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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips every weekend, ranging from easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness and experience required). We also
organise instructional courses and hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or
associate, with a $5 discount for members
who opt to obtain this newsletter
electronically.
For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages.

IMPORTANT NOTE TO CLUB MEMBERS: Who has the second set of keys to the
clubrooms? When Alan Ross went off to the Hymalayas last year his set of keys were
given to a senior club member, someone in town who would be a regular attender on
Thursday nights! Members of the commitee have quietly asked around as to who has the
keys to no avail! The person who was given a bunch of keys surely must remember!
Please search your pockets, car ashtrays, glove compartments etc. mostly probably your
memories! Please note that the keys were handed over on Thursday October 13th 2011,
the same night Rob Brown did a talk about the FMC, does this jog your memory? This
really is no joke as rightly so the Horticultural Society are very annoyed that the security of
their building is now in question. CHECK NOW.
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Tramper of the Month: Bryce Williamson
I'm a North Islander, but feel like a naturalised Canterbrite. I was born in Hamilton and then
drifted south, spending my "formative years" in Wellington. My wife and I lived overseas (in
Australia and USA) for about 6 years before I got a job in Christchurch.
When did you join the CTC? September 2004
How did you find out about the Club? Alison
Downard had been suggesting that I join the club
for a couple of years before I did.
Did you tramp before joining the CTC? Yes, as a
teenager with my school friends and then, after
my daughters grew up and left the nest, with
Wendy (my wife), Shane (my brother) and other
friends.
Who was the first CTC person you met? Apart
from Alison, Warwick Dowling and Adrian Sullivan.
What was your first day trip? Little Mt Peel, led by
Warwick. There were two other participants Adrian and a guy called Bert (who I've never seen
since).
Your first weekend trip? The west-to-east leg of a
Three Passes cross-over trip in February 2006,
led by Susan Pearson.
Have you served on the club committee? I've just
started as Day Trip Organiser.
Bryce defends his lunch ...

Who or what had the biggest influence on your tramping days? Probably my brother, Shane, who
doesn't do nearly enough tramping nowadays. He lives in Raumati Beach, north of Wellington
and we have done a lot of tramping together over the years. (For his 50th birthday present I
compiled a photo-book of our adventures called "Brothers in Boots".)
Your favourite hut? The West Harper Hut. Not many people stay there, but I find it wonderfully
quaint! Not sure I'd want to stay there in mid winter though.
Your favourite day tramp? Probably the Avalanche Peak - Mt Bealey loop. It has a bit of
everything - beech forest, tussock basins, great views, keas, reasonably exposed catwalks, a
huge scree slide and a slippery-slidy bash down Rough Creek.
Your favourite weekend (or longer) tramp? I thoroughly enjoyed the Bernhard-led trip up the
Hodder River to Tapuae-o-Uenuku in 2008.
What future trips are you most looking forward to? The next one!
Have any interesting or funny things happened to you while tramping? One really interesting trip
was the Tapuae-o-Uenuku trip (mentioned above) when we had to bail-out into the Shin River
valley since the Hodder was flowing dangerously fast due to snow melt. Another was my first trip
to the Rakaia Spurs where we suffered a white-out, Warwick got to try out his self-arrest skills in
earnest and Alan Ross got banned from tramping for a few months. And then, of course, there's
the "Return to the Spurs", when I got to use my PLB and "earned" a free ride in a helicopter!
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Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd. If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure.
Social: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital). A
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits
served. If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Jim Western 3776425 or email Jimwestern@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp,
and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.
Thursday 25 October

Club Night

Newsletter night: Please help us put newsletters in envelopes and be the first to read
the latest news hot off the press. Maybe it’s time to hatch those long Christmas tramping
trips, or think up some weekend trips you want to do now that the daylight hours are on
the increase. Otherwise be social, and catch up with your tramping buddies.
Saturday 27 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531

Woolshed Creek Hut: Woolshed Creek Hut is a shiny new DOC
hut tucked in between Mt Somers and the Winterslow Range. We
will walk in from the Woolshed Creek car pack via Rhyolite Ridge
and the Bus Stop overhang. This route affords spectacular views
of the Stour Valley, Ashburton Lakes, Morgan Stream canyon and
the serrated Arrowsmith Range. After a leisurely break at the hut,
we will return via the Mt Somers track past a disused coal mine.
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Grade: Easy/Mod
Closed: 25 Oct
Map:
BX19
Approx: $25

Saturday 27 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Alastair Brown 343-5111

Mt Catherine: Mt Catherine is a superb peak overlooking Lake
Heron in the Clent Hills area. We'll access via a 4WD road and
cross the flats then ascend the south west ridge - about 1000 m
sustained climb, some of it fairly steep, tussock at first and then
rock - to get to the commanding summit of Mt Catherine (2085 m).
Check out the views of the Arrowsmiths in the distance and plan
your next adventure! Given sufficient enthusiasm from the group
and the leader, we may make a loop by descending the rocky
slopes to the south over 2045, 2039 etc. Mostly red sandstone, it's
bare, open and starkly beautiful - a good achievement for a
moderate tramper who is happy with a bit of scrambling and a 24
km day (estimated up to around 9 hours). Ice axe and crampons
probably required. Early start - contact leader.
Weekend 27-28 October Friday evening plus
full weekend
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Map:
BX19
Approx: $25

