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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has 
members of all ages, and runs tramping trips 
every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy  (minimal 
experience required) to hard (high fitness and 
experience  required).  We  also  organise 
instructional  courses  and  hold  weekly  social 
meetings. We have a club hut in Arthurs Pass 
and have gear available for hire to members. 
Membership rates per year are $40 member, 
$60 couple, $23 junior or associate, with a $5 
discount  for  members who opt to obtain this 
newsletter electronically. 

For  more  about  how the  club  operates,  see 
More about the CTC. 
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 News 
Hatchings and Matchings: Congratulations to Todd Ellis and partner Trudy on the arrival of 
Aidan James Ellis on Waitangi Day. Todd says he is looking for a pair of tramping boots of the 
appropriate size ... 

Annual General Meeting: The 2010 Annual General Meeting will be on Thursday 22 April. If 
you wish to notify a motion to be raised at the meeting, please send this in writing to: The 
Secretary, Christchurch Tramping Club, PO Box 527, Christchurch 8140. All motions must have 
a proposer and a (different) seconder and should be received by the Secretary by 14 March 
2010. For more details, see notice on back page.
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Tramper of the Month: Antony White 
Place of Birth? New Plymouth, NZ

Snow-caving

Date joined CTC? March, 2009

What was your first  
day trip?

Steep face (excluding the 
famous 10min scree slope 
optional highlight). The trip 
famous for taking fire 
extinguishers up steep hills, 
then having a navigational faux 
pas on top, necessitating a 4 
hour trip back to the cars. This 
was definitely worth the loo loo 
award. Gee I thought, these 
CTC trampers are crazy - I feel 
just at home, so I signed up...

Your first weekend 
trip?

Three Passes during Easter 2009, including a first of tenting in the snow in a 
summer sleeping bag using my wet boots as a pillow, and using crampons for 
real.

How did you find out 
about the CTC?

Richard's well designed CTC website.

Who was the first  
CTC person you met?

Couldn't really tell - a whole bunch of people kinda morphed into one family at 
the start, with no one standing out in particular. 

What future trip are 
you most looking 
forward to?

Any trip with the ingredients of educated people who can hold a good 
conversation on a variety of subjects, stunning scenery and tenting in good 
weather conditions - unbeatable!

Have you done any 
tramping prior to 
joining the CTC?

Heaps, from solos to large school groups to hypothermic experiments to easy 
trips, but virtually all on a track, so it's good to navigate off track and still find our 
way out on the CTC trips!

Did you tramp before 
joining the CTC?

Most of my tramping was done before I joined the CTC!  I'm looking forward to 
doing a lot more with the CTC.

Do you have any 
other interests?

Too many to fit in here, but a few that come to mind are gardening, any social 
sports, reading history, swimming, and trying to wack up a good feed.

Have you always 
lived in NZ?

Yes – why leave?

What is your 
occupation?

Involves lots of numbers, and then the interpretation thereof, and hence the 
reason why I need to go tramping to balance my sanity...however, I still get 
asked technical tax questions in some remote area beyond the reach of IRD...

Is there anything else 
you would like to tell  
the CTC about 
yourself?

Come along to one of my trips and find out!
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Calendar of Trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 
pm on Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor 
Land and opposite Derby Street).  If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the 
nearby side streets, otherwise it may be wheel clamped or towed.  If you are taking your car 
please refuel at Shell Carlton, as they are kind enough to hold our trip lists.  Every trip gives an 
indication of transport costs per person.  Please bring it in cash to help the leader divvy up at 
the end.  

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact 
the trip leader in advance.

Social: We  meet  on  Thursdays  7:30  pm  at  the  Canterbury  Horticultural  Centre  (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A variety of 
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you 
can  give  a  presentation  or  have  ideas,  please  contact  Alan  Ross  384-6425  or  email 
alan.d.ross@orica.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a 
guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.

Saturday 27 February. Leader: Alastair Brown 343-5111 
alastairgbrown@yahoo.com.au 

Godley  Peak. Godley  Peak  (2087m)  is  at  the  end  of  the 
Palmer Range, overlooking the confluence of the Wilberforce 
and  Rakaia  rivers.  See  if  you  can  find  the  elusive  Mother 
Millers  Spring  when  you're  up  there.  After  crossing  a  little 
preliminary light scrub on the flats we'll  go in via one of the 
long spurs - nothing difficult to negotiate, but a sustained climb 
of over 1500m and about 10km each way so it will be a long 
day. Admire the sheep when you are out there - John Robert 
Godley, the man who met the first 4 ships, is regarded as the 
founder  of  the  Canterbury  settlement  and  had  a  strong 
influence on the conditions of those early pastoral land leases. 

Grade: Moderate+ 
Closes: 25 Feb 
Map: K35 
Approx: $25 

Saturday 27 February. (Sunday if weather not 
good on Saturday)

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001 

River Crossing. Come along and take the plunge while the 
water  is  warm  and  the  weather  is  mild.  A River  Crossing 
course  is  essential  training  for  new  trampers  and  a  good 
refresher  for  the  more  experienced.  Even  though  this  is 
summer, bring warm tramping clothing to wear while training. 
You'll need a large pack with a waterproof pack liner filled with 
spare  clothing  etc  to  bulk  it  up  for  pack  buoyancy  while 
training.  Also  bring  a  complete  change of  warm clothing  to 
wear afterwards. Training will be followed by a barbecue (bring 
your own food and drink). Venue will be the Waimakariri River 
close to Christchurch. Meet at the Shell service station at 8am. 
This is fun as well as instructional - come and do it! 

Grade: Training 
Closes: 25 Feb 
Map: M35 
Approx: $10 
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Weekend 27-28 February. Leader: Thomas Matern 385-3507 

Lake Daniells. An easy 9km walk along a well graded track to 
stay in a comfortable hut beside a peaceful shallow lake. What 
more could you want for an introduction to overnight tramping 
or just for a relaxing social outing, well away from the noise 
and bustle of the city? Or you could take your fishing rod and 
try for some trout along the river. Tramping doesn't get much 
more cruisy than this. 

