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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has
members of all ages, and runs tramping trips
every weekend, ranging from easy (minimal
experience required) to hard (high fitness and
experience required). We also organise
instructional courses and hold weekly social
meetings. We have a club hut in Arthurs Pass
and have gear available for hire to members.
Membership rates per year are $40 member,
$60 couple, $23 junior or associate, with a $5
discount for members who opt to obtain this
newsletter electronically.

Paske Hut in a Blizzard, June 2009
Ian Dunn's winning photo in the 2009 CTC photo contest

For more about how the club operates, see
More about the CTC.
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Christmas Greetings from the Club Captain
I hope that all Club Members and their families have a happy
Christmas and New Year. To those of us heading into the outdoors
have a great trip and return safely in the New Year.
The Club has had a successful year with plenty of good tramps
and it is particularly pleasing to welcome so many new members to
the Club.
Happy Christmas and a prosperous and safe New Year.
Adrian Busby

Page 1 of 24

Tramper of the Month: Kate Taylor
Place of Birth?

I'm the family foreigner, born
in Gisborne instead of
Christchurch like everyone
else. I've always meant to go
back.

Date joined CTC?

Did I join in 2006? I can't
remember.

What was your first day
trip?

I really ought to keep a
tramping logbook, oughtn't I.

Your first weekend trip? The MinghaDeception with a
sidetrip up to Lake Mavis.
Not quite the top of Tapiouenuku

What is your favourite
hut or tent site?

The shores of L. Mavis underneath a large High look like a good place to
plonk a tent, but so far, a favourite tent site would be up on the Harman
Saddle looking up to Whitehorn Pass.

Tell us about your family I have two new babies, Dory and Eclipse (guinea pigs) although technically
they're not mine, but my children's (Bronnie, 16 and Hamish, 14). We also
have a cat, now known as The Grey Terror.
Who was the first CTC
person you met?

Jenny Harlow, bless her.

Which book would you
most like to have if
stuck in a hut for an
extra day or two?

Oooooh, that's a toughy. I'm currently captivated by Clive James and am very
keen to snatch Helen Brown's "Cleo" off my mother, but actually I'd probably
like to have an anthology of poetry to get me through.

Other Interests?

Humans and other animals. Snorkelling. And kayaking. Preferably when,
and where, it's warm.

Did you tramp before
joining the CTC?

Most of my tramping was done before I joined the CTC! I'm looking forward to
doing a lot more with the CTC.

What trips with the CTC Currently looking forward to Show Weekend's Lewis Pass Tops trip. I'd love
to do the Three Passes again (last time was 20 years ago), and I'm especially
are you most looking
looking forward to doing something fun in Mt Cook NP. I hear east of
forward to?
Murchison is pretty cool too.
Did you do any other
tramping before joining
the CTC?

I did a lot of walking on Dartmoor while at school, and then odd bits
and pieces in the UK. Since coming to NZ in 2005 I did the odd day walk
in Arthur's Pass and the Port Hills before joining the club.

How do you keep fit for
tramping?

I run, on occasions. I commute on my bike, generally, and I recently joined a
gym just for a change of scenery.

How did you find out
about the CTC?

I think I've always known about the CTC. We used to gossip about you when
I was in the Hospital Tramping Club, you know.

Is there anything else
the CTC should know
about you?

Alfred Lord Tennyson pretty much summed it up in "Kate".
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The Editor Aroused

(after 62 years of political apathy)

Back in August Gerry Brownlee announced, in his opening address to the Australasian Institute
of Mining and Metallurgy:
“I have directed Crown Minerals to undertake a strategic review to determine areas
possessing significant mineral potential that, with the removal of the access
prohibition provided by Schedule 4, could through responsible mining techniques
contribute considerably to our prosperity.”
Since Schedule 4 of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 itemises all the most precious areas of the
DOC estate, including all National Parks, nature reserves and wilderness areas, there were
naturally howls of outrage from conservation groups. Most of us, though, probably assumed that
this was just another blast of Brownlee hot air, and were confident that the government would
never do anything so stupid as to permit mining in our prize conservation areas.
It's starting to look like our confidence was misplaced.
On 4 November the government announced it had finalised the consultation process it will be
following for review of Schedule 4, telling us that “a discussion document on the proposed
changes will be released in February next year”. Should you be worried by all this? That's your
decision, but certainly I am.
A Joint MED/DOC paper on Access to Conservation Land dated 22 July 2009 but only recently
released under the official information act, considers two proposals: “(a) review and update
Schedule 4” and “(b) consider repeal of Schedule 4”. One might conceivably be mildly
reassured that the recommendations from this 14page paper are in favour of proposal (a) rather
than (b) but the very fact that repeal was seriously considered is of grave concern. Schedule 4 is
much more than just a list of certain particularly scenic areas. It's a statement of principle: that
certain parts of New Zealand must be set aside for the enjoyment of future generations, secure
in perpetuity from any physical damage through commercial exploitation. Back in 1991, under a
National Government, the authors of Schedule 4 identified such areas. It is immoral for the
present government to consider removing the key protective legislation or even to whittle away
at the edges of these scenic gems. Arguments based on possible financial return have no place
here. Do you decide whether to shoplift or not based on a costbenefit analysis? If you did, the
stores would be very empty.
I urge all CTC members to take the time to familiarise themselves with this issue and to stand up
and be counted when the discussion document is released next year. In the meantime, you
might wish to keep an eye on our club website: there is already a link there to the FMC website
on the subject and there will shortly be a letter to ministers for you to sign electronically.
– Richard Lobb, 24 November, 2009.
[Aunty Iceaxe's view: page 23]

News
New Members Welcome: We welcome four new members to the club this month: Graham
Gilmour joins us after tramps in Hanmer and the Port Hills, Klemens Stamfli stretched his legs
on Mt Aicken and Mt Harper. A lovely couple: Sachin Surendran and Divya Velunny started out
by joining in on Liz's popular social weekend at Hanmer base camp (despite the rain) and
added a pleasant day on Rabbit Hill. Please accept the club's warm welcome to you all.
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Round the Mountain  the Mt Somers Challenge: Mt Somers Challenge  7 February  "it's
not a race, some people are just more competitive than others..." After the success of last year's
event, here is another chance to run, tramp, hop, skip or pogo stick round Mt Somers. Some
people may be aiming for Stu's amazing time (4 hours 11 minutes) but you can also do it as a
tramper in 79 hours and get all the fun of the event. As last year, we also encourage anyone to
come along who just wants to picnic/spectate/support/revive Alan with buckets of water/explore
the Sharplin Falls area/wander up Staveley Hill to meet the returning runners and generally have
a great day out. See the trip list, page 20, for more details.

2009: A drink stop en route

2009: Some people were a bit hot by the end.

