280

Mt Bealey: Mt Bealey lies at the southern end of the range
running towards Mt Rolleston along the western side of Arthurs
Pass. At 1836 m, it's a smidgeon higher than the better-known
Avalanche Peak. The ~1200 m climb starts from the south end of
AP Village, initially steeply through beech forest on a well defined
track, then continuing above the bush line on a tussock and rock
ridge. A short detour to the impressive Pt 1805 m knob could be
on the cards. Return options are (a) back along the track or (b) a
fast scree descent of 500 m from Pt 1706 m, leading to 3 km of
slower travel along Rough Creek and back to the road. The latter
choice requires reasonable boulder hopping skills as the stream is
crossed (and possibly entered) many times. A classic, satisfying,
multi terrain, tramp.
Thursday 25 April

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 18 Apr
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30

No Club Night

No club meeting this evening as it is ANZAC day.: Please note that because of this
the next news letter comes out next week. Please contact the new social convenor if you
have any ideas for future social presentations on club nights or other ideas outside of
normal club meeting times. See the May newsletter for the new social convenor contact
details.
Long
Weekend
25-28
April
Wednesday night
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leaving

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Wangapeka Track to Mt Owen: Wangapeka Track thru to Mt Grade: Moderate
Owen. This is just a heads up, more details will follow in the next Closes: 18 Apr
newsletter. Thursday is ANZAC day, Friday is not a public holiday!
Map:
BQ22 BQ23
BR23
Approx: $TBA
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Saturday 27 April
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
bryce.williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Mt Grey & the Grey River: Mt Grey/Maukatere is a fairly regular
CTC target involving a moderate (~700 m) climb of the prominent
hill directly west of Amberley. Normally the loop back to the cars is
completed via the Red Beech Track. However, if the day is warm
we will consider the option of returning along the Grey River. This
is a fairly easy river trip, with some pretty gorges, a couple of
unchallenging waterfalls and a number of deepish pools. A
change of clothing and a dry bag to protect your camera are
advised.
Sunday 28 April
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 25 Apr
Map:
BW23
Approx: $20

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344

Castle Hill Peak via Mt Plenty: At 1998 m, Castle Hill Peak is the
highest point on the Torlesse Range and a common tramping
objective. Normally it's tackled from Porter's Pass over Foggy
Peak. On this trip we'll take an alternative route, starting from the
SH73 bridge over the Porter River up to Mt Plenty and then along
a pleasant spur to the main Torlesse ridge, about 1 km south west
of Castle Hill Peak. Depending on the inclination of the
participants, the trip could be closed with a loop over Pt 1941 m
and down the spur to Ghost Creek.
Thursday 2 May

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 25 Apr
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Club Night

Newsletter night;: Be the first to read the latest news hot off the press, and help get the
latest newsletters into the envelopes ready to be sent out to our club members. This will
also be a chance to meet our new committee members.
Saturday 4 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Mt Vulcan: This trip was scheduled for 27 April in the March
newsletter. It's nice easy 4/5 hour trip in the coastal hills north of
Waipara with good views of the coast and Motunau Beach. It is a
few years since this trip was done, so here is a chance to visit Mt
Vulcan and nearby Mt Venus. In Roman mythology, Vulcan is the
god of fire, married to Venus, goddess of beauty and love. Around
200 m height gain, mainly on farm tracks and a total round trip of
about 10 km.
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Grade: Easy
Closes: 2 May
Map:
BV25
Approx: $20

Sunday 5 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
bryce.williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Rome Ridge to Avalanche Peak: Avalanche Peak is probably
the most popular day walk in the Arthurs pass region. Normally it's
done as a loop from near the village. But an alternative and more
adventurous round trip starts towards Mt Rolleston via Rome
Ridge, and then turns sharply south to Avalanche Peak. The
views are spectacular and the ridge is as exposed as it looks from
the road.
Saturday 11 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 2 May
Map:
BV20
Approx: $30

Leader: Li Li 021 236 3211

Bobs Knob via Lake Rubicon: Lake Rubicon is a pretty little
body of water tucked amongst the foothills south of Mt Torlesse.
We intend to reach it starting Brooksdale Road and walking along
a tributary to the Rubicon River (after "crossing the Rubicon"
itself). From the western end of the lake we'll climb a spur to Pt
1261 m then turn south west to Pt 1220 m, popularly known as
Bobs Knob. It's then a short descent down a scree slope and a
dogleg spur to the Big Tree parking area where a conveniently
enshuffled car will be awaiting us.
Weekend 11-12 May
Departure point: Caltex Russley @ 7am

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 9 May
Map:
BW21
Approx: $15