Grade: Easy 
Closes: 18 Feb 
Map: L31 M31 
Approx: $30 

Weekend 27-28 February. Leader: Andrew Tromans 379-2686 

Mueller Hut. Our friend Michelle Hood is in residence as hut 
warden so that seems a good reason to pay a visit. Mueller hut 
is one of the most spectacularly sited huts around with sunset 
and sunrise views of Mt Cook and the constantly collapsing ice 
cliffs of the east face of Mt Sefton. It's a solid 1000m climb up 
to the hut but it's not far distance wise (only about 2km on the 
map). There is a well formed path with steps as far as Sealy 
Tarns (about 1/2 way) then tussock, scree and rock from there. 
No ice axe needed to get to the hut. 

Grade: Moderate 
Closed: 18 Feb 
Map: H36 
Approx:  

Sunday 28 February. Leader: David Henson 942-3954 david-
henson@paradise.net.nz 

Gebbie's Pass -  Packhorse -  Kaituna Valley. A crossover 
tramp  from Gebbie's  Pass  to  Kaituna  Valley  via  Packhorse 
Hut.  "Crossover"  means  the  party  will  divide  and  drive  to 
opposite ends of the trip meeting for lunch at Packhorse Hut 
where  we  exchange  car  keys.  This  allows  a  linear  walk 
through interesting country on the flanks of the higher hills of 
Bank's  Peninsula.  The  Kaituna  section  is  one  of  the  most 
scenic valleys on the Peninsula with extensive areas of native 
bush. This tramp will be done at a relaxed civilised pace and 
should be suitable for most club members. 

Grade: Easy/Mod 
Closed: 25 Feb 
Map: M36 
Approx: $20 

Sunday 28 February. Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931 

Purple  Peak  and  Otanerito. Purple  Peak  overlooks  the 
Akaroa settlement and Harbour. From the peak we'll descend 
through Hinewai (a 1050ha private reserve for the protection 
and restoration of native vegetation and wildlife which abounds 
with birds enjoying the regenerating natives) down to the dinky 
little bay at Otanerito. This trip is definitely at the easier end of 
moderate and would make a good outing for those looking to 
step up from easy-moderate tramping. 

Grade: Moderate 
Closes: 25 Feb 
Map: N36 N37 
Approx: $20 

Thursday 4 March. Club Night 

Tramping in the Italian Alps. Richard Lobb spent the last 5 months of 2008 in Torino (Turin), 
Italy. He will present a selection of photographs of various tramping trips in the nearby alps 
dividing Italy and France and from an excursion to Trento, near the Dolomites.
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Saturday 6 March. Leader: Joy Schroeder 351-4655 

Bobs Knob and the Kowhai River. We'll start from the Big 
Tree  carpark  on  the  highway  and  make  our  way  up  this 
prominent  bump  on  the  ridge  leading  to  Mt  Torlesse.  The 
cartographers  have  churlishly  refused  it  a  name,  but  to 
trampers it is known as Bob's Knob (a proud 1261m, or 600m 
or so up from the river). We can do a loop via Kowhai Stream 
as well for the authentic CTC trip experience - a bit of scrub, a 
lot of tussock, some scree, possibly a wade through the creek, 
and undoubtedly a well-deserved doughnut-stop in Springfield 
on the way home. 

Grade: EasyMod 
Closes: 4 Mar 
Map: L35 
Approx: $20 

Weekend 6-7 March. Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz 

Mt Davey. I keep putting it in the trip list - and I keep not going 
there. maybe this time? 

Grade: Hard 
Closed: 25 Feb 
Map: K33 
Approx: $30 

Weekend 6-7 March. Leader: Liz Tanner 420-1148 
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au 

Mt Peel Basecamp. Who says Big Mt Peel is only for those 
that can rush up and down in a great hurry? The smart ones 
will leave town Sat afternoon, maybe do a short forest walk, 
then enjoy a shared Saturday evening meal, a cozy cabin for 
the night (tent if you're a little bit rough & tough) then get an 
early head start up big Mt Peel at a much more relaxed pace 
than the Moderate+ party doing it as a day trip. Lots of options 
for easier walks as well. Cabins $20/adult, $9/child. Tent sites 
$9. 

Grade: Easy/All/Social 
Closed: 25 Feb 
Map: J37 
Approx: $20+Accom 

Weekend 6-7 March. Leader: Thomas Matern 385-3507 
thomas_matern@yahoo.co.nz 

Rocky Creek - Griffin Creek. An old favourite this one: an 
interesting West Coast trip with a mixture of bush, riverbed, 
and  track.  The  trip  heads  along  some  rough  tracks  and 
riverbed in the Rocky Creek then over a bush saddle to the 
well-situated Griffin Creek Hut. This hut has an outdoor bath, a 
wonderful outlook and blue ducks in the river. Sunday sees a 
climb to  the bushline to  a great  view point  before dropping 
back to the road. 

Grade: Moderate 
Closed: 25 Feb 
Map: K33 
Approx: $30 
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Sunday 7 March. (early start - contact leader) Leader: Antony White 021 0497 893 
phoenixantony@gmail.com 

Big  Mt  Peel. Peel  Forest  is  a  remnant  of  a  magnificent 
podocarp  forest  that  once  covered  a  huge  area  in  mid-
Canterbury and, with its mild moist  climate, has the highest 
diversity of ferns in New Zealand. This tramp will take us right 
into  this  wonderful  area,  ascending  through  the  vegetation 
layers out onto the tussock slopes of Mt Peel. First Little Mt 
Peel (1310m, 900m+ height gain), then a bit over 4k to Middle 
Mt  Peel  (1583m)  and  a  further  2-3k  to  Big  Mt  Peel  itself 
(1743m,  about  1400m height  gain  from the  cars).  As  you'd 
expect, the tussock tops offer panoramic views out over this 
lovely area. Note: there could be an early start - make sure 
you  contact  the  leader  -  and  be  prepared  for  a  long  but 
rewarding day. 

Grade: Moderate+ 
Closes: 4 Mar 
Map: J37 
Approx: $25 

Sunday 7 March. Leader: Bruce Cameron 338-4014 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Three Deans and Whites Gorge. "Once upon a time there 
were three Deans: there was father Dean, mother Dean, and 
baby . . ." no no no. These Three Deans have proper tramping 
names - South Dean (571m), Middle Dean (585m) and North 
Dean (573m) - located in Waipara, North Canterbury. It's about 
500m height gain, in easy country. You'll be traveling along the 
open tops so make sure you bring some warm layers just in 
case. The return will be via Whites Gorge so wet feet on this 
fun easy trip. 