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Basic Snowcraft Course: An introduction to the basic snow skills
needed by any club member wishing to head into the high country
over winter. The course covers the use of ice axe and crampons,
basic avalanche awareness, winter survival techniques and snow
shelters. Participants must attend the Friday night at the club hut,
and will need ice axe, crampons and helmet. These can be hired
from the gear custodian ..... get in quick with your bookings or you
will have to hire gear from the mountaineering shops in town.
Grade Moderate. Based at the club hut so normal hut fees apply.
Participants will need in addition to the items stated above, full
waterproofs, sun glasses/ski goggles and plenty of winter clothing
particularly gloves and/or mittens. This course is available only to
full club members.
Sunday 28 October
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: ModHard
Closed: 25 Oct

Grade: Training
Closes: 18 Oct
Map:
BV20
Approx: $60

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Mt Lyndon: Mt Lyndon (1489 m) is - unsurprisingly - right next to
Lake Lyndon, at the other side of Porters Pass. It's a nice little trip,
looking out towards Castle Hill Peak and Torlesse one way, and
the Porter Heights ski area the other. About 650 m of height gain,
untracked but through relatively easy sub-alpine scrub, and about
8 km.
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Grade: EasyMod
Closed: 25 Oct
Map:

BW20
BW21
Approx: $20

Wednesday 31 October

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045

CTC Hill Climb: now starts at 6pm on Wednesday evenings, and
lasts for 60-70 minutes. It involves ~ 1 hour of brisk walking, on
and off trail, up and down hills in the Mt Vernon Park area. Grade
Moderate. We meet at the corner of Hillsborough Tce and
Heybridge Lane just before 6pm. Paste the link below in to your
web browser for a Google map of the meeting point location.
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?q=Hillsborough+Terrace,
+Christchurch,+Canterbury&hl=en&ll=43.568922,172.660902&spn=0.001312,0.00284&sll=43.56509,172.659548&sspn=0.010495,0.022724&oq=Hillsboroug
h+Terrace,+Christchurch,
+Canterbury&t=h&hnear=Hillsborough+Ter No trip list. Just turn
up.
Thursday 1 November

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 25 Oct
Map:
BX24
Approx: $0

Club Night

Camino de Santiago de Compostela - a Pilgrim's Progress. The Way of St James::
Rescheduled as a result of the June 7th snow fall; Anne Cochrane and Susan Cotton
have both walked this pilgrims trail from France, across the top of Spain to Santiago de
Compostela on separate occasions. Not only did they enjoy spectacular scenery and
meet interesting people but they were able to get a feel for the endurance required when
walking for weeks on end (5 in all). The route is still alive with people walking, riding, and
crawling (!) today even though it has been established by the 12th century. The trail has
attracted great wealth over the centuries which is expressed in the incredible architecture
and flamboyance seen in the churches and monasteries along the way. This is in great
contrast to the simplicity of the pilgrims' journey Susan and Anne experienced. Come and
hear their story.
Saturday 3 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Jim Western 377 5431

Avalanche Peak: We'll be going up Avalanche Peak (1833 m,
about 1000 m height gain) via Scott's Track. This track begins just
north of the village and climbs through beech forest and then
follows a poled route up the north-eastern spur of the Peak. There
are some narrower sections near the summit. Arthur's Pass is a
spectacular place in the winter and the top of Avalanche is THE
place to be able admire it all from. Make sure you have an ice axe.
Check with leader about crampons. Avalanche Peak is not named
that for nothing: the leader will be checking with DOC on snow
conditions and the trip may go elsewhere if necessary.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 1 Nov
Map:
BV20
Approx: $25

Saturday 3 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531

Orton Bradley to Gebbies pass: This trip will start from Orton
Bradley Park, with a climb of about 750 m to the Mt Herbert
ridgeline. From there will be an option, depending on weather and
elapsed time, of visiting Mt Herbert/Te Ahu Patiki, Banks
Peninsula's highest peak at 919 m. In any case, the objective is to
sidle around the Kaituna Valley side of Mt Bradley to the historic
Pack Horse Hut. If there are enough people for a car shuffle, we
can continue down through the pine forest and over McQueens
Saddle to Gebbies Pass. Alternatively, at least a subset of the
party can complete a full circuit of Mt Bradley by cutting across the
Lyttelton face to retrieve the cars from Orton Bradley.
Weekend 3-4 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 1 Nov
Map:
BX24
Approx: $15

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Otehake Hut: The club hasn't been in the upper Otehake River
for a long time. The plan is to walk up the Edwards River on
Saturday and hopefully make it to the Otehake Hut for the night.
Return via Tarn Col, Walker Pass and Hawdon River on Sunday.
There are plenty of things to explore in this area and Bernhard
might deviate from this plan depending on weather and party.
Sunday 4 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 25 Oct
Map:
BV20 BV21
Approx: $35

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366
Bryce.Williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