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Centre Creek, Packard Peak, Thesis Peak: Early start Saturday
morning, 7am at Caltex Russley. We will 4WD in to the Avoca
Valley, 1st five names on trip get a guaranteed ride the 8kms up
the farm track. From the map it looks a gentle 6km up Centre Ck
before a 400m climb up to a camp by a tarn beneath Packard
Peak. On Sunday a ridge traverse around to Thesis Peak then
hopefully we'll find a scree run back down to the valley.
Sunday 12 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 2 May
Map:

BW20
BV20
Approx: $40

Leader: Bruce James 332-3473

Red Peak via Mt Torlesse: Red Peak (not to be confused with
Red Hill) is a significant summit (1853 m) on the Torlesse Range,
just north-east of The Gap. It gets its name from the up-tilted layer
of red, ultramarfic rock that stains its flanks. Red Peak is slightly
isolated by the fact that it lies on the hard side of The Gap and
orthogonal to the Mt Torlesse-Junction-Back-Otarama Peak axis.
On this trip we'll tackle it by ascending Mt Torlesse and then
circling around in an anticlockwise direction, over the target and
down the steep southern ridge into the upper reaches of the
Kowai River.

−9−

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 9 May
Map:
BW21
Approx: $15

Saturday 18 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Antony White 03-550-7166
phoenixantony@gmail.com

Mid Hill: The club hasn't gone up here for quite some time (if at
all?), yet it can be clearly seen from the Bealey Spur. We'll start at
Cora Lynn and follow the Cass-Lagoon track to Lagoon Saddle Aframe Biv. After crossing the Harper River we'll climb steadily up
to the top of Mid Hill (1823m). We could come back the same way,
but might return over Mt Bruce or the saddle just south of Mt
Bruce. Total height gain for this trip is at least 1300m, and it will be
a long day.
Weekend 18-19 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 16 May
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980-6006

Hawdon Hut: We will start at the Hawdon Shelter and follow the
Hawdon River upstream to the spacious Hawdon Hut. The track
stays near the riverbed all the way so the total height gain on this
trip is about 80m. The Hawdon Hut is a quite new 20 bunk hut
next to the river with a great view. From the hut there are options
to walk up to Twin Falls or even further to a nice tarn on Walker
Pass. Please make sure that you have got a valid hut pass or 3
hut tickets.
Sunday 19 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 9 May
Map:
BV21
Approx: $35 + hut
fees

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Hinewai/Otanerito Bay: Hinewai is a beautiful bird and bush
reserve on the eastern side of Banks Peninsula, accessed from
the Summit Road above Akaroa. It has a wide range of native
forest including some original remnant beech and newer plantings
that are becoming established (despite a recent bush fire). We'll
see and hear plenty of native birds too, especially bellbirds, wood
pigeons, pipits, grey warblers, brown creepers and even, perhaps,
tui. There are plenty of loop options of varying terrain and distance
depending on weather and whim.
Sunday 19 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 16 May
Map:
BY25
Approx: $20

Leader: Jenny Harlow 349-2280
pumpkinnz@gmail.com

Mt Richardson: Mount Richardson (1047 m) is one of a set of
classic north Canterbury foothill tramping targets. Starting from the
Glentui Bush picnic area, it loops through about 12 km of beautiful
beech forest and (fire-cleared) tops, affording great views of the
Canterbury Plains and Lees Valley. Some sections of the ~700-m
climb are rather steep, but the tops section is easy going. We will
return via the Blowhard Track then follow the true left of the
Glentui River back to the cars.
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Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 16 May
Map:
BW22
Approx: $15

Saturday 25 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Peak Hill: Pat Barrett rates it 'unequivocally outstanding' as a
viewpoint and a 'special place for mood and light' and he has
surely seen a few of the best! There is good access via a wellgraded track up to a small saddle from where you can see into
both the Rakaia and out over beautiful Lake Coleridge. From the
saddle we'll continue up through the tussocks to the broad summit
at 1240 m, to give about 600 m height gain altogether. A great trip
at any time of year.
Weekend 25-26 May
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 23 May
Map:
BW20
Approx: $25

Leader: Gareth Gilbert 981-1737
gilbert.gareth@gmail.com

Cannibal Gorge Hut: A good trip on a good track to a good hut -ideal for those looking to get into weekend tramping. We'll start at
the Lewis Pass, walk up the St James Walkway to the Cannibal
Gorge Hut, just 7km distance and less than 200m height gain. We
might carry on to the Ada Pass Hut, depending on the group. On
Sunday we'll retrace our steps back to the Lewis Pass. These are
serviced huts and 3 hut tickets or an annual hut pass is required to
stay there.
Saturday 1 June
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy
Closes: 16 May
Map:
BT23
Approx: $35