Grade: Easy 
Closes: 4 Mar 
Map: M34 
Approx: $15 

Thursday 11 March. Club Night 

The Scottish Experience. New member Norman Shanks from the U.K. will take us tramping 
in Scotland. He will compare tramping in Scotland with his NZ experience and show us what 
it's like in Winter over there.

Saturday 13 March. Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 

Bealey Spur to the Hut. Start  above the baches at Bealey 
Spur and climb up through sheltering beech forest. On the way 
to the charming old hut at about 1240m, the ridge opens up in 
places to  reveal  immense views over the Waimakariri  River 
and to the mountains beyond. The hut is about a 450m climb 
from  the  cars  and  the  round  trip  is  about  10km.  More 
adventurous trampers can go up Hut Spur above the bushline 
for a bit to admire the impressive horseshoe ridge around to 
Blind Spur from a safe distance. 

Grade: EasyMod 
Closes: 11 Mar 
Map: K34 
Approx: $25 
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Weekend 13-14 March. Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931 
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz 

Mt  Alexander. Alexander  (1958m)  is  a  great  trampers' 
mountain,  situated  in  the  Taramakau  valley  across  from 
Jacksons. Access is up Camp Stream then a 1200m climb to a 
high camp by tarns. Sunday we can climb to the summit or just 
explore the high ridge area then descend. Views into Arthurs 
Pass, to the Paparoas and even to Mt Cook. 

Grade: Moderate+ 
Closes: 4 Mar 
Map: K32 
Approx: $40 

Weekend 13-14 March. Leader: Ken Brown 359-2000 

Mt Thomas - Pinchgut hut - Bobs Bivvy loop. DOC have cut 
a  new  track  from  the  Pinchgut  Hut  to  Bobs  Bivvy  via 
Cattlepeak Ridge making a complete loop behind Mt Thomas. 
We'll start and finish at Mt Thomas picnic area and be doing a 
couple of 5-6 hour days. 

Grade: EasyMod 
Closes: 4 Mar 
Map: M34 
Approx: $20 

Sunday 14 March. Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344 
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz 

Faust. Faust  is  a  1710m peak on the  southern  end of  the 
Libretto Range, in Lewis Pass. Why the Libretto Range? Most 
of the peaks are named after operas: brush up on your selling-
your-soul-to-the-devil  bartering  skills  for  this  one.  We'll  start 
from the Boyle carpark (about 600m) and follow the track up 
through the bush to the open ridge leading to Faust itself. This 
is  a  great  trip  for  trampers  looking  to  step  up  from  easy-
moderate level trips. Options for the return include descending 
Faust to join the St James Walkway back to the cars. 

Grade: Moderate 
Closes: 11 Mar 
Map: M32 
Approx: $25 

Sunday 14 March. Leader: Janet Spittlehouse 981 1944 
jkspittlehouse@hotmail.com 

Tiromoana  Bush. Otherwise  known  as  the  Kate  Valley 
Walkway,  the  Tiromoana  Bush  Track  was  constructed  as  a 
result  of  the landfill  deal.  The club did  a  'test  run'  before it 
officially opened and it's been a popular tramp ever since. It's 
certainly a great way to explore the area to the east of the 
landfill  where native bush and the Ella  Ponds wetlands are 
being protected and restored. The track loops around from the 
Glenafric road to a cliff lookout (Tiromoana means 'view of the 
sea')  and access to  the Ella  Peak Scenic  Reserve and the 
beach and then back past the wetlands. 

Grade: Easy 
Closes: 11 Mar 
Map: N34 
Approx: $15 

Thursday 18 March. Club Night 

A trip to Alaska in style with Sue Napier. A cruise up through the inside passage, a short 
wander through Denali National Park, and then a look at Nome (a town with a difference!) 
near the Arctic circle and the most western place in mainland America.
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Saturday 20 March. Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980-6006 

Glenafric Beach. A gentle womble through the Glenafric farm 
to the beach. Not only is it a great beach to wander on, but it is 
famous  for  its  Miocene  crabs.  Not  a  sea-food  restaurant 
special,  but  the  thousands-of-years-old  version.  The  rock 
hounds love this beach but you don't need to be an expert to 
be able to see the fossils here. A cruisey summer day trip with 
a great leader - take your bucket and spade and other beach 
paraphernelia and have fun. 

Grade: Easy/family 
Closes: 18 Mar 
Map: N34 
Approx: $15 

Saturday 20 March. (Meeting place TBA) Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045 
warwick.dowling@clear.net.nz 

Wilding Pine Control Day 1 - Flock Hill and Constitution 
Hill. Here is where you get a chance to volunteer to kill pest 
trees, and the CTC receives a donation fron ECAN based on 
the number of people we supply. You pay nothing and ECAN 
provides all tools, briefings, and organises 4WD transport. You 
just have to bring your food, water, and normal day tramp gear. 
Today we are dealing with two sites: one at Flock Hill (beside 
last year's area, graded Easy); one at Constitution Hill (this is 
the  the  harder  area,  graded  Moderate).  We want  about  20 
people, with the majority or all  for the harder area. It's work 
rain or shine and you must commit to turn up if your name is 
on the list - if not we lose money! These days are great fun, 
and in addition to the warm glow of healthy exercise you can 
take home a bit of the saintly aura of an eco-warrior! Meeting 
place to be arranged. 

Grade: Work - Easy and 
Work - Moderate 

Closes: 18 Mar 
Map: L34 
Approx: $0 

Weekend 20-21 March. Leader: Thomas Matern 385-3507 
thomas_matern@yahoo.co.nz 

Crow Hut. An easy weekend trip to the beautiful Crow Valley. 
The trip will  go and return via the Waimakariri and Saturday 
night will be spent in the newish Crow Hut under the imposing 
face of Mt Rolleston. Only 13km each way and 350m height 
gain,  although there is some untracked river bed and some 
river crossing involved. 