Photo Contest: The photo contest was a great success again, with lots of superb photos for us
all to admire. Ian Dunn won the grand prize with his great photo of Paske Hut in a blizzard.
Lynette Hartley's wonderful mushroom photo won the Fauna and Flora section and Andrew
Tromans' photo sequence of Al taking a cold dip won the Humour award. Check out the photos
on our website. Special thanks go to: Photo and Video in Merivale Mall for the kind gift of the
binoculars for 1st prize; Scott Fowler for the judging and an entertaining presentation that
certainly taught us all that cropping is OK; Alan Ross for organising the contest; Susan Pearson
for screening of the entries.

Obituaries
Alex Haywood: Alex Haywood who was killed in a boating accident on Lake Tekapo on 21st
October was a long term member of CTC. Sadly his son Tony and a friend Murray Green
disappeared in the same accident and their bodies have not been recovered. Alex was born and
educated in Southland where he met his wife Judy during their high school years. He trained as
wool classer at Lincoln College and began work as finishing manager at Miller's woollen mills in
Christchurch in the late 1950s. Both Alex and Judy were active members of the club for about 20
years and older members will recall tramps with them as well as social events while bringing up
children in the 1960s and '70s. When Millers closed their mill, Alex moved to Mosgiel woollen
mills and when that closed to Alliance Textiles in Timaru. He took early retirement after a work
accident and they began a small market garden at Pleasant Point. They took a couple of long
winter holidays in Australia where they owned a camper bus. Later he was employed as a
consultant on the development of new woollen yarns because of his industry experience. Alex
was a multifaceted man with a strong sense of community. He had been a Boys' Brigade
leader. He liked a beer and a game of cards as well as being a dedicated fisherman. The club
offers its condolences to Judy, daughter Trish, to Tony's family and the wider Haywood family.
– David Henson
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Don Roberts, 1935  2009: Don was an active member of the club in the mid 1950s and
became a member of the senior social group which did family walks during the '60s and '70s He
only resigned in recent years. His retirement interests were senior net and camera club activity.
He was a member of a CTC party that tramped the Haast Pass at Xmas/New Year 1956/7 prior
to completion of the highway. They went by train and bus to the Glaciers. After local walks and
climbs they travelled to Paringa and tramped the Cattle Track to Haast using a row boat ferry to
cross the Haast River. From there they travelled partly by truck and partly on foot over the Haast
Pass stock route to Makarora and on to Wanaka. A full description of this trip is on pages 50/51
of the club's 50th anniversary book with a photo including Don and Herman Wieringa. Notes
supplied by Bayne Hunter.
Herman Wieringa: Herman Wieringa was a Dutch immigrant who became an active CTC
member about the same time. He was killed in an avalanche at Mt Olympus ski field on 23rd
September 1961. He is buried at Ruru Lawn Cemetery but his grave was never marked because
it was expected family would come out from the Netherlands for a later memorial service.
Herman and Mike Anderson (who is still a CTC member despite living in Wellington for about 40
years) were close friends. Mike visited the grave earlier this year and was surprised to find it
unmarked. A collection has been made to install a plaque. CTC, CMC and CVSC and various
individuals have contributed and the plaque will be installed soon. A gathering of people who
knew Herman is planned for the 50th anniversary of his death.

Calendar of Trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm
on Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land
and opposite Derby Street). If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the nearby
side streets, otherwise it may be wheel clamped or towed. If you are taking your car please
refuel at Shell Carlton, as they are kind enough to hold our trip lists. Every trip gives an
indication of transport costs per person. Please bring it in cash to help the leader divvy up at
the end.
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or contact
the trip leader in advance.
Social: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital). A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served. If you
can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Alan Ross 3846425 or email
alan.d.ross@orica.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a
guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.
Thursday 26 November.

Club Night

Auction Night + Newsletter folding. After we have folded the newsletter we will have an
auction. Do you have too many fleece jackets or boots that no longer fit or a sleeping bag you
no longer need? This is the chance to turn that surplus item into $$$. We also have 2x club
tent flies up for sale which we understand are in demand. So bring in those items and turn
them into money.
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Friday 27 + Saturday 28 November
9am start Saturday.

Leader: Adrian Busby 3255001

Navigation Course. Learn those essential navigation skills 
map, compass and the basics of using a GPS  on this
navigation course. Recommended for all club members who
feel a bit directionally and cartographically challenged at times.
There will be a preparation session on Friday night, 7pm  9.30
pm (probably at the Horticultural Hall). Saturday will be a full
day, learning skills and putting them into practice 'in the field'
including not just map reading but real navigation in the hills.
Normal full tramping gear, pack, lunch, etc required (leader will
provide maps). There will be a 9am start for this (usual
meeting place  Shell, Carlton Corner). An important part of the
course will be the selection of suitable equipment (compasses,
GPS etc) so don't make any purchases until you have done the
course!
Saturday 28 November.

Grade: Training
Closed: 26 Nov
Map:
Approx:

Leader: Bruce Cameron 3384014
Tecbruce@gmail.com

North Canterbury Coastline  first half. See the North Grade: Easy
Canterbury Coastline weekend trip  there is the option of just Closes: 26 Nov
doing day 1 of this scenic coastal wander. Contact the leader Map:
N34 N33
for options.
Approx: $20
Weekend 2829 November.

Leader: Bruce Cameron 3384014

North Canterbury Coastline. Napenape to Amberley Beach.
Scenic coastline wandering along cliffs, beaches and farm
country, there are a few gullies, streams and hills to scramble
up, down and around as you go. Mostly limestone/mudstone
geology so plenty of opportunity to fossick for fossils (no, not
the trip participants, the rocky sort!). Approx 25km each day, it
may be possible to do each day with a day trip pack if a car
shuttle driver can be arranged to drop off the overnight gear. If
you are keen to do just one day please indicate "Sat or Sun
only" on the trip list to help work out car shuffles. A large
number of farms need to be contacted for permission so there
may be an alternative trip.
Weekend 2829 November.

Grade:
Closed:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
19 Nov
N34 N33
$30

Leader: Leader Required 3226196

Temple Col  Lake Mavis  Edwards. Alpine wandering at
Arthurs pass. Tramping across the grain of the country rather
than with the valleys so not much river crossing on this trip but
lots of up and down. Good fitness required but nothing
technical beyond good ice axe and crampon skills.
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Grade:
Closed:
Map:
Approx:

ModHard
19 Nov
K33
$35

Sunday 29 November.
(early start, contact leader)

Leader: David Sutton 9601877
davidsutton@clear.net.nz

Mt White. Mt White, 1741m, is a trip we have not done for a
few years but we had a great day last time (that was the
inaugural appearance of Uncle Bernhard's infamous 'happy
bobs' ...). The trip is at the more strenuous end of moderate
just because of the height gain (about 1200m height gain from
the cars) and length (1520 k depending on our route on the
day) but it is a lovely place with great views. We'll be able to
make a loop with some good tops travel and a return on a 4wd
track in the Esk Valley. It's a long drive so there will be an early
start  make sure you contact the leader for this trip.
Sunday 29 November.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
26 Nov
L34
$25

Leader: Bruce Cameron 3384014
Tecbruce@gmail.com

North Canterbury Coastline  second half. See the North Grade:
Canterbury Coastline weekend trip  there is the option of just Closes:
doing day 2 of this scenic coastal wander. Contact the leader Map:
for options.
Approx:
Wednesday 2 December. 6:00pm

Easy
26 Nov
N34 N33
$20

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Get Fit for Tramping. Come with Susan for an hour's vigorous
exercise in Mt Vernon Park. Just turn up in the car park at
6:00pm. We take different routes depending on how we feel on
the evening, but they all involve climbing towards the summit
road. Guaranteed to boost your fitness for the coming summer
tramps.

