THE CHRISTCHURCH
TRAMPER
Published by CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB INC.
PO Box 527, Christchurch, www.ctc.org.nz
Affiliated with the Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ Inc.
Any similarity between the opinions expressed in this newsletter and Club policy is purely coincidental.

July 2010

Vol. 80

No. 3

The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has
members of all ages, and runs tramping trips
every weekend, ranging from easy (minimal
experience required) to hard (high fitness and
experience required). We also organise
instructional courses and hold weekly social
meetings. We have a club hut in Arthurs Pass
and have gear available for hire to members.
Membership rates per year are $40 member,
$60 couple, $23 junior or associate, with a $5
discount for members who opt to obtain this
newsletter electronically.
For more about how the club operates, see
More about the CTC.
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News
New Members Welcome: We welcome four new members to the club this month: Jim Knight,
Matt Gunn, Catherine Tatarniuk and Brad Harasymchuk. Please accept the club's warm
welcome to you all.
Honorary Auditor: Doug Napier has agreed to become the Club's Honorary Auditor, replacing
Greta Vink whose retirement from the role was announced in the last newsletter. Many thanks
again Greta for all your work in this capacity over the years, and thank you Doug for stepping
forward.
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Tramper of the Month: Susan Pearson
Where are you from
originally?

Born in the UK, lived in the in USA,
travelled for a couple of years in
South America, worked for a while
in Malta (in the Mediterranean) and
spent 4 years on the Seychelles.
Came to Godzone in 1997

Date joined CTC?

2002

Family?

Married to long suffering Ron who
already had big kids; never felt the
need / drive / pressure / desire to
have any of my own.

Occupation?

Support manager for a software
house.

Have you served on
committee?

Yes, I have been new members rep
and while not on committee any
longer I still help maintain the club
membership database.

Favourite day tramp?

Mt Somers walkway.

Favourite multiday
tramp?

The Copland Pass was a superb trip, starting in the dry hot dramatic serious
rock and snow of Mt Cook National Park and ending in the lush wet wild green
jungle of the west coast. It's a wonderful transition of terrain made even more
spectacular by the relatively short distance.

Favourite hut?

Asbestos Hut, once the home of Henry and Anne Chaffey. The romance of
their story would be hard to match and you can still feel it in the hut today.

Favourite National
Park

The Kahurangi. Wonderful tramping country; go there and don't forget to vist
Asbestos hut.

Who or what had the
biggest influence on
your tramping days?

John Henson has been hugely influential. He encouraged me to push the
boundaries and do all sorts of tramps I would never have believed myself
capable of. He also introduced me to trampingrelated activities like ice climbing
and skitouring. John taught me 75% of what I know about tramping and I will
forever be in his debt. Another big infuence has been GPS technology and
Doug Forster's Freshmap program. Highly recommended.

What's the funniest
thing to happen to
you while tramping?

The look on Alan Ross's face, when I agreed to his kindly proposition of
washing my muddy bottom, after I had gone for an impromptu slide down a
bank.

What's the most
embarrassing thing to
happen to you while
tramping?

Losing my shorts to a gust of wind, when down at a river washing. I will never
be able to forget it since this was the trip that caused me to get the club looloo.
(Before you ask, it was a different trip to the one where Alan washed my
bottom.)

Do you have any
other interests?

I like to dance Ceroc, I do a bit of biking, skiing, and I read a lot.
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Obituary: Miles Banks
The Club was saddened to hear of the death earlier this month of Miles Banks. Miles joined the
Club in 1953 was a very active member in the 1950s and 60s. Michael Anderson recalls that
Miles was one of the CTC party who tramped through the Haast Pass before the road was built,
and other members from the same era have many memories of tramps with him. Miles came to
the Club's 75th anniversary celebration in 2007. Our sympathy to Miles' family and friends.

Calendar of Trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm
on Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land
and opposite Derby Street). If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the nearby
side streets, otherwise it may be wheel clamped or towed. If you are taking your car please
refuel at Shell Carlton, as they are kind enough to hold our trip lists. Every trip gives an
indication of transport costs per person. Please bring it in cash to help the leader divvy up at
the end.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact
the trip leader in advance.
Social: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital). A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If you
can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Alan Ross 3846425 or email
alan.d.ross@orica.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a
guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.
Saturday 26 June.

Social Event

Midwinter breakfast. Annual midwinter breakfast at the Chateau On The Park (Deans Ave).
For the uninitiated this is the annual awarding of the Loo Loo trophy for the biggest cockup of
the preceding year. Come along and be entertained by tall tales and occasionally un
embellished accounts of what can go wrong in the hills. Please dredge through your memory
from the previous year and tell us about the bloopers. Meet 8am at Garden Court Brasserie
for a great breakfast. Buffet is $18.50 (yes, special price this year), Continental is $18.50, kids
512 are $1/year. You must put your name on the trip list or email alan.d.ross@orica.com or
ph 3846425 BEFORE the 22nd as we have to give the restaurant confirmed numbers. Bring
an empty tummy and a story.
Weekend 2627 June.

