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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members 
of all ages, and runs tramping trips every weekend, 
ranging from easy (minimal experience required) to hard 
(high fitness and experience required).  We also organise 
instructional courses and hold weekly social meetings.  
Membership rates per year are $35 member, $55 couple, 
$18 junior or associate. 
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of equipment for 
hire.  The Gear Custodian is Jim Western 376-5191. Note: 
Club gear assigned to you is your responsibility; please take care of it. Please make sure you put tents 
inside your pack. Tents attached to the outside of your pack can be easily punctured when bush bashing or 
even lost. This may result in serious damage to your bank account! Please air and dry tents after taking 
them on a trip even if they are not used, and report any damage to the gear custodian. 
Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass Township has the comforts of home but with the mountains at the back 
door. - Even better now with real showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!).  A great place for a 
few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase.  Please book before leaving town to ensure there is 
a bunk available.  For keys and bookings, phone Dave Watson 981-7929; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-
5329; or if they’re both away, Andrew Wrapson 980-6006.  Hut fees are $8 member, $8 member’s partner, 
$15 non-member, $4 kids under 12.  If you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell Dave. 
Social Scene: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling Lounge), 
Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A variety of social functions are 
organised, the atmosphere informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can give a presentation or have 
ideas, please contact Alan Ross 384-6425 or email alan.d.ross@orica.com .  Please note that formalities 
start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp. 
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm on 
Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite 
Derby Street).  If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the nearby side streets, otherwise it 
may be wheel clamped or towed.  If you are taking your car please refuel at Shell Carlton, as they are kind 
enough to hold our trip lists.  Every trip gives an indication of transport costs per person.  Please bring it in 
cash to help the leader divvy up at the end.  If you have comments or suggestions for trips, please contact 
the appropriate trip organiser (listed at top of the page).  New or prospective members intending to go on 
any trip must sign up at club night or contact the trip leader in advance. 

Rates for Gear Hire:  Tent $3/person/night 

Ice axes, Crampons $4/weekend 

Harnesses, Snow shovel $4/weekend 

Large/small weekend packs $2/weekend 

Mountain radio $30/weekend 

&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&
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Leaders: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' toolbox) and post the trip list 
into the locked box.  If anyone turns up after this, the service station has a key to open the box.  Spare key 
holders are listed on the box. 
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Notices 
 
Email: The club operates a moderated email list, whose address is members@ctc.org.nz .  This list is used 
to send out the newsletter, occasional tramping related messages and other invites, and from time to time 
a complete list of the email addresses of CTC members.  Messages intended for the list, and requests to 
join or leave the list should be sent to the above email address.  Note that the moderator will check as to 
the appropriateness of all messages. 
CTC Stickers: The club has Christchurch Tramping Club stickers for members to stick in hut books when 
they visit.  Please contact the secretary at secretary@ctc.org.nz . 
Photos: We now have photos on the web page to accompany trip reports. Please email photos to 
webmaster@ctc.org.nz . 
New Members: The club welcomes the following new members: Laurayne Robb, Anna Huonker, Eric and 
Benjamin Park. New members with email addresses should also have received a welcome from the club 
webmaster telling them how to access the membership pages of the website.  If you have not received this,  
please contact Susan to investigate. 
Membership Database: If you know of any updates, errors or omissions, email Susan Pearson 
susan@toniq.co.nz or phone 337-4914. 
Access Database: If you know of any new information that concerns obtaining access to the properties we 
tramp on (e.g. change of owner or phone number), please call Ian Dunn 343-2155 or email 
ian.dunn@paradise.net.nz . 
Club Hut: When using the Club Hut, please be careful when changing the taps when arriving and leaving.  
The consequences of cocking this up (no pun intended) could be severe, so please read the instructions 
carefully. 
Committee: The Committee meets from 7.30 pm on the second Monday of every month except January.  
The venue changes between committee members' homes.  Club members may attend meetings to discuss 
matters.  Contact the Secretary (secretary@ctc.org.nz or 389 1737). 
Crampon Retention: Just a wee reminder that stuff attached to the side of your pack is liable to come off, 
if not securely attached, especially when bush bashing.  Many CTC members have bitter memories of 
having lost valuable stuff in such a way (editor included).  Remember that crampon patches are not 
necessarily to be trusted, and anything tied on needs at least one backup connection point in case of 
failure. 

Classifieds 
 
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge. 

External Events of interest 
 
Wanganui Tramping Club - Mangaturuturu Hut 50th Anniversary: The Wanganui Tramping Club is 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Mangaturuturu Hut. Planned Festivities are a trip into 
the hut on Saturday 22 March 2008 and a celebratory dinner on Sunday 23 March 2008.  Please contact 
Russel Donaldson, 6 Stafford St, Wanganui 4501, 06-344-2275, 027-5149183, russeld@clear.net.nz . 
Intrepid Magazine: Ryan Holden, the publisher of Intrepid magazine, (apparently New Zealand's newest 
adventure magazine) is looking for quality tramping content and if anyone in the club is keen to submit an 
article on tramping then please let him know at ryan@intrepidmagazine.com .  Fame and fortune 
guaranteed. 
FMC President at Rangiora Tramping Club: The FMC President Brian Stephenson will be speaking at 
the Rangiora Tramping Club on the 28 of February.  He's a barrister and will be speaking on public access 
and other matters.  The meeting will be at the War Memorial Hall, Cnr High and Albert Sts, Rangiora. 
Over 40's 30th anniversary: The over forties Tramping club is celebrating its 30th anniversary on 
Saturday 29 March 2008.  For further details please contact Ted Sheilds, Box  41071, Christchurch, 384-
3403, dls@paradise.net.nz . 

Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
2007-11-29 - Newsletter folding night 
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Thursday 29 November   
Newsletter folding night: Trampwise Session.  If you watched while one tramping companion jumped 
into a raging mountain river to chase and retrieve the pack that another tramping companion had just 
rolled into the river, would you consider him to be a hero or a fool?  Come along for a light hearted debate 
on this and other events of the trip, then vote on hero/fool status. 
2007-12-01 - Getting the most out of your GPS 
Saturday 1 December  Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914and Doug Forster 337-5453 
Getting the most out of your GPS: Want to get the most out of your GPS?  
This course is for people who already use a GPS but want to explore how to do 
more with it.  There will be an opportunity to look at some of the latest GPS 
models in action, including using your GPS in conjunction with mapping 
software.  This course will be a mixture of theory and hands-on/switched-on 
practical, probably based at Mt Vernon.  You must be on the list or have 
contacted the leader in advance to check on equipment required and meeting 
time and place. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closed: 29 Nov 
 Map: M35   
 Approx: $0 

2007-12-01 - Doubtful - Mt Garfield 
Weekend 1-2 December  Leader: Honora Renwick 942-8368 
Doubtful - Mt Garfield: Mt Garfield is on the tops to the south of the Doubtful 
valley in the Lewis Pass area. The tops are easily accessed by several routes 
and are rounded making for easy travel. There are some tarns dotted along the 
tops and good views are all round. Looks pretty good for a weekend out in the 
mountains.  So join one of the CTC’s most experienced leaders on this 
interesting trip. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closed: 22 Nov 
 Map: M32   
 Approx: $40 