The Pyramid: This trip is to replace the previously advertised Mt
White trip, which is not available due to lambing. The Pyramid is
the south-end summit of a sharp ridge between the Hawdon River
and Sudden Valley Stream. Its name derives from the pyramidal
profile that it presents when viewed from the corner where SH73
meets the Waimak on the way to Arthurs Pass. Starting from the
Hawdon Shelter, we will cross the Hawdon River and Sudden
Valley Stream before climbing ~1000 m to the summit. If
conditions are suitable we can head (slightly east of) north, along
the ridge, with options of dropping down to either Sudden Valley
or the Hawdon. If conditions are not so pleasant we can return
more directly via a steep scree gut which leads to the lower
reaches of Sudden Valley. Wet feet are a certainty when crossing
the Hawdon, so it might pay to bring some sneaker or robust
sandals.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 1 Nov
Map:
BV21
Approx: $20

Wednesday 7 November

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045

CTC Hill Climb: For details refer to description on 31 October

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 1 Nov
Map:
BX24
Approx: $0

Thursday 8 November

Club Night

Alpine and Avalanche Awareness Evening.: Andrew Hobman is the Alpine and
Avalanche Program Manager for the MSC (Mountain Safety Council). This evening he
will introduce us to his experience in the mountains and avalanche awareness. He will
also let use know what the MSC does, and how it is run
Saturday 10 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce James 332-3473

Peak Hill: Pat Barrett rates it 'unequivocally outstanding' as a
viewpoint and a 'special place for mood and light' and he has
surely seen a few of the best! There is good access via a wellgraded track up to a small saddle from where you can see into
both the Rakaia and out over beautiful Lake Coleridge. From the
saddle we'll continue up through the tussocks to the broad summit
at 1240 m, to give about 600 m height gain altogether. A great trip
at any time of year.
Weekend 10-11 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 8 Nov
Map:
BW20
Approx: $25

Leader: Li Li 021 236 3211
ahhlili01@hotmail.com

Lake Christabel, Rough Creek: This trip didn't go earlier this
year because of too much snow but there won't be any snow
around this time: easy beech forest tramping on day 1, though it's
quite a long way in to the hut at the head of the Lake. The route
out on day 2 is via the poled route up and over the tops to Rough
Creek, which has a reasonably good track down to the Lewis Pass
Rd near the Maruia Hotel.
Sunday 11 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 1 Nov
Map:
BT22 BT23
Approx: $40

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344

Norma: A nice 1000-odd m climb to Norma, 1722 m, in the Opera
Range (Lewis Pass), with a surprisingly good track (not on the
map) through most of the bush, then open tussock leading to a
rocky ridge. If there is still snow around then ice axe and
crampons (and the ability to use them) may well be required. Be
one of the relatively few people to discover what a lovely tramp
this is. We may do an early start - make sure your name's on the
list or you have contacted the leader.
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 8 Nov
Map:
BU23
Approx: $30

Wednesday 14 November

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045

CTC Hill Climb: For details refer to description on 31 October

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 8 Nov
Map:
BX24
Approx: $0

Thursday 15 November

Club Night

No club meeting: as most of us are travelling for the long weekend tramping club or
private trips over the long Canterbury anniversary weekend.
Long Weekend 16-18 November
Weekend
Departure point: Contact Leader

Show

Leader: Thomas Matern 354-4309
thomas_matern@yahoo.co.nz

Edwards - Otehake: The Edwards River and the lower Otehake
River are visited quite regularly by the club but the obvious
connection of these trips is hardly visited by anyone - for a reason.
The track shown on a topo map has not been maintained for years
and can hardly be called a poled route. Thomas has done this trip
earlier this year on a rainy winter weekend and is keen to do it
again under better conditions. The plan is to leave early on Friday,
shuffle the cars and walk up the Edwards River to the hut for
lunch. We carry on over Taruahuna Pass all the way to the
Otehake Hut. This is mostly on a good track except for the last
3km. On Saturday all we have to do is to make it to the hot pool.
This is 6km of truly epic bush bashing and will keep us busy for
most of the day. After a night at the pool it will be a relaxing walk
out on Sunday. There is no significant height gain on this trip
(500m up on Friday and all downhill from there) but the track
along the upper Otehake is beyond imagination. River crossing
skills and great patience required.
Long Weekend 16-18 November
weekend
Departure point: Contact Leader

Show

Closes: 8 Nov
Map:
BV20 BV21
BU20
Approx: $40

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Punakaiki Base Camp: We will be leaving at 10am on Friday and
do some short walks along the way. Saturday we will go to the
Ballroom Overhang and the Fox River Cave. Sunday we will do
the Pororari River Walk and return not too late to Christchurch.
There is an option to walk the entire Inland Pack Track on that
weekend. Accommodation is in a beach house for $30 per night.
Contact Liz ASAP on 0211400531 or by email.
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Grade: Moderate
(including
epic bush
bashing)

Grade: Easy
Closes: 8 Nov
Map:
BS19 BS20
Approx: $50+Accom

Wednesday 21 November

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045

CTC Hill Climb: For details refer to description on 31 October

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 15 Nov
Map:
BX24
Approx: $0