Leader: Thomas Matern 3853507

Cedar Flats. The Cedar Flats Huts are around 5 hrs walk up Grade:
the Toaroha River on the West Coast near Lake Kaniere. The Closes:
attraction here is that  depending on river flows and Map:
excavation energy  a hot bath rewards your walk in.
Approx:
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Easy
17 Jun
J33
$40

Sunday 27 June.

Leader: Bruce James 3323473

Broken Hill. Broken Hill overlooks the limestone escarpment
land on Flock Hill and the Cave Stream area. We'll park at the
Craigieburn picnic area, cross the road, and make our way up
past Trig G to the summit (1486) and then probably on to the
unnamed pt 1586. From there we can do a nice loop back to
the cars. If there is no snow this trip will be at the easier end of
moderate, with some 700800m height gain and about 15k of
tramping; talk to the leader closer to the day to check on
conditions.
Sunday 27 June.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
24 Jun
K34 L34
$25

Leader: Dayle Drummond 3371718

Flagpole Hill. Stamping ground (probably literally) of the
redoubtable Lady Barker (Station Life In New Zealand, etc),
Flagpole Hill is also close to the forestry plantation where your
leader has done some arborihusbandry work and is anxious
to check on the fate of the little seedlings he has launched
upon the world ... Flagpole itself is an accessible 892m (about
600m height gain) and there are various options for the ascent
and descent depending on the group.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Thursday 1 July.

Easy/Mod
24 Jun
M34
$15

Club Night

Let's go to South America with Jonathan Carr. Jonathan took 9,000 photos during this trip.
We have asked him not to show them all. As you know Jonathan's photos are always good but
the highlight is usually the associated stories. He did this trip on the cheap spending every
night in a tent. Oh it's to Patagonia down the bottom!
Saturday 3 July.

Leader: Richard Lobb 3512344
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Woolshed Hill. Woolshed Hill (1429m) stands above the
Hawdon, off the Mt White Road. Our last scheduled trip there
diverted due to bad weather, so we are giving it another go.
There will be about 820m of ascent, mostly through beech,
following a good track up the crest of a ridge and then about a
kilometre of tussocky tops to the summit, with options to
explore further if you want to ... The first 300m or so up is
reasonably steep. Great views from the top down into the
Waimakariri/Hawdon confluence and the upper Sudden Valley.
If there is no snow this trip will be at the easier end of
moderate; talk to the leader closer to the day to check on
conditions.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
1 Jul
K33 L33
$25

Weekend 34 July.

Leader: Andrew Tromans 3792686

Lake Christabel, Rough Creek. A pleasant weekend Grade:
destination. Follow the Blue Grey River along some grassy Closes:
flats then through beech forest. Stay the night at Lake Map:
Christabel Hut. Come out the next day over Rough Creek.
Approx:
Sunday 4 July.
Early start  contact leader.

Moderate
24 Jun
L31
$40

Leader: Antony White 3815993
phoenixantony@gmail.com

Cloudsley. Cloudsley is one of several 2000m+ peaks on the
southern end of the Craigieburn range and a great place at
any time of year. Cloudsley itself is about 1300m height gain
from Castle Hill village. From the Craigieburn ridge we can
look right over to the gods on Mt Olympus. If there is snow
around you'll need to have done your basic snow craft or
equivalent for this trip, but if you have it is a pretty good
introduction to more serious alpine tramping: ice axe and
crampons (and the ability to use them) will probably be
required. Note  there could be an early start  contact leader.

Grade:

Moderate (requires
snow skills)
Closes: 1 Jul
Map:
K34
Approx: $25

Thursday 8 July.

Club Night

A show of unusual photos by John Visser. A range of NZ outdoor photos that are unique.
Many are humorous. HintJohn has been experimenting with Photoshop!
Saturday 10 July.

Leader: Kerrie Maynard 3862850

Mt Somers. Mt Somers (1687m) is an old volcano and so this
is an interesting geological area as well as a superb day tramp.
It's about 1100m height gain, a sustained and sometimes steep
climb up from beech woods and through scrub and onto the
open flanks before gaining the summit, so be prepared for a
good grunt going up, but be rewarded with a great sense of
achievement, panoramic views, and then tea at the dinky little
Staveley Store store. The track up Mt Somers can get icy in
winter so be prepared to bring crampons and iceaxe as well
as your usual wintertramping warm layers etc.
Weekend 1011 July.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
8 Jul
K36
$20

Leader: Thomas Matern 3853507

Cameron Hut  Arrowsmiths. Located behind Mt Somers, the
Arrowsmith Range is far larger and steeper than the
surrounding foothills. 5 or 6 hours tramping, with only a little
climbing towards the end, will get us to the Cameron hut,
situated on the remnant terminal moraine of the Cameron
Glacier. Spectacular views from the hut on to the Arrowsmith
mountains.