2007-12-02 - Bush Spur - Mt Herbert 
Sunday 2 December  Leader: David Henson 942-3954 
Bush Spur - Mt Herbert: A variation on the standard Mt Herbert trip, this one 
goes from Tophouse at the very end of the Kaituna Valley road.  The tramp will 
start by climbing up the spur (private land, with permission), then follow the top 
boundary of the Mt Herbert Reserve and finally climb to Mt Herbert (919m) itself, 
the highest point on Banks Peninsula.  For the return we'll do a bit of a loop and 
pick up the Monument track back to the cars.  Around 700m height gain, initially 
reasonably steep, and about an 8k-10k round trip, partly off-track but on good 
terrain. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Closed: 29 Nov 
 Map: M36   
 Approx: $15 

2007-12-02 - Round the Mountain - Mt  Somers 
Sunday 2 December  Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914 
Round the Mountain - Mt  Somers: Here's a bit of a challenge - start and end 
at the Sharplin Falls car park and go right around Mt Somers in a day.  This is a 
superb trip, taking in a variety of vegetation - through beech forest, under 
waterfalls, and over open tussock and sub-alpine scrub.  There is a good track 
the whole way around and you pass Pinnacles Hut and the new(ish) Woolshed 
Creek hut before crossing the face of Mt Somers on the newest section of the 
track.  There is nothing difficult about any of the terrain but it's a long day - total 
length 28km and a cumulative height gain of 2000m so be prepared for a 10 
hour tramp. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closed: 29 Nov 
 Map: K36   
 Approx: $20 

2007-12-06 - End of year BBQ at the Halswell Quarry 
Thursday 6 December  Club Night 
End of year BBQ at the Halswell Quarry: End of year BBQ at the Halswell Quarry, Findlays Picnic Area 
1 (by the big trees at the end of the road).  Meet from 6pm.  Bring your own food and drink.  BBQs will be 
provided.  This is a great social event.  Bring cricket gear and soccer ball. 
2007-12-08 - Harper River Pinnacles 
Saturday 8 December  Leader: John Taylor 387-0609 
Harper River Pinnacles: The Pinnacles are hundreds of amazing tall mud-and-
pebble pointy tower formations, created by some magical mixture of 
mud/geology/wind/water/whatever (your leader is the expert - he'll be able to 
explain it all).  They are right on the banks of the Harper River (Lake Coleridge 
area), making a lovely trip to walk about 11k up the river, cross, and explore.  
The walk in is basically flat, but there is the option of a slightly longer loop for the 
return with a bit of up and down on a 4WD track. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 6 Dec 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $20 

2007-12-08 - Crow Hut 
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Weekend 8-9 December  Leader: Sarah Hardie 332-8275 
Crow Hut: A easy family trip up the Waimakariri and Crow rivers to the comforts 
of the newish Crow Hut. The pace will be comfortable with time for the kids to 
play in the river.  A trip further up river may be possible in the afternoon. The 
return on Sunday will be by the same route.  All children must be capable of 
river bed travel, and each family unit self-contained.  Some camping may be 
necessary. 

 Grade: Easy/family 
 Closed: 29 Nov 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $35 

2007-12-08 - Griffin Creek 
Weekend 8-9 December  Leader: TBA 332 8275 ( at present) 
Griffin Creek: A repeat of the very successful trip Peter Eman led last year.  
The trip is along some rough tracks and riverbed in the Rocky Creek then over a 
bush saddle to the well-situated Griffin Creek Hut. This hut has an outdoor bath, 
a wonderful outlook and blue ducks in the river.  Sunday sees a climb to the 
bushline to a great view point before dropping back to the road. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closed: 29 Nov 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

2007-12-08 - Pre Christmas Extended Mystery Trip 
Multi day trip 8-16 December  Leader: John Henson 342-3311 
Pre Christmas Extended Mystery Trip: We are planning a 9-day moderate trip 
visiting stunning tops and great valleys with the odd track and hut thrown in for 
comfort.  The location of the trip will depend on the weather and the party 
members.  For more information please contact John. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closed: 29 Nov 
 Map: TBA   
 Approx: $TBA 

2007-12-09 - Hooligan Range 
Sunday 9 December  Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001 
Hooligan Range: The Hooligan Range is accessed from the Lake Sumner 
road.  It's an area the club has not visited that much and it deserves more 
attention.  The Hooligan itself (1582m) is some 1000m above the road - steep at 
first, flattening into about 3k of undulating tops travel.  Take plenty of water and 
enjoy the views out over Lake Sumner itself and the surrounding Hurunui 
country. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 6 Dec 
 Map: M33   
 Approx: $20 

2007-12-09 - Mt Richardson 
Sunday 9 December  Leader: Deirdre Sheppard 342-7929 
Mt Richardson: Mount Richardson is a lovely 12km loop in the Canterbury 
foothills.  The track starts at the Glentui Bush picnic area and goes through 
some superb native beech forest - some steepish sections, about 700m height 
gain - to Mt Richardson itself (1047m) and a great panorama over the 
Canterbury plains.  Our return route will be along the Blowhard track which gives 
us the opportunity to walk along the open tops before descending back into the 
bush again - there are some stands of rimu in places - and back to the cars. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 6 Dec 
 Map: L34   
 Approx: $15 

2007-12-12 - Get Fit for Tramping. 
Wednesday 12 December  Leader: Susan Pearson  
Get Fit for Tramping.: Meet in Mt Vernon car park at 6pm, for 1 hour's brisk 
tramping.  Aimed to raise the heart rate and lift your fitness for all those serious 
summer trips you have planned. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 6 Dec 
 Map:    
 Approx:  

2007-12-13 - Cooker evaluation and race 
Thursday 13 December  Club Night 
Cooker evaluation and race: An essential item of gear is a cooker.  Which is the best type?  What are 
the advantages and disadvantages?  We will have owners detail their own cookers and then the Ross 
flamethrower will take on all comers in a race to see which can boil a set volume the fastest.  Bring your 
own cooker if you dare! 
2007-12-15 - Foggy Peak 
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Saturday 15 December  Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
Foggy Peak: Foggy Peak is a nice bump just beside Porters Pass - yes - let the 
car do most of the height gain, start from around 940m and have a relatively 
easy trip up the stony slopes of Foggy Peak (1741m, ie 800m height gain) for 
lunch.  You'll be able to look on towards Castle Hill Peak, around to Torlesse, 
across to the Craigieburns . . .  and Uncle Bernhard says that if anyone spots 
the toboggan that escaped up here a couple of winters ago, it's kennel is still 
waiting for it at home. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Closes: 13 Dec 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $20 

2007-12-15 - Navigation 
Weekend 15-16 December  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Navigation: Decipher the mystery of maps, take command of a compass, 
measure bearings with the twist of a wrist, plot your position, spy out the land 
and set forth to your destination whether up in the swirling mists or bogged 
down in the baffling bush.  A compass with a transparent base is required.  A 
magnifying glass would be useful for reading map detail. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closes: 6 Dec 
 Map: TBA   
 Approx: $40 