Grade: EasyMod
Just Turn Up
Map:
Approx: None

Thursday 3 December.

Club Night

ANNUAL BBQ. Tonight is the Annual BBQ held at the usual Halswell Quarry at Findlay Area
2. Meet from 6pm. BBQs will be arranged. This is a great social event in the awesome warm
weather that we will have. Bring some sports gear: we'll have a game of cricket or similar.
Saturday 5 December.

Leader: Adrian Busby 3255001

River Crossing. Come along and take the plunge! A River
Crossing course is essential training for new trampers and a
good refresher for the more experienced. Bring plenty of warm
tramping clothing to wear while training, including enough for
changes into dry clothes once what you have on gets wet.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Training
3 Dec
M35
$10

Also bring a large pack with a waterproof pack liner filled with spare clothing etc to bulk it up.
This is for pack buoyancy while training. Remember you'll also need a complete change of
warm clothing to wear afterwards. Training will be followed by a barbecue (bring your own
food and drink). Venue will be the Waimakariri River close to Christchurch. Meet at the Shell
service station at 8am. This is fun as well as instructional  come and do it!
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Saturday 5 December.

Leader: Philip Tree 9427670

Sugarloaf. The Ashburton Lakes area, of which Lake Heron is
one of the four lakes, is possibly one of the most beautiful
places for tramping in the whole of Canterbury  Lake Heron
itself, the snowcovered Arrowsmiths in the background, the
Old Man and Taylor ranges to the east with, the mighty Rakaia
joining forces with the Wilberforce on the other side ...
Sugarloaf is an unusual little bump right on the edge of Lake
Heron, 1238m high (about 550m height gain). It gets the
ascent over pretty efficiently though (read "it's pretty steep")
and then you can sit on the top for wellearned lunch, scanning
the water far below for the endangered southern crested
grebes which calls Lake Heron home.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Weekend 56 December.

Leader: Liz Tanner 4201148
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Kaikoura Holiday Home. Leave 7am Saturday morning, Do
Haumuri bluff walk on way up and maybe another .... House
accommodation in Kaikoura Saturday night and then on
Sunday we will do a smorgasbord of little walks...lake
Rotorua...bird habitat ...river walk...and maybe Mt Fyfe scenic
reserve circuit ... Omihi lookout.

Grade:
Closed:
Map:
Approx:

Weekend 56 December.
Leaving Friday evening.

EasyMod
3 Dec
J35
$25

Easy
26 Nov
O31 O32
$30 + Accom

Leader: Malcolm Carr 9605281
malcolmcarr@clear.net.nz

Lake Christabel. Easy beech forest tramping on day 1, but
quite a long way in to the hut at the head of the Lake. The
route out on day 2 is via the poled route up and over the tops
to Rough Creek, which has a reasonably good track down to
the Lewis Pass Rd near the Maruia Hotel.
Sunday 6 December.
(early start  contact leader)

Grade:
Closed:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
26 Nov
L31
$40

Leader: Laurayne Robb 9808584

Mt Catherine. Mt Catherine is a superb peak overlooking Lake
Heron in the Clent Hills area. We'll access via a 4WD road and
cross the flats then ascend the south west ridge  about 1000m
sustained climb, some of it fairly steep, tussock at first and
then rock  to get to the commanding summit of Mt Catherine
(2085m). Check out the views of the Arrowsmiths in the
distance and plan your next adventure! With a good group we
can make a loop by descending the rocky slopes to the south
over 2045, 2039 etc. Mostly red sandstone, it's bare, open and
starkly beautiful  a good achievement for a moderate tramper
who is happy with a bit of scrambling and a 24 km day
(estimated up to around 9 hours). Early start  makes sure you
contact the leader.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
3 Dec
J35
$25

Wednesday 9 December. 6pm

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Get Fit for Tramping. Come with Susan for an hour's vigorous
exercise in Mt Vernon Park. Just turn up in the car park at
6:00pm. We take different routes depending on how we feel on
the evening, but they all involve climbing towards the summit
road. If you have been coming regularly you will have noticed
the boost to your fitness already!

Grade: Moderate
Just turn up
Map:
Approx: None

Thursday 10 December.

Club Night

European Alps. We have a visitor Rolf Winegarden to show us the delights of this region.
Note, subject to conformation closer to the date (check the websight).
Saturday 12 December.

Leader: Janet Spittlehouse 981 1944
jkspittlehouse@hotmail.com

Mt Horrible. Did you know that there are six Mt Horribles in
the South Island? It does not say a lot for the earlier settler
experiences does it? This one is of course our very own
Horrible, right next to Mt Misery. Don't be put off  this is a
great easymoderate trip with views from the top (1254m) over
the Waimak towards the Hawdon, Sudden Valley and the Polar
Range. Depending on the route, there will be 650  700m of
height gain and 1012 k of tramping.
Weekend 1213 December.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
10 Dec
K34
$20

Leader: Steve Bruerton 3226196
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Mt Greenlaw or Mt Davey. Here's a couple of peaks that have
been on my "some day" list for a long while. Weather
dependent trip, destination may turn into rock climbing at Mt
Somers Pinnacles Hut or MTB on Banks Peninsula if it's Nor
West.
Weekend 1213 December.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Hard
3 Dec
K33 K34
$30

Leader: Thomas Matern 3853507
thomas_matern@yahoo.co.nz

Welcome Flats Hot Pools. This will be Thomas' last Hot Pool
trip this year and he'll be visiting the largest and most scenic
pool of the South Island. It's a long ride in the cars and an
even longer walk so we'll meet on Friday 6pm and drive to the
start of the Copland Track where we'll pitch up the tents at
about midnight. After an early start on Saturday we'll arrive at
the hot pools in the early afternoon and spend the rest of the
evening soaking. On Sunday we'll walk and drive the same
way back and arrive in Chch well before midnight. Even though
there is no significant height gain this is still a moderate trip.
Please make sure that you've got a suitable level of fitness for
this 7hrs walk.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
3 Dec
H36
$65

Weekend 1213 December.