Page 5 of 16

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
1 Jul
J35
$35

Sunday 11 July.

Leader: John Allen 3553959

Tiromoana Bush. Otherwise known as the Kate Valley
Walkway, the Tiromoana Bush Track was constructed as a
result of the landfill deal. This is a great way to explore the
area to the east of the landfill where native bush and the Ella
Ponds wetlands are being protected and restored. As an
added bonus your leader is an expert on landfills  take your
chance now to ask all those burning questions about liners and
leakage as you tramp along! The track loops around from the
Glenafric road to a cliff lookout (Tiromoana means 'view of the
sea') and access to the Ella Peak Scenic Reserve and the
beach and then back past the wetlands.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
8 Jul
N34
$15

Thursday 15 July.

Club Night

Routeburn/Hollyford and Homer Saddle history. As the title suggests Murry Gifford will tell
us about the early explorers of these places. He will also take us on a summer traverse of the
Routeburn/Caples.
Saturday 17 July.

Leader: Bruce Cameron 3384014
Tecbruce@gmail.com

More Coastal wanderings  Baleine Point. An easy coastal
bay tramp starting at Puari. From there we can use the farm
track out to Baleine Point, overlooking Beacon rocks at Port
Levy's East Headland. Then we proceed round the coast to
some little bays and as yet unknown points where seals and
penguins may be in residence. Then we ramble up the ridge
back to the cars and back for rehydration at the cafe. Most of
this tramp is on farm tracks and is ideal for those who are
vertically challenged (in a tramping sense of course).
Saturday 17 July.
Note 7.30am departure  see below

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy+
15 Jul
N36
$15

Leader: Doug Forster 3375453
doug@forster.net.nz

Pinchgut Hut  Bobs bivvy circuit. We will start at the end of
Taffes Glen Rd and take the track around the river to Pinchgut
Hut. From there we use the new DOC track over Cattlepeak
Hill to Bobs Bivvy. After that we follow the usual track (recut
we hear) around the ridge to the track junction at pt 953 and
then take the old ridge track (probably a bit overgrown) down
to rejoin the inwards track and back to the cars. This will be a
longish day but it is straightforward travel. There is a single
deep ford at the very start so you can bring sneakers to use for
this if you are averse to having wet feet. Note that departure
will be from the Shell, Papanui, at 7.30am. There will be no trip
list at club: you must phone the leader to put your name down.
If the forecast is not favourable for Saturday the leader may
change the trip to Sunday.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
15 Jul
M34
$20

Weekend 1718 July.

Leader: Steve Bruerton 3226196

Polar Range. When better to visit the Polar Range than in the
depths of winter? To ensure best temperature appreciation we
will approach via Sudden Valley stream, camping somewhere
past the Biv. An afternoon jaunt to visit Wilson and Scott, wave
along the ridge at Bowers and across the valley to Oates, who
is presumably still going to be over there for “some time”. As
for Evans, he is stuck over by the headwaters of the Rakaia
and we’ll leave that visit for another day. Recommended pre
trip reading: The Worst Journey in the World by Apsley Cherry
Garrard. After the penguin egg episode Sudden Valley will look
tropical. Bonus trip points for anyone sleeping in frozen
reindeer skin. Option to travel only to the campsite then light a
bonfire for warmth, or carry on to climb Wilson/Scott. Possibly
return via Red Beech Stream.
Weekend 1718 July.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

ModHard
8 Jul
K33
$30

Leader: Liz Tanner 021 140 0531
Email: lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Port Levy Base Camp. 1 night, 2 nights or Day visitors Grade:
welcome. Bring fishing gear. Easy walk along bayside or we Closes:
can climb to the ridgeline overlooking Pigeon Bay or Adderley Map:
Heads.
Approx:

Easy/All/Social
8 Jul
N36
$15+$20/night

Thursday 22 July.

Club Night

Where in the South Island are we? Paul Knox will show a selection of photos from his
tramping and flying exploits. Small teams will have to try and work out where or what they are!
There will be prizes (of a modest nature) for the winners!
Long Weekend 2325 July.
Friday evening plus full weekend

Leader: Adrian Busby 3255001

Introductory snowcraft course. An introduction to the basic
snow skills needed by any club member wishing to head into
the high country over winter. The course covers the use of
iceaxe and crampons, basic avalanche awareness, winter
survival techniques and snow shelters. Friday night is part of
the course, stopping at the club hut. Participants will need
warm winter clothing, ice axe, crampons and helmet. These
can be hired from the gear custodian ..... get in quick with your
bookings or you will have to hire gear from the mountaineering
shops in town.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Training
15 Jul
K33
$60

Saturday 24 July.