Grade: Easy 
Closes: 11 Mar 
Map: K33 K34 
Approx:  

Sunday 21 March. Leader: Kerrie Maynard & Scott Fowler 386-
2850 

Mt Ida. Mt Ida (1695m) is a good moderate trip up the Harper 
Road in the lovely Lake Coleridge area. It is not too long and 
with about 1100m height gain,  might be a nice option for fit 
easy-moderate trampers stepping up to moderate trips. As an 
added attraction, there's a wonderful scree-run down and an 
opportunity for a swim at the bottom if it's a hot day. In pre-
Greek myth,  Ida is associated with  the Mother  Goddess. In 
CTC myth, Ida was the location of the famous vacuum cleaner 
trip  (see what  is  possibly  the shortest  and most  cryptic  trip 
report ever, November 24, 1996 – see reprint on P13). 

Grade: Moderate 
Closes: 18 Mar 
Map: K34 
Approx: $25 
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Wednesday 24 March. Leader: Adrian Busby and Warwick Dowling 325-5001 

Nuts  &  Bolts  of  Leading  CTC  Tramps. This  is  a  short, 
informal,  evening  course  on  the  basics  of  leading  a  CTC 
tramp.  If  you  already  lead  trips  but  want  to  ask  a  few 
questions, or don't lead trips but want to find out more, come 
along  and  learn.  The  course  will  cover  prior  organisation, 
equipment a leader may need (club tents etc), vetting of trip 
applicants,  rights  and  role  of  trip  leader,  meeting  points, 
working out transport costs and trip costs, and leading the trip 
in the field. You can ask about anything that may have been 
puzzling you, but we won't load you up with theory, and the 
only notes we will  give out will  be a worked example of trip 
cost calculation - and we will go through this with you. If you 
are a club member hesitant to put your name down to lead, 
then come along and have trip leading demystified by Warwick 
and  Adrian.  We  will  start  at  7.00pm  at  the  club  rooms 
(Horticultural  Centre)  and  finish  about  9.00pm.  Supper 
provided  so  come  along  for  an  informal  and  enlightening 
evening. 

Grade: Training 
Closes: 18 Mar 
Map:  
Approx: $0 

Thursday 25 March. Club Night 

Newsletter folding night. Last chance to put your name on the Easter trip lists as Easter is 
next week. Social time after the newsletter is folded.

Saturday 27 March. Leader: Bruce Cameron 338-4014 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

Mt Alexander (the little one). An easy trip up Mt Alexander?!? 
This is not the big scarey Mt Alexander in Otira - it is the nice 
friendly little Mt Alexander (758m, about 200-300m height gain) 
in  Hurunui  country,  just  north  of  highway  7  after  you  pass 
Waikari  and  the  Weka  Pass  Railway.  We'll  ramble  up  over 
some  rolling  farm  country  and  have  lunch  at  the  radio 
installation on top. Views over the Waikari planes, and up the 
Scargill valley. Eye up Ben Lomond for the future ... 

Grade: Easy 
Closes: 25 Mar 
Map: N33 
Approx: $15 
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Saturday 27 March (could be early start). Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344 
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz 

Mt Sinclair. Mt Sinclair (2065m) is on Mesopotamia Station, 
way up the Rangitata, and is a new trip for us. From the top 
you are looking back right into the Two Thumb range, or out of 
the river toward Mt Harper... Sinclair goes one up on Harper 
though  -  it  sports  a  beautiful  lake  in  a  little  basin  at  about 
1600m, which we'll visit on our way down. [See the photo on 
the front page.]  It's  named after Dr Sinclair,  a past Colonial 
Secretary.  After  his  retirement  he  gained  a  reputation  as  a 
naturalist  and  made  several  trips  back  to  New Zealand.  In 
February 1861 he joined von Haast (who was surveying the 
Rangitata River system) at Mesopotamia Station. On 25 March 
1861 Sinclair was drowned in the river while trying to get to the 
homestead of Samuel Butler. His grave is marked on the map, 
about  a  quarter  of  a mile from the river and in front of  the 
Mesopotamia homestead. 

Grade: Moderate 
Closes: 25 Mar 
Map: J36 
Approx: $25 

Sunday 28 March. Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
Bryce.Williamson@canterbury.ac.nz 

Coopers  Creek  West  Branch. Get  to  Ryde  Falls  from 
Coopers Creek by an alternative route - up the West Branch of 
the  creek  itself.  This  is  a  real  summer  trip,  with  multiple 
crossings  (not  quite  a  chance  to  put  your  new-found  River 
Crossing  Course  skills  into  action  -  this  should  be 
straightforward)  and lots  of  rock-hopping  up  the  creek  bed. 
The falls themselves - three cascades - are above a beautiful 
deep pool. We can get back to the cars either via the track on 
the south of the creek or by the historic tram route. The Oxford 
forest around here is beautiful beech, with scattered rimu and 
splashes of  colour from the red and yellow-leaved horopito. 
There's plenty of bird life as well, from robins and fan-tails to 
the sound of the bell-birds and maybe even a rifleman. The 
round trip is about 14.5 km and about 6 hours - and definitely 
wet feet! 

Grade: EasyMod 
Closes: 25 Mar 
Map: L34 
Approx: $20 

Thursday 1 April. Club Night 

No club tonight as it's Easter. Do not come to club tonight as you will be alone. It's Easter 
and those who can will be on their way to some long Easter trips.

Long Weekend 2-5 April. Leader required. Contact Steve Bruerton 
3226196 

Campbell Biv, Axis Range. D1 - Styx river to Grassy flats hut 
or  camp  on  Styx  saddle.  D2  -  into  the  Arahura  and  up  to 
Campbell Biv. D3 - climb over Mt Axis and Mt Harmen, drop to 
Lake Browning and down to Harmen Hut. D4 - back over Styx 
saddle and out. 