Leader: Alastair Brown 338-1324

Mt Ida: At just under 1700 m, Mt Ida is the tallest of the quasiconical, glaciated lumps between Lake Coleridge and the
Craigieburn Range. In recent years its ascent has become a fairly
regular CTC event - a stiff climb of ~1000 m followed by an
equally long scree-run descent with an option of swimming back
along Lake Ida (perhaps not a sensible option in June?). The
scenery includes spectacular views up the Wilberforce, Avoca and
Harper Rivers and across to the Craigieburns and Mt Olympus.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 30 May
Map:
BW20
Approx: $25

Trip Reports
17 February 2013

Mt Ida
There is nothing like denial as a sound strategy for life. Driving towards Mt Ida Bernhard
muttered to himself that the forecast had not said anything about rain. The rest of us in the
car agreed, but put forward strong arguments as to why the use of windscreen wipers did
not constitute complete and abject capitulation to fate. Bernhard held strong however and
his faith was rewarded when, with perfect timing -- as the party was only a few metres
below the summit of Mt Ida -- we emerged through the cloud layer into a beautiful blue
sunny, almost windless day. That is jumping ahead of course over the more mundane
details - park at Lake Selfe, DOC track access to Lake Ida, falcons at Mt Ida, laborious
clamber up apparently vertical tussock slope, changing after a bit to laborious clamber up
apparently vertical loose scree slope ...
A good rest on the top, random identification
of the peaks all around us, and then random
descent ... Too random ... the group went one
way, Bernhard went the other. The majority
eventually had to admit geographical
embarrassment, retrace its steps and track
down the leader (it was not entirely obvious
that he had noticed that we had been
temporarily missing). The famous Mt Ida
scree is a little boned-out in places but it still
made a very efficient descent of the 1100+m
height gain, and soon we were all back at
Lake Ida with the cool lake before us and no
View back to Lake Ida
time pressure.
Clive gallently took on the Lake Ida Swim challenge (a tradition of this trip for at least -oohh, four years?), some of the rest of us splashed and circled more circumspectly,
Richard K took Clive's pack along to join its heroic owner and the rest of us ambled after.
Lynette and Jeff got distracted by a nesting Crested Grebe, and we all eventually filed
along the DOC track back to the cars. The only minor drawback to the trip was the
singular failure to find somewhere for tea on the way home, the Hororatoa cafe/pub being
firmly closed. Thanks to everyone and someone please make a note to bring a stove and
some cups next time.
Bernhard Parawa, Clive Marsh, David Sutton, Lynette Hartley, Jeff Hall, Jiang Xiaoqiu,
Richard Kimberley, Lovisa Erikkson, Ian Dunn, Sarah Chauvin, Jenny Harlow.
Photo credits: Jiang Xiaoqiu.
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3 March 2013

Mont Oxford
~13.5 km, ~1000 m gain d'altitude, cinq heures et quinze minutes.
Un départ un peu tardif en ce Dimanche 3 Mars a été l’introduction à cette journée à Mont
Oxford. L’auteur dudit retard, ne voulant pas se nommer, rédige pour cette raison ce « trip
report » en Français pour que personne ne le comprenne.
Le soleil n’était malheureusement pas au rendez-vous. La montée s’est donc fait dans un
crachin peu motivant au milieu du bush. Cette humidité et fraîcheur n’ont pas pour autant
décourager Alan de faire son parait-il fameux streep tease.
Durant la montée il a été discuté des
endroits les plus inhabituels où des coups
de soleil peuvent se manifester. Ceci pour
le bénéfice des nombreux étrangers faisant
partie de la marche. Est-il réellement
possible d’avoir les dents roses à cause du
soleil?
Arrivé au sommet, la bruine ne s’étant pas
arrêter et même ayant augmenter, le
déjeuner fut vite expédié et la décision fut
prise de reprendre le même chemin pour le
retour. Il faut quand même noté que la
personne qui s’est le plus plaint de la pluie
devrait au contraire s’en accommoder le
plus puisque c’est un Leprechaun!

Déjeuner dans la bruine

Arrivé à la fin du parcours, la bruine s’était arrêtée et la seule raison pour ne pas remonter
au sommet pour avoir une vue dégagée, a été la découverte d’un buisson de mûres par
Bryce.
Cette journée s’est bien sûr terminée par un arrêt pour un café bien mérité.
Participants : Bruce James (chef), Alan Ross, Sarah Chauvin (auteur), Andrew Smith,
Enno Tiemann, Mirja Prieser, Jed Knight, James Linnane, Bryce Williamson.
3 March 2013