Leader: Richard Lobb 3512344
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Barrosa. In the Clent hills, Mt Barrosa is a wee bit further west
than Mt Somers and a wee bit lower too (1364m). It is an
interesting geological area (Barrosa Andesite) and rumour has
it that keen rock hounds can find geodes (whatever they are).
Historians and linguists will appreciate that this is not the `red
earth barossa', redolent of red wine, but the 1911 Peninsula
Wars version  NZ was, after all, originally a colony . . .
Remember that at least basiclevel snow skills are probably
necessary for any moderate trip at this time of year.
Weekend 2425 July.

Grade:

Moderate (requires
snow skills)
Closes: 22 Jul
Map:
J36
Approx: $20

Leader: Antony White 3815993

Torlesse Full Moon Trip. There aren't many full moons that
fall on the weekend over winter, so I'm hoping to do an
overnight climb to the top of Torlesse with the full moon
reflecting off the snow (well, that's the theory anyway...)
However, the trip is very weather and snow dependent, so it
could be either Friday or Saturday night. If Friday, we aim to
leave Christchurch at 7pm, climb to the top, then crash back at
the Kowai Hut for a late morning sleep in and get back to town
later that day. If Saturday, then I'd like to leave about 5pm, and
crashing at the above hut, before returning say lunchtime
Sunday. Ice axe and crampons necessary.
Sunday 25 July.

Grade:

Moderate (requires
snow skills)
Closes: 15 Jul
Map:
L34
Approx: $20

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914
susan@toniq.co.nz

Three Deans. "Once upon a time there were three Deans:
there was father Dean, mother Dean, and baby . . ." no no no.
These Three Deans have proper tramping names  South
Dean (571m), Middle Dean (585m) and North Dean (573m) 
located in Waipara, North Canterbury. It's about 500m height
gain, in easy country. You'll be traveling along the open tops so
make sure you bring your warm layers. This is a great easy
winter tramp.
Thursday 29 July.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy+
22 Jul
M34
$15

Club Night

Newsletter Folding Night. After we fold and stuff the newsletters we will have some social
catch up time.
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Saturday 31 July.

Leader: Michael Newlove 3558360

Rakaia Gorge Walkway. Rakaia Gorge Walkway is a nice
easy trip, mainly following the cliffs above the gorge, and gives
great views of the gorge and surrounding landscape. "The
scenic attractions of the walkway are outstanding. A number of
viewpoints along the clifftop afford dramatic perspectives of
the mighty blue Rakaia River as it swirls past the steep bluffs,
broad shingle banks and patterned farm terraces . . ." (Pat
Barrett). The walkway itself (5k each way) starts in farmland
but then enters areas of regenerating native bush, passes the
disused Snowdon Coalmine, and ends in a good viewpoint.
There is also the option  perhaps for the return trip  of a short
loop which takes you down to the Rakaia itself.
Saturday 31 July.
Early start  contact leader.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
29 Jul
K35
$15

Leader: Calum McIntosh 3766133
patncalum@yahoo.com

Travers  Trovatore. Travers Peak (1724m) is just above the
Lewis Pass Highway, accessed from the west via a nice bush
track. From Travers we can descend a couple of hundred
metres and trot over to Trovatore (1737m) and then  conditions
allowing  head northeast along the ridge to pick up a nice
descent into a stream. That takes us down to the Maruia and
thus we can pick up the St James back to the Lewis Pass
carpark. Height gain about 1000m+, snow skills and ice axe
and crampons are a must. Early start  contact leader, and this
trip could go on Sunday instead, depending on the weather.
Weekend 31 July1 August.

Grade:

Moderate+
(requires snow
skills)
Closes: 29 Jul
Map:
M31
Approx: $30

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531
Email: lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Hanmer Base Camp. Always a popular social weekend. A
Hanmer Base Camp offers tramps for all grades from easy
strolls to harder trips, a MTB ride or maybe just lazing around
in the hot pools. Some leave Friday night, some on Saturday
morning. Stu has a trailer for anyone wanting to take MTB.
Weekend walk options to suit all. $50 for both nights
accommodation includes Saturday night dinner. Limited
spaces left, contact Liz as soon as possible.
Sunday 1 August.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/All/MTB
22 Jul
N32
$30 + Accom($50)

Leader: Ken Brown 3592000

Mt Oxford. Question: why is it always a southerly on Mt
Oxford? Answer: because we always go there when the
forecast for wherever we wanted to go originally is truly awful.
This gives Mt Oxford rather a bit of a tough task, so today we'll
make it our first option. Lovely beech forest, open tussock
tops, about 1000m of height gain, probably snow, a convenient
stonewall shelter to cower behind for lunch at the top, and  if
it is a good day  the possibility of a westward trek across the
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Grade:

Moderate (requires
snow skills)
Closes: 29 Jul
Map:
L34
Approx: $15

tops and a loop back... what more could you want?
Thursday 5 August.

Club Night

8000km cycle trip!! In 2006 club member Stuart Douce spent 5 months cycling 8000k from
Alaska to Mexico with a side trip up the Dempster Highway to the North West Arctic. He will
show a video of his trip. Wow, this should be amazing!
Long Weekend 68 August.