Thursday 22 November

Club Night

Max Kummerow shows us wilderness areas he has visited in the USA: Max
Kummerow shows us wilderness areas he has visited in the USA and also trips he has
done with the Seattle Mountaineers and the Perth Bushwalking Club; 1. Max Kummerow
lived for 8 years in Missoula, Montana, so learned a bit about areas within a couple of
hours drive from Missoula including the two largest designated Wilderness areas in the
lower 48 states of the U.S.A. namely the Bob Marshall and the Selway-Bitterroot. Under
the 1964 act of Congress "Wilderness" means roadless and no wheels or motors so it's
walk or horseback, hand saws and axes. Tips for backpackers visiting the area: Mission
Mountain Wilderness, Great Burn roadless area, Anaconda-Pintlar Wilderness. 2. Horse
packing. A video trailer about Smoke Elser, a retired outfitter who ran trips into the Bob
Marshall Wilderness for 50 years. Smoke was a conservationist who led the horse
outfitters towards "light on the land" practices and fought to keep areas road less. In the
winter Smoke taught a horse packing class in his barn to teach people like me how to
sling gear on horses. Might or might not be able to find a picture of Cayenne, my sorrel
quarter horse. The Northern Rockies outfitters use a Decker packsaddle and "manty"
their loads in an 8 x 8 canvas, an excellent system for varying size loads. 3. Just a wee
bit about two other Bushwalking clubs in other places I lived: Seattle Mountaineers and
the Perth Bushwalking Club. Just a couple of slides about these clubs and the gorgeous
country they trek in. This will be so much fun to put together. I spent an hour just now
looking up pictures from these well remembered places. It is easy to find great images.
I've started glueing some gorgeous pictures into a powerpoint presentation. Possible
stories: Grizzly encounter (she decided not to eat us), lost in the Bitterroots (I survived a
night in snow at minus 20 fahrenheit), and What God said to me on top of Haystack
Mountain on the Continental Divide above the Chinese Wall in the Bob Marshall (edited
version, warning abou the need for better stewardship to preserve the earth).
Saturday 24 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: David Sutton 021 1808081

Otarama: After a stroll up the pretty little Kowai river to the huts
we start the real thing - up the long southwest spur of Torlesse to
the summit (1961 m, about 1300 m total height gain, which makes
it a bit more strenuous than some moderate trips). Then, from
here we'll go along the ridge to Otarama, a peak to the NNE, and
only 2 m higher than Torlesse itself. Be prepared for an early start
as it will be a long day...
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Grade: Moderate
Closes: 22 Nov
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Saturday 24 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: James Hopkins 03 9628572 or
029 7707973

Sudden Valley: This is a second attempt a trip aborted in October
due to high snow-melt stream levels. Sudden Valley is the home
of the lovely Sudden Valley Stream and is surrounded by
spectacular peaks of the Polar Range. After crossing the Hawdon
River we will start up the Stream itself - rock-hopping, multiple
stream crossings and some scrambling round a few easy boldery
sections, passing lovely pools and splashing rapids. There is a
short, steepish climb of a couple of hundred metres to negotiate
the Barrier Falls and then a short descent into the open river flats
of the upper valley with stunning views of Mts Wilson and Scott
above us. We will head to the Sudden Valley Biv for lunch and
then travel back the same way. Time and water levels permitting,
there is the option of an excursion of a few hundred meters up to
the spectacular Barrier Falls from the down-stream side.
Sunday 25 November
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy+
(water trip)
Closes: 22 Nov
Map:
BV21
Approx: $20

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Foggy Peak: Foggy Peak is just beside Porters Pass - yes - let
the car do most of the hard work, start from around 940 m and
have a relatively easy trip up the stony slopes of Foggy Peak
(1741 m, i.e. about 800 m height gain) for lunch. You'll be able to
look on towards Castle Hill Peak, around to Torlesse, across to
the Craigieburns. It's totally misnamed of course and there is
never any fog or even a suspicion of heavy mist here. Make sure
you contact the leader directly to put your name down because he
will have the list.
Wednesday 28 November

Grade: EasyMod+
Closes: 22 Nov
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045

CTC Hill Climb: For details refer to description on 31 October

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 22 Nov
Map:
BX24
Approx: $0

Thursday 29 November

Club Night

Newsletter night: Please help us put newsletters in envelopes and be the first to read
the latest news hot off the press. Maybe it's time to hatch those long Christmas tramping
trips, or think up some weekend trips you want to do now that the daylight hours are on
the increase. Otherwise be social, and catch up with your tramping buddies.
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Saturday 1 December Departing Christchurch
on the previous evening
Departure point: To be arranged by consensus
of participants

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158

Mt Rolleston: This trip has been deferred a couple of times
earlier in the year due to inclement conditions. The intended
ascent route via the Otira Slide involves a sustained climb is in
excess of 1400 m and steep and exposed in some parts.
Participants will need snow skills, appropriate experience, ice axe,
crampons and a helmet. We will be leaving on Friday evening,
staying the night at the club hut in Arthurs Pass and starting early
on Saturday morning. Depending on the weather forecast, the trip
date could change to Sunday.
Weekend 1-2 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade:
Hard/
Climbing
Closes: 29 Nov
Map:
BV20
Approx: $35 + hut
fees