Grade: ModHard 
Closes: 25 Mar 
Map: K33 J33 
Approx: $50 
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Long Weekend 2-5 April. Leader: Stuart Douce 960-7514 

Otago  Rail  Trail. Cycle  tour  the  Dunstan  trail  and  Central 
Otago Rail  trail  .  Dates:  approx 6 days will  be  over  Easter 
(negotiable).  Accommodation:  camping.  Transport:  Share 
transport  costs  to  Alexander.  Mountain  bikes  and  panniers 
required. Contact Stuart if you are keen and we can sort out a 
trip that suits. 960-7514 or stuartdouce@gmail.com 

Grade: MTB 
Closes: 25 Mar 
Map:  
Approx: approx $50 

Saturday 3 April. Leader: Bruce Cameron 338-4014 
Tecbruce@gmail.com 

East ramble on the Port Hills. It's Easter and the Bearded 
Easter Bunny will be hopping over the Port Hills, his loyal band 
of followers in tow ... Well, maybe hopping around rather than 
over:  If  the  tides  are  right,  we'll  explore  the  coast  from 
Governors Bay to Lyttelton; If not, we'll take a look at the 'over 
the top' routes, including trying out some of the lesser-known 
tracks. 

Grade: Easy 
Closes: 1 Apr 
Map: M35 
Approx: $5 

Saturday 10 April. (Meeting place TBA) Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045 
warwick.dowling@clear.net.nz 

Wildling  Pine  Control  Day  2:  Corner  Creek  and  Broad 
Stream. Here is where you get a chance to volunteer to kill 
pest  trees,  and  the  CTC  receives  a  donation  from  ECAN 
based on the number of people we supply. You pay nothing 
and ECAN provides all  tools,  briefings, etc You just have to 
bring your food, water, and normal day tramp gear. Today we 
are dealing with two sites: one at Corner Creek (that's the area 
we've made real progress on over the last few years); one at 
Broad  Stream.  Corner  Creek  is  graded  minimum Moderate 
(where  we  want  15-20  people),  whereas  Broad  Stream  is 
graded  both  Moderate  and  Easy.  Corner  Creek  is  the 
preferential site to fill first with our grade Moderate trampers - 
ECAN wants you there! Ecan will organise 4wd transport for 
Corner Creek, we'll car pool for the other but there will be no 
cost to participants for transport to either site. We want about 
20 people in total (majority Moderate). It's work rain or shine 
and you must commit to turn up if your name is on the list - if 
not we lose money! These days are great fun, and in addition 
to the warm glow of healthy exercise you can take home a bit 
of  the  saintly  aura  of  an  eco-warrior!  Meeting  place  to  be 
arranged. 

Grade: Work - mostly 
Moderate, some 
Easy 

Closes: 8 Apr 
Map: K34 
Approx: $0 

Weekend 10-11 April. Leader: TBA 

Hinewai Reserve Weekend. Details still to be sorted and date 
subject  to  confirming  availability  of  cabins  /  camping.  More 
details next newsletter. 

Grade: Easy/All/Social 
Closes: 1 Apr 
Map: N37 
Approx: $30 + Accom 
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Sunday  11  April.  (could  be  early  start  - 
contact leader)

Leader: David Sutton 960-1877 

Rakaia Spurs. The Spurs is another classic Canterbury trip, in 
the Lake Coleridge area. The last trip here was a bit eventful 
but this time there should be no snow for Warwick to practice 
his self-arrest on, and longer daylight to enable us to avoid that 
walk-out-in-the-dark  feeling.  The  complete  Spurs  trip  goes 
over  three  high  points  (1985m,  1964m,  1902m),  ie  around 
1300m height  gain  plus  a bit  of  up-and-down.  Much of  the 
ridge up is steep and there is some scrambling on the knobby 
bits, especially around the tops. Great fun for fit trampers with 
a bit of rocky-ridge experience. Note there could be an early 
start. 

Grade: Moderate+ 
Closes: 8 Apr 
Map: K34 
Approx: $25 

Sunday 11 April. Leader: Janet Spittlehouse 981 1944 
jkspittlehouse@hotmail.com 

Sudden Valley. Sudden Valley is the home of a lovely little 
river,  Sudden  Valley  Stream,  which  provides  a  very  good 
summer  water-and-rock-hopping  trip.  After  crossing  the 
Hawdon River we start up the Stream itself - multiple crossings 
back  and  forth,  scrambling  round  a  few  easy  bouldery 
sections,  passing  lovely  pools  and  splashing  rapids,  a  few 
diversions into the bush . . . There is a short steep climb of a 
couple of hundred metres to negotiate the Barrier Falls gorge 
and then we descend again and soon afterwards emerge into 
the more open river flats and stunning scenery of upper valley 
with  Mts  Wilson and Scott  above us.  We head to  the  new 
Sudden Valley Biv for  lunch and then travel  back the same 
way. 

Grade: EasyMod 
Closes: 8 Apr 
Map: K33 
Approx: $25 

Saturday 17 April. Leader: Bruce James 332-3473 
Bruce.James@ihug.co.nz 

Oakden. Mt Oakden (1633m) is an interesting almost stand-
alone  peak  between  the  Wilberforce  and  lovely  Lake 
Coleridge.  It's  a  sustained  and  fairly  steep  climb  for  about 
1000m up for most of the way but once there you get to look 
out over the foothills and the lake one side and have a bird's 
eye  view  of  the  Wilberforce,  beautifully  illustrating  what  a 
classic braided river looks like, to the other. There are a variety 
of options for the way up and down, making a great loop trip in 
the Canterbury foothills. 

Grade: Moderate 
Closes: 15 Apr 
Map: K34 
Approx: $25 

Weekend 17-18 April. Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425 
alan.d.ross@orica.com 

Black Hill Hut - Mt Storm. Black Hill Hut from the Lees Valley. 
Leaving town Saturday morning. 7km across gentle farm land, 
them a steady 800m height gain through bush to Black Hill 
Hut. On Sunday continue on a circuit around the tops with a 
few ups and downs, to Mt Storm and descend to the cars. 

Grade: EasyMod 
Closes: 8 Apr 
Map: L34 
Approx: $25 
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Weekend 17-18 April. Leader: Stewart Smith 980-7913 
tramperflo@paradise.net.nz 

Grey Range. A tops circuit near Arthurs Pass. Lagoon Saddle, 
Mid Hill, a side trip to Mt Packard, Bruce Saddle. Camp in the 
head  of  Bruce  stream.  Either  out  down  Bruce  stream  or 
continue on the tops and come down Bealey Spur. 