Leader: Thomas Matern 3853507

Welcome Flats. Take a day off work and enjoy a quiet long
winter weekend at Welcome Flats. Leaving Thursday night for
Hokitika. About a 7 hr walk on good graded tracks to Welcome
Flats. Optionally a day trip up towards Copland Pass. And lots
of time in the hot pools of course. Sunday walk out and drive
home.
Saturday 7 August.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
29 Jul
H36
$65

Leader: Warwick Dowling 9812045
warwick.dowling@clear.net.nz

Mt Isobel. Mt Isobel (1324m) lies on the open poled tops
between Jacks Pass to the west and Jollies Pass to the east. If
we go up via the delightfullynamed Dog Stream track, there is
about 850m of height gain, some of it steep but on a marked
route, through bush and then tussock slopes to the tops.
Possibile variants include starting from higher up Jack's Pass
and doing a carshuffle. Petition your leader to see if a dip in
the Hanmer hot pools afterwards is a possibility...

Grade:

Sunday 8 August.

Leader: Chris Curry 3515913
chris.curry@xtra.co.nz

Bealey Spur to the Hut. Start above the baches at Bealey
Spur and climb up through sheltering beech forest. On the way
to the charming old hut, at about 1240m, the ridge opens up in
places to reveal immense views over the Waimakariri River
and to the mountains beyond. There will probably be snow
around, especially in the open areas. Usual winter warm
layers, plus a walking pole and gaiters may be useful. The hut
is about a 450m climb from the cars and the round trip is about
10km. More adventurous trampers can go up Hut Spur above
the bushline for a bit to admire the impressive horseshoe ridge
around to Blind Spur from a safe distance.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Weekend 1415 August.

Moderate (requires
snow skills)
Closes: 5 Aug
Map:
N32
Approx: $25

Easy/Mod
5 Aug
K34
$25

Leader: Craig Beere 3810839

Cass Lagoon. A popular trip to the luxurious Hamilton hut Grade:
over two saddles and out along a valley. Side trips up Mt Bruce Closes:
are available for the more energetic on the trip.
Map:
Approx:
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Moderate
5 Aug
K34
$30

Sunday 15 August.
Early start  contact leader.

Leader: Clive Marsh 3256253
clive.marsh@clear.net.nz

Rome Ridge and beyond? Hilaire Belloc and the Path to
Rome anyone? Rome Ridge, or wherever the conditions are
good for a bit of alpine climbing adventure. You'll need good
experience on steep snow and ice, and of course the gear. It
could be a good year for snow so provided it stays up there
and consolidates nicely this should be a great opportunity to
get out for a bit of the more serious alpine stuff.
Weekend 2122 August.

Hardish (probably
climbing
something)
Closes: 12 Aug
Map:
K33
Approx: $25

Leader: Antony White 3815993

Snow Cave Adventure. Having done the snowcraft course
with Adrian, it would be good to actually spend the night in a
snowcave. Not sure where exactly, it will be somewhere not too
far from Christchurch, probably in the Craigieburns. However,
this trip is obviously dependent upon snow conditions and
weather. We will allow several hours to make a decent cave,
depending on numbers, and then sleep the night in it. That's
the plan, so if anyone is up for coldstar accommodation for
Saturday night (where else would you be?), and have done a
basic snowcraft course that involved building a rudimentary
snowcave, then join up!
Weekend 2829 August.

Grade:

Grade:

Moderate (requires
snowskills)
Closes: 12 Aug
Map:
tdb
Approx: $30

Leader: Liz Tanner 021 140 0531 and Thomas Matern 385 3507
Email: lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au, thomas_matern@yahoo.co.nz

Lake Tekapo Base Camp. Talk to Liz if you want to know
more about a winter tramping weekend in/around Tekapo or
talk to Thomas if you want to spend 4 days skiing at Round
Hill, the perfect place to learn it. Accommodation is either
$10/night (NIWA holiday house) or $30/night (more luxurious
place). The places are filling quick already so hurry up if you
want to join.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/All/Social
19 Aug
I37
$40 + Accom