Leader: William King 03 3578922
Bill.King@enable.net.nz

Potts Hut: Saturday - morning leave Chch and walk up the river Grade: EasyMod to
to the Potts Hut. Sunday - options include Big Hill at 2102m or
Moderate
other more relaxed excursions. Then back out to the cars via Dog
depending
Range. Potts Hut is about 12+kms and a 900m height gain from
on route
the bridge. Ice tools/attachments may be required for Big Hill. No Closes: 22 Nov
hut tickets required.
Map:
BX18
BW18
Approx: $35
Wednesday 5 December

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045

CTC Hill Climb: For details refer to description on 31 October

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 29 Nov
Map:
BX24
Approx: $0

Thursday 6 December

Club Night

Annual BBQ - Heathcote Valley: It's the top end of Heathcote park at the corner of Port
Hills Rd and Bridal Path Road (just below the turn into the Gondola). Aim to arrive after
6:30pm. BBQs will be arranged. Bring all your own food and liquid, chairs + any sports
gear for soccer or cricket, croquet etc....A great social time to catch up and celebrate the
positive rebirth of Christchurch.
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Weekend 8-9 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Lewis Pass Base Camp: Leave Saturday morning and walk into
Cannibal Gorge Hut or Ada Pass Hut and back to the cars. Stay
the night at the backpackers at the Boyle village ($28 per person).
Explore the Nina valley, the Lewis tops or the southern end of the
Saint James on Sunday.
Sunday 9 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Grade: Easy/All
Closes: 29 Nov
Map:
BU23 BT23
Approx: $40 +
Accom

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360

Lake Rubicon & Beyond: Out west past Springfield. A pleasant
day hike that leads in over rolling farm land and on up the valley to
the little gem that is Lake Rubicon nestled in the foothills of Mt
Torlesse. A perfect place for lunch. Further ramblings may be
possible up the valley.
Wednesday 12 December

Grade: Easy
Closes: 6 Dec
Map:
BW21
Approx: $20

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045

CTC Hill Climb: For details refer to description on 31 October

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 6 Dec
Map:
BX24
Approx: $0

Thursday 13 December

Club Night

Steven Fortune is the 2012 Black Diamond Alpinist of the year: Steve will share with
us some of his tramping and mountaineering adventures. Starting in the local hills in
Arthurs pass, moving to greater Southern Alps, then adventures overseas in Scotland,
the European Alps, the Himalaya, Alaska and Patagonia, then travelling full circle on first
ascents back in the NZ mountains. he will showcase both the finest mountain scenery in
the world, as well as what's right in our backyard.
Weekend 15-16 December
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Peel Forest Base Camp: Leave Saturday morning, climb Little Mt
Peel or do one of the several walks there at your leisure. Shared
meal BBQ that night suitable for families. Sunday check out Giant
Totara tree, Denniston walk and giant Mt Peel lillies at Acheron
homestead. Cabin accommodation booked at $22 per person per
night, or you welcome to tent.
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Grade: Easy/family
Closes: 6 Dec
Map:
BY19
Approx: $40 +
Accom

Wednesday 19 December

Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045

CTC Hill Climb: For details refer to description on 31 October

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 13 Dec
Map:
BX24
Approx: $0

Trip Reports
22-23 September 2012

Mt Williams
Mt Williams – 2300m high and tucked away in the Rolleston range between the
Wilberforce and Mathias rivers. It is this lesser known peak that is our target for this
weekend.
We leave Christchurch in the pre-dawn and drive through Glenthorne Station and out
through the matagouri to Fanghill hut. We start walking just before 0800 under bulky packs
since we are carrying our climbing boots and walking in sneakers for the crossing of the
Wilberforce and the long trek up Moa stream. Moa stream is initially very open with grassy
benches and gravel flats but beyond Moa stream hut it begins to narrow slightly and
becomes filled with larger boulders. We change into our climbing boots at a prominent
boulder just short of the snow-line (which is low at this time of year) and start to plod… and
plod… and plod.
The snow is incredibly soft and slushy. Every
step seems to result in us sinking into the
snow up to our knees. We have reached the
head of Moa stream and we must now turn
and climb up a steep gully to reach the low
saddle at about 1900m through the sloppy
snow. We try to find a clever route that will
avoid the softest snow. We try traveling on the
abundant avalanche debris thinking it will be
firmer (wrong). We scout a steep rock rib
thinking it will provide easier travel (No). In the
end we just have to plug our way up. Luckily
we find a wide snow bench about a hundred
meters below the low saddle and, gratefully,
we make camp there. The campsite has some great views across the Wilberforce river
valley to the Craigieburn range and some of the higher peaks in Arthurs pass.
We’re up early the next day and complete the slow slog up to the low saddle. This gives us
some nice views south into the Mathias River and Canyon creek, along with the remainder
of the Southern Alps. We descend slowly in the still soft snow and sidle out to the glacier
on the southern side of Mt Williams. There is good coverage on the glacier and we cross it
without having to rope up. From the glacier it is another steep plod up to the high saddle
between the twin peaks of Mt Williams. Although still soft, the snow is much kinder on this
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aspect of the mountain and we are able to plug steps to the saddle without difficulty. We
rest in a small wind scoop.
From this point on things got a little
interesting… Firm snow… steep exposed
slopes… loose crumbly rock… It wasn’t far
to the summit from the high saddle but
there were some sweaty moments on the
way to the top. We didn’t stay on the
summit for long even though the sun was
shining and we had outstanding views in all
directions. We took some photos and then
descended by front pointing down the
exposed northern slope back to the high
saddle. In this way we were able to avoid
the dodgy rock.
Southern Alps from Mt Williams summit
We retraced our steps back to the low
saddle and down to our campsite. A quick pack up and then we have some great long bum
slides down the gully back into Moa stream. After lunch at the rock we change into our
lightweight footwear and begin the long trudge back out to the Wilberforce. We make it
back to Steve’s 4x4 around 5:30 after a brief stop at Moa Stream Hut.
Steve Bruerton, Clive Marsh, Jonathon Carr, Andrew Tromans
28-29 September 2012