Mts Izard, Olympus, and Cheeseman
It is a little-known fact that the reason that the gods were ultimately successful against the
titans in the Titanomachy ('war of the gods') was that, at the last minute, the gods decided
to take an alternative approach march route to that originally planned. The new route
involved the peak of a mountain whose Greek name has recently been confirmed, by
eminent scholars, to translate to Mt Izard. This slight diversion in turn resulted in the gods
arriving at the battle scene somewhat later than originally planned. The titans had decided
that the victory was theirs by default, and duly rendered themselves effectively helpless in
the course of their premature victory celebrations. The gods, arriving unexpectedly and at
speed, were thus able to gain the celebrated victory and live, squabbling happily, on
Olympus from then on (one of the advantages of being victorious, of course, is that you get
to write the accounts of the great and noble battle that omit all mention of the almost
comatose state of the oblivious foe...).
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The CTC party were of course duty-bound in the interests of historical fidelity to follow the
original route over Mt Izard and were therefore also slightly later in arriving at Olympus
than originally planned. The titans were a no-show (not surprising given what happened
last time) but an-almost equivalent resounding victory was gained over a stray pole
encountered on the return march to Mt Cheeseman (see photographic evidence
attached). At Cheeseman the main contingent regrouped with the guards posted there to
defend the rear against possible dastardly titan attack from behind, and the entire party set
off back down.

Craigieburn panorama
The descent was not especially fast and it was getting on towards evening when we
rejoined the Hogs Back mountain bike
track to head back to the cars. We were
just in time for a lovely double rainbow
and the beautiful evening light with the last
rays of the sun catching the peaks on the
Torlesse range opposite.
Thanks to everyone for a superb trip.
Trampers: Richard Kimberley, David
Conradson, Duncan Bright, Olivia Barron,
David Selway, Esme Park, Anna
Herlender, Ian Dunn, Jenny Harlow.
Photo credits: Ian Dunn.

View from ridge between Mts Izard and
Cheeseman
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31 March 2013

The Double Fenceline
At last, Uncle Bernhard gets to do the Double Fenceline again, unimpeded by lambs or
weather, and even without confirmed sightings of a genuine Easter Bunny. We started
from Pettigrews Road, where there is a small carpark and a marked track giving access to
the Mongomery Park Reserve and the Summit Road Walkway. The route goes over Mt
Sinclair and Mt Fitzgerald and includes many patches of regenerating (or miraculously
preserved) native bush, but the most memorable part of this lovely track is the hundreds of
gaunt silver totara tree skeletons - stumps, uprooted trees, and dismembered branches through which it passes. A stand of mature totara on private land (unprotected, sadly,
from grazing stock), each tree's form severely sculpted by the wind, is a poignant
reminder of what the area used to be like before the totara were felled and burned.
After Port Levy Saddle we headed toward the
Kaituna Spur Reserve and then threaded a narrow
path through scrub below a rocky outcrop to
eventually reach the top of Adrian Busby's forestry
block. From there Dayle lead us triumphantly down
through the trees to Mongomerys Road, where a
Very Large ute had been thoughtfully parked ...
The VLU provided transport to Little River, where
we had tea, admired incredibly expensive tourist
art, and - eventually - retrieved the other vehicles
from Pettigrews Road and headed home.
Note that the GPS track includes our route across
private land, which should not be used without prior
permission of the landowner.
Trampers: Bernhard Parawa, Rodney Erikson,
Sarah Chauvin, Dayle Drummond, Richard
Kimberley, Ian Dunn, Jenny Harlow

Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.
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Totara skeletons

More about the CTC
Club Officers
President:

Warwick Dowling

981-2045

Senior Vice
President:

Alan Ross

384-6425

Junior Vice
President:

Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Secretary:

Li Li

021 236 3211

Treasurer:

Andrea Zahn

382 1044

Club Captain:

Adrian Busby

325-5001

New Members
Liz Van Ekeris
Rep:

337-0948

New Members
David Cockeram
Rep:

337-0948

Day Trip
Organiser:

Bryce Williamson

351-6366

Weekend Trip
Organiser:

Thomas Matern

354-4309

Social
Convenor:

Jim Western

377 5431

Gear Custodian: Thomas Matern

354-4309

Editor:

342-3735

Sam Cook

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings,
phone Bernhard Parawa 981 4931; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329; or if they’re both
away, Andrew Wrapson 980-6006. Hut fees are $10 member, $10 member's partner, $20
non-member, $5 kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please
tell the hut convenor, Steve Bruerton, ph 322 6196.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of Rates for Gear Hire:
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Tent
$3/person/night
Thomas Matern, ph. 354-4309. Note: club
$4 per weekend
gear assigned to you is your responsibility; Ice axes, crampons
please take care of it. Please make sure you Harnesses, snow shovel
$4 per weekend
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
Large/small weekend
$2 per weekend
the outside of your pack can be easily packs
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
Free
This may result in serious damage to your Helmets
bank account! Please air and dry tents after Personal locator beacons Free
taking them on a trip even if they are not
used, and report any damage to the gear
custodian.
Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 21 April 2013 – Thanks.
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