Trip Reports
25 – 27 October 1997

From the Archives: The Three Passes Trip
West to east (the uphill way)
"To the woods I say". Myself and seven fellows comprised the "A" team heading east on the
three passes trip. It was to be a crossover trip with teams leaving from each direction.
Everybody met Friday night at the club hut. The trip leaders Alan (W to E) and Keith (E to W),
and too many others, discussed the options of what to do if we hadn't met by approximately
midday on the middle day. What we had to avoid at all costs was to have all people end up at
the same end as this would cause a huge car shuffle!
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Saturday morning did not start well for Alan. He left his maps in the club hut, bowled a weka on
the road, and killed a bird when it hit the windscreen. All before we started walking! No fear, I
had faith in Alan's compassing ability and sense of direction, or maybe it's that super digital
watch!
By 9:30, with cars parked (Keith's was booby trapped), gear divided and packs weighed we
headed up the Styx river. By lunch time the rain was constant. Bruce was seen sporting the
latest in cotton parkas. After a brief stop at Grassy Flats Hut and a suspension bridge crossing
(which I hear allows great views of the gorge below if you dare look!) we arrived at Harman Hut
around 4pm. So in the comfort of the hut we enjoyed tea, then the entertainment began. Adrian
demonstrated his talent of blowing wind two ways, and the jokes!!! Yes, Jim's bear joke, need I
say more? Mr Ted made a 30 second appearance then was gone and I understand hasn't been
seen since.
Sunday we headed up the Arthur River in misty fog. About an hour later Bruce had a mishap. A
rock was dislodged which resulted in a larger boulder running over Bruce. While Bruce was
being attended to by Jim and Adrian, Alan and Andrew set up the mountain radio that Bruce had
been carrying. At about 12:30 the helicopter landed. Bruce sustained a broken Ulna (bone in the
forearm) and stitches to his leg and face. He was very very lucky!
The original goal of the tarns above Harman Pass was reduced to the much closer Park
Morpeth Hut. Upon arrival at the top of Browning Pass and looking down at the very steep snow
it was deemed unsafe to descend. The snow was packed at least 5 metres outwards on the east
side and then descended very sharply. Herein causes another glitch in the day's schedule!
Soon, way down in the distance, we could see the B team approaching. Various efforts were
attempted to communicate to the B team, now at the bottom of the pass, that we were not
coming down. The distance being too great for voice contact. We circumnavigated Lake
Browning and returned to Harman Hut. Dinner was eaten outside the hut with much discussion
on how the B team would have interpreted our action. We watched for them and placed bets on
their successful crossing of the pass. Our dinner guest was Wally the Weka, he was very
friendly. We spent the evening making up "Bruce jokes" eg. what is Bruce's favourite work
activity… building a rockery (he is a landscape gardener) and far worse ones.
Since today was Labour Day we treated ourselves to a wee sleep in. By 9:30, with a last look
toward the pass and a brief of what happened in the hut book we retraced our steps in the
drizzle. While having a leisurely lunch at Grassy Flats Hut, with no warning Keith bursts through
the door!! Some were surprised, even shocked, that the B team had climbed up Browning Pass.
Some people lost the bet. Sarah and Larry were the ambush victims of Rob's Nerf water
bazooka. Somehow they weren't in the same playful mood.
So fifteen people on the west coast, zero on the east and just two cars west! What followed for
the remainder of the evening was a horrendous car shuffle to and from the Bealey pub. The
return time to Christchurch was 1am.
One last note, sorry Todd but it has to be mentioned. Alan challenged Todd to a race to the cars
from about 1km away. Believe it or not Alan won! Amy.
Amy was an American visitor to NZ. This trip will be memorable to me due to the incredible
humorous verbal banter within our team—thanks folks. Alan.
East to west
Once upon a time, a collection of people decided to go for a long walk. Over three passes and a
saddle; following old Maori greenstone trails. From the start two groups were formed and as one
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had proclaimed itself the A group the only choice left for the other was the A+ group. Following
Maori custom there was a woman in each group. Group's would start from each end of the long
walk and on meeting in the middle there would be great rejoicing and much drinking of tea.
There was much heated discussion pertaining to the problems if the two did not meet, but the
A+ group rejected retreat as an option. The chosen day dawned fine and clear, carriages were
left at ye Bealey Hotel and a brisk pace was initiated, cool rivers softening feet and leather. As
lunch time approached a hut set in beech forest made an idyllic retreat and much time was
spent eating and talking to fellow travellers, some of who's objectives were higher than our lowly
passes. From here the ground started to rise and slowly the trees were left behind. Cloud
started to appear and the sun left us. Fingers chilled on the cold wet rock. Still it was upward,
with the mist swirling around us. Snow now covered most of the ground and on reaching the
Pass we turned left, a few more minutes and camp was reached. Flat snow indicated were tarns
may be. Two large billies of stew helped to warm us and we retired into our goose down beds.
A cold slow start, with the sun gradually warming us, and the snow going from ankle to nearly
thigh deep. Some rocky seats on our next pass allowed a stop to eat, drink and enjoy the
fantastic views, with imagination a white horn could be seen. Then downwards through thinning
snow, tussocks once again appeared; a stream, rocks and bush. A wide gravel river bed in the
distance. High overhead a helicopter headed west!. With effort a track was found on the right
heading into bush. Gradually climbing we left our stream to wander through its gorge. Finally
descending we met our stream again by a hut and a wide gravel river bed. Packs were
upended, tents spread out to dry and whispering stoves boiled endless cups of tea. But alas no
travellers appeared to rejoice with us. High overhead a helicopter headed east! At 3 o'clock a
hardy a soul stirred, the tents were dry, but alas no travellers appeared to rejoice with us. Tents
were repacked; casually we ambled up the wide valley, gradually its head appeared, a semi
circle of steepening tussock , almost vertical its upper ramparts. A zig zag track disappeared in
steep scree, its upper slopes steep snow going to a summit ridge almost corniced. Hmm, that's
our third pass?. Then with imagination appeared seven or eight black figures on the skyline,
waving a tent fly? At the base of the snow we regrouped and armed ourselves with ice axes.
Plant ice axe, full shaft length, two kicks with left foot a hold, two kicks with right foot a hold, re
plant axe, kick left, kick right, replant. Forty minutes later we crested the ridge. Hmm, would not
like to go back down. Ahead lay a vast expanse of frozen lake edged with flat tussock and a
clear sky. We partook of more tea, but alas no travellers appeared to rejoice with us. Then soup
and billies of stew. That night the tent doors stayed open moonlight glistening on the frost.
The track down has been used for hundreds of years by greenstone hunters and gold hunters, it
meanders down between the gorges, waterfalls and bluffs. A scenic feast for the eyes.
Gradually the angle decreases and we are boulder hoping down the headwaters of a west coast
river. A well graded track appeared on our left and contours away. At the next hut no travellers
appear to rejoice with us. Their names were in the book but not their intentions. Low cloud now
makes for fast, cool travel and gradually the group spreads out, the leaders almost running as
they cross the mushy final saddle. Then it was down through the mixed podocarp on a fine
track, flat river clearings starting to appear, and on one of these a hut. A hut from which came
sound and the smell of tea, and there travellers appeared to rejoice with us!.
It was late in the afternoon when all the travellers reached the carriages on the west coast. But
there were many travellers and not enough carriages so a lot of pies were eaten and ales drunk
at the Kokatahi Hotel while carriages went to ye Bealey hotel to collect more carriages. Then at
the Bealey hotel all the travellers, bar one, once again were able to partake and rejoice together.
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1718 April 2010