Grade: ModHard 
Closes: 8 Apr 
Map: K34 
Approx: $35 

Trip Reports
November 24, 1996

From the archives #1: Mt Ida.
Twenty-two people climbed Mt Ida and ate their lunch. Peter Eman and Alan Ross pulled out 
their vacuum cleaners after lunch and cleaned up. We then went back down again, stopping at 
Lake Catherine hut to watch Dayle Drummond, Flo Roberts and Alan Ross have a water fight. 
We then walked back to the cars and went home.

For names of other participants talk to Cathy MacDonald, who made a special point of being 
introduced to everybody.

May 18-19, 1996

From the archives #2: The Ascent of Mount Alexander

This was our first introduction to the Christchurch Tramping Club, to which we'd been attracted 
by what was intended to be a dire warning from denizens of another local club that the CTC 
trampers "park their cars, put their boots on and go!".

As we gathered at the Mobil garage, nobody seemed to be putting their boots on and certainly 
nobody seemed like they were about to go. They had, however, parked their cars, showing 
there was possibly a germ of truth in the warning. An hour later we were still  admiring the 
architecture  of  that  part  of  Victoria  Street  and  were  thinking  of  an  unflattering  managerial 
analogy involving piss-ups and breweries, when Sarah and I realised that we had left behind 
such trivial items as (i) one of our sleeping bags, (ii) one of our Therm-a-Rests, and (iii) my 
wallet. We opted for silence.

The trip soon proved to be organised on Himalayan principles. From Base Camp Spagalimis, 
we bravely ventured forth to set up Advance Base Camp at Alan's house near Hornby. From 
ABC, we pushed out the route to make Camp I at the Bealey pub. Even this lower part of Mt 
Alexander proved fraught with danger and Miriam, intent on keeping the party safe, took an 
executive decision to ignore totally a stop sign at the junction of our minor road and another 
minor road (known to some as the State Highway) and thereby pass through the notorious 
serac zone there as quickly and safely as possible. Camp I had dangers of its own (I could feel 
the initial symptoms of glacier lassitude after my first pint of Speights) and so we made a short 
day to occupy Camp II at Arthur's Pass.

From Camp II we made an alpine start to Camp III at Jackson's pub, after which we discovered 
that high altitude mountaineering in New Zealand has unusual effects on the laws of physics, 
and in particular the generally accepted principle that mass is a constant.  One of our cars 
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apparently met with its antimatter counterpart and had thus gone the way of Schrodinger's Cat 
on an unlucky day. Such losses are just part of the high altitude game and Honora, showing true 
Himalayan leadership skills, bravely soldiered on towards Mount Alexander, intent on climbing 
the mountain in honour of our departed comrades. Soon after setting up Camp IV at Camp 
Creek,  we  discovered  that  Schrodinger's  Cat  had  actually  won  Lotto  that  day  and,  as  a 
consequence,  the missing car had to  be found.  The technical  nature of  the route to follow 
became apparent when Simon strapped his Charlet Moser eggbeater (complete with reverse 
angle beaters) to the outside of his pack.

Soon after leaving the cars, the wisdom of the more experienced hands in the club became 
apparent when they plunged into the bush at speed to get through what was obviously another 
dangerous serac zone which was invisible to newcomers like myself. The group bravely spread 
itself out over a very very large area, a sensible precaution in case we were overtaken by serac 
fall because some would survive and be able to look for the ones who had been in the fall line.

The bravery demonstrated by Captain Oates in the Scott expedition was nothing by comparison 
to Miriam, who bravely ventured back to Camp IV at this point with the stirring words: "I'm just 
going out, I may be some time." After this, Camp V was set up a little further up the stream and 
we  ventured  to  Camp  Va  (cross-leasing  having  reached  even  as  far  as  here)  where  we 
discovered nobody at home and the pint of milk in the letterbox a wee bit on the off side. We left 
a note in the letterbox asking if they'd be interested in starting a local neighbourhood watch 
scheme and then ventured forth to the headwall below the summit massif.

From here, the effects of altitude began to take their toll on me (producing remarkably similar 
symptoms to  Fat  and Unfit  Bastard  Syndrome) and I  was relegated to  looking at  the  fast-
disappearing figures of Flo-the-machine and others. We managed to find a bivouac site under 
an overhanging boulder at the top of the headwall (clearly not big enough for everyone, for two 
of our number had to find their own bivi site 100 metres away) then descended to a wee lake to 
make Camp VI. This was a fine site with good views and the scientific members of our part did a 
cross-calibration test  of  the temperature as the sun fell.  We fuelled up on the renown high 
altitude food known as Simon's Pav then settled down for a pleasant night.

Another alpine start saw us on top of the forepeak of Alexander before yet another serac zone 
forced us to split  into small  groups to assail the final  peak from 10 different directions. The 
summit was gained, a short prayer said for those who had fallen by the wayside en route and 
then the sponsors photos began in earnest. Fearing that we would be caught out like so many 
others during the descent, we made an impressive dash for safety from the summit and we 
emerged 1800m lowerback at Camp IV at dusk. Himalayan climbing principles required us to 
leave the mountain as we found it and so we made a leisurely retracing of our route, particularly 
at Camp III at Jackson's Pub, where we apparently had left a store of beer and chips which had 
to be dealt with before we could leave the mountain with a clear conscience. Another stop at 
Camp II  then we regrouped at ABC to ready ourselves for the public adulation which would 
inevitably greet us back in Christchurch after our glorious ascent.

Honora Renwick (leader), Simon Hassall, Dayle Drummond, Flo Roberts, Sarah Kitson, Alan 
Ross,  Miriam Preston,  Stephen Wynne-Jones, Jim Western,  Marcus Kaufman,  Ian Dephoff, 
Sarah Davies, John Henzell (scribe).
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16 January 2010

Lake Sumner, Jolliebrook hut

Sisters swingbridge Jolliebrook hut

January 16...a week late due to weather but 3 intrepid hikers set off...2 were new to this area... 
so after early 7am start we were ready for the trip about 9.45am...leaving from Sisters car park.