Mt Lancelot
We walked in to Crow Hut on Friday evening,
leaving Klondyke at 6pm and enjoying the full
moon and clear sky on our 3hour walk up the
Waimak then Crow. After a few moonlighton-rocks hut mirages we arrived at the real
thing and party’d hard for several minutes
before falling fast asleep.
The sky was clear but the air felt warm and
the metservice forecast was for a free air
freezing level of 3000m. The physicist in me,
egged on by some relentless optimism,
thought that the snow would radiate enough
heat overnight to freeze – despite the warm
air. Well it kinda worked, as we set off at 5.30am the horizontal snow in the valley floor
was quite firm but the steeper slopes climbing up towards the terminus of the crow were
softer- its that sin theta bit on the flux term methinks. However, we made good progress
with Steve making pilot holes for the footprints and me finishing them off. We took a route
over some slabs to avoid the copious avo debris in the gut. We reached the ridge
between Rolleston high peak and Lancelot and met the Westerly, but fortunately it never
got to be excessively annoying, just a bit unwelcoming. The snow was much firmer,
suspect it had been wind stripped and packed and we opted to pitch for 100m along the
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ridge with more exposure, firmer
snow and some gendarmes to
negotiate but its bark was worse
than its bite and was fairly
straightforward. We reached the
summit at 11.30 and enjoyed views
of the whole APNP and out west to
the Tasman. The crow glacier was
looking in good condition, a clear,
crevasse free route from the
terminus to the rock massive of
Rolleston High peak, and some
routes on the crow face accessible
from the gap looked tempting.
The return was largely a sitting
Bumslide descent
down affair, bum sliding to get
through the avalance risk areas as quickly as possible and back to the hut for siesta at
2.30pm. We were joined by Thomas and crew setting up for a harder partying session at
the hut than we had managed, but that’s their story. We enjoyed the return back down the
Crow and waimak to the truck which took approximately the same time as the walk inmaybe the effect of the days climbing on the legs offset the ‘downhill’ and ‘doing it in the
daylight’ advantages over the walk in.
Clive Marsh & Steve Bruerton
29-30 September 2012

Crow Hut via Avalanche Peak
Andrea Zahn was leading an easy+ overnight trip to Crow Hut from Klondyke Corner via
the Waimakariri and Crow Rivers; but a small number of us (with Andrea’s consent) opted
to take the more strenuous “Avalanche Peak Challenge” route. We were told to look after
ourselves, so Thomas did a meandering pickup trip through the northwest suburbs, and by
8 am we were on the road to the west.
A couple of hours later we had started our
clamber up the Avalanche Peak Track in
warm, sunny and calm conditions. After we
had gained a few hundred metres, Thomas
decided that his lack of tramping for the last
few months had taken too much of a toll on
his fitness; so he headed back to the car
with mumblings about going to the Otehake
hot pools. The remaining three of us, in
loose acquaintance with three young Israeli
tourists, continued on to the bush line where
we observed our first kea of the day.
After a morning snack and drink we
Kea after Li Li's Lunch
continued on into increasingly deep snow,
but still in calm, sunny conditions. At about 1 pm, having reached the final climb to
Avalanche Peak summit, we ran into a bunch of about eight rambunctious keas. We
stopped for lunch and were subjected to all kinds of cunning kea tricks to steal our lunch,
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chew our pack and destroy my lunch box.
Eventually we tore ourselves away from the parrotantics
and started plugging our way up through the deep soft
snow to one side of the plentiful avalanche debris
streaming down from the Avalanche Peak summit
ridge. At the top there was a chilly breeze, but once we
started our descent onto the route to Rome Ridge I
became quite hot again. The snow was now very
wallowish, so the going was slow. But the scenery was
sufficiently stunning that it took away most of the pain.
At about 4.30 pm we had reached the top of the slide
into the Crow Valley. After Jonathan gave Li Li a short
lesson on bum sliding (steering and stopping with a
stick) we started our descent. Bouncing over the small
avalanches debris and weaving between rocks we lost
550 m of height in about 15 minutes. That just left the
short 30 minute trudge to Crow Hut.
We arrived at the hut to find the “rivers party”, including
Li Li & Jonathan on the
Thomas, well ensconced and cooking dinner.
summit ridge
(Apparently they had also met Steve Bruerton and Clive
Marsh on their way out from Mt Lancelot). With the aim of minimising weight, we were
carrying sardines and pasta for dinner. So we were delighted to be able to help our hut
companions eat their excessive quantities of crackers, cheese, olives, chocolate, spicy
vegetables, Bolognese sauce and cake. (In fact the sardines and pasta came home with
us.)