Black Hill Hut and Mt Storm
Leaving Mt. Pleasant on Saturday morning we met prospective member Cathy in Oxford and
drove into the Lees Valley to start walking around 10am. Along a farm track we walked to the
site of the former Townsend Hut, and had lunch by a stream. After a two hour walk through
Beech forest we climbed to the tidy Black Hill Hut at 3:15pm. After a short time Alan announced
he was going for a walk to the summit, and the rest of the party followed. Despite the cold wind,
we were rewarded with views over the central Canterbury Plains in the Burnt Hill and Sheffield
area. After some firewood gathering and a hot meal we had an early night.
The morning dawned with a bright sunrise and a clear sky. After some practical jokes by our
leader involving a toy kiwi and a shot plastic foot, we set off at 8am. Soon, we were treated to
spectacular views over the Castle Hill/Craigeburn basin and later the Mount White area.
Sugarloaf and Mount Binser were prominent, as was the hill trio of Og, Gog and Magog where
Mike Newlove’s tip was walking at the same time. By 11am we had reached the high point at
1648 metres close to Chest Peak, and with views of the sweeping ridgeline, the reality of the
distance required to cover became obvious; the ridge stretched out a long way. So we walked on
traversing through snowgrass and traversing the ridge, reaching Mt. Storm at 3pm where we
had good views to the north. Ken’s knowledge of the area proved useful as was Helen’s, who
had been in the area before and kept up a remarkably steady pace despite the distance.
Realising Cathy wasn’t going to get home in time to see the Canterbury Tactix game, we found a
spur and descended to a farm vehicle track and gained the cars by 7pm: an 11 hour day!
Although we all probably slightly underestimated the difficulty involved, we gained valuable
experience to build on.
Participants: Alan Ross (leader), Helen Harkness, Ken Brown, Catherine Bachelor and Stephen
HoareVance (scribe).