2007-12-15 - Pfeifer Biv 
Weekend 15-16 December  Leader: Jonathan Carr 351-1574 
Pfeifer Biv: Jonathan's plan is to combine a great tramp over the Pfeifer tops 
with the joys of soaking in the Otehake hot pools (a rerun of the famous Possum 
eyes trip). The route is up the Paratu Creek to the Waheroa Saddle and on to 
the tops via Frank and Honora's recut track which has turned what was a  
difficult scrub bash into a standard tramping route. The tussock tops are then 
traversed to Mt Pfeifer before descending down into the Otehake for a well 
deserved soak in the hot pools. This could be a long day but with the long 
daylight hours should mean no repeat of the Possum eyes affair. Sunday is a 
mere womble back to the road and cars. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 6 Dec 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

2007-12-16 - The Pyramid 
Sunday 16 December  Leader: Bernard Parawa 981-4931 
The Pyramid: An adventurous moderate trip with all the prequisites for a classic 
CTC tramp - wet feet, a little scrambling around the top, and a possible scree 
descent.  The Pyramid (1608m) is a sustained steep climb on an old ridge track 
overlooking Hawdon and Sudden Valley confluence.  Once out of the bush and 
onto the rocky ridge you'll have a commanding view of Waimakariri Basin and 
surrounding peaks.  There are a couple of descent options - a scree chute to 
Sudden Valley and then the Sudden Valley track down the stream and through 
the gorge, or through the bush into the Hawdon Valley. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 13 Dec 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $25 

2007-12-19 - Get Fit for Tramping. 
Wednesday 19 December  Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914 
Get Fit for Tramping.: Meet in Mt Vernon car park at 6pm, for 1 hour's brisk 
tramping.  Aimed to raise the heart rate and lift your fitness for all those serious 
summer trips you have planned. 

 Grade: Moderate 
Just turn up at 6:00pm

  
 Map:    
 Approx: None 

2007-12-20 - Annual Pot Luck Dinner 
Thursday 20 December  Club Night 
Annual Pot Luck Dinner: This is the last club night of the year.  Meet from 6pm eating at 6:30.  Bring 
plenty of food and your own eating tools and something to drink.  This is always good a social event so do 
come along. 
2007-12-22 - Hallelujah Flat 
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Saturday 22 December  Leader: Erik Norder 980-8022 
Hallelujah Flat: Hallelujah Flat is about 8ks up the Andrews Track (on the way 
to the Casey Hut) from Andrews Shelter.  The only steep section is right at the 
start - a short climb onto a terrace and then into the bush for more gentle 
gradients to about 300m height gain altogether, red beech forest, and then a 
gently undulating descent to Andrews Stream.   You'll come out into grassy flats 
and then Hallelujah flat itself, dotted with hebes and a perfect place for lunch.  
You might also visit the tiny old Hallelujah Biv, which stands a bit off the main 
track.  Return the same way, and if it is a hot day there is a good swimming hole 
to cool off in when you get back. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 20 Dec 
 Map: L33   
 Approx: $25 

2007-12-22 - Mystery  Trip 
Weekend 22-23 December (Saturday evening briefing; TBA, Sunday Trip) Leader: Jim Western 376-5191 
Mystery  Trip: Jim's plan is to run a fun weekend involving sending out various 
groups to go to various check points, using general map and GPS skills.  Teams 
will have to produce evidence that they have performed various tasks, by 
producing proof by means of a digital photo.  All groups will meet up for a 
barbeque/picnic at the end of the day.  I will adjust the trip to suit all types of 
trampers, so that the easy tasks can be suitable for those with families, and 
harder tasks will be for those that want more of a challenge. 

 Grade: Various/social 
 Closes: 13 Dec 
 Map: TBA   
 Approx: $TBA 

2007-12-23 - Red Hill 
Sunday 23 December  Leader: Kerrie Skinner 386-2850 
Red Hill: The last day trip before Christmas - justify all that extra food and drink 
with a final tramp.  Red Hill is a friendly 1641m peak off the Lake Lyndon Road, 
just past Porters Pass.  There is no track after the initial approach march but 
there are a variety of different ways up - choosing between the tussock slopes 
or a couple of nice ridges - to the rocky top (about 1100m total height gain) with 
plenty of shelter from the wind on the way up if necessary.  From the top there is 
a stunning view out over Lake Coleridge and the Rakaia.  More options for the 
descent for a very satisfying moderate day out. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 20 Dec 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $20 

2007-12-24 - Christmas Eve Meal 
Monday 24 December (location/time TBA shortly) Christmas Eve Meal 
Christmas Eve Meal: Keeping up with the tradition of the Christchurch Tramping Club pre Christmas day 
stomach expanding exercises, we will be making an evening booking at one of the many great central city 
restaurants, on the night before the jolly big red fellow exclaims “who roasted Rudolf, and eat the elves for 
entrée?”I will advise shortly as to when and where we shall be meeting, by email, or carrier pigeon, for 
those of you wanting information faster than the current broadband. A list will be put out at the club rooms, 
and I expect to book for around 15, so you will need to put your name on the list or phone Jim. 
2007-12-27 - No Club Night 
Thursday 27 December  No Club Night 
No Club Night: as the fortunate ones will be in the hills. 
2007-12-27 - Horace Walker Hut via Douglas and Karangarua valleys 
Multi day trip 27 December-2 January  Leader: Andrew Tromans 379-2686 
Horace Walker Hut via Douglas and Karangarua valleys: Horace Walker is a 
West Coast hut up the Douglas River beneath a series of glaciers and towering 
cliffs.  Stay in the hut or camp at the lake below the Douglas glacier and walk to 
the summit of the Gladiator (2125m) with views across the Douglas Neve to Mt 
Sefton.  Exit down the Karangarua river via either Red Deer Col or Mt Howit. 
Trip will probably leave on the evening of the 26th. A note from the organiser: 
These valleys are quite rough and most of this trip is off track.  The Douglas 
valley is famous (infamous!) for its scrub.  Not a trip for moderate trampers.  The 
country however is very spectacular and wonderful for tramping. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Closes: 20 Dec 
 Map: H36   
 Approx: $60 

2007-12-29 - Kaituna - Packhorse Hut - Mt Bradley 
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Saturday 29 December  Leader: Bruce Miller 349-3611 
Kaituna - Packhorse Hut - Mt Bradley: A very popular tramp not too far from 
Christchurch.  We start from Kaituna, near Little River, and ascend a pleasant 
track through bush and out into grassy hillside up to the Packhorse Hut (height 
gain about 500m).  The stone-built hut was originally one of the series of 
roadhouses planned by Harry Ell for the Summit Road route, and sits in a 
saddle overlooking Charteris Bay.  From here, there will be the option of 
continuing up to Mt Bradley (another 350m up) or lazing at the hut admiring the 
view.  We'll retrace our steps for the descent and then head to the Little River 
cafe to refuel. 