Kea cluster
The near-full moon was very bright and the night was warm and still until about 4 am when
the nor’wester arrived with a wallop that shook the hut. Once it became (sun) light we
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arose over a fairly extended period, but were on our way down the Crow River by 9.30 am
(actually it would have been 8.30 the day before!). The wind picked up as the morning
went on, but it remained sunny till we reached the Waimakariri confluence. From then on
we were subject to increasing cloud cover and periodic sand blasting by wind-swept
alluvium. Just as we reached the car the spill-over rain started, but we were soon in the
clear, on our for a coffee-and-pie stop at Springfield.
Thanks to Andrea for her overall organisation, to the all of the contributors to the best meal
I’ve ever had in a hut, and to Jonathan and Li Li who were such good company in the
snow.
Day 1: Arthurs pass to Crow Hut via Avalanche Peak, 7.6 km and ~1160 m height gain
over ~7.25 hours. Participants: Thomas Matern (to near the bush line), Li Li, Jonathan
Carr and Bryce Williamson.
Day 2: Crow Hut to Klondyke Corner, 11.6 km. Participants: as above but with Andrea
Zahn (leader), Alison Downard, Bruce Thomas, Jovan Andric, Sarah Colsa, Karen Garric,
and Sarah Williams.
For more pictures see Bryce’s Picasa site here and Li Li’s photos here and here.
6-7 October 2012