5  7 June 2010

Karamea Base Camp or Frodo's Journey

The Party on the Moria track

Charming Creek

Weeellll  I’m not sure about one ring to rule them all (unless you count the one toilet?) but there
were 9 ring wraiths that paid pilgrimage to Moria on Queens Birthday weekend.
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The first carload made the most of a stunning Friday and meandered up the Lewis Pass, visiting
Hanmer and Reefton before reaching Westport. My carload didn’t leave until 6pm so had a
rather quieter and less scenic trip up, “entertained” only by ominous fog and suicidal birds (no,
they weren’t trying to leap from my car due to the crazy woman driver) – one weka, one kiwi and
one heron all had lucky escapes as their snooze or wander on the tarmac was swerved past by
a slightly scared Mazda 6.
Westport Backpackers was great, friendly hosts and good facilities so after an early breakfast
we set off to dump our gear at the bach and get on the track. 9 of us set off on the great
Heaphy, but only 3 of us made it to Heaphy Beach. Sam and Gollum (or Dharshie and Greg if
you prefer) and I talked and walked and rock hopped and generally enjoyed the beautiful Nikaus
and pounding surf – and although we later found out we were only minutes from the hut when
we turned back it was a great day. Rather knackered at the end we were grateful for hot
showers and drinks/food once we joined the others back at the bach.
The weather behaved itself very nicely and after our fine Saturday it poured all night then eased
off just as we were ready to leave for the Oparara Basin. A long windy steep gravel road leads
you in to this area, and just as we thought we’d never arrive there we were at the very well set
out carpark/picnic area. Our first leisurely walk was the Moria Arch/Mirror Tarn loop track – the
stunning forest was festooned with moss of every shade and variety and we would have been
impressed enough with that, but when we got to the Moria Arch and climbed through the
exciting cave entrance to where the river had carved its way through we were almost speechless
– even Liz!! With water ranging from deep rust red to brown to amber, thousands of years old
stalactites and all this surrounded by rainforest it is an absolute stunner. The Mirror Tarn dutifully
reflected the lovely forest and a short walk later we were back at the carpark for walk 2 – to the
Oparara Arch this time. Even more impressive this one, the largest in the Southern Hemisphere
I think the info said. Our last little sojourn was the quick walk up to the Crazy Paving and Box
Canyon Caves. I was a little apprehensive about this as I had misheard Pat and thought they
were inhabited by WEKA eating spiders (can you imagine the size!!!!!) so when they turned out
to be weta eating spiders although still not happy I plucked up courage and went in with the rest.
Crazy Paving indeed, and rather a claustrophobic small cave, not endeared to me by the spider
egg sacs dangling from the ceiling. Pat found one of the infamous beasts but my overall
impression of the cave was not assisted by Greg’s poking me in the ear just as I was trying to
take a photo of one! Bad Gollum!!
Box Canyon Cave was therefore a relief, with its high ceilings, glow worms and secret passage
which Dharshie found. We all had a wee explore (hoping not to meet more spiders as the walls
squeezed in) and left having had a great and varied day. Seeing all the other walks in the area I
don’t think I was alone in vowing to come back and explore more some day soon!
Monday dawned and true to form the rain eased off just as we left. On full stomachs after a
good old fashioned cooked breakfast, car one made its way all the way back to Christchurch
while car two containing Catherine, Elena, Dharshie and me did an exploration of Chasm Creek,
the Mohikinui mouth and Charming Creek before grabbing a late lunch in Westport. After all the
rain we had swapped movies and were now in Charlie’s Chocolate Factory as rivers of dairy
milk colour rushed past us, topped with flecks of creamy foam. Charming Creek had turned into
a massive torrent as it pounded over the waterfall where it met the Ngakawau River and we only
got 5 minutes of rain at the end of our walk so felt we had done pretty well for three days of
hiking on the coast!
Driving back through the pass in the rain, then getting caught up in a traffic diversion in

Page 15 of 16

Amberley meant we were all very pleased to be back home, and I found a lovely card awaiting
me from car one, which was very kind. All in all, a fantastic weekend with a great crew – hope to
see you all again soon and thanks for making it such an enjoyable weekend!
Liz Tanner, Pat McIntosh, Catherine Tatarniuk, Elena Tureva, Greg Hill, Alice Yung, Dharshie
Jeyaseelan, Rosalie and Chantal McCarthy (scribe).

More about the CTC
Committee:
President

Warwick
Dowling

981-2045

Club Captain

Jim Western

384-8950

Vice-president

Rex Vink

352-5329

Day-trip Organiser

Jenny Harlow

349-2280

Secretary

Cathy Harlow

349-2280

Weekend-trip
Organiser

Thomas Matern

385-3507

Treasurer

Antony White

381-5993

Hut Convenor

David Watson

981-7929

Editor/Webmaster

Richard Lobb

351-2344

Gear Custodian

Bernhard Parawa

981-4931

Social convenor

Alan Ross

384-6425

New Members Rep

Janet
Spittlehouse

981-1944

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back door. A
great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book before
leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, phone Dave Watson
9817929; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 3525329; or if they’re both away, Andrew Wrapson 980
6006. Hut fees are $10 member, $10 member's partner, $20 nonmember, $5 kids under 12. If
you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell Dave.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of Rates for Gear Hire:
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is
Tent
Bernhard Parawa 9814931. Note: club gear
assigned to you is your responsibility; please take Ice axes, crampons
care of it. Please make sure you put tents inside Harnesses, snow shovel
your pack. Tents attached to the outside of your
Large/small weekend packs
pack can be easily punctured when bush bashing
or even lost. This may result in serious damage to Helmets
your bank account! Please air and dry tents after Personal locator beacons
taking them on a trip even if they are not used, and
report any damage to the gear custodian.
Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by Sunday, 25 July 2010 – Thanks.
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$3/person/night
$4 per weekend
$4 per weekend
$2 per weekend
$2 per day
Free