 Grade: Easy or 
EasyMod 

 Closes: 27 Dec 
 Map: M36   
 Approx: $10 

2007-12-30 - Woolshed Hill and ridge 
Sunday 30 December  Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
Woolshed Hill and ridge: Woolshed Hill (1429m) stands above the Hawdon, 
off the Mt White Road.  There will be about 820m of ascent, mostly through 
beech, following a track up the crest of a ridge and then the tussocky top.   
Views from the top down into the Waimakariri/Hawdon confluence and, on the 
other side, the Andrews.  From there we can follow the ridge north before 
dropping down - with a bit of bush-bashing - and making our way back to the 
cars. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 27 Dec 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $25 

2008-01-03 - No Club Night 
Thursday 3 January  No Club Night 
No Club Night: as the fortunate ones will STILL be in the hills. 
2008-01-06 - Bob's Biv 
Sunday 6 January  Leader: Kerrie Skinner 386-2850 
Bob's Biv: Bob's Biv is a cute little hunting hut in the Mt Thomas area, 
accessed from the Wooded Gully picnic area.  We'll probably go up the Wooded 
Gully track itself, through the mountain beech to the open ridge west of Mt 
Thomas itself (about 600m height gain). From there we continue to follow the 
crest of the ridge north west over points 1043, 953 and 1046 (about 300m 
accumulated 'up') to a bush saddle and the biv itself (officially called 'Bob's 
Camp Bivvy' by DOC).  It is a reasonably long day - about 9 k each way - and a 
bit of up and down along the ridge to do both ways, making for something a bit 
on the more strenuous side of moderate - an excellent post-Christmas New-
Years-Resolution-to-do-more-tramping trip. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 3 Jan 
 Map: M34   
 Approx: $20 

2008-01-06 - Scenery Nook 
Sunday 6 January  Leader: Erik Norder 980-8022 
Scenery Nook: Scenery Nook is a little cove out on Timu Timu head (Banks 
Peninsula).   It's only a shortish stroll so what's so special?  Just come and see 
one of the most stunning sea cliffs in New Zealand, curving round to make the 
cove into an amazing ampitheatre of layered rock in earthy hues of red, pink and 
purple and a huge dyke - the cross-sectional side of a cone of harder grey 
volcanic rock - exposed to rise straight up through the multi-coloured strata.  It's 
an area of 'Significant Natural Value' according to Ecan.  If you've never seen it 
before, now's your chance . . . 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 3 Jan 
 Map: N36 N37  
 Approx: $15 

2008-01-09 - Get Fit for Tramping 
Wednesday 9 January  Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914 
Get Fit for Tramping: Meet in Mt Vernon car park at 6pm, for 1 hour's brisk 
tramping.  Aimed to raise the heart rate and lift your fitness for all those serious 
summer trips you have planned. 

 Grade: Moderate 
Just turn up at 6:00pm

  
 Map:    
 Approx:  

2008-01-10 - Social Night 
Thursday 10 January  Club Night 
Social Night: Lets hear about your Christmas trips and bring some photos to show as well. 
2008-01-12 - Rakaia Gorge 



Page 9 of 21 

Saturday 12 January  Leader: Chris Curry 351-5913 
Rakaia Gorge: Well, according to Pat Barrett, "the scenic attractions of the 
walkway are outstanding.  A number of viewpoints along the clifftop afford 
dramatic perspectives of the mighty blue Rakaia River as it swirls past the steep 
bluffs, broad shingle banks and patterned farm terraces . . ."  Hyperbole aside, 
Rakaia Gorge is indeed spectacular and this is a very nice easy tramp which, 
mainly following the cliffs above the gorge, gives great views of this scenic area.  
The walkway itself (5k each way) starts in farmland but then enters areas of 
regenerating native bush, passes the disused Snowdon Coalmine, and ends in 
a good viewpoint.  There is also the option - perhaps for the return trip - of a 
short loop which takes you down to the Rakaia itself. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 10 Jan 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $15 

2008-01-12 - Koropuku Stream 
Weekend 12-13 January  Leader: Honora Renwick 942-8368 
Koropuku Stream: It's time for my annual pilgrimage into Korupuku hut via the 
Otehake swingbridge track and Big Tops. This time we will go out via the 
Koropuku Gorge and the Otehake track. This trip is not hard in terms of distance 
or pace but you need to be skilled and nimble as there are 2 very short sections 
of climbs down vegetation. Come along if you love to see adventure unfolding 
before you in this remote, seldom traveled beautiful terrain. 

 Grade: Hard 
Closes: 10 Jan 

(phone 
Honora)  

 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

2008-01-13 - Avalanche Peak to Mt Bealey 
Sunday 13 January Early start - contact leader Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344 
Avalanche Peak to Mt Bealey: A club classic, with a bit of everything: three 
peaks, 3km of ridge-top travel, great views, some gentle scrambling, a good 
scree run, a river, and a bush bash.  We go up Avalanche Peak (1833m) the 
usual direct way, then traverse the ridge tops over Lyell Peak to Mt Bealey 
(1838m). The route calls for a bit of scrambling experience on mediocre rock but 
there's no major exposure. From Mt Bealey we descend scree to Rough Creek 
and then splash, bush bash and boulder hop our way out to the road.   Note 
early start - contact the leader. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 10 Jan 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $25 

2008-01-13 - Big Mount Peel 
Sunday 13 January Extended day trip - leave town Saturday afternoon Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914 
Big Mount Peel: Susan has a cunning plan to allow relaxed moderate trampers 
to do Big Mount Peel (1743m) by leaving town on Saturday afternoon about 
3pm.  We'll go up from Blandsford Road to Little Mount Peel (1311m, 900m 
height gain) in the afternoon, eat our tea on the way, and stop about 9pm for 
sunsets, cocoas etc. Stay overnight in the Shelter (no mattresses) or bivvy out.  
We'll get the sunrise as well, and then an early morning 7k of ridge along to Big 
Mt Peel itself (1583m) is an easy proposition - back to Little Mt Peel in time for 
lunch and then down an alternative route and back in town at a sensible hour. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 10 Jan 
 Map: J37   
 Approx: $20 

2008-01-16 - Get Fit for Tramping 
Wednesday 16 January  Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914 
Get Fit for Tramping: Meet in Mt Vernon car park at 6pm, for 1 hour's brisk 
tramping.  Aimed to raise the heart rate and lift your fitness for all those serious 
summer trips you have planned.. 

 Grade: Moderate 
Just turn up at 6:00pm

  
 Map:    
 Approx: None 

2008-01-17 - Mongolia and Kilimanjaro 
Thursday 17 January  Club Night 
Mongolia and Kilimanjaro: Let's go to Mongolia and Kilimanjaro with our guide Jenny Harlow.  The 
photos are from a trip to Kilimanjaro a few years ago, and to Lake Hovsgol in Mongolia more recently.  
Kilimanjaro is of course the highest mountain in Africa, but there are some straightforward routes up if you 
can deal with the altitude - and luckily the slower you go the better!  Lake Hovsgol a huge lake right up by 
the Russian border in Mongolia which Jenny and Clive had set their hearts on seeing - easier said than 
done, as it turned out.  Come and hear the full story of both adventures. 
2008-01-19 - Glenafric Beach 
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Saturday 19 January  Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980-6006 
Glenafric Beach: A gentle womble through the Glenafric farm to the beach.  
Not only is it a great beach to wander on, but it's famous for its Miocene crabs.  
Not a sea-food restaurant special, but the thousands-of-years-old version.  The 
rock hounds love this beach but you don't need to be an expert to be able to see 
the fossils here.  A cruisey summer day trip with a great leader - take your 
bucket and spade and other beach paraphernelia and have fun. 