Leader: Liz Tanner 4201148 lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Peel Forest Base Camp. Cabins at camp ground $20 each.
Campsite $9 per adult. On Saturday we'll do Little Mt Peel at a
relaxed pace and on Sunday we'll do some easier shorter
walks, such as Fern walk and Denniston bush circuit...there
are lots of neat short and longer bush walks to choose from.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/All
3 Dec
J37
$20+Accom

Sunday 13 December.
Leader: Michael Newlove 3558360
Foggy Peak. Foggy Peak is a nice bump just beside Porters Grade: Easy/Mod
Pass  yes  let the car do most of the height gain, start from Closes: 10 Dec
around 940m and have a relatively easy trip up the stony Map:
K35
slopes of Foggy Peak (1741m, i.e. about 800m height gain) for
Approx: $20
lunch. You'll be able to look on towards Castle Hill Peak,
around to Torlesse, across to the Craigieburns . . .
it's totally misnamed of course and there is never any fog or even a suspicion of heavy mist
here, and Uncle Bernhard says that if anyone spots the toboggan that escaped up here a
couple of winters ago, a prodigal son's welcome still awaits it at home.
Sunday 13 December.
(7 am start, Church Corner)

Leader: Doug Forster 3375453
doug@forster.net.nz

Pyramid. An adventurous moderate trip with all the prequisites Grade: Moderate
for a classic CTC tramp  wet feet (you start by crossing the Closes: 10 Dec
Hawdon), a little scrambling around the top, and a bit of scree Map:
K33
or bushbashing. The Pyramid (1608m) is a sustained steep
Approx: $25
climb of about 1000m on an old ridge track overlooking
Hawdon and Sudden Valley confluence.
Once out of the bush and onto the rocky ridge you'll have a commanding view of Waimakariri
Basin and surrounding peaks. There are a couple of descent options  to the west through the
bush to the Hawdon Valley, or to the east to return via Sudden Valley Stream (even wetter feet
. . .). Note 7 am start Church Corner  contact leader.
Wednesday 16 December. 6:00pm

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Get Fit for Tramping. Come with Susan for an hour's vigorous
exercise in Mt Vernon Park. Just turn up in the car park at
6:00pm. We take different routes depending on how we feel on
the evening, but they all involve climbing towards the summit
road. If you have been coming regularly you will have noticed
the boost to your fitness already!
Thursday 17 December.

Grade: Moderate
Just turn up.
Map:
Approx: None

Club Night

End of year social break up (formerly “The Plate and Crate”). This is the annual potluck
dinner and the final social event for the year. Doors open at 6pm and eating begins at 6:30pm.
Bring plenty of food to share. You will need your own eating tools (plate and cutlery) plus
liquid refreshments. This is a great social night to catch up with friends as well as club
members who do not come to club nights normally. Venue: the usual clubnight meeting room
(hort. centre).
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Saturday 19 December.

Leader: Dayle Drummond 3371718

Flagpole Hill. Stamping ground (probably literally) of the
redoubtable Lady Barker (Station Life In New Zealand, etc),
Flagpole Hill is now close to the Selwyn Plantation where your
leader has done some arborihusbandry work and is anxious
to check on the fate of the little seedlings he has launched
upon the world ... Flagpole itself is an accessible 892m (about
600m height gain) and there are various options for the ascent
and descent depending on the group.
Saturday 19 December.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
17 Dec
L35
$15

Leader: Adrian Sullivan 03 3100 607

Peveril Peak. A voyage of exploration and discovery  Peveril
Peak (1755m) sits on the true left of the Poulter, almost
opposite the Binser Saddle track, and looks a really appealing
place to go but even Dave Henson can't recall a trip there.
We'll need permission for some of the access but there are a
few different options we can use. Come along and join this trip
to tame an unclimbed peak. ("Peveril of the Peak", a 5volume
novel of romance, religion and civilwar politics by Walter Scott
(17711832), even more hugely complicated and rambling than
a CTC committee meeting, is not required reading!)
Weekend 1920 December.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate+
17 Dec
L34
$25

Leader: Antony White 021 0497 893
phoenixantony@gmail.com

3 Creeks Hut. Starting at Sharplin Falls and following the Mt
Somers track through to Woolshed Creek Hut, this trip now
turns to the north and follows up Woolshed Creek to its head.
Cross over Peache Saddle and descend to the hut (or camp
on the tops if weather permits). Cross over Mt Winterslow to
drop back down to the cars at Sharplin Falls, to be soon
followed by icecreams at the Staveley store.
Sunday 20 December.

Grade:

Moderate to
ModHard
Closes: 10 Dec
Map:
K36
Approx: $25

Leader: Thomas Matern 3853507
thomas_matern@yahoo.co.nz

Woolshed Creek Hut. This tramp follows the Mt Somers
Walkway from the Woolshed Creek carpark up through bush
and then more open subalpine scrub to the Mount Somers hut
(400m  500m of ascent), with good views of the glaciated
landscape of the Stour Valley, Lake Heron and the
Arrowsmiths enroute. Mt Somers itself, an ancient volcano,
dominates the landscape. On the way we will take a look at the
old coalmine workings  coal was discovered there in 1856 and
mining continued until 1954. Also in the area, but less likely to
be spotted, is the rare Mt Somers weta  pretty distinctive with
black and bright orange legs, white joints and antennae
12.5cm long. The tramp itself is 67 k long (over 48,000 pairs
of weta whiskers laid end to end).
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
17 Dec
K36
$20

Wednesday 23 December. 6:00pm

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Get Fit for Tramping. Come with Susan for an hour's vigorous
exercise in Mt Vernon Park. Just turn up in the car park at
6:00pm. We take different routes depending on how we feel on
the evening, but they all involve climbing towards the summit
road. Tonight it is especially important to turn up due to the
overeating that you are likely to be doing at the weekend!!

Grade: Moderate
Just turn up
Map:
Approx: None

Thursday 24 December.

Club Night

No Club night, it's almost Christmas Day! Merry Christmas everyone.
Long Weekend 2527 December.
Or maybe 31 Dec  2 January?

Leader: Liz Tanner 4201148

Christmas or New Year at Arthurs Pass Hut. Christmas or
New Year (or both) in the Alps (TBA, dependent on interest). If
you're interested in either option let Liz know your preferences
There might be some walking done amongst the feasting. If
you climb up high enough you can even have a white
Christmas. Here's another idea: Spend Christmas partying
with Liz, follow with a 3 or 4 day tramp to burn off the excess,
then return to the hut for more partying! How could you go
wrong with a plan that cunning?

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Multi day trip 28 December3 January.