Paske Hut
After reading the trip report of the clubs previous expedition to this remote destination, just
before writing about this more recent one, it is now more clear to this scribe why Uncle
Bernhard was asking me about how high was the ground clearance of my car. I told him it
was just normal, but it is an all wheel drive, and so it was that after meeting at Amberly,
three others piled into my Subaru to follow Uncle Bernhard in his relatively new four wheel
drive as we headed for the wilds of the upper Clarence. The forecast was for showers and
nor-westers with possible snow down to 500M possibly clearing late afternoon or evening,
Sunday was to be fine. After a longish stop at Culverden for pies and coffee, we
set off again looking longingly at the
clear blue sky's above the ranges to the
north and the dark gloomy clouds in the
direction we were heading. Got over
Jacks Pass on a clear road but with
very light snow falling, which got
heavier and heavier as we got closer to
out
destination.
Uncle
Bernhard
stopped at the St James Cycleway to
use the facilities as the snow was falling
quite thickly and had a discussion
with Jonathan where
doubts
were
expressed as to whether we could
actually get over Paske saddle or not or
whether we could camp at the top end
of the Clarence if we couldn't achieve
the above. Our leader was getting cold feet, perhaps after his last experience on this trek
and decided to head back to Fowler Hut for lunch and look at the option of heading into
Lake Guyon instead. So we drove back to Fowler Hut, only to find it full of kids going
Mountain Biking. Executive decision was then made to head back to Lake Tennyson and
have a go at the Paske Saddle. At the Lake, while the snow was still falling, it wasn't heavy
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enough to be settling deeply and so we finally set off around the lake, after crossing the
Clarence outlet without losing any poles or getting overly wet, not long after midday
After skirting the Southern end of the lake in full wet weather regalia, we stopped to eat
lunch in the shelter of the beech trees on the western shore. After scrambling around the
lakes edge, round clumps of Matagari and
scrub, we regrouped at the northern end
of Lake Tennyson before the long and
snowy trudge up the Clarence the snow
not letting up and getting thicker on the
ground as we progressed. We arrived at
the base of Paske Saddle some time just
past 5PM, had a quick refuel and
Jonathon check in to see if everyone was
OK to keep going, as we had a lot of work
yet to do. Fortunately it had stopped
snowing by now and the sun tried to
make an appearance before we
started our ascent.
The going was pretty tough, with a steep ascent of snow covered scrub, but steady
progress was made and we eventually cleared the scrub and got onto the soft new snow.
About 100M from the top it was time to don crampons and this is where
the continuing crampon adventures of Uncle Roddus continue. After the last two
adventures of losing my crampons on a bum slide off the back of my pack and then finding
a broken strap on the last trip, I thought I had sorted them out. Considerable time was
spent first trying to get them strapped on on a steep windy slope with both freezing hands
and frozen crampon straps, after two attempts, as one came off during testing, I
finally got them secured. Others were having trouble also with the first time they had used
them and being unfamiliar with the complex strapping systems. In due course we all got
started, and duly followed Jonathan, Murray and Lovisa, who were well gone by now, up
the very hard ice to the saddle. Dale was the first to the top, but with visibility getting
difficult as the light was fading and the snow was causing difficulty seeing a way off the
top as there was a cornice along the saddle and we couldn't see the tracks of the others
who had already dropped off the saddle. I started to head off to my right, as this looked like
a possible route but the fresh snow became quite deep and here did the crampon
problems start again. My crampon came apart where the two parts joined and as the snow
was fresh and soft I thought I may be OK, I still had one crampon on my foot, but the new
snow was very dry and powdery and did not give much support before
my cramponless foot slid on the ice below. This made the descent a bit frustrating but
I persevered with some bum sliding and foot sliding until we re grouped at the tussock line
where we were able to do away with the crampons. I thought my crampon had broken, but
it turned out that the soft deep snow I had tried to walk through and pressed up the metal
strip and released the little lug that holds them together.
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It was getting dark by this time and so
headlights were extracted from packs and
crampons stored away as we followed
Jonathan and Lovisa's tracks in the snow
down through the beech trees down to the
river. We lost their tracks near the bottom,
so followed the river downstream towards
the hut with this scribe feeling very tired
and somewhat grumpy and seriously
considering the possibility of how he could
get out tomorrow without going back over
the way we came, he wasn't the only one.
We caught up with the others crossing the
river and soon were relieved to site the
hut at about 9:30PM.
As promised, Sunday dawned stunningly fine and all was forgiven and forgotten of the
previous days challenges as we enjoyed the spectacular views presented us by the setting
and all the fresh new snow.
We left the hut at 8:45AM and with great visibility headed back up the valley and started
the climb up to the Paske saddle. The new snow provided better support going up than it
did going down and it was some way up before crampons were needed.
After yesterday's mishaps I was meticulous of knocking the snow off the bottom of my
crampons and one other of the party suffered a similar fate with his crampons as I has the
previous day. The ascent to the saddle was successful and breathtaking(in more ways
than one) and was much easier when we finally hit the hard ice. After some quick photo
shoots on the saddle it was off again back down to the Clarence. The descent started off
well with very hard ice making for excellent cramponing but as we started to hit the softer
stuff and falling through the top crust occasionally the same situation befell my crampons
and made life somewhat more difficult when we hit some harder patches on the way down
first with only one and one half crampon on then just half a crampon till finally both were off
and much more caution was needed than from the others to get me to the bottom.
The Clarence was a little more breezy than the Paske and so most of us hunkered down
behind rocks and banks to partake some lunch before we set off back to Lake Tennyson.
Discussion was had between the two who had done this trip before as to the track that
sidles above the western edge of the lake and as we neared the lake they started
searching for the aforementioned track which was eventually found via a cairn up a small
side creek. This was a well preserved track, allowing us a much faster time along the lake
than the previous day and had this scribe wondering why we didn't use it then, but so go
the peculiarities of an Uncle Bernhard trip. We all safely arrived back at the vehicles
around 5:30PM to no snow and an easy exit back to Hanmer, where Bernhard nearly
earned himself a Loo-loo award by driving off without Stephen, as we headed off back to
Christchurch, I'm sure Stephens wife smartly pointed out the error of his ways as Uncle
Bernhard quickly pulled over to pick up a worried Stephen.
Trampers: Bernhard Pawa (Parawa), Jonathan Automobile (Carr), Lovisa Telephone
(Ericsson), Dayle Drums (Drummond), Loretta and Stephen Madcow (Maddox), Murray
Gilded (Gifford) and Rodney Telephone (no relation) (Erickson) (scribe).
For More Photos from this trip check Rodney's Blog: http://roddus.blogspot.co.nz/2012/10/
paske-hut-6-7th-october-2012.html
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Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.

More about the CTC
Club Officers
President:

Warwick Dowling

981-2045

Senior Vice
President:

Alan Ross

384-6425

Junior Vice
President:

Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Secretary:

Li Li

021 236 3211

Treasurer:

Andrea Zahn

382 1044

Club Captain:

Adrian Busby

325-5001

New Members
Liz Van Ekeris
Rep:

337-0948

New Members
David Cockeram
Rep:

337-0948

Day Trip
Organiser:

Bryce Williamson

351-6366

Weekend Trip
Organiser:

Thomas Matern

354-4309

Social
Convenor:

Jim Western

377-5431

Gear Custodian: Thomas Matern

354-4309

Editor:

322-7793

Sam Cook

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Hut Bookings:

981-4931

Bernhard Parawa

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For bookings, phone
Bernhard Parawa 981 4931; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329; or if they’re both away,
Andrew Wrapson 980-6006. Hut fees are $10 member, $10 member's partner, $20 nonmember, $5 kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell
the hut convenor, Steve Bruerton, ph 322 6196.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Thomas Matern, ph. 354-4309. Note: club
gear assigned to you is your responsibility;
please take care of it. Please make sure you
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the outside of your pack can be easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This may result in serious damage to your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking them on a trip even if they are not
used, and report any damage to the gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent

$3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons

$4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel

$4 per weekend

Large/small weekend
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets

Free

Personal locator beacons

Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 25 November 2012 – Thanks.
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