 Grade: Easy/family 
 Closes: 17 Jan 
 Map: N34   
 Approx: $15 

2008-01-19 - Mount Potts 
Saturday 19 January  Leader: Alastair Brown 343-5111 
Mount Potts: Freddie has another go at Mt Potts - postponed from October due 
to unfriendly weather.  Take your choice of literary connections for this stunning 
area - Samuel Butler's Erewhon or Lord of the Rings.  Mt Potts is an impressive 
peak (2184m) above the Havelock/Clyde confluence.  It's a long day and a good 
workout is guaranteed - and hope for a clear day this time so that we can enjoy 
the magnificent views. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 17 Jan 
 Map: J35 J36  
 Approx: $25 

2008-01-19 - Zampa Tops 
Weekend 19-20 January  Leader: Jim Western 376-5191 
Zampa Tops: The Zampa tops are just north of the Lewis Pass above the 
Cannibal Gorge. They are rolling tops studded with tarns with many great 
camping sites and stunning views of the Spenser mountains. The usual route is 
to climb up to the tops from just below Henry Saddle then traverse the tops to 
find a camp site. Side trips are possible for the keen and a round trip can be 
made  by returning via Ada Pass and the Cannibal Gorge or via the Henry 
Valley and Henry Saddle. 

 Grade: Moderate 
Closes: 10 Jan (by 

Phone)  
 Map: M31   
 Approx: $40 

2008-01-20 - Bealey Spur to the Hut 
Sunday 20 January  Leader: Bruce Miller 349-3611 
Bealey Spur to the Hut: Start above the baches at Bealey Spur and climb 
through beech forest. On the way to the charming old hut, at about 1240m, the 
ridge opens up in places to reveal immense views over the Waimakariri River 
and to the mountains beyond. Bring warm clothing, and a walking pole and 
gaiters may be useful.  The hut is about a 450m climb and the round trip is 
about 10km. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 17 Jan 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $20 

2008-01-20 - Bealey Spur, Jordan Saddle 
Sunday 20 January  Leader: Adrian Sullivan 03 310-0607(or work 379-1740) 
Bealey Spur, Jordan Saddle: The moderate version of Bealey Spur - up the 
spur to the hut and then continue out along the lovely open ridge which rises - 
with a few knobbly bits - towards the high point 1875 (about 1200m height gain).  
From there we drop into Jordan Saddle and then out down Jordan Stream - 
boulder hopping and wet feet a certainty so some experience in stream travel 
will help you to get the most out of this section - to the Waimakariri.  A very 
satisfying day for a fit adventurous moderate tramper which showcases the 
variety of tramping terrain in the Arthur's Pass area. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 17 Jan 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $25 

2008-01-23 - Get Fit for Tramping 
Wednesday 23 January  Leader: Susan Pearson  
Get Fit for Tramping: Meet in Mt Vernon car park at 6pm, for 1 hour's brisk 
tramping.  Aimed to raise the heart rate and lift your fitness for all those serious 
summer trips you have planned. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 17 Jan 
 Map:    
 Approx: None 

2008-01-24 - Ski Touring with John Henson 
Thursday 24 January   
Ski Touring with John Henson: John will give a presentation, taking us ski touring in the Westland and 
the Tasman Glaciers.  Built up over the last three years. 
2008-01-26 - Barrosa 
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Saturday 26 January  Leader: John Taylor 387-0609 
Barrosa: In the Clent hills, Mt Barrosa is a wee bit further west than Mt Somers 
and a wee bit lower too (1364m). It is an interesting geological area (Barrosa 
Andesite) where keen rock hounds might be able to find geods - your leader is 
an expert so ask him what on earth a geod is when it's at home.   Geologists or 
not, everyone can enjoy the 800m climb on mostly untracked tussock hillside 
with good views all the way up.  Approx 10km round trip. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 24 Jan 
 Map: J36   
 Approx: $20 

2008-01-26 - Wheel Creek 
Weekend 26-27 January  Leader: Lynette Hartley 332-9251 
Wheel Creek: Wheel Creek is in the Victoria Ranges  and is not often visited by 
the club but is a very  interesting area. There are no maintained tracks so you  
will be doing some bush bashing. The plan is to climb to the tops to camp on 
Saturday night and to climb Mt Creighton and explore the tops. Join Lynette on 
what should be a good exploration trip at a good time of year. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 17 Jan 
 Map: L30   
 Approx: $50 

2008-01-27 - Mt Thomas 
Sunday 27 January  Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001 
Mt Thomas: A north Canterbury gem, taking in rich mountain beech forest and 
a bit of open tops.  There are a few different options for routes up and down 
from the Wooded Gully picnic area (go and see if the wild cherries are ripe!). 
We'll probably go up the Wooded Gully track, which joins the open ridge west of 
Mt Thomas itself, and then trot along about 1.5k to the tussock-clad top (1023m, 
about 700m height gain from the start).  We could return the same way or via a 
slightly steeper track down through the pine plantations on the southern spur.  
Should be about 6-7 hours tramping at a relaxed pace with plenty of time to 
admire the scenery. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 24 Jan 
 Map: M34   
 Approx: $15 

2008-01-31 - Newsletter folding night and Trampwise 
Thursday 31 January  Club Night 
Newsletter folding night and Trampwise: So you have planned meticulously for the classic Three 
Passes trip.  You have two parties all setup up to cross over, mountain radios to alert each other should 
something go wrong, sufficient transport at each end.  So what was it that had been forgotten, that meant 
that 2 people had to bivvy uncomfortably and unexpectedly in the Waimakariri river gravel en route to the 
Anti Crow hut on the first day!  Come along and find out with Susan, the enthusiastic but imperfect trip 
planner. 
2008-02-02 - Camp Saddle and Craigieburn Valley 
Saturday 2 February  Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
Camp Saddle and Craigieburn Valley: A varied round trip in the Craigieburns 
with a bit of something for everyone.  We'll go up to Camp Saddle (1480m) from 
the Broken River Ski Field road and then drop down the other side to a good 
high level track back along the side of the Craigieburn Valley and follow this 
around through beech forest back to the cars.  600m - 700m height gain and 10 
- 12km round trip depending on the exact route. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Closes: 31 Jan 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $25 

2008-02-02 - Ohau Base Camp 
Weekend 2-3 February  Leader: TBA 332 8275 ( at present) 
Ohau Base Camp: A family base camp to finish the school holidays. This time 
of year is lovely at Ohau with walking from easy strolls to full day trips and even 
alpine traverses. Other activities such as mountain biking, kayaking or fishing 
are also possible. Accomadation has been arranged in a club bunk hut but 
camping is also possible. 