All
17 Dec
K33
$30 + Accom

Leader: Craig Beere 3742392
havokk@ihug.co.nz

ReesDart plus Cascade Saddle. 5 days tramping + 2 days
travel. Estimated cost is not yet known. Leave Christchurch
Monday 28 Dec, return Sunday 3 Jan. Four or five nights in
huts, one or two nights in tents, possibly one night in a cabin in
Glenorchy. The ReesDart is a fourday tramp among the
mountains and rivers at the head of Lake Wakitipu, in the
south of Mt Aspiring National Park. It has spectacular
mountain scenery, forest and alpine vegetation, rivers and the
Dart Glacier. We will take an extra day to visit Cascade Saddle.
We'll be spending New Year's Eve in a hut (probably Daley's
Flat Hut) so bring something nice for the celebration. Just
remember that you have to carry it for four days!
Tuesday 29 December. 6:00pm

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 17 Dec
Map:
F39 E39 E40
Approx:

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Get Fit for Tramping. Come with Susan for an hour's vigorous
exercise in Mt Vernon Park. Just turn up in the car park at
6:00pm. We take different routes depending on how we feel on
the evening, but they all involve climbing towards the summit
road. Come along and work off some of that Christmas cheer.
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Grade: Moderate
Just turn up
Map:
Approx: None

Thursday 31 December.

Club Night

No club night, it's Christmas Holidays.
Saturday 2 January.

Leader: Thomas Matern 3853507
thomas_matern@yahoo.co.nz

Pinchgut Hut. What better place to go after the
gourmandising excesses of Christmas and New Year?
Pinchgut hut is down behind Mt Thomas with a nice track
making an easierendof easymoderate tramp. There is a
crossing of the Okuku River right at the start of the track so
you could wear an old pair of shoes for this and then change
into dry boots for the walk. 34 hours of gentle walking, mainly
in beech, will get us to the hut in a streamside clearing where
we will lunch before returning.
Sunday 3 January.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
31 Dec
M34
$20

Leader: David Henson 9423954 david
henson@paradise.net.nz

Purau Saddle  Mt Herbert  Monument Track circuit. A nice
local tramp with someone who know the Port Hills and Banks
Peninsula backwards forwards and sideways. Take a look at
Mt Herbert (919m), the highest point on Banks Peninsula and
The Monument. The Monument is the rocky crag that stands
on the ridge between Purau and Koukourarata on the sloping
shoulders of Te Ahu Patiki. There are Maori legends about
patupaiarehe (small fair people a bit like fairies, who shun the
daylight)....
Wednesday 6 January. 6:00pm

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
31 Dec
N36
$10

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Get Fit for Tramping (or the Round Mt Somers Challenge).
Come with Susan for an hour's vigorous exercise in Mt Vernon
Park. Just turn up in the car park at 6:00pm. We take different
routes depending on how we feel on the evening, but they all
involve climbing towards the summit road. Come along if you
are just trying to keep up your fitness for general tramping OR
to start training in earnest for the club challenge Round Mt
Somers on 7th Feb.
Thursday 7 January.

Grade: Moderate
Just turn up
Map:
Approx: None

Club Night

No club night tonight, it's Christmas Holidays.
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Saturday 9 January.

Leader: Liz Tanner 4201148
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

A day out to Jollie Brook Hut. This is a day trip up to Jollie
Brook Hut and back, in the Lake Sumner Forest Park. We start
with about 7k from the road end to Gabriel hut, along the river
flats and bluffs of the Hurunui. From there we head through the
bush on a good track, up Gabriel Stream to meet the Jollie
Brook and then Jollie Brook Hut itself (about 4.5 k from Gabriel
Hut). We'll have lunch and have a look around, and return the
same way, making over a round trip of over 20k but with very
little height gain). Talk to the leader if you are interested in
going with the group but staying the night at the hut and
making your own way out on Sunday.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Weekend 910 January.

EasyMod
7 Jan
M32 M33
$25

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914
susan@toniq.co.nz

Fowlers Pass  Lake Guyon. A well graded old time Grade:
packhorse track leads to Fowlers Pass, then a more abrupt zig Closes:
zag down the scree into Stanley River and thence on to Lake Map:
Guyon. A lovely peaceful weekend retreat.
Approx:
Sunday 10 January.

Easy
31 Dec
M31
$30

Leader: Bruce James 3323473
Bruce.James@ihug.co.nz

Mt Oakden. Mt Oakden (1633m) is an interesting almost
standalone peak between the Wilberforce and lovely Lake
Coleridge. It's a sustained and fairly steep climb for about
1000m up for most of the way but once there you get to look
out over the foothills and the lake one side and have a bird's
eye view of the Wilberforce, beautifully illustrating what a
classic braided river looks like, to the other. There are a variety
of options for the way up and down, making a great loop trip in
the Canterbury foothills.
Wednesday 13 January. 6:00pm

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
7 Jan
K34
$25

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Get Fit for Tramping (or the Round Mt Somers Challenge).
Come with Susan for an hour's vigorous exercise in Mt Vernon
Park. Just turn up in the car park at 6:00pm. We take different
routes depending on how we feel on the evening, but they all
involve climbing towards the summit road. Come along if you
are just trying to keep up your fitness for general tramping OR
for an extra boost for the Round Mt Somers Challenge coming
up Feb 7th.
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Grade: Moderate
Just turn up
Map:
Approx: None

Thursday 14 January.

Club Night

Social night. Tonight we will have verbal trip reports from all the trips that were done during
the holidays. Great chance to catch up with everyone again.
Saturday 16 January.

Leader: Richard Lobb 3512344
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Mt Bruce. Mt Bruce is a moderate tramp in the Lagoon Saddle
area. Starting from Cora Lynn, you climb up through the beech
forest and out onto open tussock. Good views from the top
(1630m, or about 1000m height gain). There are a few different
options for the route including descending into Broad Stream
and picking up a very pleasant track back through the bush
along the stream to Cora Lynn. This trip would suit people
looking to step up from easymoderate tramping  not too far,
not too fast, not too high, no surprises, but still just a little bit
more to challenge you ...
Weekend 1617 January.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
14 Jan
K34
$20

Leader: Antony White 021 0497 893
phoenixantony@gmail.com

Dasler Pinnacles. Impressive looking peaks rising above the
Hopkins River, the actual climbing is only scrambling once you
get up and rub noses with the ridge. Camp above the bushline
in a great setting  a worthwhile overnight trip even if the
climbing is not your scene.
Sunday 17 January.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

ModHard
7 Jan
H37
$45

Leader: Michael Newlove 3558360

Craigieburn Valley and Camp Saddle. A varied round trip in
the Craigieburns with a bit of something for everyone. We'll go
up from the Cave Stream Reserve, over Lyndon Saddle and
traverse above the Craigieburn Valley on a good track until we
are below Camp Saddle. Then it's a short but steepish climb
onto the saddle (1480m) for a rest to admire the views out over
the Craigieburns and down towards the the Broken River Ski
area. From the saddle we do a lovely promenade east along
the top of a spur to point 1525 and then drop off to meet the
Craigieburn Valley track again at Lyndon Saddle and hence
back to the cars again. 700m800m height gain and about 13
14km round trip depending on the exact route.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
14 Jan
K34
$20

Wednesday 20 January. 6:00pm

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Get Fit for Tramping (or the Round Mt Somers Challenge).
Come with Susan for an hour's vigorous exercise in Mt Vernon
Park. Just turn up in the car park at 6:00pm. We take different
routes depending on how we feel on the evening, but they all
involve climbing towards the summit road. We will probably be
doing a bit of running by now in preparation for the fun day on
Feb 7th.