A good steady two hours trek saw us at Gabriels hut and from there we did a quick diversion to 
Lake Sumner...very calm on this particular day...from there it was onto Jolliebrook hut with about 
300m height gain and very pleasant forest...the down hill section following the most lovely brook 
that grew into a pretty impressive stream.

the Jolliebrook hut is quite unique as you have a swingbridge entry to it and from there on about 
30 river crossing to get back on the circuit to the Hurunui...having slipped over several times in 
the river when I went there myself we were happy to retreat the way we had come...a long trip 
about  28kms  solid  tramping  but  well  worthwhile  according  to  my  colleagues...great  day 
weatherwise better that Christchurch's 8 degree day

Trampers: David Cooke, Kees de Jaager, Liz Tanner (scribe)

Page 15 of 20 



24 January 2010

Rakaia Island
Well who said Rakaia Island would be a 3-4 hour easy stroll!

19 keen people left Couplands about 9.30am on an overcast day with predictions of a southerly 
change mid afternoon. The weatherman got it right.

The first half of the day went really easily along a 4WD track running westward near the south 
side of the north branch of the Rakaia River, but somebody decided to head cross country 
through some of the lovely native bush and manuka. Not a good choice as amongst the lovely 
bush was some seriously prickly blackberry and other nasties. This was agonisingly crossed, 
back tracked, and renegotiated to a nice clearing for lunch.

After lunch the intrepid leader decided it was too easy to retrace our footprints all the way along 
the 4WD track in, so let's go down this track instead. Hmm time to get the map & compass out 
as this doesn’t seem to be heading in the right direction, change direction, hmm that water 
canal's very familiar but not where we are supposed to be at this time off the day. Time to head 
east along the fringe of the dairy farm paddocks. After some deliberation Adrian and his GPS 
came out to confirm where we were - okay we just have to keep walking NE as that’s the only 
way to get to the vehicles. Finally we hit the track we came in on and still another hour plus to 
the cars.

Near six hours and most of us are back at the car. Adrian very nicely heads back up the track in 
his 4WD to collect the weary stragglers.

Not an easy stroll, and certainly not boring. Who is up for another trip with Michele?

Trampers: Bayne Hunter, Jan Hendersen, Jason Trimble, Caroline Sobezze, Liz Tanner, Tracey, 
Lisa Harrison, Joy Shroeder, Adrian Busby, John Taylor, David Cook, Sachin Surendran, Divya 
Velunny, Kristin McIvor, Nicki Weekly, Kerrie Smith, Stephan Hoare Vance, Annette Le Cren, 
Michele Hood (scribe).

9-10 Jan 2010

MTB's, Horse Trekkers and Trampers go to Lake Guyon
Ever since Helen bought the St James for like-minded outdoorsy types, I have been intending to 
go see Lake Guyon. And after two aborted attempts to get there, we were not going to be 
deterred by the weather warning keeping everyone else away from close-to-Main Divide rivers 
and locations.

As we parked we saw that we were not to be alone on the track. 3 mountain bikers were busy 
getting their gear together for the ride over to Lake Guyon, intending to do the round trip via 
Maling Pass all in the day.

Ron looked enviously at  them, feeling that  coming on this trip  without  his trusty  Scott  was 
probably a bit wimpy ….. The track up the valley was, with the exception of a few lumpy bits and 
a few steep bits, very kind to fit MTB’ers.

Once over the pass and down the initial  zigzags though,  the track requires a high level  of 
technical skill and strong nerves. We imagine that the lack of weekend gear would make a big 
difference on this descent. The bikers were only just ahead of us in the pretty upper valley but 
then we stopped for scrogg and saw them no more.

Stanley Vale hut  is  an old  cob cottage building with  plenty of  charm from the outside and 
situated in a lovely spot overlooking a green wide valley with cattle grazing. We decided to 
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spend the night here, with the idea that when the weather turned nasty on Sunday we could 
hurry back over the pass before we had even noticed the rain.

So we emptied our packs of sleeping and cooking gear and took off to pretty Lake Guyon – an 
hour away. We wandered along by the lake to the hut to find it inhabited by the gear which we 
worked out must belong to a family of horse trekkers we had seen on their way to Fowlers Pass. 
They had left intentions that they would be returning that evening.

After wandering along to the lake outlet and looking down into the Waiau valley, Arno and I 
decided to return to Stanley Vale hut over Lake Hill. We got a bit tired of climbing so did not go 
all the way to the top but sidled around the top and dropped off down a ridge into the paddock 
before the hut.

The night was a restless one, the hut seemingly was home to many other inhabitants who had 
setup residence long before us. They left our food alone but kept us awake all night and I kept 
wondering if there would be any walls left  in the morning. We can only hope that the DOC 
management plan includes a squatter eviction clause so other folk can have peaceful nights in 
this otherwise pleasant hut. 

Morning brought the expected weather change, so we were up and off early with the wind and 
some drizzle on our backs pushing us up and over the Pass back to the car. By 12:00 we were 
lunching in Hanmer watching torrential horizontal rain and debris flying about outside the café.

It was a pleasant trip in a new area, with lots of possibilities for longer options. Trampers: Susan 
Pearson (scribe), Ron Keeble and Arno Grueber.

7 February 2010

Mt Somers 'Round the Mountain' Challenge

Steve Max and Stu Winner Jeff strolls home

Another year, another Round the Mountain ... and it just gets better and better. As last year, 
people entered as either runners or trampers. Jeff put in a corusculating time of 3 hours, 59 
minutes, 40 seconds to claim the winner’s T shirt. Apparently he had a reasonable lead on Max 
at the top of Stavely Hill,  but Max’s renowned downhill  speed had cut that back to about 6 
minutes by the time they reached the finish point. Last year’s winner Stu had nothing left to 
prove and let Jeff and Max tussle it out – when he passed us he looked like he was just cruising 
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(cruising a lot faster than we were of course, with much less visible effort). Jonathan did the 
entire circuit powered on lollies, Flo was – as usual – the fastest woman. Clive had a bit of 
trouble with cramp but looked comfortable enough when he too passed us (being a tramper 
gives you a great view of the runners ...). Antony clearly got his category a bit confused (he 
entered as a tramper) but at least his claim that he does not run is now thoroughly exploded. 
Stephen and Kees also put in very impressive times. Naomi could have given Flo a run for her 
money had there not been a touch of topological confusion around the Bus-stop area. 