 Grade: Easy/All 
 Closes: 24 Jan 
 Map: H38   
 Approx: $50 

2008-02-02 - Rabbiter's Peak  / Gunsight Pass 
Weekend 2-3 February  Leader: Ian Dunn 343-2155 
Rabbiter's Peak  / Gunsight Pass: Ian is planning a couple of long day trips in 
the Ohau  area. Both of these are close to the road and offer great scenery and 
views. Gunsight pass is between the North and South Temple   Streams both of 
which are interesting valleys but different from each other. Rabbiter's Peak  is a 
peak to the north of the Temple over looking the South Huxley and is a great 
view point looking up the main Hopkins back to the lake and over the main 
divide to the Landsborough mountains. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 24 Jan 
 Map: H38   
 Approx: $50 

2008-02-03 - The Gap 
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Sunday 3 February  Leader: Bernard Parawa 981-4931 
The Gap: The Gap is a true Canterbury tramping icon, the big notch in the 
Torlesse range visible for miles around.  Imagine looking at it every time you 
drive along the West Coast Road, knowing that you have stood right in the 
middle . . .  We'll probably go up from Porters Pass (942m) to Castle Hill Peak 
(1998m) and follow the narrow ridge - it's better going than it looks from a 
distance! - through to the Gap (1700m).  The final section is fairly scrambly with 
some loose rock around but there is a good way into the Gap by dropping down 
to the north 50m or so off the bluffs above it.  From the Gap we'll aim to go down 
the Kowai and pick up the track to the Big Tree carpark where your thoughtful 
leader may just have placed a car . . .  It will make a reasonably long day at a 
moderate pace, but we have plenty of daylight.  Come along for a truely classic 
club tramp. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 31 Jan 
 Map: L34 K34 K35 
 Approx: $20 

2008-02-07 - Tibetan Plateau 
Thursday 7 February  Club Night 
Tibetan Plateau: Trek on the Tibetan Plateau by your guide Alan Ross.  Walk up to and under a 7,550m 
peak.  More info next newsletter. 
2008-02-09 - Three Deans 
Saturday 9 February  Leader: Philip Tree 942-7670 
Three Deans: "Once upon a time there were three Deans: there was father 
Dean, mother Dean, and baby . . ."  no no no.  These Three Deans have proper 
tramping names - South Dean (571m), Middle Dean (585m) and North Dean 
(573m) - located in Waipara, North Canterbury.   It's about 500m height gain, in 
easy country.  You'll be traveling along the open tops so make sure you bring 
some warm layers just in case.  Join Phil for a great easy tramp that the club 
has not done for a while. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 7 Feb 
 Map: M34   
 Approx: $15 

2008-02-09 - Lake Sumner / Hope 
Weekend 9-10 February  Leader: TBA 332 8275 ( at present) 
Lake Sumner / Hope: A great crossover trip on formed tracks with a big hut on 
Saturday night this is suitable for most easy trampers capable of carrying a pack 
and tramping for 6 hours a day.  The plan is to have 2 groups, 1 coming from 
each end, meeting in the Hope Kiwi hut for a social time on Saturday night.  This 
trip will be limited in numbers because of 4 wheel drive access into Lake 
Sumner and anybody with a 4 wheel drive is welcome. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Closes: 31 Jan 
 Map: L32   
 Approx: $50 

2008-02-09 - Mt Davies, Arthur's Pass 
Weekend 9-10 February  Leader: TBA Phone Jeff on 338 0922 
Mt Davies, Arthur's Pass: Have you always looked across at Mt Davies when 
in the area and thought it a better option than the boulder bash up the Waimak?  
We'll hopefully minimize the walk in by heading up to Carrington Hut on the 
Friday night. Looks like a good option in a neat area of the park. I don't know 
that much about the climb and there is little info on the web so if someone 
knows any details on climbs please give me a call.  Iceaxe and crampons 
necessary. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Closes: 31 Jan 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

2008-02-10 - Mount Catherine 
Sunday 10 February  Leader: Bruce Miller 349-3611 
Mount Catherine: Mt Catherine is a good peak overlooking Lake Heron in the 
Clent Hills area.   We'll access via a 4WD road and cross the flats then ascend 
the south west ridge - about 1000m sustained climb, some of it fairly steep, 
tussock at first and then rock - to get to the commanding summit of Mt Catherine 
(2085m).   Check out the views of the Arrowsmiths in the distance and plan your 
next adventure!  With a good group we can make a loop by descending the 
rocky slopes to the south over 2045, 2039 etc.  Mostly red sandstone, it's bare, 
open and starkly beautiful - a good achievement for a moderate tramper who is 
happy with a bit of scrambling and a reasonably long day. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 7 Feb 
 Map: J35   
 Approx: $25 

2008-02-16 - Maukuratawhai 
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Saturday 16 February Early start - 7am at the Shell Leader: Doug Forster 337-5453 
Maukuratawhai: Third time lucky - we've put this on the list twice already but 
postponed due to the weather.  Maukuratawhai (sometimes irreverently called 
Mt Muckaroundawhile to help you remember the name) is an interesting little 
1615m peak just across the Clarence River from where you descend from Jacks 
Pass. We will climb up the long SW ridge (about 800m height gain) and traverse 
around to Pt 1575 and descend its S ridge to circle back to the starting point. 
The trip starts with a cold ford of the Clarence so bring some spare sneakers so 
you can change into dry boots on the other side. Note early start - 7am at the 
Shell garage. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 14 Feb 
 Map: N31 N32  
 Approx: $30 

2008-02-16 - Sawcut Gorge / Waima River Marlborough 
Weekend 16-17 February  Leader: Lynette Hartley 332-9251 
Sawcut Gorge / Waima River Marlborough: Lynette is going to the zoo, yes 
seriously. There is a place here called the zoo. The trip is in a great area with 
special geology and weird plants. They  are going to explore sawcut gorge 
home of the Marlborough rock daisy and another gorge in the Waima river which 
is rumored to be just as spectacular. Be prepared for boulder hopping and the 
route down the Waima includes swimming as there is no other way around 
some of the sections. Should be good for a hot nor-west weekend. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 7 Feb 
 Map: P29   
 Approx: $50 

 

Trip Reports 
 

27 October 

Arthur's Pass work party 
 

         
A lot of work was done in a short time.  Replacing rotting boards, sweeping chimney, fixing drain, electrical 
repairs, chopping wood, demolishing bridge to long drops, taking measurements for new window in the 
lounge. This is to make your stay more pleasant. 
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28 October 2007 

Pudding Hill Stream 
 

 
Having done a couple of easy tramps without too much difficulty, my wife and I thought what better way to 
get our third tramp necessary to become club members than doing an Easy/Moderate tramp.  
 
The day started off well as we arrived at the Awa Awa Reserve along with Susan Pearson, Kerrie Skinner, 
Geoff Titmus, Heather Mitchell and Jolanda Simon in beautiful sunshine with Mt Hutt cloaked in snow 
towering over us.  With no wind to speak of it looked as if it would be a brilliant day's tramping.  Before 
starting, an equipment check revealed that we did not have all the necessary survival equipment, but 
fortunately there were spares available. And then we were off at a brisk pace up through the forest reserve. 
 
It soon became apparent that we were the slowest of the Group.  Maybe we should have done a few more 
easy walks first but our leader, Sue, encouraged us on. She also took the opportunity to instruct us on the 
correct way of crossing streams, which was opposite to what I had been taught many years ago. Although 
we had glimpses of the Canterbury Plains as we climbed, it wasn’t until we reached the tussock tops that 
we could clearly see both the Rakaia Gorge and the Canterbury Plains - fantastic. 
 
After a short break, we headed on up towards Scotts Saddle and we were soon walking through a thin 
ground covering of snow.  However, it wasn’t cold and we soon reached the Ski road. After a short walk 
along the road and several toots from passing vehicles we turned off down a rapidly descending forest 
track towards Pudding Hill Stream and lunch.  At first we were showered by melting snow from 
overhanging trees and shrubs - very refreshing.  Then it was a steady descent taking great care as it was 
quite slippery in places. 
 