Grade: Moderate+
Just turn up
Map:
Approx: None

Thursday 21 January.

Club Night

Geoff Trotter is taking us to Banff in Canada. Only having 1 day in the Canadian Rockies
in the summer of 2008, I took a 15 hour tour to explore some of the features and walks Banff
National Park had to offer. This included the most photographed Lake Louise and the
picturesque Moraine Lake. Finally we went to Johnson Canyon in the township of Banff.
Saturday 23 January. Meet 12 noon at the Shell.

Leader: Liz Tanner 4201148
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Orton Bradley stroll and afternoon picnic tea. Join the
CTC's very own Social Queen, Liz, for an afternoon stroll in the
beautiful grounds at Orton Bradley, overlooking Charteris Bay.
There are regenerating natives as well as the collection of
exotic trees Orton Bradley is famous for, rhododendron
gardens, waterfall, heritage buildings ... Bring a picnic for a
shared afternoon tea following the walk  or just meet up for
the picnic itself. Bring friends and family  this is a trip for
everyone.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Saturday 23 January.
Early start  contact leader

Easy/All
21 Jan
M36
$15

Leader: Clive Marsh 3256253
clive.marsh@clear.net.nz

Philistine  Rolleston traverse. This is the classic Otira Valley
to Philistine (1967m) to Rolleston (high peak 2275m) traverse
trip  a long day, a long way, and a fair amount of weetbix rock
in between. If that's got your mouth watering and you've got
the fitness and technical skills for this hard trip, give Clive a
call. The exact date of the trip may change depending on the
weather. Helmets vital; check with the leader about other gear.
Weekend 2324 January.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Hard
21 Jan
K33
$25

Leader: Antony White 021 0497 893

Waiuta to Big River. West Coast goldfields wandering. Grade:
Potential for a through trip to the Lewis highway if transport / Closes:
crossover trip can be sorted.
Map:
Approx:
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Easy/Mod
14 Jan
L31
$40

Sunday 24 January.
Could be early start  check with leader.

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914
susan@toniq.co.nz

Maukuratawhai. Maukuratawhai (sometimes irreverently
called Mt Muckaroundawhile to help you remember the name)
is an interesting 1615m peak just across the Clarence River
from where you descend from Jacks Pass. We will climb up the
long SW ridge (about 800m height gain) and if time and
conditions permit we will traverse around to pt 1575 and
descend its south ridge to circle back to the starting point. The
trip starts with a cold ford of the Clarence so if you bring some
spare sneakers you'll be able to change into dry boots on the
other side. There could be an early start so check with the
leader.
Sunday 24 January.
9 am start from Couplands, Buchanans Road

Moderate
21 Jan
N31 N32
$30

Leader: Michele Hood 3426440
mickyh@clear.net.nz

Rakaia Island. Rakaia Island is the land between two
branches of the Rakaia River just before it gets to the coast
and the Rakaia Lagoon. We can access the island via a bridge
a short drive past Leeston and then park the cars. We'll do
some easy walking for about four hours, wandering westward.
There are lots of pockets of bush and plenty of water. Bring
your picnic lunch and swimsuit. Suitable for all. Note 9 am start
from outside Couplands, Buchanans Road.
Wednesday 27 January. 6:00pm

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/All
21 Jan
L37
$15

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Get Fit for The Round Mt Somers Challenge. Come with
Susan for an hour's vigorous exercise in Mt Vernon Park. Just
turn up in the car park at 6:00pm. We take different routes
depending on how we feel on the evening, but they all involve
climbing towards the summit road. Only 2 more Wednesdays
before the challenge so expect some more running ......
Thursday 28 January.

Grade: ModHard
Just turn up
Map:
Approx: None

Club Night

Newsletter folding night. It's time to fold up the newsletter so come along and help and
enjoy some social time afterward.
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Saturday 30 January.

Leader: Chris Curry 3515913
chris.curry@xtra.co.nz

Harper River Pinnacles. The Pinnacles are hundreds of
amazing tall mudandpebble pointy tower formations, created
by some magical mixture of mud/geology/wind/water/whatever.
They are right on the banks of the Harper River (Lake
Coleridge area), making a lovely trip to walk about 11k up the
river, cross, and explore. The walk in is basically flat, but there
is the option of a slightly longer loop for the return with a bit of
up and down on a 4WD track.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Weekend 3031 January.

Easy or EasyMod
28 Jan
K34
$20

Leader: Ian Dunn 3432155
ian.dunn@paradise.net.nz

Olderog Biv. Ian's last trip onto the McArthur Range , Mt Kerr
and Olderog Biv was a great success so he's heading there
again. (Option: There is no 3 day Waitangi weekend this year
as the 6th falls on Saturday so if enough people want to take a
day off work, and the weather looks like cooperating, then this
could metamorphose into a Campbell Biv trip).
Sunday 31 January.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

ModHard
21 Jan
K33
$35

Leader: Bryce Williamson 3516366
Bryce.Williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Pt 1805, Mt Bealey ridge. Pt 1805 is fascinating nobbly rocky
outcrop reached by a short diversion south from pt 1760 on the
ridge up to Mt Bealey. This is a great piece of scrambling for
those happy with the little bit of exposure in some short
sections of the route, but the rock is reasonably solid (for a
change). If there is time, we'll trot up to Mt Bealey itself
(1836m) and probably aim to descend via Rough Creek (rock
hopping, wet feet a certainty and probably wet shorts as well 
a classic Arthurs Pass summer trip for those experienced in
mountain stream travel). If you don't fancy the scrambling or
the stream, you can miss them out and still come along for a
moderate tramp with a good 1100m straightup height gain and
the usual stunning views.
Wednesday 3 February. 6:00pm

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate+
28 Jan
K33
$25

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Get Fit for the Round Mt Somers Challenge. Come with
Susan for an hour's vigorous exercise in Mt Vernon Park. Just
turn up in the car park at 6:00pm. We take different routes
depending on how we feel on the evening, but they all involve
climbing towards the summit road. Well if you are not ready for
the challenge now, its probably too late, so we'll ease off a bit
tonight......
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Grade: Moderate+
Just turn up
Map:
Approx: None

Thursday 4 February.

Club Night

Slide show by Ian Dunn of tramping trips in the South Island. Ian will take us on a
selection of trips he has done in the South Island.
Weekend 67 February.