Rodney was clearly determined to improve on last year, and did the whole thing this year in full 
tramping regalia, complete with his usual super-size me pack. Ken is our standard issue knight 
in shining armour for the event – this time he managed to rescue Naomi from the first of the 
topological confusions and still put in a very respectable time. 

Once everyone had finished we all  gathered around the shelter  and carpark for  Malcolm’s 
reviving raro drink,  ice cream, tea from Max’s wonderful  tea billy,  and the various delicious 
picnic  bits  and pieces that  people had brought  along.  The official  tail-end-charlie  sweepers 
(responsible for making sure nobody has fallen by the wayside on the track) for the Woolshed to 
Sharplin Falls section were Ruth and Kerrie – they got caught in the rain which came in later in 
the afternoon but were as cheerful and enthusiastic as always when they arrived. Susan and 
Bernhard had swept from Sharplin around to Woolshed via Pinnacles and walked out to the 
Woolshed car park from there together with Allan Growcott who had bravely started the day with 
a bit of dodgy knee and managed to do something even worse to it part way round. The event T 
shirts ,  works of art by Susan Pearson, were distributed to category winners and spot prize 
winner – you too could get one if you participate next year!

Plenty of people came out to offer general support, which was much appreciated. It was great to 
see friendly encouraging faces as we scampered rather tiredly down Stavely Hill. Lisa Harrison 
also took some lovely photos on that section. The official event photographer Scott was waiting 
at the bottom to capture the moment as each runner or tramper skidded to a halt to have their 
time recorded by Warwick – Warwick and volunteer Kathy did a wonderful job at the Sharplin 
Falls  base  for  the  day,  keeping  everyone  organised  and  coordinated,  timing  and  general 
administration. 

Thanks  again  to  Paul  White  and  the  other  wonderful  Mountain  Radio  people,  Lew  Shaw 
(Warden at the Mt Somers hut) whose help was invaluable, and to everyone else who helped 
out. The whole event was orchestrated and organised by Susan Pearson and a wonderful time 
was had by all.

And of course, thanks to the runners and trampers, without whom the event would have lost just 
a little of its pizzaz:

(runners)  Stu  Smith,  Flo  Roberts,  Jeff  Hall,  Max  De  Lacey,  Steve  Bruerton,  Clive  Marsh, 
Jonathan Carr, Naomi Wells.

(entered as trampers but must have had both feet off the ground at the same time most of the 
way): Antony White, Stephen Hoare-Vance, Kees De Jager, Linda Lilburne.

(trampers):  Andrew Tromans, Rodney Erkison, Ken Brown, Emma Bosworth,  Jessica Thorn, 
Allan Growcott, Cathy Harlow, Jenny Harlow.
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Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.

House sitter wanted: House sitter required whilst we are away overseas 29 May through to 16 
July  (seven  weeks).  Looking  for  a  reliable  person  to  look  after  our  animals:  2  cats  a  few 
chickens and a few sheep. Would take only a few minutes a day. If interested contact Adrian or 
Kerrie on 325 5001.

More about the CTC 
Committee:

President 
Warwick 
Dowling

981-2045 Club Captain Adrian Busby 325-5001 

Vice-president Steve Bruerton 322-6196 Day-trip Organiser Jenny Harlow 349-2280

Secretary Cathy Harlow 349-2280
Weekend-trip 
Organiser 

Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Treasurer Malcolm Carr 960-5281 Hut Convenor David Watson 981-7929

Editor/Webmaster Richard Lobb 351-2344 Gear Custodian Ken Brown 359-2000

Social convenor Alan Ross 384-6425 New Members Rep
Janet 
Spittlehouse

981-1944

Our Club Hut:  In  the Arthur’s  Pass township,  with  all  the comforts  of  home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back door. A 
great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book before 
leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, phone Dave Watson 
981-7929; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329; or if they’re both away, Andrew Wrapson 980-
6006. Hut fees are $10 member, $10 member's partner, $20 non-member, $5 kids under 12. If 
you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell Dave. 

Equipment  Hire:  The  Club  has  a  range  of 
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is  Ken 
Brown 359-2000. Note: club gear assigned to you 
is your responsibility; please take care of it. Please 
make sure you put tents inside your pack. Tents 
attached to the outside of your pack can be easily 
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.  This 
may  result  in  serious  damage  to  your  bank 
account! Please air and dry tents after taking them 
on a trip even if they are not used, and report any 
damage to the gear custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend packs $2 per weekend

Helmets $2 per day

Personal locator beacons Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor 
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by Sunday, 21 March 2010 – Thanks. 
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Christchurch Tramping Club (INCORPORATED)
78th Annual General Meeting

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 78TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB 
(Incorporated) WILL BE HELD AT THE CANTERBURY HORTICULTURAL CENTRE, SOUTH HAGLEY PARK, 57 

RICCARTON AVENUE (ENTRANCE OPPOSITE THE HOSPITAL) ON:

THURSDAY 22 APRIL 2010 AT 7.30PM

(DOORS OPEN FROM 7PM)

AGENDA

1. Confirmation of the minutes from the 77th Annual General Meeting.

2. Matters arising from the minutes.

3. Presentation of the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31 January 
2010.

4. Election of Committee for the ensuing year.
Committee

President

Senior Vice-President

Junior Vice-President

Secretary

Treasurer

Editor

Club Captain

Weekend Trip Organiser

Day Trip Organiser

Hut Convenor

Gear Custodian

Social Convenor

Club Patron

And a maximum of 6 other members

5. Election of Honorary Auditor.

6. Notified motions

7. General business
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	 News 
	Hatchings and Matchings: Congratulations to Todd Ellis and partner Trudy on the arrival of Aidan James Ellis on Waitangi Day. Todd says he is looking for a pair of tramping boots of the appropriate size ... 
	Annual General Meeting: The 2010 Annual General Meeting will be on Thursday 22 April. If you wish to notify a motion to be raised at the meeting, please send this in writing to: The Secretary, Christchurch Tramping Club, PO Box 527, Christchurch 8140. All motions must have a proposer and a (different) seconder and should be received by the Secretary by 14 March 2010. For more details, see notice on back page.
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