Following a relaxing lunch in the sun, we immediately practised what we had been taught about crossing 
moving water. The traverse wasn’t quite how I thought we had been instructed but we all crossed safely. 
Before I could dwell on this we were crossing back and my wife took an unnoticed tumble resulting in a 
bruised arm and wrist.  For 3 hours we followed the course of the stream making over 25 crossings. On a 
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couple of occasions the current was strong enough that we were glad we had walking sticks for support. At 
one point a bluff prevented us following the stream any further and a mad scramble ensued as we climbed 
up and over it while being continually scratched by the native bush.  Eventually we turned off onto the track 
back to the reserve by a 4WD vehicle that just happened to be parked on the river bed, pity it was not 
going our way!  “It’s only 100 metres” I heard someone shout – yes but almost straight up a gorge wall! 
 
The last climb was a real killer but we made it and a short walk brought us back to our starting place in 
brilliant sunshine and the local sandflies! We didn’t hang around and were soon traveling to the Hororata 
Café for some well earned refreshments. 
 
Trampers: Peter Moore (scribe), Mrs Moore, Susan Pearson (Leader), Kerrie Skinner, Geoff Titmus, 
Heather Mitchell and Jolanda Simon 
 
 

28 October 2007 

Mt Scott (2009m) 
 

    
A very early start from Christchurch saw Clive’s band of masochists heading determinedly into the icey 
waters of Sudden Valley almost as soon as it was light.  It takes some hours of crossing and recrossing to 
get up the stream past the gorge, and even the steep clamber up around the waterfall did not warm 
everyone up completely.  We had a snack in the sun by the Biv and then carried on up to the slopes below 
Scott and Wilson.  After a careful choice of route, given the fresh snow on the slopes, Clive led the way up 
towards Scott. 
 
The snow at lower levels was soft but by 200-300m below the summit even Ian was donning crampons.  I 
bailed out early as the rest headed towards a steeper section to gain a ridge and get out of any possible 
avalanche danger; Andrew and Laurayne followed me down shortly afterwards.  Clive, Paul and Ian carried 
on and made the summit without trouble before having lunch on the main ridge and descending again (with 
a bit of triumphant bum sliding) to gently cross-question me for cowardice.  I thought that having a peaceful 
hour or so in such a lovely place – the upper valley is really beautiful - on a sunny spring day needed no 
excuses at all. We caught up with Andrew and Laurayne at the Biv again – more snacks – and returned 
down Sudden Valley to get out before dark – about 11 hours altogether.  The best part was still to come 
though – Joy at the Yellow Shack in Springfield stood us free teas and coffees to wash down her delicious 
pies, scones and lasagne. 
 
Participants: Clive, Paul, Laurayne, Andrew, Ian, Jenny  
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11 November 2007 

Hamilton Peak to Mt Wall 
 

 
The first Sunday with a reasonable forecast for what seemed like weeks attracted a good group of keen 
trampers for Richard’s Craigieburns mini-traverse from Hamilton to Wall.  Shock-horror – the ski field gate 
is locked already below the tractor sheds!  Not surprising really given that we had to work hard the whole 
trip to find any snow at all.  The two David’s were both on their second tramps with the club so everyone 
else tried to be on best behaviour for at least 5 minutes before carrying on as usual.  It was a bit of a 
technologically overloaded group in fact – Richard with new GPS, Doug (the GPS-guru) talking about his 
new work on Freshmap, Ian with a new filter for his camera that weighed about as much as Janet’s day 
pack, Clive and David L planning how to engineer 3-d models of the Craigieburns  . . .  We went up via 
Camp Saddle and then up the stony slopes of Hamilton (1822m) to have lunch by the cairn.  Although not 
as windy as usual, Hamilton managed to blow up enough very cold draughts to discourage any ideas of a 
lengthy stay.  With Clive and David Sutton leading the way we set off across to Mt Wall – a minor scramble 
up, down and around the rocky ridge in parts – and got to Mt Wall (1874m) a lot more quickly than Richard 
had anticipated.   
 
The descent off Mt Wall is fairly steep in parts, with some loose rock around, so we tried to plan the route, 
take our time, and avoid the more boned out areas.  The main scree route has been washed out part way 
down – Doug and David S opted to use that anyway but the rest of us bypassed that section and rejoined 
when the going got a little more friendly.  A very relaxed group had a final snack in the sun beside the 
stream at the bottom before trotting back down the ski field road to the car.   
 
Thanks to everyone, especially Richard – leading his last trip for a month or so before he heads off to 
Japan to spend his holidays doing something whizzy with computers over there . . .   
 
Participants:  Richard, Doug, Clive, David Sutton, David Lane, Janet, Ian, Jenny 
 
 
 
 

16-18th November 2007 

Mt Alexander. 
 

    
Mt Alexander - a moderately hard weekend trip, done as a moderate 3 day trip. 
 
Club Trampers: Susan Pearson, Doug Forster, Sue Hely, Ian Dephoff, Warwick Dowling, Cyril Fifield, 
Andrew Tromans and Helen Harkness, along with two non members: Ray Brown and David Hughes. 
 
The forecast showed no sign of precipitation or wind, so as we drove over to Lake Brunner we were 
expecting good conditions for our trip.  The travel went quickly aided partly by coffee in Arthur's Pass and 
mostly by conversation as Ray gratified our curiosity about his work, family and previous tramping trips.And 
then we were at the track end and into it, west coast bush: ferns, mosses, horopito, coprosma, nettles, 
supplejack and all.  We found the track well marked and DOC’s ubiquitous triangles, led us through ferns, 
over boulders and streams, up muddy banks, round, under and onto trees, and then along a high sidle.  A 
few sections of the sidle track were a bit narrow and those of us who had not carried a weekend pack for a 
while had to focus on both our balance and footing when slippery roots added complexity.  After an hour 
and a half we stopped for lunch and were joined by our tenth tramper, Ian, a long term member (35yrs), 
from Nelson. 
 
At length after a short stretch of ‘trip you up’ tussocky grass, we arrived at the site of the old hut and 
apparently the end of the DOC marked trail.  So we followed the (non DOC) sign to the ‘tussock tops’.  The 
climb, marked now with permolat, follows a ridge line through rata, mountain cedar and lovely red 
dracophyllum trees, gradually getting steeper as the trees give way to stunted scrub and permolat gives 
way to poles.  Views opened up below, down to the green valley where we had started, and above, up the 
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ridge all the way to the rock and tussock tops.  Although the climbing was hard, the ridge was a series of 
knobs with natural rest stops on top of each one.  These were increasingly needed, as the gradient 
steepened to 40 degrees.  
 
At the top of the track a few poles head off to the east, and a few continue straight over the top into a 
seemingly mandatory rocky adventure leading to the large tarns to the southwest.  We decided against the 
adventure and followed the eastern poles to a small tarn, just 10 minutes away from the top of the track.  I 
lingered at the top of the track to ensure that no one was tempted by the rocky adventure. The day had 
been windless and no precipitation had fallen, the tarn was snow free and had good camping spots, soon 
filled with 4 tents and two bivs.  It had been good not to have to climb that ridge in the sun, but now we 
wanted the cloud to go away and a warm sunshine to make our evening and our views perfect.  And it did, 
for about an hour and then clouded over again – just in time for some great sunset photos. 
 
About this time I realised that while being a human signpost, I had left my GPS by my pack on a rock and 
had not picked it up with my pack.  My wail of distress at my discovery caused my gallant companions to 
mount a search party and immediately rush off into the mist.  They returned a short time later telling me 
that Cyril had found it by standing on it!   
 