Leader: Bruce Cameron 3384014

Mt Rosa and Avoca Exploring.. Mt Rosa is located near the
end of the Craigieburn Road, down by Avoca Station and gives
a scenic viewpoint down the Waimakariri Gorge and up the
Waimakariri basin and surrounding valleys. Plan is to do Mt
Rosa as a day trip, return to cars, scoot down the road to
Avoka Hut and have a pot luck dinner. Day 2 to explore the
area. Maybe just peruse the map and wander into a corner or
two that catch the eye. Petticoat Junction, What is it, Where is
it. Will the Hootavill Cannonball ?
Sunday 7 February.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy
28 Jan
L34
$25

Leader: Susan Pearson 3374914

Mt Somers 'Round the Mountain' Challenge. This is a day Grade:
for everyone, no matter what their fitness, age or
competitiveness  after all, it's always much better to watch
other people working hard than do it yourself! There are plenty Closes:
of options for all.
Map:
Approx:

Moderate Hard
Challenge plus
Easier options
4 Feb
K36
$20

Round the Mountain Challenge: Tune up your training for some serious races, do it to beat
Stu's time, or simply want to see what you can do for yourself  go all around the mountain
with anything from fiercely competitive individuality to friendly camaraderie in a group. There
will be two groups  people expecting to do it in 7 hours or less, and normalmortaltrampers
expecting to do it in around 89 hours. Tasteful Tshirt prizes for first man, first woman as well
as first new members (man and woman) to complete the challenge without tooobvious
cheating or helicopter support.
Supporter options: Come support the Challengers and have a cruisey stroll up Staveley Hill
with a picnic, or further if you want, and be perfectly positioned to encourage them through to
the finish on the final leg. Or come out later in the day, have a family afternoon around the
Sharplin Falls area, lay bets on the Challengers, and participate in prizegiving festivities and
general postevent euphoria. Bring a picnic for the afternoon, while we are waiting for the
challengers to start coming back in. Chairs? Picnic rugs?
Please make sure you are aware of departure times from the Shell. Trampers going round the
mountain and expecting to take more than 89 hours  i.e. most of us!  will be leaving the
Shell at 7am. Everyone else 8 am at the Shell. Talk to an organiser if you are not sure.
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Saturday 13 February.

Leader: Andrew Wrapson 9806006

Ashley Gorge. Ashley Gorge is one of the best picnic spots in
Canterbury and a popular place to explore. Depending on
water levels we hope to do a bit of floating down the gorge,
and getting wet is the whole point of the trip. Another
opportunity to practice all that river crossing training if you did
the December course? Great fun in the sun (we hope). Talk to
the leader if you're not sure what's involved in this summer
water trip, and come along for one of the club's most popular
social outings
Weekend 1314 February.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy (water trip)
11 Feb
L34
$15

Leader: Leader Required

Mistake creek Chimera stream. Canterbury high country. Grade: ModHard
Braided rivers, beech forest camping, tussock and scree tops. Closes: 4 Feb
Blue skies above and a hint of norwest cloud building on the Map:
J34
main divide.
Approx:
Sunday 14 February.

Leader: Ken Brown 3592000

Cass  Totara  Oldham (Limestone loitering). Walk through
a fascinating limestone area in coastal North Canterbury. As
well as the limestone there are some good stands of native
bush, and we'll pop over Mt Cass (525m), Totara (527m) and
Oldham (496m) on our way along a low spine of hills. Mount
Cass is the site of a proposed windfarm and (as at the time of
writing), Hurunui District Council has turned down the resource
consent for the windfarm and the applicant is appealing to the
Environment Court. Come and see the area and its unusual
limestone environment for yourselves. Some offtrack tramping
in gentle country, 10  12k at a relaxed pace, in a very
interesting area  a tramp to please almost everyone.
Sunday 14 February.

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy/Mod
11 Feb
N34
$15

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 9814931

Purple Peak and Otanerito. Purple Peak overlooks the
Akaroa settlement and Harbour. From the peak we'll descend
through Hinewai (a 1050ha private reserve for the protection
and restoration of native vegetation and wildlife which abounds
with birds enjoying the regenerating natives) down to the dinky
little bay at Otanerito. This trip is definitely at the easier end of
moderate and would make a good outing for those looking to
step up from easymoderate tramping.
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Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Moderate
11 Feb
N36 N36
$20

Weekend 2021 February.

Leader: Antony White 021 0497 893
phoenixantony@gmail.com

Sawcut Gorge. A stunning geological feature  the sawcut
gorge is a must do summer trip. Only about 5Km each way to
Isolation Hut via the gorge but the walking is riverbed, not
formed track. If landowner permission can be obtained, fitter
types could climb up to Ben More (where the map shows a hut
 is it there?) and watch the sun rise out of the Pacific on
Sunday morning.
Saturday 27 February. (Sunday if weather not
good on Saturday)

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Easy+
11 Feb
P29
$45

Leader: Adrian Busby 3255001

River Crossing. Come along and take the plunge while the
water is warm and the weather is mild. A River Crossing
course is essential training for new trampers and a good
refresher for the more experienced. Even though this is
summer, bring warm tramping clothing to wear while training.
You'll need a large pack with a waterproof pack liner filled with
spare clothing etc to bulk it up for pack buoyancy while
training. Also bring a complete change of warm clothing to
wear afterwards. Training will be followed by a barbecue (bring
your own food and drink). Venue will be the Waimakariri River
close to Christchurch. Meet at the Shell service station at 8am.
This is fun as well as instructional  come and do it!

Grade:
Closes:
Map:
Approx:

Training
25 Feb
M35
$10

Trip Reports
11 October 2009

Mt Harper
Bernhard looked at the wind blown trees by the shore of Lake Camp suspiciously and secured
his hat even more firmly in place; it wouldn’t do to lose his emergency Marmalade Sandwich
before they even reached Mount Harper. Still, the sun was shining, the snow was sparkling on
the hills and it promised to be a very good day so he rolled up his magic carpet, stowed it away
neatly in the boot of his trusty red car and set off purposefully towards the base of the hills.
Some leaders, Bernhard had heard, liked to give a little talk before their tramps but he didn’t
think that was necessary. Leading trampers was very much, he thought, like herding cats; it was
best just to let them do what they wanted and try to head off the major disasters along the way.
If things got very bad there was always the emergency marmalade sandwich.
Bernhard was, of course, an excellent tramper having grown up in deepest darkest New South
Wales and he liked to set a good pace, which could be suitably rewarded at elevenses. And
lunch. And three ‘o’ clockses. And afterwards in the café on the way home. Still, on this
particular day, he soon found himself overtaken by Stuart’s long legs. David’s deceptive stride
passed him swiftly afterwards, quickly followed by Jenny and Flo, and it wasn’t long before
Bernhard noticed that he seemed to be leading the trip only in what he believed was termed the
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military style. He pulled a crumpled and slightly marmaladestained copy of the newsletter from
his coat and anxiously scanned the trip description. Yes, he had definitely said it was to be a
moderate trip. Oh, well, he thought, everyone was still in sight.
Briefly, Bernhard looked towards Pudding Valley. Although it didn’t look particularly challenging
the name was exciting and he thought he might suggest a weekend exploration there. Surely
somewhere called Pudding Valley had all sorts of surprises to offer, possibly involving
marmalade and sticky buns.
“Oh, dear” said Bernhard, looking back again towards the base of the hills. He had thought that
they should choose a gentle route up to Mount Harper but, if he squinted his eyes, he could just
make out the rest of the party attacking the steepest and most direct route to the summit and he
clapped a hand to his hat before running to catch up.
By the time he reached the base of the spur only Kevin was still in sight. It was Kevin’s first
moderate trip so Bernard decided that some support might be motivational. “Don’t worry, Kevin”
he said positively “it’s only really steep like this for 800 meters or so. The last 300 meters get
gentler”.
*****
Although he couldn’t see them, Bernard could hear everyone above giving helpful advice from
where they were perched on the side of the hill as he and Kevin scrambled up the slope.
However, no sooner had they caught up than everyone was up and off again. Bernard thought
he heard Kevin mutter something about “muddy hampers” and looked round inquisitively. He
couldn’t see any hampers, just some daisies and prickly Spaniard between patches of snow.
Perhaps one of the others, who were already a hundred meters ahead, had taken them. “Never
mind” said Bernhard encouragingly to Kevin “we’re nearly half way to the top”.
*****
Bernhard and Kevin tramped on and on and at last caught up with the rest of the party, again
sunning themselves, a few hundred meters below the summit of Mount Harper. There was still,
Bernhard saw, no sign of the hampers but there was a great view of all the surrounding
mountain ranges, which he thought would accompany a marmalade sandwich very well. He’s
save his sticky bun for later.
The others were up and off again before he and Kevin had sat down and that proved to be the
last they saw of them for some time. Suitably refueled, he and Kevin conquered Mount Harper
(1829m) and followed the rather confused trail of tramper prints to Balmacaan Saddle. Bernhard
thought he caught a glimpse of the the sun reflecting off an ice axe on a figure climbing out of
the Saddle but, growing worried about missing three ‘o’ clockses, he led Kevin along the side of
the slopes and down into the Balmacaan Stream valley. The sun shone and the day was lovely
and, apart from a nasty incident when he forgot his hat, and emergency sandwich, by the
stream, time passed very quickly.
Again, they heard the others before they saw them, lounging around by the stream. There was
talk of herds of Chamois galloping majestically down the hills but when Bernhard looked round
they were no more in evidence than the hampers. Kevin was looking weary, slightly battered
round the edges, but proud so Bernhard happily gave him the good news. “Only another four or
five kilometers back to the car”.
Trampers: Bernhard Parawa (leader), Stuart Smith, Flo Roberts, Richard Lobb, Jenny Harlow,
Cathy Harlow (scribe with poetic license), David Sutton, Klemens Stamfi, Anthony White. Kevin
Wakeham, Carl Holdorf, Naomi Wells, Jonathan Carr, Ian Dunn, Mike Ny.
Page 22 of 24

Aunty Iceaxe

Mining in National Parks
Mining in National Parks? Over Aunty’s dead body … At the last election Aunty agreed that “it’s
time to change” and voted for National. In doing so she fulfilled the overarching political
responsibility of voters at election time  to Show Them Who’s Boss. Aunty is well aware that this
obligation to remind all politicians exactly who ultimately calls the shots is a duty which all voters
in a free democracy owe to those who fought to gain them the franchise. Aunty acknowledged
that, as a responsible citizen, she was clearly required to vote for a change of government,
irrespective of political principles or issues so comparatively trivial as health, education or social
policy, and the rest of the country followed her lead. Nobody actuated by such strong and well
considered motives should have had to expect that National actually intended to act on this
slogan any more than on any other billboard splattering product of political spin doctoring. In
particular, Aunty naturally did not expect anything that she personally holds near and dear to be
altered in any way.
Imagine therefore Aunty’s ginandtonicnecessitating shock and horror at finding that the
government intends to act as though they actually believe that they have some sort of a
mandate to make alterations in our national fabric. That their proposals accord with the political
coloration of their party is of course totally irrelevant when they must be aware that higher
considerations than this occasioned the votes in their favour.
Some changes, of course, Aunty can remain relatively ambivalent about. ACC, for example,
have never reacted sympathetically to Aunty’s various claims for injuries sustained while camel
wrestling, eating in British motorway service stations, arguing with Qantas airhostesses, free
climbing the Chalice, or attempting to open a milk container with the newstyle sealed cap. The
privatisation of ACC is therefore unlikely to affect Aunty directly except than in perhaps resulting
in a more expensively produced and gratuitously bland refusal letter. However, the suggestion
that National could make changes to facilitate mining in the conservation estate is definitely one
shade of Carte Blanche too pale.
The behaviour of the Minister for the Environment has further inflamed Aunty’s already
incandescent ire. Aunty is not so politically naïve as to expect that a government minister should
have any empathy with (or aptitude for) the portfolio with which he or she has been entrusted.
However, Aunty does expect a Minister to at least pay lip service to the defence of his portfolio’s
interests. Thus a further spasm of calmative ginandtonics was occasioned by the lackadaisical
response of the Minister for the Environment to the mining plans – a pusillanimous and lily
livered abrogation of his responsibilities in Aunty’s notoften humble opinion.
Suffice it to say that the only way that Aunty is going to take this lying down is in front of a
bulldozer. So, fellow CTC members – stand up (or lie down) and be counted!
 Aunty Iceaxe
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More about the CTC
Committee:
President

Warwick
Dowling

981-2045

Club Captain

Adrian Busby

325-5001

Vice-president

Steve
Bruerton

322-6196

Day-trip Organiser

Jenny Harlow

349-2280

Secretary

Cathy Harlow

349-2280

Weekend-trip
Organiser

Steve Bruerton

322-6196

Treasurer

Malcolm Carr

960-5281

Hut Convenor

David Watson

981-7929

Editor/Webmaster

Richard Lobb

351-2344

Gear Custodian

Ken Brown

359-2000

Social convenor

Alan Ross

384-6425

New Members Rep

Susan Pearson

337-4914

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back door. A
great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book before
leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, phone Dave Watson
9817929; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 3525329; or if they’re both away, Andrew Wrapson 980
6006. Hut fees are $10 member, $10 member's partner, $20 nonmember, $5 kids under 12. If
you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell Dave.
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of Rates for Gear Hire:
equipment for hire. The Gear Custodian is Ken
Tent
Brown 3592000. Note: club gear assigned to you
is your responsibility; please take care of it. Please Ice axes, crampons
make sure you put tents inside your pack. Tents Harnesses, snow shovel
attached to the outside of your pack can be easily
Large/small weekend
punctured when bush bashing or even lost. This
packs
may result in serious damage to your bank
account! Please air and dry tents after taking them Helmets
on a trip even if they are not used, and report any Personal locator beacons
damage to the gear custodian.

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by Sunday, 24 January 2010 – Thanks.
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$3/person/night
$4 per weekend
$4 per weekend
$2 per weekend
$2 per day
Free