Saturday morning dawned still and clear, although cloud above us threatened to lower and more billowy 
heavy stuff loomed off to the North East.  By 7:30 most of us were on the ridge somewhere, stopping to put 
crampons on as we reached the snow slopes just below the shoulder.  A group of us stopped when we got 
to the top here (1795m) to consider the mist enveloped ridge and main peak ahead.  Doug had climbed Mt 
Alexander before and was unanimously and silently elected to do the route finding for the rest of us. The 
snow was not frozen, but it did have some structure and the lack of sun meant that it was unlikely to get 
really wet and slushy.  So we set off along the steep ridge towards the top, coveting Ray’s ‘anti balling’ 
crampons as we whacked ours regularly.  At a tricky bit on the ridge Cyril and Helen decided they would go 
no further.  The rest of us, maybe lulled into a false sense of security because we could not see just how 
far we would fall - if we fell, continued on.  At some point where the ridge got interesting, we sidled off to 
the north side of the ridge regaining the ridge just before the summit, by climbing straight up, kicking steps 
as we went.  The sun kindly came out for about 10 minutes on the top, allowing some people, some views.  
 
On our way back Warwick succumbed to cramp and we decided to stop and have lunch and a good rest en 
route.  We found out that David had been a serious mountaineer in his youth ‘going cold turkey’, (as Doug 
put it), 25 years ago and not wearing crampons since.  This explained the rather splendid snow goggles 
that he wore – they looked as though they hailed from the Hilary Everest era.  Once out of the mist, Doug 
took the fast route down, following Ian’s glissading tracks on his bum with the controlling ice axe making a 
snow fountain behind him.  Warwick, David and I came down more sedately and then we all wandered 
across the tussock and rock back to the campsite.  The afternoon provided people with the opportunity to 
go for exploratory walks to the larger tarns and to maybe find a better way there than by the rock adventure 
route. The tarns were pronounced to be sunnier than our campsite but definitely more out of the way. My 
alternative to more rushing around was to snooze in the tent; after all it was a holiday weekend. 
 
Conversation round the campsite later on revealed that we had a poetry lover in our midst.  Apparently the 
day before, David had been entertaining Warwick and Helen, reciting ballads as they climbed up the ridge.  
Since the victims of the recitations seem to have enjoyed this, and not wanting to miss out, I prevailed upon 
David to repeat the performance. 
 
The Ballad of Blasphemous Bill was written by Robert Service and is an irreverent tale about a promise to 
bury a bush trapper who dies in a lonely hut in the cold wastes of the Yukon.  Look up the tale and think of 
us all sitting around our campsite listening happily to David’s rendition 
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Ballad_of_Blasphemous_Bill   
 
I had planned a leisurely departure from the camp, after maybe another wander on the tops, but the weka 
woke us at around  5:00am and then I was brought a cup of tea at 7:30am.  I needed no more hints and 
resigned myself to an early departure.  Finally we had the cloudless sunny day, I had hoped for the 
previous day, so it seemed a shame to be in such a hurry to leave.  I envied Doug and Sue, who were 
staying up on the mountain to explore part of the North Eastern ridge.  The old maps showed a track 
leading down into the Crooked.  Doug wanted to know if it still existed, and if so, in what condition. 
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We were off by 9:00am and took five hours to get to the car.  Lunch was spent at the pleasant river 
crossing just below the old hut site.  Ian had gone on ahead and boiled a billy, even though only Helen and 
I joined him in a cuppa.  We were in Springfield for afternoon tea and got back to Christchurch in time to 
dry the tent, unpack and put the washing on.  Thanks to everyone for coming with me and I hope we will 
see David and Ray on some more trips.  (Susan). 
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Show Weekend 16-18 November 

Mt Lambert, Wanganui River 
 

    
The good news was that the forecast was as close to perfect as it could be.  The only thing that could pass 
for bad news was that the author was the least fit of the entire party of four.  Everyone showed up at about 
the right time and we departed making the campground at Lake Ianthe our staging post for the trip.  We 
rose at 6am on Friday morning and managed to start walking at 7:30.  Apart from two of us being slightly 
too mesmerised by the boulder hopping and missing a turn off it was an uneventful leg up the Wanganui 
River to Hunter's Hut which we reached at about 12:30.  Apparently this is reputed to be a horribly slippery 
boulder bash, but with a day or two of fine weather preceding the trip (possibly a rarity on the Coast) it 
wasn't too bad at all, and even better on the way out. 
 
Then the real work began, we were hoping to camp at least 1500m to make the next day's climb if not 
easy, then at least feasible.  On the positive side, the lower part track of the track had been overhauled by 
DOC workers a couple of week's earlier and the upper reaches had been marked and re-cut by Jeff 
Spearpoint in the last few months, eliminating much of the bush bashing.  So top marks to them for their 
efforts!  On the negative side Hunter's hut was a depressingly low 200m above sea level, so we had to gain 
1300m with fairly heavy packs.  I think (hope) this was the only time where the author was really dragging 
the chain.  At about 7:30 pm it was deemed that we had gained enough height and that the terrain was 
suitable for camping.  With hindsight however, if we'd kept going for another half hour we could have 
camped next to a tarn that would have saved us a lot of melting of snow. 
 
The forecast was for fine weather on both sides of the main divide, being in the middle of a big high, but on 
both the Friday and the Saturday the tops seemed to attract a large quantity of annoyingly opaque cloud, 
starting at lunch time and only starting to clear again at about 8pm.  Clive and the author experienced this 
phenomenon on Mt Adams earlier in the year.  So, not being distracted by a view, tents were pitched, food 
was consumed and alarms were set. 
 
At the fine hour of 4.30 (or thereabouts) consciousness was regained and seeing that the sky was 
cloudless we arose, breakfasted and departed.  Three of us did anyway, unfortunately Max twisted his 
knee slightly on the way up, and thought it unwise to risk aggravating it, reminding us that he had a real job 
where he needed the use of his legs, unlike us slack office dwellers.  So off we go, cramponing across 
nicely just-frozen snow, first, on a seemingly interminable sidle, followed by a much more pleasant stroll up 
a nicely filled in glacier.  We reached the top of the glacier at about 10am and admired views of the 
Lambert Glacier and the Garden of Allah.  Jeff then tottered up the final steep push to the summit, 
declaring en-route that he would much prefer to have two tools.  He said this with such resolve that the 
author promptly resolved to forfeit the summit, and then thrust his iceaxe upon Clive lest he be tempted to 
change his mind.  Once Jeff and Clive had reached the summit however, single-tooled Jeff took a much 
easier route down, while double-tooled Clive graciously remembered to return the borrowed iceaxe.  The 
journey back involved sinking into rapidly melting snow and it was somewhat of a relief to be back at the 
camp. 
 
We still had sufficient daylight to stagger back down the hill to Hunter's Hut, so that we did and all slept 
soundly at the end of a 14 hour day.  The trip back to Christchurch was punctuated by bathing briefly in 
Lake Ianthe and a cuppa at Arthur's Pass. 
 
Trampers: Clive Marsh, Jeff Hall, Max Delacey, Alastair Brown (alleged leader and scribe) 
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Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor (editor@ctc.org.nz)  
by Sunday, 27 January 2008 – Thanks. 
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